
 

Corner House meeting 
& first run off the year 
 

Page 1 pril 2018 

April 2018 
Newsletter 

Established 1980 

Inside this Issue 

• Chairman's Chat 

• Secretary’s Scribbles 

• Corner House 1st 
April 

• Fitting an Auto re-
mote battery isolator 

• Items for Sale 

• Membership Form 

• Lanes Run Entry Form 

• Club Calendar 

Announcements / reminders. 

• April 22nd.  Drive it Day & Treasure Hunt  

• April 24th.  Guest Speaker – Malcolm 
Tranter     (On British Leyland) 

• May 13th.  Sunday Club Run & Lunch 



Chairman’s Chat 

Page 2 pril 2018 

 

 

 

Hi, 
 

The March club night was the first of our Rocker Box race nights, this time it 
was a little quieter than the last. As unfortunately, we had forgotten to invite 
the Lune & Wyre Club. So with just eight cars we moved straight into the 
knockout rounds. The start ramp was set up in a slightly different place and so 
the effect on the cars steering was not as severe as the last race but still 
created a challenge, with two completing four runs before a winner could 
decided to advance to the next round.  The semi finals had John Durkin against 
Brian Roberts with Brian advancing to the final after three runs. Then David 
Williams against Godfrey Dennis, with Godfrey advancing after two runs. The 
final needed three runs and saw Brian complete the win two — one. 
 
The 8th April was our first run of the year for which Roy had rechecked a 
previous “Cold Turkey” and arranged for the White Crow to accept us for lunch. 
We started from the recently refurbished car park at Yarrow Valley Park 
which had plenty of space and no need to try and dodge the midget (MG) sized 
puddles and pot holes.  
It was a decent day weather wise and there was no excuse for not getting the 
tops down, but it seems some didn’t get the memo. 
 

 
 

Website & Facebook 
 
As you may have guessed, I have little or no interest in “un” Social Media such 
as Facebook and Twitter etc and so until someone comes on to committee that 
is a real fan of such things and has the time to commit to it, the clubs 
Facebook page will probably have to rely on members posts for any changes and 
updates. 
Having said that, I do believe it is very important for the club to have 
effective ways of communicating and keeping members updated. Therefore as 
all but one or two of our members have email addresses, email whether it be 
direct or from the website is probably the most effective way to reach the 
vast majority. 



It is for this reason that you should have received a couple of emails; 
• One from the website in the form of a post or broadcast. 
• At least one from me asking for confirmation as to whether either have 

been received. 
Hopefully as you will already have seen the website has a feature where 
information can be entered into a post or broadcast type template and emailed to 
all members and is a good way of sending out updates. (with heading as shown 
below) 

 
In the future we will see if this information can also be published on the website. 
From the website we can also send out the newsletter. 
On the calendar page we will be putting further information about forth coming 
events and hopefully using a feature where members can book tickets or places 
on events, this will help the committee or event organisers know who plans to 
attend or want lunch etc. 
 
Membership. 
 At the end of 2017 club membership stood at 78 members of which some 60 
have renewed. 
For those who haven’t renewed yet please note, subs are now overdue and to 
continue being a member and receive newsletters etc. Please see included in the 
newsletter the renewal form and options on how to pay. 
  
Announcements / reminders. 

April 22nd.  Drive it Day & Treasure Hunt (Further details in the Newsletter) 
April 24th.  Guest Speaker – Malcolm Tranter (On British Leyland) 

May 13th.  Sunday Club Run & Lunch 
See the club and other events calendars for later events. 

 
Finally for this month. 
Hopefully you will remember in the February Newsletter that I stated my plan to 
stand down from the committee at the 2019 AGM and asking that if anyone was 
interested in standing for committee and chairman to let me know, but so far no 
interest. We discussed this again at the last committee meeting and agreed that 
we could co-opt on to this year’s committee someone that was interested in the 
position. This would give an opportunity to know how the committee and club is 
run and what is involved.  
If you are interested, please speak to me or any member of the committee. 
 
Well that's all for now,  
Tony 
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I hope everyone is looking forwards to the new rules for MOTs  next month and a 
fine of up to £2,500 if they are caught breaking them. The new fines cover areas 
such as not having a valid certificate, or not reaching the new standards, 
particularly emissions standards for diesel cars. The new rules will start to take 
effect on May 20th, but many people are not aware of the changes, or the increase 
in fines for non-compliance of the new rules.    

