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Chairman's Chat
Talk about perseverance, the first Auto Test was
cancelled due to a waterlogged pitch. The second
attempt was very nearly cancelled due to the
glorious weather that we’ve not experienced.
Although it rained, a few hardened club members
decided to go ahead with the BBQ. We even had
one keen club member who was both young
enough and dare I say daft enough to complete the
course in the go-cart provided for the challenge.
Needless to say that Sam Cohen got very wet and
slightly muddy. Ray had just had some new seat
covers fitted to his car so wasn’t best pleased.
Congratulations have to go to Sam Cohen who
won the Auto Test trophy through default, as
nobody else fancied the idea of racing round the
“Schultz Estate” on a rather quick go-cart or
wanted to go home in borrowed clothes. (I
certainly didn’t fancy going home in one of
Carole’s dresses as pretty as they might be!!!!)

Mick Bamber taking charge at the BBQ

I also have some good news and some bad news;
THE GOOD NEWS;
There will be no Chairman’s Chat in next month’s newsletter! Hurray I hear you all shouting.
Unfortunately, due to work commitments and a well-earned holiday, Julie and I will be far away chasing
the sunshine. (I know the well-earned holiday is my opinion but I’m always right because Julie lets me!!!)
THE BAD NEWS;
It’s that time of the year when your membership fee has to be paid. Boo I hear you all calling. For those
of you who didn’t attend the AGM in January 2009 or for those of you like me who can’t even remember
where they left their car keys last night, the new membership fee has risen to a whopping £15.00.
Excellent value if you ask me. You get a very informative newsletter, runs provided and some great club
nights out not to mention the company of some wonderful people (as well as a couple of weird ones.)
As I write this edition of the Chairman’s Chat, we have not yet enjoyed the, “Lancashire Lanes Run.” I am
reliably informed that the entry list is full to its maximum capacity with 80 cars registered for the day
and a couple of entrants on a waiting list. This is no doubt due to the hard work by Roger Schofield and
his Run Committee members. On behalf of the club, I would like to finish by saying a very big thank you
to the run committee for what I anticipate will be a very enjoyable and successful day.
I can’t stay here chatting all day. I’ve got things to do, people to see and places to go.
Bye for now.

Graham

Secretary's Scribbles
As you know, I've never been one to bang on
about members getting more involved (not much),
and supporting the club. Well, we couldn't ask for
any more support than we got at the last club
night when we had 21 MG's on the car park
following Alan & Dot’s Run. I'm not sure if they
greased anyone’s palms in order to get them to
turn up, but it doesn't half make it worthwhile
when you've spent time sorting out a run for all
the other club members. Thanks once again to
Alan & Dot, I'm not sure where they took us, they
succeeded in getting me lost almost immediately,
but what a fabulous run, and a lovely way to
unwind especially if like me, you'd spent a day at
work, stressed and climbing off the ceiling after
having a bad day.
Unfortunately, the re-arranged auto-test on 6th
September wasn't an awful lot drier than the
original event. However, determined not to be
beaten again, Mick Bamber stepped up to the
mark and took control of the BBQ on the night. As
for the driving event, Sam Cohen was the only one
daft enough to take Andy's go-cart for a run
around his field. By the time he'd done 4-5 laps of
the field, you could quite easily have rung him out
– you can probably imagine how impressed Ray
and Lynda were, especially as Ray had only just had
his car valeted – still, you’re only young once.
For anyone who doesn't already know, the
Lancashire Lanes Run is now full, (mental note for
next year, must remember to choose a venue that
can accommodate more than 80 cars). This is
testament to the hard work and excellent
organisation of Roger and the Lanes Run
Committee. As Rosie is on the run committee I've
been able to see at first hand the number of
meetings, telephone calls, number of runs and reruns, tweaking the route, sending out
acknowledgement letters to all entrants,
negotiating buffet prices and car parking
arrangements with the run venue, producing the
route books, the list of jobs seems endless. I'm just
hoping that with all the organising that has gone
on, someone has remembered to book the
weather.
At September’s club night we have arranged for a
guest speaker to give us a talk. Malcolm Tranter
comes highly recommended and is delivering a talk
on the history of Leyland Motors. Please continue
to come and support this event, the talk will be
starting shortly after 8:00pm.

