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November 27th Club Night — Christmas Quiz

• December 28th Cold Turkey Inn
• January 5th Annual Dinner
• January 29th AGM
• See pages 6 to 9 & the club and other events calendars
for later events and starting points
• See the Club Website for events and starting points
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Chairman’s Chat
Hi
Since the last Newsletter I have only made it to the October Club night and
November committee meeting. I believe the Bonfire night at the Schultz Estate
was another great success, enjoyed by all and made better by the hot supper and
accompaniments provided by club members, for which I on behalf of the club
would like to say thank you very much.
Hopefully there will be a more detailed report later in this edition of the
Newsletter.
For the October club night we had a guest speaker Michael Booth and much to
my surprise one of the best turn-outs for a club night in some time, with some
40+ club members and visitors.
Michael had previously cleaned cars professionally and now has his own business
selling car care and detailing products so had all the experience to give a talk on
the subject.
He started with a very simple piece of advice. If you haven’t got time to wash
your car without rushing, don’t bother, you're more likely to do more damage to
the paint work than good. He then went on to give a fascinating incite into how to
wash, polish and wax your pride and joy, with what types of products to use or
avoid, while all the time being careful to take the dirt and contaminants off the
car and not use them as a grinding paste to do damage.
Michael finished off with a Q&A session, this started out slowly but then
members started asking questions, more than I’ve heard at AGM’s whilst I have
been chairman.
Although he has a business in Leyland he was not pushing products and seemed to
be more than happy to give advice to those who may have problems with their
paintwork, also I am sure he may well stock what is needed to treat it, except
for the hard labour.
Michael left some loyalty discount cards, if you are interested collect one from
me at the next club night.

www.thepolishingbooth.co.uk
Unit 9, Tracey's Industrial Estate,
Wigan Road, Leyland, PR25 5UA
Membership.
Over the past month we have had another two MG enthusiasts join us and
therefore I would like to welcome;
Chris Kirk
Adam fletcher

This brings the membership up to 75.
On the subject of Membership don’t forget, renewals are due in the new year.
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Chairman’s Chat
Committee 2019
Over the past few months I have written on the subject of
the committee for 2019 and changing slightly how it operates.
Well I am very pleased to say that with some new volunteers
and more defined roles, I believe we are making good
progress ready for the start of 2019.
By the end of the year we will formally give notice of the
AGM and confirm the nominations for 2019, so if there are
any more members who would like to join please let myself or
any of the committee know. Don’t forget we also need a new
chairman for the future.
At the last meeting we discussed next years calendar and that we will need to
start planning for the clubs 40th Anniversary in 2020.
So if you have any ideas for next years calendar or 2020 please let us know.
Newsletters
As I mentioned last month, I had been scanning all of the old Newsletters that
Gordon had kept and so between those and what I had, we are beginning to
gather together quite a comprehensive back catalogue. Having said that there
are still a lot of gaps that we would like to fill and then make them available to
members.
It would be greatly appreciated if you could all search through the backs of
cupboards, under the bed, in the attic to see if you have any of the copies that
we need. If I could then borrow them I can scan them creating a digital copy and
return the original.
Please see the end of the chairman's chat for a list of the newsletters that we
are looking to borrow.
Announcements / reminders.
Nov 27th.

