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Hoghton Tower ‘Best in Show’ Winner

Secretary’s Notes
Well, that's it. I've spent the last penny from
our Northern Rock Savings account on “Stormy
Course” at 7/1 in the 3:52 at Portman Park. I
reckon it's a safer bet.
Firstly may I apologise to Bill Bradshaw for not
getting the Secretary's Notes completed on
time and secondly, may I thank on behalf of all
club members, those responsible for
organising the 2008 Lancashire Lanes Run.
Talking of which: On Sunday 9th September, 56 varying types of
MG sports cars and a couple of gate crashers
set off from Samlesbury Hall for either an 85
mile run or a 65 mile run. The weather, whilst
not the best we've ever had, did stay fine for
the run. I must again complain to the
organisers about picking a run that goes past
so many beautiful houses with for sale boards
trying to tempt Julie into moving. Next year I'm
looking for a new navigator, volunteers to

apply on a postcard please. This year's run
finished at the Hoghton Tower Classic Car
Show organised by Mark Woodward. Nobody
who had taken part in the run entered their
cars into the arena to my knowledge, however
Roy Clapham had entered his MG YA into the
1950's class and won. Then at 4:30pm whilst
Roy was dismantling his tent, the class winners
entered the arena for a second time to
compete for the Car of the Show award. Roy
finally entered the arena and promptly walked
away the coveted Car of the Show. Well don to
Roy - all that had work renovating the car is
now paying off.
Short and sweet this month, I'll make up for it
next month.
Bye for now

Graham

Editorial
Apologies from Tony for the absence of a
'Chairman's Chat' this month - he and Karen
are in the USA on holiday (again).
Thanks and congratulations are due to the
Lancashire Lanes Run committee for another
successful event this year. There were two
versions available, covering 65 or 85 miles,
though Janet and I somehow did a 75 mile one,
having had a few diversions on the way due to
my Midget's speedo being 10% slow. We
stopped at Slaidburn for a pub lunch, joined by
a large gathering from the Rolls Royce Owners'
Club, who looked down their noses a bit at our
MG logo's. We finished with most of the other
56 entries at Hoghton Tower for the Classic Car
Show, and stayed until it started to rain about 5
o'clock. Congratulations to Roy Clapham, who
won the 'best in show' category with his Y series
saloon - see cover photo.
A colleague of Roger Schofield is hoping to sell
the following cars :1979 MGB Roadster (BRG) Rubber Bumper for
repair or restoration. Interesting reg. no. (sounds
like Becky). Complete car; totally original. Needs
work but not a total rot box! £950.

1971 MGB GT (Blaze). Unfinished project.
Stripped to bare metal shell. All parts boxed
for re-assembly. All major welding done with
some lead loading. Primed to protect but
needs finishing off, painting and re-assembly.
Tax exempt. £350 for quick sale.
Call Ron on: 0151 489 7949 or 0151 254 2341.
Also, Andy Schultz has a black 1977 rubber
bumpered BGT that has failed its MOT (sills
and inner sills) on his hands. I saw this car
yesterday, and everything else looks OK. It has
some fairly new black leather upholstery, and
would make a good restoration project. Yours
for only £350. Contact Andy, you know where
he lives.
My MGA coupe is finished (well almost), and
we had the engine running this week. It only
needs the magical touch of our very own guru
with his strobe and carb tuning equipment to
get it running to perfection, sadly just too late
to partake in the 2007 events.

Bill B

'Tin snips' - from Roger Schofield
Fuel duty rate increase

Check your insurance

In his last Budget as Chancellor, Gordon Brown
announced an increase in fuel duty rates of 2p
per litre - applicable from 1st October 2007.
Many will have forgotten this little 'time bomb'
counting itself down since the Spring, and,
irrespective of political persuasion, for the
pragmatists amongst us, it merely signals an
increase in our motoring costs. (Remember to
fill your tank over the weekend of 29/30 Sept!)

July's EMG reported that some insurance
companies are refusing to pay on insurance
claims if the car has been left unattended with
the convertible top down - irrespective of
whether or not the vehicle has a tonneau fitted;
apparently MGOC's Lancaster Insurance and
Pete Best's insurance policies are not adopting
this stance. (Footman James, which is now
owned by AON, was reported to be one of the
companies which was adopting this draconian
measure.)

Boy racers get their own back!
Boy racers who feel that their Golf GTIs just
don't have enough grunt to dominate the traffic
light Grand Prix may have just been thrown a
life line by Volkswagen.
Help comes in the form of a one-off design
study which mates a three-door GTI bodyshell
with the engine from a VW Phaeton. The biturbo W12 engine produces a massive 640bhp,
and with drive channelled to the rear wheels, it
gives the Golf a 0-60mph time of 3.7 seconds
and a top speed in excess of 200mph; (more
than enough performance to 'see off' even the
most enthusiastically driven MG.)

US teenagers get 'in-car' spy
An American insurance company is offering a
free 'in-car' spy camera to parents whose
children drive.
The camera attaches to the rear view mirror and
is triggered by 'risky driver events' such as
swerving or heavy braking. It sends an e:mail
alert to the parents' home computer, and they
can log onto a website (presumably not 'You
'Tube) to view the incident.

Pot holes filled
A road maintenance survey has revealed that
highway engineers filled in nearly one million
pot holes across England and Wales during
2006.
'Why did they leave the rest?' - I hear you ask!