At the beginning of this year new measures where announced as part of the new 
MOT to catch out drivers. Now the rules will become law, so you should be aware of 
the new details, one example is putting your car in for the MOT early. If you put 
your car in for an MOT before it is due, and it fails, you could face a fine if you 
continue to drive the car, despite the fact that the original MOT certificate still 
has a period left to run. That’s because if the car doesn’t get through the tighter 
new MOT rules, then it will no longer be classed as road legal, regardless of an 
existing MOT certificate or not.  

The new rules can also include points on your licence for drivers who are caught 
breaking them, which will be a nice new punishment for drivers, how this will be 
policed is not clear, and the police have not indicated whether they would chase 
evaders for breaking the new rules.  

The new, complex MOT rules include a new series of defect types – dangerous, 
major and minor. There are also more strict rules on emissions for diesel cars, 
while cars that are 40 years or older would become MOT exempt.  Rather than 
MOTs being a pass or fail, the new defect types could create confusion for drivers 
and testers, each tester will have to use their judgement as to whether a defect is 
dangerous, major or minor and this could lead to differences from one garage to 
another.    

The definition of fault types could also confuse motorists, especially between the 
dangerous and major fault categories. In the current system, if a car has a fault 
that means it fails the MOT, then it must be repaired before being used again. But 
under the new test, a vehicle with dangerous or major fault will automatically fail. 
A minor fault on a diesel car could end up being a major one, if it effects emissions, 
simply because of the fuel type. Any minor defects will be listed on the MOT 
certificate alongside the existing advisory notices system for things that you may 
want to get fixed before they deteriorate.  

The new rules also include more stress for diesel drivers with the introduction of 
more stringent regulations for emission testing. A diesel car can get an automatic 
fail if there is any smoke emitted from the exhaust in some cases. The diesel 
particulate filters will also be checked, and if these are defective, missing or 
altered, then the car will automatically be failed. 
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Other tougher tests involve the lights on the car. Reverse, front fog and daytime 
running lights have all now been included as part of the MOT, if fitted.                                          
Reversing lights were first included in 2009 while daytime running lights were first 
added in March this year. Front fog lights were also added last month.                          
Other new fails introduced next month include:- 
  
Obviously underinflated tyres.                                                            
Contaminated brake fluid.                                                                                                                             
Warning lights for brake pad wear.                                                                      
Fluid leaks, if they pose environmental contamination risks. This one is obviously 
very subjective and could mean almost anything. 
 
So if you`ve got a classic get it exempted A.S,A.P. if it’s an old petrol car then hope 
for the best, and if it’s an older diesel your probably screwed, unless of course you 
can get rid of it (for next to nothing) to some gullible fool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

So it will be either exempt, pass, maybe, fail or Sorry pal no chance. Good luck! 

Paul Heyes 
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Here are a few photo’s from the first 
mornings meeting of the year at The 
Corner House. 
 
Quite a few of the club were there and 
although it was a bit cold, there was a 
good array of classic cars to look around. 
 
The next meeting is on the 6th May 2018 

You will need to be there early to get a 
parking space. 
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This is a More Convenient Car Battery 
Disconnect Switch System that can re-
motely master kill your car power sys-
tem to prevent the car power drain or 
save the car from being stolen.  
 
No power leakage anymore. prolong your 
car battery life  
 
Comparing to traditional battery switch, 
this Remote Control Electromagnetic 
Battery Switch Disconnect allows you to 
move the trigger from under the bonnet 
to your hand so  that you won't need to 
open the bonnet to turn on power every 
time.  

 
Just press the remote button - handy 
easy & simple!. Come with nice silver re-
mote control with distance up to 160 feet. 
You can even control it in your house. Uni-
versal for 12V Vehicle Power System. Re-
mote Receiver Standby Current is very low 
(0.0085A).  

 Electromagnetic Switch Max Current: 

1000A, Rated Current: 100A, Rated Volt-
age: DC 12V, Working Voltage: DC 12V, 
Lifetime of Use: 100,000 Times.  
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Fitting a Car Auto Remote Control Battery Switch Disconnect 

Anti-theft Master Kill DC 12V  



  

 
Priced at under £40 through Linko-Tech Amazon Store or eBay. 
 
