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Bill and some of the lady members at the start of the
lancashire lanes run.

Vice Chairman’s Chat
Well it’s a while since I’ve done one of these, but with Tony chillin’ by a pool in Lanzarote, its
my chance to climb up onto my soapbox and talk all things Preston MG Club.
This years Lancashire Lanes run once again started and finished at Dobbies Garden Centre
(Blackpool Rd) on what was a fabulous warm sunny day. Around 48 cars took part on an
excellent route which had been arranged by Norman Lowe with the help of Tony and Andy.

The club run to Oulton Park at the beginning of September had a slightly disappointing turn
out – those of us that did go however, had a fabulous (if rather damp) day. The racing was
tremendous (if you exclude the Morgan Aero 8 which was a complete disgrace – Rosie’s
Toyota Aygo could have shown it a clean pair of heels), and the wet weather added to the
excitement.
We’ve run this event for the last 4 years and in the past its always been well supported,
however, judging by this year’s turnout, maybe its time to consider giving it a break for a
year or two.
Fairhaven Classic Car Show - Unfortunately, the organisers of the Fairhaven Classic Car
Show advised us, at short notice, that they would be unable to provide car parking for
ourselves at this years show. This was slightly disappointing, as it’s always been a show that
we’ve been keen to attend in the past. However, we managed to arrange an alternative run
to the Shard Bridge Hotel (via a coffee stop at Wallings Pudding Café). And once again, a
good turnout of cars enjoyed a fabulous Sunday run and lunch.
Concorde - have you ever fancied flying on Concorde – well, that’s unlikely to happen,
certainly in the near future, however, the club are able to offer the next best thing.
We’ve organised a Sunday run to Manchester Runway Visitor Park which includes a
Concorde experience and aircraft tour – this will take place on Sunday October 9th.
The cost of the tour is £13.50/p however, we’ve arranged for a 2 course Sunday lunch to be
provided prior to the tour for an additional £10.00. Now, where can you get a 2 course
Sunday lunch for a tenner – unless, like Ray Cohen, your venue of choice for Sunday lunch is
McDonalds, I would suggest that £10.00 is a bargain.
Arrangements are as follows:Meet at Anderton Services on the M61 at 12:30pm for a 1:00pm depart. We’ve arranged a
scenic run down to Manchester runway visitor park.
Sunday lunch is served at 2:30pm
1 hr Concorde aircraft tour begins at 4:00pm
Total cost is £23.50 per person including parking
You can probably appreciate, that there is a maximum number of people that the tour can
accommodate, and for this reason, I’m afraid that we are having to arrange this on a first
come first served basis. Please don’t think that you can just turn up on the day – we have to
advise the venue of numbers on the day before the event. Can anyone that intends to join
us, please contact Kevin and confirm numbers in your party.

Announcements & reminders
Sept 18th Canberra Club meeting cancelled
Sept 27th Club night – Natter & Noggin
Oct 9th Concorde experience & aircraft tour
Oct 25th Club Night – Derek Mayer guest speaker (Mille Miglia)
Nov 5th Bonfire & fireworks @ Schultz Estate
Nov 29th Roger and Elizabeth annual Christmas Quiz
Dec 3rd Annual Club Dinner & Presentation night.

And finally
Just sayin’…………..

Bald men are sexier, more masculine, scientific study finds

A recent scientific study found that men with bald heads are perceived to be more
masculine, dominant and stronger.

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
The curious death of Cecil Kimber (Mr MG)
In 1924 Cecil Kimber founded the MG sports car marque, becoming at the age of
just 36, the father of the small affordable sports car. Despite his commercial
success, however, Kimber was fired from the parent company in 1941 for
accepting a military repair contract without seeking board clearance first. He had
little trouble in finding another job, and in December 1942 he joined a London
engineering company as a super-salesman.
On the night of Sunday, 4th February 1945 (with World War 2 still raging), Kimber
went to King’s Cross station in London to catch the 6pm train bound for Leeds. He
intended to get off at Peterborough, one of the first stops, for a sales meeting the
following morning. The London & North Eastern Railway’s Silver Fox locomotive,
numbered 2512, rumbled out of the station, hauling its 590 ton, 17 carriage train.
However, it was raining quite hard, and as the heavy rain lashed the rails, Silver
Fox’s wheels slipped so violently that the engine stalled, and the train began to
roll backwards. The route for outgoing trains had already been re-set to allow the
7pm Aberdeen Express to depart from platform 10. But in the King’s Cross signal
box, a signalman detected what was happening to the stricken Leeds train and
tried frantically to divert the now runaway train back to platform 15. The last
coach had crossed the points before they began to move. The last two coaches
derailed and the very last one toppled over.
While 25 passengers were ferried to nearby hospitals, rescuers used flame cutters
to reach the final two victims trapped inside. Both were dead. One was Cecil Kirk,
a Blackpool fishing company manager. The other was Cecil Kimber. The severity
of the crash meant that train services took 19 days to resume fully. An inspector’s
report later concluded that brand new track, barely worn train wheels, the heavy
rain and a 1:105 gradient on the line were collectively responsible.
Cecil Kimber was only on that train because he couldn’t get the petrol coupons to
drive to Peterborough in his own MG!
A sad tale about a great man in the MG scheme of things……..
------------------

