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December 2018 
Newsletter 

Established 1980 

Inside this Issue 
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• Winter pictures 
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Announcements 
/ reminders. 

• December 28th Cold Turkey Inn 

• January 5th Annual Dinner 

• January 29th AGM 

• See pages 5 to 7 & the club and other events 
calendars for later events and  starting points 

 
• See the Club Website for events and  starting 

points 
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 Hi  
 
Well, the last newsletter for 2018 and I am sure you will all agree, for his first 
year on committee and as the newsletter editor, Roy has done a cracking job. 
 
It was great to see a good turn out for our last club night of the year, the annual 
quiz night which for the fourth year in a row was meticulously organised by Roger 
& Elizabeth Schofield. 
 
Teams were limited to five 
members and over the 
evening were set various 
challenges ranging from 
general knowledge, music, 
identifying were cheeses 
came from, identifying 
company logo’s and bonus 
questions. 
 
To keep our energy up 
during the quiz Roger and 
Elizabeth had provided 
chocolate and nuts and for 
the tasting round cheeses 
from 6 countries. 

In the end the scoring was quite close 
and with only a few points separating 
the top three teams; 

1st Nobody Boys (Jim, Paul, Karl, Carl and Eric) pictured above. 
2nd Rubber Bumpers (Andy & Pat Wood, Stuart and Janet Riley) 
3rd Haven’t a clue (Graham Chandler, Kevin & Rosie Doran, Andy & Carol 
Schultz) 
On behalf of the members I would like to thank Roger & Elizabeth for another 
excellent quiz night and ask if there are members who would like to have a go at 
organising next years quiz, please let a member of the committee know. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Membership. 
 

As we come to the end of 2018 membership stands at 75 and with 
renewals / new members for 2019 we are already at 15. 
On the subject of Membership don’t forget, renewals are due in the new 
year. Due to the “General Data Protection Regulations” brought in during the 
year, we have had to update the membership form and, we must ask you to 
complete the form and get it to the membership secretary, so that we have a 
record of your consent to keep some personal data. It is also a good opportunity 
to make sure that your contact details are correct. The membership form can be 
found later in the newsletter and on the Website on the “Contact Us” page. 
 

On a sad note, Howard Sturrock's wife Brenda passed away earlier this month. 
On behalf of the club I would like to pass on our thoughts and sincere 
condolences. 
 
Website 
 

As we are about to start a new membership year it is the ideal time to prepare 
for the event booking feature on the website to be enabled. This will help the 
committee or event organisers as they will know how many members to expect at 
an event and for example how many route books to print off. 
To use this feature and hopefully a members area in the future, members will 
need a user name and password which will need to be sent out. My plan is to send 
out these details as memberships are renewed. I will also send out information on 
how to use the feature and change passwords.  
 
AGM & Committee 2019 
 

The AGM will take place next month on the 29th January 2019 and by the end of 
the year we will formally give notice of the AGM, send out the agenda and 
confirm the nominations for 2019, 
Nominations to date are as follows; 
 

Chairman    Tony Sharples 
Secretary    Paul Heyes 
Treasurer    Mick Bamber 
Membership Secretary  Gordon Mallett 
Newsletter Editor   Roy Clapham 
Events Calendar Coordinator Paul Peel 
Club Equipment Coordinator Jim Worrall 
 

Co-opted to Committee. Lanes Run Chairman Neil McLeod 
 

If there are any more members who would like to join the committee please let 
any of the committee know. 
 
At the last meeting we discussed next years calendar and that we will need to 
start planning for the clubs 40th Anniversary in 2020. 
So if you have any ideas for next years calendar or 2020 please join us at the  
AGM or let us know. 



 

Newsletters 
 

As I mentioned last month, we are hoping to build up a full “electronic” 
library of club newsletters by borrowing missing months so that they 
can be scanned. 
 

