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Chairman’s Chat
Hi, Firstly I most apologise for the delay in this month’s newsletter. Karen and I have only just
returned from a two week holiday in Lanzarote and I had not had the time to write the
Chairman’s Chat before we left.
Since the last Newsletter we have had members attending a number of events such as the
Lancashire Lanes Run, club night including a run, Oulton Park race meeting and the Canberra
Club car show.
Events.
Lancashire Lanes Run.
This year’s event started and finished at Dobbies Garden Centre (Blackpool road) on what
was mostly a bright and sunny day, except for the torrential downpour at about 3:30pm.
At the start with the good weather we were lucky to be able to have the refreshments
served close to the cars, which seemed to help create a good atmosphere as all of the
entrants could wander around the cars and chat.

We tried to speak to most of the entrants as they returned to Dobbies and the feedback
seemed very positive and so hope we hope they all enjoyed the day.
We had some 40 cars on the event, 18 of which were our own club members which is really
good to see. Having said that about a third of them entered after the closing date making it
very difficult for the organisers to order rally plates and print road books.
It was especially good to see Bill out in his beloved and now automatic TA. The following
couple of photos show the car being checked out / prepared and then ready for the off.
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Canberra Club Annual Car Show.
This was the 3rd year the event had been run and was much bigger than I remember from
last year’s event.
As a number of club members were still away in Italy, I was unsure as to how many cars
might turn up but was very pleased to see that we had some 15 cars on our stand and that at
the end of the day we were awarded for; the best presented club stand.

In the morning whilst messing around with all of the bags for the gazebo and flags etc I
managed to lock the car keys in the boot of the TF, so need to Thank Olive for kindly taking
Karen to collect the spare car keys.
Newsletter.
Below is my note from last month’s newsletter. When I was speaking to Paul (newsletter
editor) at the Canberra show he commented on how little there was for this month’s
newsletter and so I would like to ask again for members to please try and contribute.
Every month we try to make sure that a good newsletter is sent out, but unfortunately apart
from the rare exception all of the content is from the committee. I think all of us would
appreciate being able to read articles from club members and not just the committee and
what may be our view of the club and its activities.
I would therefore like to invite anyone to put pen to paper (or these days type an e-mail and
include photos) and send to Paul Heyes for inclusion in future editions. The closing date for
articles is the 15th of each month. The articles do not have to be club related, anything you
think would be of interest, would be enjoyed by readers.
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Club Regalia.
At the last committee meeting we agreed to purchase a new batch of club umbrella’s so
these should be available soon. We have also made contact with our normal suppliers for club
clothing and caps and would hope to be able to have more information on this after the next
committee meeting.
Announcements / reminders
· In October it will be membership renewal time. Please see included renewal form.
· Bonfire Night. In early October we will confirm the cost of the bonfire night and then
ask that you make your booking and payment so that we can plan for the catering etc.
(Booking and payment will be required by the end of October)
· Annual Dinner. This is now getting close and hopefully you will remember the article
from month’s newsletter. It is a great evening, not to be missed. Could you please get
your booking into the committee along with menu choices and payment as soon as
possible. Please see the menu later in the newsletter.
Well that’s all for now, hopefully see you all at the next club night.
Tony
PS.
It would be interesting to know what Gordon was concentrating on and what Michael was about
to do;
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Secretary’s Scribbles
There is some recent good news for classic car owners this month, relating to period number
plates. The DVLA has announced a change to the legislation on usage of these old style nonreflective black & white plates, which were previously only legal when fitted to pre-1973 vehicles.
The DVLA now says that their use has been extended to all vehicles that qualify for the Historic
Vehicle class – and therefore free tax - which currently applies to vehicles built before January
1975. This instantly allows another two years of cars to use the older plates, and because it’s on
a rolling basis, will be extended every year.
A friend of mine has a 53 plate MG TF in green. It is often parked near the shops in Longton, and
I frequently see it when I’m picking my paper up in the morning. About a month ago, 8am in the
morning on a dry day, I noticed a trail of water along the ground, the source of which was coming
from the rear end of the MG. I knelt down to look and could see a steady drip just forward of the
right rear wheel. I suspected the worst, and knowing the major problems that can arise as a
result of water leaks, I went to speak to him. Now he’s not particularly into his MGs but he does
like the car to drive, and has had it for a while. I told him about the leak and suggested that he
didn’t drive the car until the problem was fully looked into. He told me he had not noticed any
overheating on his 3 mile run to work, but would see to the problem immediately. I was thinking
more of burst hose, leaking water pipes, water pump and indeed cylinder head gasket failure. So
– surprise, surprise, when I saw him a few days later with the TF parked up outside the shops.
He had driven the MG home, and had a mechanic friend look over the car. The drain holes on
the right sill had become blocked and the sill was full with water. A push of a screwdriver into the
drain holes released a cascade of water – problem solved! The car is always parked in a private
space where the road surface slants to the right, hence the drip on the right side.
Moral of this story? Keep your drain holes clear!
Great to see Bill Ryding out again in his TA on the Lancashire Lanes Run. His new engine setup
and auto gearbox performed perfectly, and the TA climbs the steeper hills effortlessly. No need
either, to keep a close eye on the temperature gauge all the time. Great job, Andy, in getting
Bill’s car fettled – and the engine bay looks fabulous.
And talking of the Lancashire Lanes Run – what a great day it turned out to be, certainly until
about 4pm when several drivers got caught in a torrential downpour. Bill had his top down, but
the trusty old club brollie came to his rescue. He & Scottie made it home without too much of a
problem. I heard Gordon got drenched, as did the footwell of his MGC. But the run itself was
outstanding with brilliant weather. Great tulip map, and great job by all the Lanes Run committee.