It can be fitted onto any 12volt car with positive or negative earth systems. 
 
This system can be fitted fairly easily, the instructions are clear and easily fol-
lowed. 
 
Extra remotes can be purchased and married to the system. 
 
I have fitted one of these to my TC and also my Y type,  
 
The TC is negative earth and the Y is positive earth. The instructions are for neg-
ative earth, but it is just a matter of changing over the wires to change to posi-
tive earth. 
 
So if anyone would like to see one fitted, don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
Roy Clapham 
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Items for sale 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Lunar Cosmos 462 2 berth van. 
Very good condition. 
Large end wash room. 
Motor mover fitted. 
Includes most equipment and air porch awning. 
One owner, new Sept 2015. 
Manufacturer’s warranty till Sept 2018. 
Water ingress warranty till Sept 2021. 
Fully serviced. 
 

Well below dealer price. £11250. 
 

George Farnell 
01257 234317. 
Mobile 07462790209  
Email = gmfarn1@aol.com 
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Car details or changes. _______________________________________________ 
 
(if any)   _______________________________________________ 

 
I wish to apply for / renew my membership of Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club at the 
annual subscription fee of £15.00 
 
Signed: -   _____________________________________ 
 
Date: -   _____________________________________ 
 
Payment; 

By cheque made payable too; Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club and send / pass on to Gordon (details at bot-

tom of the form) 

Or 

By Bank Transfer too;  Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club. 

                               A/c number 27562668. Sort code 77 26 14 

Don’t forget to quote your name as the reference together with the acronym MS. (for membership) 
 

Membership Secretary 
Gordon Mallett. 

28 Northwood Close, 

Burnley, 
BB12 0JR, 

Tel 01282 429658 

Mob 07725 503888 

Name 
  

  

Address 
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

Post Code 
  

  

e-mail address 
  

  

Phone No 
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Preston & District 

MG Enthusiasts Club. 

Annual Lancashire Lanes Run 

Sunday 19th August 2018 

Entry Form 

  

Driver   

Passenger   

Address   

    

    

Post Code   

Tel No   

Email address   

Car Reg No   

Make of Car   

Model & Year   

Car Club   

Entry Fee is £15.00 for a car & two passengers, 
Including Tea /Coffee with biscuits a rally plaque & 
tulip style route map. 

  
Entry Fee 

  
    £ 

Extra passengers requiring Tea / Coffee £2.00 
each 

  @ £2.00 =     £ 

We have TWO routes this year (a) 45miles & (b) 
75miles. Please indicate your preferred route. 

Route A Route B   

If you wish to dine & chat at the finish of the day a 
Hot meal will be served from 4:30pm@ £10.95 per 
head for which a voucher will be included with 
your start pack, Drinks at the bar are extra. 
Please indicate below number of each choice 

    
@ 

  
£10.95 

  
= 

  
    £ 

Menu choice (1) Homemade chicken & mushroom pie served with steamed 
veg & beef stake chips. 

  

Menu choice (2) Roasted Mediterranean veg & Lancashire cheese quiche 
dressed salad & chips. 

  

Total Cost (entry, tea/coffee, food etc)     £ 

Please Make cheques payable to 
PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC. 
To receive confirmation of your entry, please ensure your 
email address is included or send stamped addressed 
envelope. 

Post To;     Neil McLeod 
                 21, Southlands Ave 
                 Lostock Hall 
                 Preston     PR5 5XB 
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 

Calendar of Club Events 2018 

Apr  

22nd Drive it Day - Run, Treasure Hunt & Lunch Phantom Winger, Preston. 10:30am 

24th Club Night - Speaker Malcolm Tranter  Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

May  

13th Sunday Club Run & Lunch TBA 

29th Club Night - Autotest (Schultz Estate) 7:30pm 

Jun  

3rd Sunday Club Run & Lunch TBA 

8/11th Bill’s Weekend Romp (Dumfries Area) TBA 

24th Classic Car Day - Towneley Park, Burnley 9.30 meet @ B&Q Bamber Bridge 

26th Club Night - SYCO Night  Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