Please see the end of last months chairman's chat for a list of the newsletters 
that we are looking to borrow and then bring then along to a club night. 
 
Events 
 
Between Christmas and new year there is the Cold Turkey Run which will now be 
on the 28th, please let Roy Clapham know if you plan to attend. 
 
The Annual Dinner and awards presentation night is on Saturday the 5th Jan and 
if you have not already done so could you please get your remittance and menu 
choices to Mick Bamber as soon as possible. 
 
Well that’s all for now except to wish you all the very best for Christmas and the 
New Year and I hope to see you at the annual dinner for the awards presentation 
and then at the AGM.  
 

Tony 
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Future meetings 

 

 

 

 
 

Forthcoming Events 

Cold Turkey Run 28th December 2018 
 
The run will start at the car park at Botany Bay, 
Chorley, PR6 9AF (Junction 8 M61). 
 
It will finish at the Spinners Arms, Cowling Road, Chorley, PR6 9EA 
 
Suggested meeting time is 10.30am to get off at 11.00am 
 
The route is approx. 35 miles and should take approximately 1.5 hours 

 

Spinners Arms Menu on next pages 

Please print & bring with you a copy marked up with your choices 
 
Thank you 
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Forthcoming Events 

Annual Dinner and Awards evening  2019 
 
 

Thanks to all who have already booked. There are 50 of you, which is a 
significant  increase on last year. 
If anyone else wants to come, please be aware I need to confirm numbers by 
the 27th December, so please contact me as soon as possible 
ideally by e-mail or text. Both details are below. 
 
The club's annual dinner and awards evening as mentioned previously will be held on 
Saturday 5th January 2019. 
The menu for the above evening is as follows:- 
Starters 
                      Tomato and basil soup or Chicken liver pate 
Main course 
                      Roast chicken served with fondant potatoes with mushroom and tarragon 

sauce or  
                      Cod loin served with chive mashed potato and hollandaise sauce 
                      Both of the above served with chef's selection of seasonal vegetables 
Dessert 
                      Sticky toffee pudding or Lemon tart 
 
If anyone has any problems with the above menu, please contact me. Similarly, if you 
have any dietary restrictions 
I would like to hear from you especially. 
During the meal, there will be an audio visual presentation showing most of the club's 
activities during the year. 
 
Brief details as follows - 
Time and date                 Saturday 5th January 2019 at 19.00 hrs. with the meal being 
served at 19.30 hrs. 
Dress                                 Smart casual   
Venue                               Hallmark Hotel, Leyland 
Cost                                   £27.50 per person  
 
Many thanks, 
Mick 
 
Mail  -                  mick@mcbamber.com 

Mobile                 07730 435929 

mailto:mick@mcbamber.com
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Bill’s Weekend Romp 2019 
 
The annual club weekend away for 2019 will be based close to 
Worcester. 

The date will be the 14th June 2019 for three nights. 

The hotel is the Bank House Hotel at Worcester, link is 
http://www.bankhouseworcester.com 
 

Chris and I visited the venue recently to ensure the place is up to our standard, 
and I can assure you it is. Food, rooms, general feeling about the place, staff, 
are all of a standard we would expect, and in some cases much better. The spa 
and swimming pool are especially good.  
 
For those who haven’t been on a club weekend away before, the trip gives us an 
opportunity to use the cars, visit places you probably haven’t been to before, and 
to share the experience with like-minded people. We try to arrange something 
for everyone, and this year is no exception. As can be seen from the brief 
descriptions below of the things that have been arranged, there are a great 
range of activities and some excellent driving roads. The overall mileage will be 
less than 450 miles door to door.  