Quiz Night @ The Railway
(Very kindly organised by Roger & Elizabeth Schofield)
Dec 28th.
Cold Turkey Run — Details TBC (New date 28th)
th
Jan 5 .
Annual Dinner (Further details in the Newsletter)
Jan 29th.
AGM @ The Railway
Feb 26th.
Clun Night—Tenpin Bowling
For those who have been to the past couple of club nights at the Railway you will
probably have noticed some new staff. Well there has been some changes to the
management and plans to revive the pub, by the quiz night they should have
completed some refurbishment work and we should have bar staff up stairs.
On to car related matters.
Winterisation of Karen’s TF was completed early this week. The soft-top was
cleaned, dried, folded down and then covered with the hardtop. So as ready as
it’s going to be except for some central locking issues that I need to investigate.
Well that’s all for now and I hope to see a good turn-out for the quiz night,
Tony
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Chairman’s Chat
We are looking for;
Any from 1980 to the end of 1990 ( so far we only have 5 for this period)
1991—Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr, Jun and July.
1992—Mar, Apr, May, Jun, Aug and Sept.
1993—April
1994—Sept
1997—Jan, Feb, May, Jun, Jul, Nov and Dec.
1998—Feb, Oct and Nov.
1999—Nov.
2000—Jun.
2001—Feb, Apr and Oct.
2002—Mar, Sept and Dec.
2003—Feb, Mar, Apr, May, Jun Jul, Oct.
2004—May and Dec.
2005—Apr, Jun, Sept, Oct, Nov and Dec.
2006—Jan, Mar, Apr, Jun, Sept, Oct and Nov
2009—Sep and Dec.
2010—Apr and Dec.
2012—Dec.
2013—July and Dec.
2014—June and Dec
It is likely that there have been occasions when the newsletters were not always
produced monthly and so some of those listed above may not exist.
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Secretaries Scribble
Is it just me, or have other people noticed the proliferation of 20mph areas
around, not just near schools but all over the place in areas that previously had
no particular hazards or reputations for being accident black spots the
Department for Transport statistics show drivers break the law across all speed
limits, the slower speed zones are the areas where they’re more inclined to
exceed the limit, which causes one to ask, are 20mph speed limits a waste of
time?
Eighty-six per cent break the law
In 2017 the DfT examined 446.6 million journeys on 74 roads in England and
found that 46% of the journeys monitored were over the limit. The number of
car drivers exceeding the speed limit went up as the speed limit lowered with
86% of journeys observed within 20mph zones above the legal limit. Speeding
within 20mph zones wasn’t only limited to drivers of cars though. 85% of
motorcyclists and 77% of bus drivers, were breaking the law, as were 84% of
commercial vehicles and 75% of HGV drivers, all travelling at an average speed of
26mph in the 20mph areas. It seems that late nights are a more tempting time in
20mph areas with 94% of car drivers exceeding the maximum speed at 2 am and
98% of motorcyclists breaking the law at midnight, but then you may be the only
person on the road at that time. The DfT’s annual speeding data shows a steady
level of speeding over the last seven years, although the 2017 figures show more
drivers exceeding 20mph than in the two previous years. The study saw 52% of
car drivers and 54% of motorcyclists exceeding the limit in 30mph zones. Sixty
mph zones are where motorists are most cautious, with just 9% of journeys
recorded as over the limit. 48% of the 34 million motorway journeys exceeded
70mph, 11% exceeded 80mph, while 1% of journeys exceeded 90mph.

