
 
  ANNUAL DINNER & PRESENTATION  

 

                                                    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Just to show where it now 
resides for the year 

 

 

        A well deserved drink 

 

Page 1 January 2019 

January 2019 
Newsletter 

Established 1980 

Inside this Issue 

• Chairman's Chat 

• Secretary’s 
Scribbles 

• Forthcoming 
Events 

• Cold Turkey Run 

• MGF &TF meeting 

• Annual Dinner & 
Presentation 

• Interesting Places 
to Visit 

• MGB GT Restora-
tion 

• Membership Form 

• Club Calendar 

• Alternative 
Events 

Announcements 
/ reminders. 

• January 29th AGM 

• February 26th Ten Pin Bowling 

• March 26th Rocker Box Races 

• See page 6 & the club and other events calendars 
for later events and  starting points 

 
• See the Club Website for events and  starting 

points 



Chairman’s Chat 

Page 2 January 2019 

 

 

 

 
 

 Hi  
 
This might be a little late, but can I begin by wishing you all a happy new year and 
start to what I am sure will be another full and active 2019 with the club. Then 
go on to say this will also be my last Chairman’s Chat, but more on that later. 
 
On the first weekend in January we had our Annual Dinner and Awards 
Presentation night. As numbers at the annual dinner’s had been dropping, we 
decided to move the event from December to January, as a lot of members may 
have other commitments with work and family. We also tried a different venue 
and kept the format simpler by not having any entertainment or music, beyond 
that of the background audio / visual presentation of club photographs. Although 
I had positive feedback about the venue,  quality and presentation of the food, I 
am sure the committee would appreciate more feedback so plans can be made for 
the next Annual Dinner.  
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before the Awards Presentations, I took opportunity to thank all of the 
members of the club for making it another good year and especially to thank 
those who have made that extra effort to make the year special. 
 

Andy & Carole Schultz for the Autotest & Bonfire night at their home. 
Brian & Andrea Gouldthorpe for the Treasure Hunt. 
Roger & Elizabeth Schofield for the Quiz Night. 
Andy Wood for sourcing the fireworks and the many for the hotpot supper at 
the bonfire. 
Mick & Chris Bamber for Bill’s Weekend Romp, also Paul Heyes for his work on 
the run up. 
The lanes run committee 

Neil McLeod 
Norman Lowe 
David Lees 
Helpers on the day 
 

Finally the Committee for their hard work and efforts during the year.  
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 Presentations on the night were made to Roy Clapham for best car overall at our 
SYCO night, Stuart Riley for first place at the Autotest, Jim Carl Karl Paul & 
Eric for first place in the Annual Quiz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and finally to Mick & Chris Bamber, the Sam Bennett 
Trophy, in recognition of the extraordinary level of 
commitment and effort Mick has put into the club 
especially over the past year with the support and 
patience of Chris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGM & Committee 2019 
 

So to this being my last chairman's chat, as many of you will know from previous 
newsletters, I have been trying to stand down from the position of chairman and 
committee for some time, but have allowed my commitment to the club to take 
priority and possibly cloud my judgment over my own needs. Since late December 
when Karen took early retirement and I received official confirmation that I will 
be stopping work at the end of March, the reality of the changes that Karen and 
I will see this year has started to sink in. Changing from full time employment 
(and salary) to both being retired should be a very exciting time and one that we 
are both looking forward to, and so we need to focus on how we make what is a 
life changing transition. 
There are all of the little or not so little projects around the house and garden 
and a couple of MG’s that need some renovation or a major rebuild. We also hope 
to spend time in and around the Eden Valley walking and cycling. 
 

As I have been what I hope and believe is a committed and proactive member of 
the club for some 20 years. 12 on committee and 8 of those as chairman (the 
longest period I think of any chairman to date), helping to build the club up to 
where it is now, this has been a very difficult decision but one that I must, this 
time, stick to. 
Although I will not be on the committee I still hope to see the club develop and I 
will try to help where I can.  
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 Clearly my standing down not only created the need for a 
chairman, but the remaining number of nominations to date 
leave the committee one member short. 
I am very pleased to confirm that Roy Clapham,  who has been 
an active member of the club for many years and just 
completed a year on committee, has volunteered to stand for 
the position of Chairman, a roll to which I am sure he will do an 
excellent job. 
So to complete the committee we need one more volunteer and 
to share out the workload but not make the committee too big 
to manage, one or two more volunteers wouldn’t go amiss, it would also be an 
opportunity to bring along new ideas and enthusiasm. 
 