 
Itinerary 
 
Friday The bulk of us will meet in Preston for a bacon sandwich before 
departure on Friday morning.  We will then share a coffee with those who set 
off the night before somewhere on the A49. 
Off then to a secret destination about a further 50 miles away, where we will be 
educated and fed. After that it's straight down to the venue, where we will stay 
for the following three nights.  
Mileage from Preston to the venue is roughly 140 miles. For those who want to 
drive part way the night before, we will be arranging a hotel en route that will be 
roughly 50 miles away from Preston 
 
Saturday will be a driving day, there will be two routes, the shorter one will be 
about 80 miles and will take in two major attractions. The longer route will be an 
extension of the short route and will add about 30 miles  to the trip but will 
continue through some lovely scenery and stunning ( well ok, quite nice ) villages 
 
Sunday will be a non-driving day. There will be a guided tour of somewhere 
followed by a choice of activities in the afternoon. Whether the sporting 
contest will take place remains to be seen. 
There is a golf course as part of the hotel complex, but we did golf this year, 
therefore if anything is arranged it won't be putting. According to Mrs Bamber. 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 

http://www.bankhouseworcester.com/
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Bill’s Weekend Romp 2019 
 
Monday - return home. I can confirm that there are some nice shops in 
Worcester, these being 4 miles away. I would like to report Chris didn't spend 
anything there, but that wouldn't be true, as her growing collection of shoes has 
just got a little larger. However, you may wish to spend a bit of time in 
Worcester centre before returning home. It really is a lovely city. There is also 
the last remaining UK-owned car manufacturer close by at Malvern, and trips 
around the Morgan factory can be arranged. The club did this visit a few years 
ago, and it is a fascinating experience. 
 
Over the next couple of weeks, I would be grateful if you could send me a mail 
indicating  whether you will be participating. At this stage, there is no 
commitment, simply an indication of interest. 
 
I will be looking for a deposit  ( £50 per person) from those who are definitely 
interested by the middle of January. The balance will need to be paid by the end 
of April. 
 
Ooh, forgot to mention, the cost. Broadly similar to this year and will be 
between £270 and £280 per person. I can't tell you exactly as I haven't done 
all the deals on the attractions.  
 
What’s included :- 
Accommodation on a half board basis. Drinks not included. 
Various tea/coffee breaks 
Sumptuous route book which obviously includes tulip routes for all of the 
arranged journeys. 
Entrance to various attractions 
As much fun as you can cope with. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mick Bamber  (mick@mcbamber.com) 

Forthcoming Events 
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Interesting rare MG model 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MG ARNOLTCoupé   Posted by Michael Griffin on MG T Types  Facebook  
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Interesting rare MG model 

MG TB Tickford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
photos by Bob 

Kauffman &  
Posted on the MG T Type 
Facebook 
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Interesting rare MG model 

MG ND MAGNETTE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduced 1934 – 1936 Number built - 24 

The MG Car Company was in a very commanding position in the early thirties, 
being the only company that were dedicated solely to the manufacture of sports 
cars. They had earned tremendous recognition and built a reputation second to 
none on their unfailing successes in racing and competition, particularly with 
small capacity engines. Cecil Kimber had always recognised the sales potential of 
associating the production cars very closely with the racing models and in 1932 a 
new series of cars designated K Type, was introduced into the model range which 
encompassed a variant built specifically for racing. Kimber knew he could not 
justify the manufacture of a racing model on its own and it is thought that he 
cleverly used the other K series cars as a smokescreen for the out and out 
racing model, the K3. It was at this time that the name Magnette was introduced 
to the series and it was this name that heralded the arrival of the "Light Sixes" 
as they became known. 
 
The impression generated by Abingdon was that the racing successes had 
boosted demand for their cars, but if the truth be known, sales were less than 
buoyant during 1933 and in fact price rises had taken their toll on sales. The new 
6 cylinder Magnettes were considered very expensive and somehow did not 
generate quite the same affection for the marque as the Midgets of the era. 
The K series pillarless saloon version was considered noisy, cramped and 
underpowered and thus did not sell in great numbers. The 6 cylinder L series 
cars did fair slightly better and were on sale alongside the K types, with only the 
L type Continental Coupe, better known as Kimbers' Folly, suffering from a 
disastrous lack of interest.  
 