‘Waste of money’
Last month in the Sun newspaper it was reported that 20mph limits have cost
over £11 million of taxpayers’ money, the AA described implementing these zones
as a “waste of money” the AA President said “Spending over £10m to put in
blanket twenty-speed signs on over 1,500 miles of road without targeting is
frankly a waste of money”. If drivers understand the reason for the speed limit,
they are more likely to obey it and rather than spending millions on signs that are
ignored, it would be better to improve dangerous junctions and put in pedestrian
crossings.” Yet, road safety advocates insist 20mph zones improve safety,
referring to data that shows a 6.2% fall in traffic accidents with each 1mph
reduction in average speed, this may be a very good argument, but at 2:00 am not
so convincing.
In July this year, The Mayor of London, the Metropolitan Police Service and
Transport for London published London’s first ‘Vision Zero’ action plan, which set
out plans to end deaths and serious injuries from London’s transport network.
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Secretaries Scribble
The strategy includes a plan to lower speed limits to 20mph on London’s roads.
The Director of Campaigns at Brake, the road safety charity, said: “The Mayor is
right to focus on speed reduction and the rollout of 20mph limits, simply put
lower speeds save lives. If you are hit by a car at 30mph, you are more likely to
die, if you are hit at 20mph, you are more likely to survive. This stark fact should
be reason enough for all to welcome the introduction of safe 20mph limits across
the capital. London is setting an example the rest of the UK should follow and we
urge the Government to make 20mph the default speed for built-up areas across
the UK, helping make streets across the country safer and more welcoming.
Frustrated drivers
The UK introduced 20mph zones in 1991 to address the problem of child
pedestrian casualties around schools The government later allowed local
authorities to impose limits anywhere without the need to apply to Government
for permission. Many, although not all, 20mph zones are outside schools. So, are
these zones successful? There’s much-reported data stating that not only did
the rate of road deaths and accidents not decrease in most of the areas where
councils installed 20mph limits, but they increased. This may be, in part, due to
frustrated motorists taking risks to get past slow-moving vehicles. Yet, a study
by the British Medical Journal determined that, after introducing 20mph limits,
road casualties dropped by 42%, and the number of children who had serious
injuries or died fell by 50%. We’re all aware it’s more dangerous to get hit by a
vehicle travelling at 30mph than by one travelling at 20mph but can we guarantee
that, should we get knocked down in a 20mph zone, the driver will be sticking to
the speed limit? from the figures it appears not, of course the argument of
protecting children outside schools disappears outside of school hours, at the
weekend and outside of term time. Also the current trend is to introduce these
limits in areas nowhere near schools or accident black spots and apply them 24/7
so, could the local council be more interested in money making? Or are putting 20
mph zones in out of the way places really going to improve safety, particularly as
most are ignored by the majority.
Paul Heyes
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Future
meetings
Forthcoming
Events

It’s back! THE BIG ONE!!!
Are you more turkey than chicken?
How big are your Christmas baubles?
Are you ready to give the other teams a stuffing?
Yes folks – it’s 2018 and its back. This is your chance to step up to the
plate and show everyone just what nuggets of useless information you’ve
got locked away in those dusty, rarely visited corners of your brain.
Same rules as last year:
No mobile phones or iPads
No more than 5 people to a team
Pretty much anything else goes.
Club Night - Tuesday 27th November – 8.00pm prompt!

You’d be crackers to miss it!!!
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Future
meetings
Forthcoming
Events
Annual Dinner and Awards evening 2019
The club's annual dinner and awards evening as mentioned previously will be
held on Saturday 5th January 2019. We have chosen to hold it in January this
year as opposed to December. There are a number of reasons for this –
principally because we all have so many events prior to Xmas and also prices
tend to be elevated at this time of year. In addition, it is lovely to have
something to look forward to straight after the New Year.
The menu for the above evening is as follows:Starters
Main course

Tomato and basil soup or Chicken liver pate

Roast chicken served with fondant potatoes with mushroom and
tarragon sauce or
Cod loin served with chive mashed potato and hollandaise sauce
Both of the above served with chef's selection of seasonal
vegetables
Dessert
Sticky toffee pudding or Lemon tart
If anyone has any problems with the above menu, please contact me, and
especially , if you have any dietary restrictions.
Could those people who have kindly confirmed their attendance please let me
have their menu choices (and the payment in some cases )

