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A good turnout for the 12th Lancashire Lanes Run, but Oh Dear—that weather
again! It didn‟t deter some 47 cars turning up and completing a 90 mile run on a
well planned route round East Lancashire. More in the newsletter.

Forthcoming Events (see fuller events list page 11)
22nd September (Sat) - Leyland Festival at Worden Park. The club has 6 volunteers
attending this show.
25th September (Tue) - Club Night at the Welcome Tavern—Annual Quiz

n.b. Note that the run to St Annes Pleasureland Event on the 7th October is cancelled
14th October (Sun) - Evening Run through Blackpool Lights - with Fish & Chips.
Meet at Ribble Pilot car park (near Halfords on Preston Docks) 17.30.
30th October (Tue) - Club Night Welcome Tavern—Speaker Ian Pogson (MG Group)
3rd November (Sat) - Bonfire Night at the Schultz Estate.
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CHAIRMAN‟S CHAT SEPTEMBER 2012
If you remember the song “Living next door to Alice”
and the confusion as to who she was - well

Here she is! Alice Nutter

….and a BIG thanks to Kevin and Rosie for their wonderful efforts in
organising a super 30 miler with a very good lunch stop at Bashall
Barn.
Our route through the Pendle Hill area took us around the small hamlets where 400 years ago a coven of witches were unceremoniously
rounded up, transported to Lancaster Castle and subjected to summary justice.
The things they did in the past makes the mind “boggle” but at least
nowadays (according to Sam Cohen) things are more civilised and
“caging” seems to be the sufficient action.
I do hope the lost doggy found his mummy and daddy and I look forward to seeing those who were not arrested for failure to pay for the
“ice cream Sunday” at the next event.
______________________________
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THE “SUMMER” WEATHER, as we have seen, has played a
significant part in the cancellation and re scheduling of events
throughout our calendar expectations and it is nice to see that the
Cumbria Gazette has reverted to imperial measure in its report on
the cancellation of the August Bank Holiday Monday racing at
Cartmel (which we were to attend with BBQ etc.)
They informed us that during the past 12 months the area has suffered 5 ½ feet of rainfall with 3 feet during the last 2 months!
To me this is relevant because I know that I could dive from a high
board into 5 ½ feet of water and certainly swim around in 3 feet, as
for millimetres I would need advice.

AND the continuing deluge caused Andrew Greenwood to cancel
the Sunday 2nd September re-scheduled Leighton Hall event, a decision, in spite of Godfrey‟s efforts, we were not aware of until late
afternoon on the previous day.

SO late e-mails were sent out with the expectation that many would
not be opened and we decided to turn up at Burlingtons at the prior
arranged time on the Sunday morning resulting in a turnout of 8
member cars.

IT was not wasted as an impromptu decision was agreed. So taking
advantage of a rare summers day we headed north on the old A6
through Lancaster with a call at the Lancaster and Morcambe Engineering Club‟s model railway at Carnforth, then on to the Wheatsheaf at Beetham for Lunch and home through a busy sunny Morecambe.

IT was good to see John Titterington back in the saddle looking

fully recovered and our thanks to him for the model railway information (see Godfrey‟s photos.)
———————————

PLEASE NOTE
Other amendments that have become necessary to our programme:
CANCELLATION:- Sunday October 7th - St Annes Pleasureland
ADDITION:- Sunday October 14th - we celebrate the centenary of
the Blackpool Illuminations with an evening run and a fish supper.
ALL details in this issue.
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THINGS TO COME
The dates of the majority of our fixed events are published monthly in the
Newsletter with times, dates and venues etc. but some of them require necessary feedback for the purpose of making reservations, catering requirements and so on.
Therefore for the three important events below, it would be appreciated if
you could advise any Committee Member, or e-mail to myself your intention of attendance or otherwise.
1.

BONFIRE, HOT POT AND PARKIN

Once again the management of the Schultz Estate has kindly offered to
open up their new electronic security gates and let us in for the usual
Guy Fawkes extravaganza.
There will be a small attendance fee to cover the cost of the fireworks
but the feeding costs will be sponsored by those good hearted members
who, in due course will be pressed into the supply of the goodies.
Therefore please let us know if you are coming so that we don‟t run out
of mushy peas etc.
Note the date:- Saturday 3rd November
___________________________________
2.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER AWARDS

Back to the LEY INN for this years event charged at a bargain price of
£20 pp which will be payable and due in October so that a final reservation can be made.
This being the Awards event requires that those who currently hold trophies kindly return them to any Committee Member by early November
so that the necessary engraving can be carried out in advance.
It is agreed that a “short” but high quality raffle will be held during the
evening (not to be missed) and the Festive Menu will be published in the
October Newsletter.
Please let us know as early as possible of your intentions.
Note the date:- Saturday 1st December
—————————————————
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AND FINALLY

3.