The 6 cylinder cars were very smooth in their delivery of power although in no 
way gave the same exhilaration to the driver as the smaller J2 Midgets which 
continued to sell steadily although suffering from serviceability problems with 
premature failure of the crankshaft.  
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Interesting rare MG model 
 Racing development was costly and although Abingdon's expenditure was quite 
modest in relation to the number of competition victories, the concentration of 
effort on this side had been at the expense of fulfilling the market needs. A 
directive from Sir William Morris to restrict expenditure on racing was met with 
dismay and there were also restrictions imposed on Kimber to buy as many of 
the components needed for MG from within the Morris group. In the latter half 
of 1933, this led to the severing of the long standing relationship for the supply 
of bodies from Carbodies with them now being made by Morris Bodies Branch. 
Further directives demanded slimming down of the range of cars offered and 
therefore in February 1934 the MG range was changed by the introduction of a 
new P type Midget to replace the J2 Midget.  
  
This was closely followed in March with the introduction of the N type 
Magnettes which were to replace the Magnas and at the same time inject some 
standardisation and rationalisation into the MG range. It is worthy of note that 
at the 1934 Motor Show the K series was still promoted alongside the new N 
types and the main reason for this being the glut of saloon and open 4 seater 
bodies held in stock.  
 

The best features of previous models were incorporated into the N types and it 
was evident that a lot of time had been spent in designing improvements into this 
new range which consisted of either 2 or 4 seat open tourers or Allingham 
coachbuilt 2/4 seater bodies or the option of the delightful Airline Coupe. There 
was also a pillarless saloon which was designated the KN which was simply the old 
K saloon with the new N type engine and a hybrid ND two seater which made use 
of redundant K2 slab-tank bodies mated to the new N type chassis. Only 24 of 
these were built. Finally there was a special racing version, of which only 6 were 
made, designated the NE racer. This car was developed specially to compete in 
the 1934 TT races in which superchargers were banned for the first time. This 
move was seen as an attempt to break MG's previous dominance of the race, 
however the NE won the race on handicap against stiff competition from some 
of the larger 4.5 litre cars.  

The engine of the N type was a modified version of the KD power unit of 1271 cc 
and with a respectable power output of 56.6 bhp @ 5,500 rpm. Both the cylinder 
head and block were changed together with modifications to the inlet 
manifolding, oil lubrication system and clutch. These modifications gave the new 
unit a 25% increase in power over the original KD engine and gave the N type 
quite brisk performance. The gearbox changed from pre-selector to manual non-
synchromesh and was very similar to that used in the L type Magnas. The gear 
selector utilised a reverse gate as in the Magna but the ratios were changed to 
give lower starting ratios in first and second and higher cruising ratios in third 
and fourth. The chassis frame was quite different from the earlier cars and 
departed for the first time from the standard "ladder" type frame. It tapered, 
being wider at the rear than the front and also for the first time the bodies 
were mounted on Silentbloc rubber bushes. These were fixed to the side and the 
rear of the main chassis and altogether produced a far more comfortable ride.  
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 However the days of the high revving overhead camshaft engines were 
numbered and although production of the "Light Sixes" continued on into 1936, 
the N type was certainly the last of these. Larger capacity four cylinder pushrod 
overhead valve engines mounted on rubber blocks were soon to give better and 
more refined performance with enhanced torque characteristics and appeared 
for the first time in 1936 in the VA 1.5 litre saloon. 

