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Left, Right, or Reverse? - the Blennerhassetts on the Lancashire Lanes run

Chairman's Chat
When I was writing last month's “Chairman's Chat” Karen & I were preparing for our late
summer holiday trip to Virginia in the USA. We stayed not far from the Colonial Parkway, a 23
mile scenic byway that links Virginia's Historic Triangle of Jamestown, Williamsburg and
Yorktown. Where (to copy an extract from some literature we picked up) it began at Jamestown
in 1607. It ended and began anew at Yorktown in 1781. One hundred and seventy-four years
of hope, adventure, discovery, settlement, struggle, suffering, war, growth and development
that saw the country expand from a settlement of 104 men and boys on the James River into
13 British colonies. Then it ended for Great Britain in a port town on the York River, where
independence for the new United States began.
I'm not really into history but it was interesting to visit the different areas, some of which they
have tried very hard to preserve and capture the essence of those colonial times.
Our accommodation was in the grounds of what had been a tobacco plantation and although
the original house and adjacent buildings were still the centre piece of the complex we had a
very comfortable apartment and access to all of the modern conveniences of bar, restaurant,
gym and pool area.

The Powhatan Plantation. Virginia
As for the weather we were very lucky, we arrived just after “Hurricane Gustav” had blown
through. Towards the end of the first week “Hurricane Hanna” passed close by with some
strong winds and heavy downpours and as we were getting ready to come home, “Hurricane
Ike” was moving in. Although all of this was going on we had 10 hot and sunny days out of
11. On the rainy day we had little choice but to visit one of the nearby outlet malls and pickup
some great deals.
It's an area that we would visit again but perhaps not in hurricane season. It is a bit un-nerving
to watch the weather and news channels and see just how dangerous and unpredictable these
storms can be.
On some of the days spent chilling out (in the low 90's) by the pool, I had chance to think about
the projects that Karen and I have planned for the next year or so. Finishing off the en-suite,
decorating the bedrooms, re-roofing the dormer, refurbish the conservatory, finding and
rebuilding an MGA. I came to the realisation that I will need to take a year's break from some of
my present interests and responsibilities, so I have decided at the end of the year to stand down
from both the club and run committees. Having said that I will try to give whatever support
either committee may need and we will of course attend as many club activities as possible.
Since the last Newsletter we have had the August club night, “Janet's Jaunt” which was a shortish run and brain teaser (with a cricket theme) from “Bygone Times” back to the Welcome
Tavern. I am pleased to say that the event was very well attended and enjoyed by all those who
took part. On your behalf I would like to thank Janet & Bill for organising the run.
In mid September we had our 8th Lancashire Lanes Run which started at the Stanley House
Hotel near Mellor and finished at Hoghton Towers, with about 45 cars taking part. Although
the classic car event at the finish had been cancelled due to the show field being water logged,
everyone that I spoke to seemed to have enjoyed the day (for which we had good weather) and
didn't seem to mind to much as the cars were parked along the drive to the Hall. The photo
over the page was early in the afternoon when only a few of the cars had returned.

Chairman Chat cont...

To add a bit of interest Gordon Mallett brought along to the start one of the new MGF's, the LE
500 for everyone to have a look at. Also another point of interest, I would like to congratulate
Bill Ryding or to be more accurate his TA for (third time lucky) completing the run.
On behalf of the club I would like to thank the run committee and those who helped on the
day to make this another successful event.
Committee - Dave Blacklidge, Joy, Hunter, Roger Schofield, Ian Thompson, Andy Schultz and
those who helped on the day - Elizabeth Schofield, Alan & Dot Fowler, Carole Schultz and Karen
(the better half).
Forthcoming events
Tue 30th Sept. - Club night with Guest Speaker and Supper. The topic being “Speed Awareness”
something that I am sure will be of use to anyone who drives in these days with the ever
increasing use of “speed cameras”.
Tue 28th Oct. - Club night. Quiz.
Sat 6th Dec. - Annual Dinner. We are booked in at the Leyland Golf Club again. Booking forms
and further details are in this Newsletter.
Next Year.
Tue 27th Jan. - AGM.
I know this might seem like a long way off, but time seems to fly by and we need to be sure
that we are ready for the AGM. To avoid the situation we had last year when we almost failed
to elect a new committee, I would like to ask all members to give some thought as to whether
they would like to volunteer for committee and if so please let a member of the present
committee know before the 1st December.