THE NTBHWE 2013

I have been issued with authority from the powers that be to proceed with the planning and execution of next years NTBHWE.

SO Where will we go?

“SALOP” 7,8,9 & 10th JUNE 2013
South for a change I thought might be a good idea bearing in mind that everything
south of our home base increases costs for some reason, nevertheless I think I have
a very reasonable venue.
MUCH WENLOCK in Shropshire is a lovely small market town and has enjoyed a
very busy 2012 in that it was the home of a founder member of the modern Olympics Dr William Penny and has, during this year seen a substantial boost in the associated tourism.
The RAVEN HOTEL in Much Wenlock is the ideal base for our weekend and I
have already done a 2 day “recky” of the area, staying at the Raven and was thoroughly enthused with what is on offer.
We will have no 1 in 3 hills to climb or descend but we will have lovely rural scenery
and super driving roads.
Also, for the non driving day we are pretty close to one of the country‟s most cherished industrial heritage sites at Iron Bridge to which a visit will be considered in
the planning process.
Having held the cost of the weekend at the same level for the past three years it is
now unfortunately necessary to make a modest increase in the price to £255 pp.
This figure includes:- 3 nights Dinner Bed and Breakfast.
Contribution to Route Books.
Entrance fees to visitor attractions
The usual “coffee and bacon butty” stops.
In order to proceed with the lengthy preparations and to lend support to my costs
negotiations I need pretty urgent feedback on this one so once again give it some
thought and let me know asap because the Hotel has 20 rooms only, and at this
stage I am not sure that they all will all be available to us, so I have a feeling that
15/16 rooms will be offered.
—————
And just a last word to say a big thank you to Tony Sharples and the team on the
Lancashire Lanes Committee, for their organisation and planning of the Lancashire
Lanes run. The weather was not exactly kind, but the tulip map was flawless, and on
a good day, the scenery would have been superb. And a big thank you to those of
you who turned out and took part.

BILL
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SECRETARY‟S RAMBLINGS
Well, hasn‟t the weather been awful again during August? Events cancelled due to the
rain, and now that September has arrived, the leaves are falling and temperatures with
them.
The Pendle Witch Run over 30 miles on the 26th August was well organised by Kevin &
Rosie, and some 12 cars enjoyed a rare day of good weather around the Pendle hills,
although looking at the two photographs below you wouldn‟t think it.
Is that a Mazda I see!!

Kevin & Rosie‟s TF Spark

The Leighton Hall show on the 9th September was cancelled at the last minute, but
nevertheless some 8 cars turned up at Burlington‟s car park in Broughton on the Sunday morning, most of whom were unaware of the cancellation. As the day was looking
fine, a decision was taken to do a run to the Wheatsheaf in Beetham for lunch, via the
A6 through Lancaster & Carnforth. As we approached Yealand Conyers, we realised we
would be early, and John Titterington suggested we park up in a car park he knew of,
not far away, where we could have a late elevenses. Well—what a little gem of a place it
turned out to be!
This car park was down a lane off the main road, and driving past you wouldn‟t have
known about it. It is hidden away in the middle of nowhere but John has been a walker
in the area in the past and knew of it. As we entered it, we went over a small railway
crossing near a fully operative Junction Box, past a small station and into the car park,
suitable for about 20 cars. Out came the seats, the flasks and a biscuit or two. Then we
realised that there was a steam train puffing around the place and lo and behold there
were 3 or 4 of them on dedicated tracks, with full operating signals, train drivers,
guards, signal men—all there and providing rides to people queuing on the station
platform. The station was called Cinderbarrow Junction and it is the home of the Lancaster & Morecambe Model Engineering Society.
Drop a donation in the box and have a ride. And so we did. A very pleasant hour and a
half was spent there, before moving on to the Wheatsheaf at Beetham - just the same
lovely pub it was when we met there for the Cockermouth NTBHW a few years ago.
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Keith & Ann Fairclough were in their black BGT and unfortunately Keith had a problem. The passenger door mechanism had decided to do a wobbler and the door could
not be opened either from the inside or the outside. What could Ann do sitting in the
passenger seat? Yes—she had to clamber over into the driver‟s side and get out that
way, and she had to get back in the car the same way! Have you ever tried doing that!!!
You need to be a contortionist! But she did it. I think Keith might have the job sorted
before his next club outing, otherwise he‟ll be on his own.
Cinderbarrow Junction