Brief technical specifications 

Engine: 6 cylinder in-line 
Capacity: 1271 cc 
Bore & Stroke: 57mm x 83mm 
Valve operation: Single overhead camshaft driven through vertical dynamo 
Carburation: Single SU carburettor running through Marshall supercharger 
Power output: 56 bhp @ 5,500 rpm (standard car) approx 75-80 bhp with 
supercharger 
Gearbox: 4 speed non-synchromesh 'crash' gearbox 
Brakes: 12" drum front & rear, cable operated 
Clutch: Single dry plate 
Suspension: Half elliptic front & rear with sliding trunnions 
Wheels: Centre-lock wire spoke 
Wheelbase: 8' 0" 
Track: 3' 9" front & rear 
Number produced: 24 

Article from MGOC website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

                        Picture from MG Octagon Club meeting at Canberra 

   Club showing a local, blue MG ND Magnette  next to David Bulmer & my TC’s 



  

 

 

 

 
I / we wish to renew / apply for membership of Preston & District MG Enthusiasts 
Club, at the annual subscription fee of £15.00 

To comply with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), we need to gain your 
consent to record or continue to hold your data and inform you of your individual rights 
under the legislation. We require you to opt in to be able to hold your personal data. 
The data will be limited to that given above and is required to enable the club to con-
firm membership and contact you with information and updates relating directly to the 
club and its activities.  It will not be passed on to any third parties. 

Payment can be made by Cheque or by Bank Transfer as follows; 
By cheque made payable to;       Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club and send /pass      
                                                     on to the membership secretary  
 
By Bank Transfer to;          Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club 
                               A/c number 27562668. Sort code 77 26 14 
Please quote your name as the reference together with the acronym MS. (for Membership) 
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club 

Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Names 
  

  

Address 
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

Post Code 
  

  

  
e-mail addresses 
  

  

  

Phone No 
  

  

MG Cars Model   Year   
    

“I confirm that I have read, understood and agree with the way my data is used by 
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club” 
  

  
Signed 

  

  
Date 

  

Membership Secretary 
Tel 01282 429658 
Mob 07725 503888 

28 Northwood Close, 
Burnley, 
BB12 0JR, 
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 

Calendar of Club Events 2018 

 

   

Dec 28th Cold Turkey Run See notes on page 7 

Jan 5th (Sat) Annual Dinner & Presentation - Leyland Hotel See notes on page 10 

Jan 29th (Tues) AGM - Railway Hotel Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 

Alternative Events 2018 
The list off events below are shown as possibly being of interest to club members. 

Currently there are no plans to have club stands at any of these shows but arrange-
ments could be made it there is sufficient interest. 

Dates beyond August will be displayed in the coming months. 
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 

Committee 2018 

Officers  

Chairman & Webmaster  

Tony Sharples tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk 

Tel; 01772 495417 Mobile; 07941 679121 

Secretary  

Paul Heyes paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com 

Tel;  Mobile; 07930 313459 

Treasurer  

Mick Bamber mick@mcbamber.com  

Tel; 01772 321559 Mobile; 07730 435929 

  
General Committee  

General & Membership  

Gordon Mallett gordon.mg@btinternet.com  

Tel; 01282 429658 Mobile; 07725 503888 

General & Lancashire Lanes Run  

Neil McLeod neil_mcleod2@outlook.com  

Tel; 01772 466648 Mobile; 07921089680 

General  

Roy Clapham clapham4@gmail.com  

Tel; 01257 264396 Mobile; 07719 756777 

General  

Dennis Read loughrigg89@hotmail.com  

Tel; 01772 433972 Mobile;  

 

Newsletter Editor  

Roy Clapham clapham4@gmail.com  

Tel; 01257 264396 Mobile; 07719 756777 

So as to make the Newsletter more interesting could I please encourage you to forward 
articles and photographs of your MG related activities? 
 
Submissions are required by the 15th of the month so that the newsletter can be published 
and distributed by the 20th. 

mailto:paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
mailto:paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
mailto:mick@mcbamber.com
mailto:gordon.mg@btinternet.com
mailto:neil_mcleod2@outlook.com
mailto:clapham4@googlemail.com
mailto:loughrigg89@hotmail.com
mailto:clapham4@googlemail.com