For those who haven't yet confirmed, I look forward to hearing from you for
what promises to be one of the best events of the year.
During the meal, there will be an audio visual presentation showing many of
the club's activities during the year. We hope to see as many of you as
possible.
Brief details as follows Time and date
Saturday 5th January 2019 at 19.00 hrs. for
19.30hrs
Dress
Smart casual
Venue
Hallmark Hotel, Leyland. Adjacent to Junction28,
M6
Cost
£27.50 per person
Many thanks,
Mick
Mail - mick@mcbamber.com
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Forthcoming Events
Bill’s Weekend Romp 2019
The annual club weekend away for 2019 will be based close to Worcester.
The date will be the 14th June 2019 for three nights.
The hotel is the Bank House Hotel at Worcester, link is
http://www.bankhouseworcester.com
Chris and I visited the venue recently to ensure the place is up to our standard,
and I can assure you it is. Food, rooms, general feeling about the place, staff,
are all of a standard we would expect, and in some cases much better. The spa
and swimming pool are especially good.
For those who haven’t been on a club weekend away before, the trip gives us an
opportunity to use the cars, visit places you probably haven’t been to before, and
to share the experience with like-minded people. We try to arrange something
for everyone, and this year is no exception. As can be seen from the brief
descriptions below of the things that have been arranged, there are a great
range of activities and some excellent driving roads. The overall mileage will be
less than 450 miles door to door.

Itinerary
Friday The bulk of us will meet in Preston for a bacon sandwich before
departure on Friday morning. We will then share a coffee with those who set
off the night before somewhere on the A49.
Off then to a secret destination about a further 50 miles away, where we will be
educated and fed. After that it's straight down to the venue, where we will stay
for the following three nights.
Mileage from Preston to the venue is roughly 140 miles. For those who want to
drive part way the night before, we will be arranging a hotel en route that will be
roughly 50 miles away from Preston
Saturday will be a driving day, there will be two routes, the shorter one will be
about 80 miles and will take in two major attractions. The longer route will be an
extension of the short route and will add about 30 miles to the trip but will
continue through some lovely scenery and stunning ( well ok, quite nice ) villages
Sunday will be a non-driving day. There will be a guided tour of somewhere
followed by a choice of activities in the afternoon. Whether the sporting
contest will take place remains to be seen.
There is a golf course as part of the hotel complex, but we did golf this year,
therefore if anything is arranged it won't be putting. According to Mrs Bamber.
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Future
meetings
Forthcoming
Events
Bill’s Weekend Romp 2019
Monday - return home. I can confirm that there are some nice shops in
Worcester, these being 4 miles away. I would like to report Chris didn't spend
anything there, but that wouldn't be true, as her growing collection of shoes has
just got a little larger. However, you may wish to spend a bit of time in
Worcester centre before returning home. It really is a lovely city. There is also
the last remaining UK-owned car manufacturer close by at Malvern, and trips
around the Morgan factory can be arranged. The club did this visit a few years
ago, and it is a fascinating experience.
Over the next couple of weeks, I would be grateful if you could send me a mail
indicating whether you will be participating. At this stage, there is no
commitment, simply an indication of interest.
I will be looking for a deposit ( £50 per person) from those who are definitely
interested by the middle of January. The balance will need to be paid by the end
of April.

Ooh, forgot to mention, the cost. Broadly similar to this year and will be
between £270 and £280 per person. I can't tell you exactly as I haven't done
all the deals on the attractions.
What’s included :Accommodation on a half board basis. Drinks not included.
Various tea/coffee breaks
Sumptuous route book which obviously includes tulip routes for all of the
arranged journeys.
Entrance to various attractions
As much fun as you can cope with.
Best wishes,
Mick Bamber (mick@mcbamber.com)
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Bonfire Night – 3rd November
This year’s bonfire was great fun as usual. Surprisingly the weather was quite
pleasant for a November night.
No rain and the temperature was slightly higher than normal. The only thing
missing was the Boris guy. Which was probably as well as there were a few
impressionable people there including several grandchildren.
The firework display just gets better and better every year,
or is it the memory that can’t recall just how good the
displays have been in previous years. A huge thank you is
necessary to Andy Wood for using his contacts to acquire
the fireworks for us, and also for collecting them from both
Huddersfield and Manchester.
Thanks are also due to the various “caterering volunteers”
including Dot Fowler, Rosie Doran, Paul Peel, Roy Clapham,
Chris Bamber and Bill Bradshaw.
As ever Carole (4 hotpots) Schultz pulled out all the stops, and in addition to
numerous hotpots, also provided hot drinks and parkin as well as the cutlery and
plates.
Thanks also to Paul Peel for helping set up the event on Saturday afternoon.
Let’s also not forget that the venue was provided by Andy and Carole, and that
without their support the event would probably not take place.
Thanks to all on behalf of the club.
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NEC Classic Car Show – 10th November
Some of the club went down to the NEC for the Classic car Show.
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NEC Classic Car Show – 10th November