Now, if any of you out there have a few pounds
spare, you might want to consider this.
An exceptional Factory MGBGTV8 is coming up for
auction at Brightwells on Wednesday 23rd
September 2009. The catalogue says the car has
only covered 9,900 miles during the last 35 years
and it has apparently been kept garaged and
stored under blankets and barely ever been
exposed to the elements. Apart from a new
stainless steel exhaust fitted in 2003 and new
batteries in 1999, the car appears to be wholly
original and unrestored. In June of this year it was
given a full service and granted a fresh MOT and
the whole car was Supaguard treated inside and
out. It is said to drive perfectly and certainly fired
up instantly and sounded magnificent when
Brightwells tried it on the occasion of their visit to
take the photos for their catalogue. Auction guide
price: £11,500 to £13,000.
Brightwells Auction catalogue says this particular
car is not just one of the good ones – it is the most
correct, best preserved and lowest mileage
example we have ever seen. Supplied new by
Charles Clark of Wolverhampton in June 1974, the
car was a gift from a company director to reward a
female employee for her consistently sterling work.
Pretending to be on some other business, he
innocently got her into the showroom and then
asked her to pick any car she wanted. This lovely
Harvest Gold V8 was the one that caught her eye.
Clearly, such generous gestures do not happen
often and are not likely to be forgotten. Thirty-five
years later the company director, now retired,
received a phone call from a firm of solicitors
informing him that he was now himself the
beneficiary of a gift. Not knowing quite what to
expect, he was staggered to find that the car that
eventually rolled up on his doorstep was still in
almost exactly the same condition as it had been
when he first saw it in the Charles Clark showroom
all those years ago.
A quick check on the odometer revealed the reason
why. Incredibly, the car had only covered 9,900
miles during the 35 years the lady had owned it.
Apparently kept garaged and stored under
blankets, it had barely ever been exposed to the
elements. Apart from a new stainless steel exhaust
fitted in 2003 and new batteries in 1999, the car
appears to be wholly original and unrestored,
though there is a slight colour mismatch on the
front off-side wing which could either be down to

Secretary's Scribbles cont.
a bad day at the BL paint shop or perhaps some
later remedial work. There is insufficient
documentation to verify the mileage but the
condition of the car would seem to speak for itself.
In June of this year it was given a full service and
granted a fresh MOT and the whole car was
Supaguard treated inside and out. It is said to drive
perfectly and certainly fired up instantly and
sounded magnificent when we tried it on the
occasion of our visit to take these photos.
It comes with all its original handbooks and three
sets of keys. Surely the most original and low
mileage example you could ever wish to find, this
is another car worthy of the serious MG collector
What’s coming up:20th September – Lanes Run (Please remember to
bring £5.00 to buy raffle tickets, all profits go to St
Catherines Hospice)

And finally ............
Royal command performance
As Camilla was making last-minute preparations to
walk down the aisle, she found that her shoes
were missing. She was forced to borrow her
sister's, which were a bit on the small side. When
the day's festivities were finally over, Charles and
Camilla retired to their room, right next door to
the room occupied by the Queen and Prince Phillip.
As soon as Charles and Camilla were inside their
room, Camilla flopped on the bed and said,
"Darling, please get these shoes off. My feet are
killing me."
The ever-obedient Prince of Wales attacked the
right shoe with vigour, but it was stuck fast.
"Harder!" Camilla yelled. "Harder!"
"I'm trying, darling!" The Prince yelled back. "It's just
so bloody tight!"

29th September – Club Night Guest Speaker
"Come on! Give it all you've got!"
29th October – Quiz Night
7th November – Bonfire (Shultz Estate) tickets
£7.50 per adult to include fireworks and hotpot
supper.

There was a big groan from the Prince, and then
Camilla exclaimed, "There! That's it! Oh that feels
good! Oh that feels SO good!"
In the bedroom next door, the Queen turned to
Prince Phillip and said, "See, I told you with a face
like that she was still a virgin."
Back in the bridal suite, Charles was trying to prise
off the left shoe.
"Oh, my God, darling! This one's even tighter!"
exclaimed the heir to the throne.
At which Prince Phillip turned to the Queen and
said,
"That's my boy - Once a Navy man, always a Navy
man!"

Kevin

(Very Last) Lancashire Lanes Update
With apologies to Bill Ryding for obliterating the photograph of his lovely MG TA with text, it is with
great pleasure that we can say that "we're FULL!" Eighty entrants have signed up for this year's run and
we even have a reserve list - albeit a small one.
The Road Books have been printed, the Rally Boards have arrived and the food and refreshments have
been ordered. All we need now is decent(ish) weather and 'we're home free'.
Support and entries from within the club has been particularly strong this year and the 2009 Lanes Run
Committee would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to everyone who has been (and continues to be)
involved, whether it be as a sponsor, an entrant, a contributor of raffle prizes, a volunteer marshal / raffle
ticket seller or as one of the many people who promoted the run and gave out 'flyers' at the various
events they have attended throughout the Spring and Summer. This really has been a 'Club' effort.
We hope it lives up to your expectations and look forward to seeing you at the Boat Yard on Sunday
20th September; (registration and refreshments available from 9:00 onwards).
Thank you for your support!