If you would be interested in joining the committee please let one of the current 
committee know as soon as possible. 
 

The nominations to date are as follows; 
 
Chairman & Newsletter Editor   Roy Clapham 
Secretary      Paul Heyes 
Treasurer      Mick Bamber 
Membership Secretary    Gordon Mallett 
Events Calendar & Social Media Coordinator Paul Peel 
Club Equipment Coordinator   Jim Worrall 
 
 
Neil McLeod has again volunteered to be the Lanes Run Chairman and as such will 
be co-opted on to the club committee to discuss Lanes Run specific topics as 
necessary. 
 

At the AGM there will also be a hotpot supper and so it would be appreciated if 
members could arrive, purchase drinks and be sat down so that the AGM can 
start promptly at 8:15, we can then have supper at 9:00 and continue with AGM 
matters if necessary.  
 
Well that’s it from me except to say, I hope to see many of you at the AGM. 
 

Tony 
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As usual at this time of year we don't have too many events to report on, but a 
lot of future ones to look forward to, we have a selection organised by the club 
many are tried and tested old favourites that have been well attended previously 
and we hope will continue to be supported, others are either recommended by 
club members or found in the advertising. During the first half of the year, just 
to highlight a few we have.  
 

April - drive it day traditionally the first after getting the car out of hibernation  
 
May - autotest hosted by Andy Schultz June - Bill`s weekend romp - always an 
enjoyable experience.  
 
Also in June is going to be the Lancashire Lanes Run this year. 
 
 July is a very busy month with several popular events. These are just some of 
the regular highlights in the first part of the year there are of course many 
others so you need to keep an eye on the newsletter to stay up to date, you will 
also find full details of those mentioned, and learn if any have been changed in 
response to members feedback,  
 
I would like to remind everyone that for many of the shows and meetings it is 
possible for me to purchase advance tickets at a club discounted rate, to pass on 
to members at cost price. This always brings a couple of problems in that without 
any specific advance requests for tickets (or knowledge of the likely weather on 
the day) I must guess how many to buy and can only distribute them on a first 
come first served basis, so I must apologise to those who failed to get the 
tickets they wanted last year, and also to Mick who stands the cost of any unsold 
ones from club funds on other occasions.  
 
It really helps if those that want them let me know as soon as we point out they 
are available, or of coarse members request them. I think few people know that 
some other events have, a usually small, club entry fee of some sort which it is 
not felt to be worth dividing by the number who attend and trying to collect, so 
this comes from club funds, and of course only benefits those that attend.  
 
We also have another itinerary of events organised by other clubs, all have 
previously been visited by club members and are recommended as being worth a 
visit. We hope there`s something amongst those listed to interest everyone and 
of course if you know of any others let us know, please support as many of these 
as you are able to, so that the time spent organising them benefits the club and 
its members, and provides a few opportunities to get some fun out of the car.  
 
Paul Heyes  
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Bill’s Weekend Romp 2019 
 
The annual club weekend away for 2019 will be based close to Worcester. 

The date will be from the 14th June to the 16th June 2019  

The hotel is the Bank House Hotel at Worcester, link is 

http://www.bankhouseworcester.com 
 

 
I will be looking for a deposit  ( £50 per person) from those who are definitely 
interested by the middle of January. The balance will need to be paid by the 
end of April. 
 
Broadly similar to this year and will be between £270 and £280 per person. I 
can't tell you exactly as I haven't done all the deals on the attractions.  
 
What’s included :- 
Accommodation on a half board basis. Drinks not included. 
Various tea/coffee breaks 
Sumptuous route book which obviously includes tulip routes for all of the 
arranged journeys. 
Entrance to various attractions 
As much fun as you can cope with. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mick Bamber  (mick@mcbamber.com) 

 
 
 
 
Lancashire Lanes Run 
 

This year the Lancashire Lanes Run will be on Sunday 30th June 2019 , It will 
start from Barton Grange Hotel ( NOT THE GARDEN Centre ) and will also 
finish there. when a two course meal will be available for those wishing to 
finish off the day with a social gathering. Last year we only had 14 cars from 
Preston & District MGEC join us on the day, so we have moved this years run 
to much earlier date in the year. in the hope there is less going on in the way 
of other events taking place around the end of June and more member will be 
able to take part.  