For any one noticing, no this is not mine, but I do know the car & it’s the car I
copied the colour scheme from.
The black car, is Luke Baker's superb K3 'Homage' built on a TB chassis with
blown XPAG power. Following in his dad's footsteps, Steve Baker (the person I
bought the TC from) should be proud. The car made it's race debut in MidSeptember at the French street race; Circuit des remparts, Angouleme in the
Charente region.
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Interesting Publications
Taken from MGCC Safety Fast magazine

.
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Interesting Publications
Story taken from Octagon Club Facebook by Neil Cairns
The film "The Malta Story", made in 1953, about the island of Malta in WW2
defending itself in 1944; has a MG YT (not made until 1949) delivering a bomber
crew to their Whitley bomber! Amazing?

.
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Membership Application / Renewal Form
I / we wish to renew / apply for membership of Preston & District MG Enthusiasts
Club, at the annual subscription fee of £15.00
Names
Address

Post Code
e-mail addresses
Phone No
MG Cars

Model

Year

To comply with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), we need to gain your
consent to record or continue to hold your data and inform you of your individual rights
under the legislation. We require you to opt in to be able to hold your personal data. The
data will be limited to that given above and is required to enable the club to confirm
membership and contact you with information and updates relating directly to the club
and its activities. It will not be passed on to any third parties.
“I confirm that I have read, understood and agree with the way my data is used by
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club”
Signed

Date

Payment can be made by Cheque or by Bank Transfer as follows;
By cheque made payable to;
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club and send / pass
on to the membership secretary
By Bank Transfer to;

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
A/c number 27562668. Sort code 77 26 14
Please quote your name as the reference together with the acronym MS. (for Membership)
Membership Secretary
Tel 01282 429658
Mob 07725 503888

28 Northwood Close,
Burnley,
BB12 0JR,
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2018

Nov

27th

Club Night - Christmas Quiz

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

Dec

28th

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

Jan

5th (Sat)

Annual Dinner & Presentation - Leyland Hotel

See notes on page 7

Jan

29th (Tues)

AGM - Railway Hotel

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Alternative Events 2018
The list off events below are shown as possibly being of interest to club members.
Currently there are no plans to have club stands at any of these shows but arrangements could be made it there is sufficient interest.
Dates beyond August will be displayed in the coming months.
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Committee 2018
Officers
Chairman & Webmaster
Tony Sharples

tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Tel; 01772 495417

Mobile; 07941 679121

Secretary
Paul Heyes

paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

Tel;

Mobile; 07930 313459

Treasurer
Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Tel; 01772 321559

Mobile; 07730 435929

General Committee
Membership
Gordon Mallett

gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Tel; 01282 429658

Mobile; 07725 503888

Lancashire Lanes Run
Neil McLeod

neil_mcleod2@outlook.com

Tel; 01772 466648

Mobile; 07921089680

Newsletter
Roy Clapham

clapham4@gmail.com

Tel; 01257 264396

Mobile; 07719 756777

Dennis Read

loughrigg89@hotmail.com

Tel; 01772 433972

Mobile;

Co-opted Members
Paul Peel
Jim Worrall
So as to make the Newsletter more interesting could I please encourage you to forward
articles and photographs of your MG related activities?

Submissions are required by the 15th of the month so that the newsletter can be published
and distributed by the 20th.