Jul  

1st Leighton Hall Classic Car Show Phantom Winger 9:00am 

7th Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted) TBA 

15th Fleetwood Tram Day 9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot 

22nd Lytham Classic Car Show TBA 

31st Club Night - Evening Run  TBA 

Aug  

12th Northern National, Pateley Bridge Salmesbury Hotel 9.00am 

19th Lancashire Lanes Run Park Hall, Charnock Richard 

28th Club Night - Evening “Chippie” Run Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

Sep  

1st Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm 9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south 

2nd Cholmondeley Castle Festival of 1000 Classics 9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south 

23rd Canberra Club meeting - BAE 11am to 4pm - Samlesbury 

25th Club Night - Rocker  Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

Oct  

7th Sunday Club Run & Lunch TBA 

30th Club Night - Possibly with Guest Speaker  Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

Nov  

3rd (Sat) Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate Bonfire lit 7pm sharp 

27th Club Night - Christmas Quiz Railway Tavern 8:00pm 

Dec 27th Cold Turkey Run TBA 

Jan 5th (sat) Annual Dinner & Presentation - Leyland Hotel TBA 
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 
Alternative Events 2018 

The list off events below are shown as possibly being of interest to club members. 

Currently there are no plans to have club stands at any of these shows but arrangements 
could be made it there is sufficient interest. 

Dates beyond August will be displayed in the coming months. 

 

Apr    

1st Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

8th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

21/22nd Leisure Lakes Steam Rally, Tarleton All day 

29th Classics, Cleveleys(B'Pool Vehicle Preservation)   

May     

6th Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

6th Leyland Commercial Museum - Spring Show   

13th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

13th Lancs Vehicle Club - Astley Pk. Chorley   

27th Chipping Steam Fair   

27/28th Capesthorne Hall Classic Car Show   

Jun         
               

2nd Heskin Steam Rally   

2/3rd Tatton Park Classic Show   

3rd Burnley & Pendle Run (see MGOC Mag)   

3rd Corner House, Wrightington - Classics meet 9am - 12noon 

10th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

10th Manchester to Blackpool Run   

10th  Cleveleys Classic Car Show   

16/17th Woodvale Rally, Victoria Park, Southport   

24th Cobblestone Run (See MGOC Mag)   

Jul          

1st Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

8th Black Pudding Run, Bury (see MGOC Mag)   

8th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

22nd Capesthorne Hall - Classic Car Show   

29th Frodsham Motor Show   

4/5th Hebden Bridge Vintage car weekend   

Aug        
          

5th Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet 9am - 12noon 

12th St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill 10am - 2pm 

12th Classics in Miller Park, Preston   

18/19th Tatton Park   

25th (Sat) Botany Bay Car Fest   

26th Ormskirk Motor Fest   

26th Capesthorne Hall   

26th Classic Car Show, Stanley Park, Blackpool   

26th Ormskirk Motor Fest   

26th Capesthorne Hall   

26th Classic Car Show, Stanley Park, Blackpool   
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC 

Committee 2018 

Officers  

Chairman & Webmaster  

Tony Sharples tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk 

Tel; 01772 495417 Mobile; 07941 679121 

Secretary  

Paul Heyes paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com 

Tel; 0161 725 9966 Mobile; 07930 313459 

Treasurer  

Mick Bamber mick@mcbamber.com  

Tel; 01772 321559 Mobile; 07730 435929 

  
General Committee  

General & Membership  

Gordon Mallett gordon.mg@btinternet.com  

Tel; 01282 429658 Mobile; 07725 503888 

General & Lancashire Lanes Run  

Neil McLeod neil_mcleod2@outlook.com  

Tel; 01772 725275 Mobile; 07505 261593 

General  

Roy Clapham clapham4@gmail.com  

Tel; 01257 264396 Mobile; 07719 756777 

General  

Dennis Read loughrigg89@hotmail.com  

Tel; 01772 433972 Mobile;  

 

Newsletter Editor  

Roy Clapham clapham4@gmail.com  

Tel; 01257 264396 Mobile; 07719 756777 

So as to make the Newsletter more interesting could I please encourage you to forward 
articles and photographs of your MG related activities? 
 
Submissions are required by the 15th of the month so that the newsletter can be published 
and distributed by the 20th. 
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