Bill & „Scottie‟ on the train

So after a nice lunch, the return journey took us through Morecambe, very busy on the
front with a music festival drawing the crowds, and on to Heysham and Lancaster for a
straight run home. Incidentally, Colin & Denise Wildig who were on the run, had been
married 40 years to the day! They were going to celebrate at lunchtime with a bottle of
champagne but driving the car home might have been a problem!
My recent visit to Oulton Park has whetted my appetite. When I arrived in England
from Ireland in 1961, I was 14 years old, still wearing short trousers would you believe! I
was interested in cars then, and where I lived in Bootle was only 3 miles away from
Aintree where the British Grand Prix was held. In those days, Jim Clark was my hero,
and I was able to go to the 1963 Grand Prix at Aintree to watch him win the race, with
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a certain John Surtees coming 2nd. In another year, still at Aintree, I managed to get
Jack Brabham‟s autograph. He was racing a Lotus Cortina in a sports car race and I
caught him in the centre of the circuit talking to some mechanics. He didn‟t mind at
all.
In 2003 I was lucky enough to get to the Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaring,
courtesy of Hungarian Telecom, and I remember the incredible noise of the Formula
1 cars, so loud that you had to wear proper ear plugs to avoid damage to the ears. The
1st corner is sharp and pretty close to the start line, and from the stand directly opposite the Ferrari pits, I had a good view. No incidents at the start, but Barrichello‟s suspension collapsed on the 5th lap, his car crashed, and was lifted into some spare land
at the 1st corner. I went down from the stand to the corner to get a closer look, and the
car was about 20 feet away in a compound behind some chain link fencing. I stood
there with my digi camera trying to get a good photo when a Hungarian guy guarding
the wreck asked me if I wanted him to take a picture. I wondered if I gave him my
camera, would I see it again. But I took the chance and he took a great photograph.
See below:

I‟m digressing. What about the big event?

THE LANCASHIRE LANES RUN
I think it was 47 cars that arrived at Barton Grange Garden Centre, forming in a large
circle, prior to registration, tea/coffee and setting off. Like a lot of runs and events
this year, the weather turned and got progressively worse, making it difficult at times
to see where you were going, either due to the heavy rain or the mist on the tops. This
would have been a real scenic run, had the weather been better, and it would be worth
doing again on a better day.
The route took us off up towards Dolphinholme and Abbeystead, up over the Trough
of Bowland, past the Jubilee Tower and on towards Dunsop Bridge where a welcome
stop could be made. Continuing on, we headed towards High Bentham then over the
moors towards Slaidburn and through Bashall Eaves. Ann & I stopped at the Red
Pump in Bashall Eaves for a very nice lunch, and got chatting with new members John
& Ann Quarrell (BGT). By this time the rain was thumping down, and some of the
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lanes were awash with water. To my knowledge there were no mishaps or breakdowns, and although the milometer in my RV8 is not accurate, we found the tulip
map absolutely spot on for all the turns and roundabouts along the way. All in all—a
good day, marred only by the awful weather, and thank you to the Lanes committee
for their preparation and planning to make the day successful.

Some Images of the Day

—————————————FOR SALE
Andy‟s still got the Midget available for a good home:

MG Midget.

Good condition. 1973 Round wheel arch 1275cc.

Has had all welding done and replaced the following:
Battery, 4 tyres, rear wheel cylinders, full clutch, clutch slave cylinder, comes fully
serviced with 12 months MOT. £1995ono

Tel: Andy Schultz - 01772 627120
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“Where is all that flipping water
coming from?”

———————————————————————————-

IMPORTANT NEWS





Christmas Dinner, Ley Inn - £20 per head. Please pay by October club night.
Club Subscriptions for 2013—£15 per family—due October club night.
Any trophies held by members - please return to a committee member during October / November.