Now - Dash-Cams
Camera, who needs one? Got one on my phone!
Ah but, and there is always a but.
If you should have an accident, you can take photos of what happened and where
it happened.
Good idea, and in this day and age, perhaps a must.
This is where the ‘but’ comes in – what about having a dashboard camera?

That is a camera fixed to the windscreen or dashboard top, filming everything
that happens on your journey.
When or if there is an accident, or as the police say, an incident, you have all what
happened on record in HD on a SIM card in the camera. All you have to do is press
a button to save the last 10 – 15 minutes of film.
You have total proof of the incident, and who the guilty party is, whoever was
involved.
The police really like it if there is a date and time stamp on the film.
Now, as I said, there are always ‘buts’. It could also prove that an accident was
your fault and now you are ‘stuck right in it’! But as good drivers, that would
never happen to Preston & District club members, would it?
‘This is all fine’, I hear you say. ‘We are not all rich, cameras are expensive’, but
that is not really true. Cameras can be bought on the internet for as little as £25,
which is not a lot these days, but you could probably spend a bit more and get a
better bracket to fix it – and also you could pay extra for a decent sized SIM card.
At the lower end price you probably won’t get any instructions on how to use the
camera, so you just use your nous, stick it to the windscreen, plug it in and away
you go. I suppose the best way is to wire it to an ignition feed, so you don’t have to
plug it in every time, so that as soon as the ignition is switched on, the camera is
also.
Like all these gadgetry things, there are variations – some also record out the back
as well as the front, most have screens which you can adjust to set the view
correctly, but some don’t, some are even linked to GPS so they can pin-point the
exact co-ordinates of the accident. Clever stuff!
Another thought – if you are in an accident, it is always a good idea to ask any
lorry drivers that may be present if their lorry had a camera on it, because new
lorries now generally come with cameras fitted as standard, covering front and
back.
There are other uses as well – you can report bad driving instances and send the
film in as evidence. Some cameras can be set to come on if someone gets close to
your car, or starts to vandalise it or break into it.
If you have your car serviced at a garage, or you’ve left it at airport parking, you
could play back just to make sure your pride and joy was not abused or used for a
joy ride whilst you were away.
Cameras can be bought now through all the big retailers, motor factors, and of
course the good old internet. I bet they will be fitted as standard on cars before
long…..
-------------And – please keep an eye open for any broadcasts, as some changes to events
listed, may take place from time to time.

GODFREY

PDMGEC
Sunday 9th October
Run and Concorde tour
Manchester airport

Price £23.50 inc. 1 hour tour presentation, parking
and 2 course lunch
Numbers are strictly limited so its “first come first served”
If your interested and would like to join the tour, please
contact Kevin Doran

Social Event for your diary
ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY AND XMAS DINNER
On Saturday 3rd December the club is hosting the above event at
Ashton & Lea Golf Club.
The format will be similar to the last few years insofar as the
evening will commence with a welcome drink, then dinner,
followed by the annual awards presentation. The annual awards
will include the popular Christmas Pudding awards. It will be
interesting to see how good the memory is of the organiser of
these particular awards.
Immediately following the awards you will then be free to move
to the lounge, where you will be entertained by Nightshift, the
same fabulous group as last year.
The committee sincerely hope you will be able to make the above
event.
We will be contacting you later to suggest you pay for the Xmas
meal in advance. This reminder will be in the October newsletter.
—–––––––––––––––––Don`t hang around wasting time waiting for a better offer that
might never arrive, get your name down for our Christmas “do”
before it`s too late

FOR THE MGF AND TF OWNERS IN THE CLUB

Why bother waiting around for your head gasket to go? Get
instant results and cut out that annoying wait. Add this new
product to your oil, to get that much loved traditional
appearance in your engine, excellent x-mas gift suggestion for
the true enthusiast (unlimited quantities available)

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Autotest - Schultz Palace

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Evening Club Run tesco buckshaw village

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night - Evening run

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting (cancelled)
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch (concorde tour)
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
28th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul
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Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q
7.30 depart 8.00

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
07930313459
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