Tony
PS. Since starting to write this article, Karen has
become the proud owner of many cardboard boxes
containing a MKII 1600 MGA and I now have the
biggest to do list imaginable, the first on the list
being to make room in the garage.We are hoping to
sort out a suitable transport so that it we can
collect, by the time you have received this newsletter
it should be in our garage.

Secretary's Scribbles
Sitting here with a glass of wine staring out of the window while I should really be writing this
month's article for the newsletter. I keep getting distracted by the constant rain, drizzle, and
then downpour that we seem to have had for the whole of August and most of September.
Earlier this month, I read an article by Boris Johnson lamenting the affect of the weather on his
poor crop of damsons. Well, he should come round to my house and take a look at Rosie's
tomatoes, he would see a disaster of almost biblical proportions.
It was only last year that our tomato plants sagged with golf ball sized bunches, so many that
we were forced to give away bag after bag. So many in fact that I was thinking of going
commercial.
So this year, I had been looking forward to the return of the tomatoes. I had been mentally
rubbing my hands every morning as I was watering the plants and nipping out the unwanted
runners. The general level of anticipation has been so high that friends had been placing
orders.
That is why it has been so disappointing this year to see in places where they were clustered
red, fat and round, this year they are green, a fraction of the size and already beginning to
shrivel.
In a futile attempt to try and recover some of this year's crop, Rosie has been busy picking the
green fruit and making green tomato chutney. I can't help thinking that as good as the
chutney may be, it won't be able to hold a candle to what I had been expecting before the
rains came.
Now, what's coming up:Tue 30th Sept - Club Night, Bill Bradshaw's arranged for a lady from the speed awareness
course to come along to our meeting to give us a presentation. I dare say that this lady may
be familiar to one or two of you. Please make it worth her while coming and come on down
to support this event. We have arranged a free supper for the evening - and you never know, it
might even prevent some of us getting a speeding ticket in the future.
Tue 28 Oct - Club Night, Annual Quiz for the prestigious trophy.
Sat 1st Nov - Bonfire party 7:30pm at the Shultz Estate. Please don't expect to just turn up on
the night; if you intend to come, you need to purchase tickets from any member of the
committee in advance at £5 a head There are two reasons for this, - one, we are putting on a
supper and need to know how many to cater for, and two, we have to cover costs. Experience
has shown us that some members will attend if it looks like it is going to be a nice evening, but
a significant number won't bother coming out if the weather is a bit inclement. At the end of
the day, the club simply can't afford to stand the cost of the entertainment (Note from editor please do not bring fireworks as any display needs to be properly controlled and supervised.)

And finally……….
A wealthy lady decides to go on a photo safari in Africa, taking her faithful aged poodle along
for company.
One day during the safari the poodle starts chasing butterflies and before long discovers that
he is lost. Wandering about he notices a young leopard heading rapidly in his direction with
the intention of having him for lunch.
The poodle thinks “Oh no, I'm in deep trouble now!!”
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Noticing some bones on the ground nearby he immediately settles down to chew on the bones
with his back to the approaching cat. Just as the leopard is about to leap, the old poodle
exclaims loudly “Boy, that was one delicious leopard! I wonder if there are any more around
here”.
Hearing this, the young leopard halts his attack in mid-strike, a look of terror comes over him
and he slinks away into the trees. “Whew” says the leopard “That was close, that old poodle
nearly had me!”
Meanwhile a monkey who had been watching the whole scene from a nearby tree figures he
can put this knowledge to good use and trade it for protection. So off he goes but the old
poodle sees him heading after the leopard with great speed and figures that something must
be up. The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the beans and strikes a deal for
himself with the leopard. The young leopard is furious at being made a fool of and says “Here
monkey hop on my back and see what's going to happen to that conniving canine”.
Now the old poodle sees the leopard coming with the monkey on his back and thinks “What
am I going to do now?”. But instead of running, the old dog sits down with his back to the
attackers pretending he hasn't seen them yet, and just when they get close enough to hear, the
old poodle says “Where's that damn monkey? I sent him off an hour ago to bring me another
leopard”
What is the moral of this tale?
Don't mess with old gits. Age and cunning will always overcome youth and skill. Bullshit and
brilliance only come with age and experience.