—————————————————
CLUB REGALIA

Mick Bamber has about 20 club caps in stock at £8 each. He also has a couple of polo
shirts and a XXX fleece jacket (Green). The club now advises members to buy their
own garments, and to ring Carol Brydon on 01772 463811 or mobile 07800 888718 to
have the club logo embroidered on the item of clothing. The club has an arrangement
with Carol, and her firm is located at 21 Hazlewood Close, Leyland.
See www.sewstunningdesigns.co.uk

——————————————————
The Car Mechanic & the Cardiologist
A mechanic was tuning the engine of an MGB, after undertaking a full overhaul of the
cylinder head, when he spotted a well-known cardiologist in the workshop.
The cardiologist was there waiting for the boss to come and have a look at his Jag when
the mechanic shouted across the garage, „Hey Doc, want to take a look at this?‟ The
cardiologist, a bit surprised walked over to where the mechanic was working on the car.
The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, „So Doc, look at
this engine. I opened its heart, took the valves out, repaired or replaced anything damaged, and then put everything back in, and when I finished, it worked just like new. So
how is it that I make £24,000 a year and you make £1.7m when you and I are doing basically the same work?‟
The cardiologist paused, leaned over, and then whispered to the mechanic……..
„Try doing it with the engine running‟.
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club Calendar 2012
Date

Day

Event

Time

Start

22 Apr

Sunday

Drive it Day, inc. Treasure Hunt

10.30 Asda Car Park, Clayton Green

13 May

Sunday

Cholmondeley Castle

9.30

M6 south—Charnock Richard
Services

Note
Advise Secretary if
club pass required

29 May Tuesday Club Night - evening run

19.30 Bygone Times, Eccleston

Back to Welcome T.

10 Jun

Sunday

Garstang Auto Jumble

9.30

Burlingtons Broughton A6

Tickets £3 from
Secretary

15 Jun

Friday

NTBHW—Beamish Trip

9.30

Greyhound Hotel, Halton

26 Jun

Tuesday Club Night—SYCO

20.00 Welcome Tavern

30 Jun

Saturday Lostock Hall Carnival

12.00 Parade starts at 1pm

3/4 cars needed.

1 Jul

Sunday

Classic Car Show—Townley
Park, Burnley

9.30

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Entry £5—pay at gate

15 Jul

Sunday

Fleetwood Tram Show/Display

9.00

Ribble Pilot car park

Free event

22 Jul

Sunday

Run & Lunch

10.30 Burlingtons, Broughton

31 Jul

Tuesday Club Night Auto Test

19.30 Schultz Estate

5 Aug

Sunday

Northern National

9.00

5 Aug

Sunday

Yorkshire Classic Car & Bike
show, Ripley Castle, Harrogate

Preston Swallow Hotel A59

£5 on entry.

(As a possible alternative)

Pay on entry £6.50

11 Aug Saturday Oulton Park MG race meeting

9.00

26 Aug

Sunday

10.00 Swallow Hotel, Salmesbury

28 Aug

Tuesday Club Night—Welcome Tavern

20.00 Noggin & Natter

2 Sep

Sunday

Leighton Hall (re-arranged)

9.30

9 Sep

Sunday

Run & Lunch—Fairhaven

10.00 Meet Guys Court A6

16 Sep

Sunday

Lancashire Lanes Run

9.30

22 Sep

Saturday Leyland Festival (re-arranged)

10.00 Meet Centurion Way, Leyland

25 Sep

Tuesday Club Night—Welcome Tavern

20.00 Annual Quiz

14 Oct

Sunday

17.30 Ribble Pilot Car Park, near
Halfords—on the docks

30 Oct

Tuesday Club Night - Welcome Tavern

20.00 Speaker—Ian Podgson (MG)

3 Nov

Saturday Bonfire Night & hotpot

20.00 Schultz Estate

Club Run (Pendle Witch
anniversary)

Blackpool Lights Run—fish &
chips afterwards

27 Nov Tuesday Club Night
1 Dec

Saturday Annual Dinner & awards

27 Dec Thursday Cold Turkey Run

Condor Green area

Charnock Richard Services M6 £13pp. Seniors £10

Burlingtons Broughton A6

Barton Grange GC, A6

Club Passes—£3

£12.50 per car

Fish & Chips after, at
the Seafarers, St
Annes.

20.00 Welcome Tavern
19.30 Ley Inn, Clayton le Woods
TBA
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TBA

Pay £20 by October

Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information
Honorary President – Jeff Reid
Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 616877
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Tel: 01772 424797
Mobile: 07989 311790
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Plumpton House, 21 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston
PR4 5ZJ
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Mike Newton

Tel: 0151 526 3419

e-mail: m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics
John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com

Club Website: http://www.prestonmg.co.uk
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