Forthcoming Events 

http://www.bankhouseworcester.com/
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Cold Turkey Run 28th December 2018 
 
The run started at Botany Bay where 10 cars set off and followed a 39 mile 
route around Rivington, then onto Belmont, Tockholes and Pleasington before 
returning to Chorley and finishing off at The Spinners Arms at cowling, for 
lunch. 
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Cold Turkey Run 28th December 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Lunch and wonderful company 
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MGF&TF North West group 5th January 
There were six of us from the club at the local F & TF club meet at Botany 
Bay, Chorley. I counted 16 cars in total but think a 17th one sneaked in 
afterwards.  
It was a great chat with other MG owners who we don’t already know.  
Hopefully we can all meet up again at some times.  
 
Gordon Mallett 
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Annual Dinner & Presentation 5th January 
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Annual Dinner & Presentation 5th January 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Birthday Boy Karl Hooley 
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Interesting Places to Visit 

Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford, Somerset 

 
On a recent trip to Somerset, Elizabeth and I visited The Haynes International 
Motor Museum in Sparkford, Somerset.  This was, in fact, a re-visit because 
we’ve visited twice before; once before refurbishment and once during 
refurbishment. Now that the work is completed, it’s fair to say that the museum 
is outstanding.   

The Haynes Motor Museum is privately owned by the Haynes family, founders of 
the Haynes Workshop Manuals and houses what is probably the largest single 
collection of privately owned 
cars in the country. Officially 
opened in 1985 by Richard 
Noble, the collection started 
with 29 cars owned by John 
Haynes.  

 As at December 2018, there 
were over 400 cars and 
motorcycles on display. In 
addition, they ‘borrow’ cars 
from other museums to create 
‘feature’ exhibitions and 
introduce a bit of variety to 
encourage people to re-visit.  
When we were there in 
December, they were running a special Land Rover exhibition with vehicles 
borrowed from Gaydon, including one previously owned & used by the Queen on 
official occasions. 

Because so many of the cars in the collection are British ‘classics’, visiting the 
museum is not just a visit to a museum; it’s a trip down Memory Lane.  So many of 
the cars are still in ‘living memory’ and it really is a treat to wander round 
amongst these fine examples of cars which so many of us have grown up with. 

John Haynes was not only a car enthusiast and a savvy business man, he was also 
aware of the importance of ‘keeping in with the neighbours’. The ‘back story’ 
behind the production of the Haynes manuals was that John Haynes employed 3 
people to prepare each manual; a mechanic to strip & rebuild each car, a 
photographer to  take care of the pictures and artwork and a writer to look 
after the narrative. Each time that a new workshop manual was planned, Haynes 
bought a car which was photographed etc. as it was stripped & rebuilt, and it was 
then offered for sale to residents of the village of Sparkford.  Clever!!! 
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Interesting Places to Visit 

Sadly, Haynes no longer 
produces ‘traditional’ workshop 
manuals for new cars. Cars have 
evolved to such an extent that 
their maintenance and the 
electronic, diagnostic equipment 
needed to repair them is beyond 
most DIYers.  So, whilst the 
museum remains and prospers 
and continues to pull in the 
crowds, the publishing side of 
the business is up for sale. But 
the museum is holding its own, 
and in keeping with venues such 

as The Corner House, St Catherine’s Hospice and, doubtless, many others, they 
host breakfast ‘meets’ each month, only in their case, they hold two; one for 
cars and a second (two weeks later) for motor cycles.  By all accounts, they are 
very popular to the extent that, unless you are there by 08.00, the car park is 
full and you’re on the overflow field. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re planning a trip to the West Country and you haven’t visited the Haynes 
Motor Museum, then you should seriously consider including it in your itinerary. 

Roger Schofield 
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These are the pics of 1969 MGB GT automatic as was purchased in September 
2017, a one owner car purchased from the Isle of Man. 
A very rare car being one of the first autos made and from my records possibly 
the oldest GT auto in the world. 
The car was originally in the colour of Sandy Beige (only available in the GT) and 
from the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust Certificate was built 6/7 March 
1969and on the 11th March 69 was despatched to the destination dealer, Athol 
Garage Limited, Douglas, Isle of Man. 
My intension was to do a full nut and bolt restoration to have it finished in the 
original colour which was completed in twelve months. 
Firstly the car was to be stripped down to the bare shell. 
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MGB GT Restoration by Tim Valentine - Part 1  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 2 in next months 
Newsletter 
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I / we wish to renew / apply for membership of Preston & District MG Enthusiasts 
Club, at the annual subscription fee of £15.00 

To comply with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), we need to gain your 
consent to record or continue to hold your data and inform you of your individual rights 
under the legislation. We require you to opt in to be able to hold your personal data. 
The data will be limited to that given above and is required to enable the club to con-
firm membership and contact you with information and updates relating directly to the 
club and its activities.  It will not be passed on to any third parties. 