Kevin

Bonfire Party at the Schultz estate on Saturday 1st November
Please reserve ............... places for me at this event at £5 a head.
I enclose cheque for £ ....................... payable to Preston & District MGEC
Send to Andy Schultz at Stoney Lane House, Stoney Lane, Lostock Hall, PR5 5XQ or hand to
committee member
Name..............................................................................................................................................

Editorial
The club night run (Janet's Jaunt) went very well, with 8 cars competing, and featured 'car
cricket' which was a great success. There were three correct scores submitted, from Roy and
Sue Clapham, Geoff and Karen Cartwright, and Bob and Carol Moore, ably assisted by
granddaughter Charlotte. The correct entries were put into a pint glass and Roy and Sue drawn
as the winners, duly presented with a magnificent prize of two bottles of Old Speckled Hen.
Thanks to all who joined in.
Also successful was the cheese and wine evening hosted by Kevin and Rosie Doran at their
home. We were treated to some very palatable vintages during the presentation by a local wine
retailer, and several members took advantage of some bargain bottles.
I collected a second speeding offence last year, and was invited to attend a speed awareness
course at Leyland, courtesy of Lancashire County Council and in lieu of more points on my
licence. I found it very informative and useful, so much so that I haven't been caught since!
We've persuaded Carol Melhuish of LCC Road Safety Group to come along to our club night on
30th September to give us an abridged version of the course, including some very useful tips
on how to avoid getting flashed. There will be a FREE SUPPER to encourage a good attendance.
Please do come along - you'll enjoy it.
We were blessed with glorious weather for the Lancashire Lanes run, with 45 cars, finishing at
Hoghton Tower. The car show had been cancelled due to a waterlogged showground, but we
were allowed to line up our cars along the drive. Congratulations and many thanks to the
organising committee, who did a sterling job as usual. Glad to say that Janet and I got round
safely in Iris, as did Bill Ryding and navigator Peter in his TA (third time lucky).
Please note that memberships are due for renewal next month - a form is included in the
newsletter.
Tony Sharples has announced his decision to stand down from the committee and
chairmanship of the club next year, to concentrate on his (Karen's) MGA rebuild and various
other personal projects. Consequently, nominations are sought for the chairmanship and for
committee members, and you are invited to nominate yourself or any other club member to
serve the club in these capacities. Having nominations in prior to the 2009 AGM in January will
avoid the potential impasse that we had at this year's AGM, where we came close to having to
dissolve the club through lack of sufficient committee members, had it not been for Kevin
Doran and Mike Newton stepping up to the plate. Please let a member of the current
committee have your nomination(s) before 1st December
Welcome to new members Alan and Marianne Grindley, who hail from St Helens.

Bill B
Calendar of Events for 2008
Date

Club Event

Tue 30 Sept

At

Time

Meet

Guest Speaker &
FREE SUPPER

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tue 28 Oct

Quiz night

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Party

19.30

Stoney Lane

Tue 25 Nov

2009 planning

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner

Leyland Golf Club

19.30

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

tba

tba

Schultz Estate

(provisional date)

HO! HO! HO!
“EARLY WARNING”
“The summer monsoon is in retreat”so said Diane Oxberry on tonight's weather forecast.
“And if pigs had wings there would be bacon flying about!!” said I.
The good news is that our Annual Dinner and Awards Presentation is getting closer,
so get this in your diaries.

SATURDAY 6th DECEMBER 2008
1. Back to Leyland Golf Club, our favoured venue.
2. An excellent festive menu has been agreed with the caterers
(for those with special dietary needs please contact me nearer the time)
3. The annual Awards Presentation will take place after dinner
as will the raffle draw for superb prizes.
4 Bar extension until Midnight.
5. Permission obtained for those wishing to overnight on the car park.
All this for an unbelievable £22.00 pp
If you wish to bring along friends or family all are very welcome.
ABOVE ALL WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
Many thanks
Bill Ryding

Renewal Confirmation

Est. 1980

Membership Secretary
Gordon Mallett
28 Northwood Close
Burnley
BB12 0JR
Tel: 01282 429658
Mob: 07725 503888

Name..............................................................................................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
Tel ...................................................................................................................................................
E-mail .............................................................................................................................................
Car details or changes (if any) ........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................

I wish to renew my annual subscription and enclose herewith my cheque / postal order in the
sum of £10.00 made payable toPreston & District MGEC

Signed ............................................................................................................................................
Date................................................................................................................................................

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mike Newton

Liverpool (0151) 526 3419
m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