Club Events
·

September club night, Tuesday the 29th, will take the form of a ‘Garage Clearout & Spares
Sale’. Bring with you those unwanted bits & pieces that others may need, nothing too
large of course – we all are always looking for a bargain! If you have larger items why
not bring along a couple of photos.

And there are other events going on that are not in our calendar, but are well worth a visit:
·

The Cornerhouse at Wrightington holds an informal classic car meet on the 1st Sunday of
each month 9am to 11.30am, the next being the 4th October & the 1st November.

GODFREY
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“ A BIG THANK YOU ”

So here we are, sat on our new garden seat for which we send our sincere
thanks to all fellow members for the kind thought following my retirement
as Club Chairman.

---and the thanks does not end here.
I am delighted by the invitation of the Committee to become Honorary
President and I will be pleased to serve our Club to the best of my ability
towards our future success.
Yes – there are yet more thanks that involve all of you who have given
support to Lillian and I during the past difficult year. Currently things are
moving on apace as you will see from the picture the bit of high tech
German engineering masquerading as my right leg. The leg and I are now
under intense training at the old Sharoe Green Hospital in Preston in the
hope that I will be walking again soon.
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AND the thanks continue to the man who gave me access to the outside
world via a wheelchair ramp at the front door, built and fitted the day after
I got released from Hospital.
Not only that, but the same man converted the Range Rover to accelerator
on the left so that I could drive it. (We can discuss the incident on Asda car
park at a later date.)
AND not only that but the man who knew of my sincere wish to once more
drive my beloved TA and did something about it.

Here, fitted into the engine bay of the TA is a 1971 Marina “A”series engine
with automatic transmission.
“Need I say more”
We hope to be on the road soon! Thank you very very much Andy.
BILL

7

Canberra club classic car show

Potential new member being “strongly encouraged” to cough up membership fee.
(Note clever use of PDMGEC driving shoes, soon to be available to all members.)

Lancashire lanes run

Gordon informs his navigator that he can see a quicker route back to Dobbies, its almost 0.1 miles shorter
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Annual Awards & Christmas Dinner Evening
Menu options.
Name __________________________________
Selection Choice
Starters

Choice and number

Duck & orange pate served with a warm apple & ale chutney.
Chef’s homemade thick vegetable soup.
Deep fried brie wedges with caramelised onion chutney.
Mains Choice

Choice and number

Roast striploin of beef with Yorkshire pudding.
Roast breast of turkey with the traditional trimmings.
Poached loin of cod served with a rich and spicy tomato sauce.
Desserts Choice

Choice and number

Xmas pudding and brandy sauce.
Lemon tartlet with fresh cream.
Warm chocolate sponge and custard.
As soon as possible could you please confirm whether you wish to attend the annual dinner and
if so forward your menu choices along with the payment (Cheque or cash to the value of £22.50
per person) to either;
Tony Sharples tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk
Mick Bamber mick@mcbamber.com
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
1. NEW
2. RENEWAL
Membership Secretary
Gordon Mallett.
28 Northwood Close,
Burnley,
BB12 0JR,
Tel 01282 429658
Mob 07725 503888

Est. 1980

Name
------------------------------------------------------------Address
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Telephone

-------------------------------------------------------------

E-mail address

-------------------------------------------------------------

Car details or changes.
(if any)

-------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------

I wish to renew my annual subscription and enclose herewith my cheque / postal order in the sum of £15.00 made payable to: Preston & District MGEC.
Signed: -

-------------------------------------------------------------

Date: -

-------------------------------------------------------------
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 24 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.30

Lakeside Preston

Sun 22 Mar

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

New hall tavern PR5 0XA

Tue 31 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Apr

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

The Mill cafe

Sun 26 Apr

Drive It Day (inc. Treasure Hunt)

10.00

Booths car park Garstang

Tue 28 Apr

Club Night (inc. Quiz)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 May

Club run and lunch

10 00

Start at Mitton Hall

Tue 26 May

Club Night – Evening Run

18 30

Lang's of Longton PR45BF

5/8 June

NTBHWE - Derbyshire

09.30

TBA

Sun 14 Jun

Classic Car Show – Hoghton Tower

10.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 28 Jun

Classic Car Show Townley Park

09.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Sat 4 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars)

10.30

Gas Works Rd. Lostock H

Sun 5 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.00

Phantom Winger

Sun 12 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.00

Plough, Runshaw Ln. PR7 6HB

Sun 19 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot Car Park

Tue 28 Jul

Club Night - SYCO

Sun 9 Aug

Northern National Pateley Bridge

20.00
09.00

Railway at Leyland
Salmesbury Hotel PR5 0UL

Sun 16 Aug

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 23 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Dobbies. Blackpool Road

Tue 25 Aug

Club Night – Evening Run?

19.00

Leyland Park (car park)

Sat 12 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services

Sun 13 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show/Lunch

Sun 20 Sep

Canberra Club Classic Car Show

11.00

BAE premises, Samlesbury

Tue 29 Sep

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 11 Oct

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 Oct

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night + Hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 24 Nov

Club Night, Elizabeths xmas quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.00

Ashton & Lea Golf Club

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA

Tue 30 Jun

Cancelled

UPDATED 21/9/2015
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information

Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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