Payment can be made by Cheque or by Bank Transfer as follows; 
By cheque made payable to;       Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club and send /pass      
                                                     on to the membership secretary  
 
By Bank Transfer to;          Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club 
                               A/c number 27562668. Sort code 77 26 14 
Please quote your name as the reference together with the acronym MS. (for Membership) 
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club 

Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Names 
  

  

Address 
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

Post Code 
  

  

  
e-mail addresses 
  

  

  

Phone No 
  

  

MG Cars Model   Year   
    

“I confirm that I have read, understood and agree with the way my data is used by 
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club” 
  

  
Signed 

  

  
Date 

  

Membership Secretary 
Tel 01282 429658 
Mob 07725 503888 

28 Northwood Close, 
Burnley, 
BB12 0JR, 
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 

Calendar of Club Events 2019 

Jan 29th AGM - Railway Hotel Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

Feb  26th Club Night - Ten Pin Bowling TBA 

March 26th Club Night - Rocker Box Races Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

April 

14th Lakes Museum TBC 

28th Drive it Day Run and Treasure Run TBC 

31st Club Night - Guest Speaker TBC 

May 

5th  Cleveleys Show (BVPS) TBC 

19th Run & Lunch TBC 

28th Club Night - AutoTest TBC 

June 

2nd Run & Lunch TBC 

4th Cleveleys  TBC 

14-17th Bills weekend TBA 

23rd Townley Park Show Burnley TBC 

25th Club Night - SYCO night Railway Tavern 7:30pm 

30th Lancashire Lanes Run TBA 

July 

6th Lostock Hall Carnival TBC 

7th Leighton Hall Show Phantom Winger 08.45am 

14th Fleetwood tram Day Ribble Pilot 9.30am 

21st Lytham Hall Ribble Pilot 8.30am 

30th Club Night - Evening Run  TBC 

Aug 

3rd (Sat) Hebden Bridge TBC 

4th Northern National Pateley Bridge TBA 

10th Classics in the Park TBC 

25th Stanley Park (BVPS) TBC 

27th Club Night - Evening Run  TBA 

31st (Sat) Oulton Park 9.00am Charnock R Services M6 South 
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 
Alternative Events 2019 

The list off events below are shown as possibly being of interest to club members. 

Currently there are no plans to have club stands at any of these shows but arrangements 
could be made it there is sufficient interest. 

Dates beyond August will be displayed in the coming months. 

 

Feb   10th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

March   10th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

Apr          
            

7th Corner House, Wrightington - Classics meet 9am - 12noon 

12th Fri Pride of Longridge   

13th Sat Pride of Longridge  

14th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

May         

5th Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

12th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

26th 
17th Lakeland Historic Vehicle Show (Mark Wood-
ward classic events)  

Jun          
         

2nd Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

9th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

16th Classic Car Show — Hoghton Tower ( Mark Wood-
ward classic events)  

Jul           
       

7th Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

14th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

Aug         
         

4th Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

11th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

Sept        
           

1st Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

1st Classic Car Show — Hoghton Tower ( Mark Wood-
ward classic events)  

8th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

Oct          
        

6th Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

13h St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

Nov         
          

   

10th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

Dec         
         

   

8th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 

Committee 2019 

Officers  

Chairman & Webmaster  

Tony Sharples tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk 

Tel; 01772 495417 Mobile; 07941 679121 

Secretary  

Paul Heyes paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com 

Tel;  Mobile; 07930 313459 

Treasurer  

Mick Bamber mick@mcbamber.com  

Tel; 01772 321559 Mobile; 07730 435929 

  
General Committee  

General & Membership  

Gordon Mallett gordon.mg@btinternet.com  

Tel; 01282 429658 Mobile; 07725 503888 

General & Lancashire Lanes Run  

Neil McLeod neil_mcleod2@outlook.com  

Tel; 01772 466648 Mobile; 07921089680 

General  

Roy Clapham clapham4@gmail.com  

Tel; 01257 264396 Mobile; 07719 756777 

General  

Dennis Read loughrigg89@hotmail.com  

Tel; 01772 433972 Mobile;  

 

Newsletter Editor  

Roy Clapham clapham4@gmail.com  

Tel; 01257 264396 Mobile; 07719 756777 

So as to make the Newsletter more interesting could I please encourage you to forward 
articles and photographs of your MG related activities? 
 
Submissions are required by the 15th of the month so that the newsletter can be published 
and distributed by the 20th. 
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mailto:mick@mcbamber.com
mailto:gordon.mg@btinternet.com
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