2010 Spring Weekend
WEEKEND TOUR JUNE 2010
The negative response to the proposed 2010 return
to the Isle of Man speaks volumes.
I do appreciate that the costs were excessive to say
the least, but this is unfortunately occasioned by
the greed of the Isle of Man Steam Packet (Racket)
Co.and their abuse of their monopoly in the ferry
business.The rates that I received from the
excellent Mount Murray Hotel were very reasonable
and I have written to them thanking them for their
efforts on our behalf.
SO WHAT NEXT ?
At Committee on 1st September the matter was
discussed in some detail with regard to an
alternative, more favourably priced venue and
although the outcome of our consideration
involved a repeat of a recent location it is thought
that the choice would not detract from the
enthusiasm of those who were present on our
previous visit and would also be very attractive to
members who have not yet visited the area.It was
also considered that the timing of the event should
coincide with the current years Thwaite visit ie "not
the bank holiday weekend" but the weekend
following, 4th 5th and 6th June 2010.
SO WHERE IS IT ?
I have today ( 2 Sept. ) contacted the Trout Hotel
Cockermouth Cumbria and they have room

availability for our dates.The Hotel have not yet
established their rates for 2010 but from my
conversation it appears that our total costs will not
be too dissimilar from those we paid in 2008.
On this basis together with the satisfactory
feedback from members who previously visited the
Hotel, I have made a provisional reservation for
approx. 15 cars comprising a mixture of double
and single rooms variable to suit our
requirements.
With regard to the early return visit to this
location on our intended dates I see no difficulty
in planning more interesting driving routes within
the central Lake District area,mainly because there
will be no bank holiday traffic to contend with, so
there will be no repeat routes of the previous tour.
At this time I cannot realistically quote the exact
costs but as previously stated it will be close to the
rates of 2008 ie £ 390.00 per couple for dinner
bed and breakfast for the three nights.
SO WHAT NEXT ?
Please let me know as soon as possible of your
interest so that I may confirm our
booking requirements.- see contact details on back
page.

Bill Ryding

Editorial
Apologies for the newsletter being early this month
due to Janet and me shooting off to Rhodes for a
fortnight. We’ll miss the Lancashire Lanes run
unfortunately, but it seems like there’s a full entry
list – many congratulations to the run committee
for breaking the record for number of entries, and
best wishes for the run itself.
It seems to me that the general membership
doesn’t fully wake up until the end of the season,
witness the run attendance above, and the huge
turnout for Alan and Dot’s club night run last
month. I counted twenty one members’ cars in the
Welcome Tavern car park at the end, most having
negotiated a tricky journey involving some offroading and a very rickety bridge. Alan had devised
a cunning plan for the competitive among us,
having to spot some roadside items in order from a
set of photographs provided. The devious part was
that we passed one of them twice, which should
have been listed twice (told you, Janet). Winners
were the Blennerhassett and Hunter Midgets.
Please do try and get to the club night on the 29th,
when we’ll have guest speaker Malcolm Tranter
giving a talk on the history of Leyland Motors, with
a lot of photographs of the early days (maybe we’ll
recognise Alan Fowler in one or two of them). The
club has to pay Malcolm for the talk, so the more
members we have present, the better value we’ll
achieve.
Modern Economics
It is the month of August, on the shores of the
Black Sea . It is raining, and the little town looks
totally deserted. It is tough times, everybody is in
debt, and everybody lives on credit.

He enters the only hotel, lays a 100 Euro note on
the reception counter, and goes to inspect the
rooms upstairs in order to pick one.
The hotel proprietor takes the 100 Euro note and
runs to pay his debt to the butcher.
The butcher takes the 100 Euro note, and runs to
pay his debt to the pig grower.
The pig grower takes the 100 Euro note, and runs
to pay his debt to the supplier of his feed and fuel.
The supplier of feed and fuel takes the 100 Euro
note and runs to pay his debt to the town's
prostitute that in these hard times, gave her
"services" on credit.
The hooker runs to the hotel, and pays off her debt
with the 100 Euro note to the hotel proprietor to
pay for the rooms that she rented when she
brought her clients there.
The hotel proprietor then lays the 100 Euro note
back on the counter so that the rich tourist will not
suspect anything.
At that moment, the rich tourist comes down after
inspecting the rooms, and takes his 100 Euro note,
after saying that he did not like any of the rooms,
and leaves town.
No one earned anything. However, the whole
town is now without debt, and looks to the future
with a lot of optimism.
And that, ladies and gentlemen, in today's world, is
how Governments are doing business

Suddenly, a rich tourist comes to town.

Bill B
Calendar of Events for 2009
Date

Event

Location

Time

Organiser

Sun 20 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

Boat Yard, Riley Green

10.00

Committee

Tues 29 Sep

Guest Speaker
Welcome Tavern
History of Leyland Motors

20.00

Bill Bradshaw

Tues 27 Oct

Quiz Night

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night

Schultz Estate

18.00

Andy Schultz

Tues 24 Nov

2010 Planning Meeting

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner

Farington Lodge

19.30

Bill Ryding

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

Committee

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Graham Lockwood

Appley Bridge (01257) 253723
graham@gandjlockwood.myzen.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club
night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