My own MG is insured with AON and I spoke to
them to clarify the position.
I was told that the situation was not 'black and
white' and that each case would be judged on
its merits. Illustratively, if the vehicle was left
with the hood down in a deserted 'back street'
(with little passing pedestrian or vehicular
traffic), I would be judged to have not used
sensible precautions to ensure the safety of the
car and AON would seek to reject the claim.
If, however, the car was left with its top down irrespective of whether or not a tonneau was in
place, in a 'busy' location with appropriate
protective measures activated (eg - doors
locked, alarm set / immobiliser deployed if one
is fitted etc), then I would be judged to have
used sensible precautions to ensure the safety
of the car, and they would not seek to reject the
claim.
Whilst this does not give guaranteed peace of
mind, it does give a degree of comfort that a
claim would not be rejected 'out of hand' merely
because the car was left with its hood down.
As a last word, I would advise everyone to check
their own policies just in case; it may well be
that your policy is one which specifically
excludes cover if the car is left unattended with
the roof down!

Millionth Mini
And still on the theme of millions, six years after
its launch, the one millionth (BMW) Mini has
been built.

Navigating ‘home’ - A Cautionary Note
For those of you who use a SatNav system - whether in your
daily driver or your MG - you
might want to pay heed to the
following report from the
Shropshire police.
Thieves broke into a house in
Shropshire and stole a
£20,000 car after taking a satnav and a set of keys from a
car parked at Alton Towers
and following the sat-nav's
route home.
The family returned home from
the Staffordshire theme park

to find their house had been
burgled and their Saab
convertible had been taken.
The thieves had pressed the
"home" button to find the
route the family had saved on
their sat-nav system.
Shropshire police said that
over 130 sat-nav systems have
been stolen in Shropshire
alone since the beginning of
the year, with most being
taken from vehicles left in car
parks or parked on private
driveways.

Det Sgt Chris Walsh said that
sat-nav systems should not be
left in unattended cars, and
the only way to stop valuables
being stolen from cars was to
remove them completely.
(For my part, I have now reprogrammed my Tom-Tom
with a ‘home’ postcode which
is about a mile from where I
live. If I can't find my way
home from there without the
aid of a sat-nav system, I
shouldn't be driving anyway.
Roger.)

Call for 20 mph London limit

Number plate theft

Whilst motorists in Manchester (and elsewhere)
are bracing themselves for the introduction of
congestion charging (successfully introduced in
London by Mayor Ken Livingstone in 2003),
London motorists are keeping an close watch
on Ken's latest proposal. He is now considering
plans to make 20mph the default speed limit for
residential roads across London. Interestingly, a
survey shows that 60% of people would
support the 20mph limit.

Another issue reported in EMG centred on the
increase in vehicle number plate thefts which
allow the perpetrator(s) to race through speed
cameras unchecked, 'run' red traffic lights and
drive away from filling stations without paying,
whilst leaving you with a bill for a set of new
number plates and a visit from the police whilst
you explain to them that you weren't in a
particular place at the time of the given 'incident'.

Jenny Jones, the Mayor's road safety
ambassador said: “We looked at whether
20mph zones work and the research in London
shows that they can cut casualty rates in half.”
One bonus (allegedly) for drivers is that with the
lower speed limit, there would be no need for
speed bumps. (That's assuming that everyone
abides by the new limit - Ed.)

British drivers told to 'Keep right'
A small French town has launched a road safety
campaign to remind British drivers to keep to
the right hand side of the road.

The introduction of congestion charging in
Manchester is almost certainly going to lead to
an increase in number plate theft crime in the
North West and, as many of us have to leave a
car on the path at night (because there is an MG
in the garage), there is a fair chance that some
of us will be victims.
If you do become a victim, report the theft to
the police before they come knocking on your
door and make sure you get an incident number
to confirm the report. The incident number
may be the best bit of evidence you can
produce to justify your innocence!

Next month
Posters in Fleurs, Normandy, urge drivers: “For
your safety, keep right on French roads” The
campaign comes in response to two fatal
accidents in the last two years caused by Britons
driving on the wrong side of the road.

The police really should 'practice what they
preach' and, can animal sacrifices really sort out
your electrics?

Dear Graham
I'm sorry to have to tell you this but I'll be as
gentle as possible. There's no such person as
Father Christmas, nor is there a Tooth Fairy
and, possibly the biggest shock to your system,
bad things definitely don't come in threes! I
should know as bad thing NUMBER 4
happened on the return journey from the
Northern National at Pately Bridge when a
White Van Man decided to reshape the front
near-side wing of the MG. I hasten to say it
wasn't my fault and a public spirited driver
behind me stopped and offered himself as a
witness in my defence.
Ooops!!
To cut a long story short, the van decided,
without indicating, to turn right into a field just
as I was overtaking him. (I know what you're
thinking and you would be right, he wasn't
going very fast!). Anyway this explains why YFC
557L hasn't been around recently as it's in the
care of Dr Schultz who unfortunately has a
bigger waiting list than the NHS. The good
news is that no other doctor was required.
We had already booked for the Heritage Run in
Northumberland, and as we always make a
week-end of it accommodation was also
booked, so we went anyway. We explained on
booking in at the start that we were MG-less
but they didn't bother and so we did the Run.

It wasn't the same somehow, but we still
enjoyed the quiet roads and the beautiful
unspoilt scenery. On returning, scones with
clotted cream and strawberry jam and coffee
was served (why do you think we go every
year) while the prizes were given out for Best
Car etc. Guess who won the trophy for the
furthest travelled entrant. Embarrassing or
what! I tried to refuse it but to no avail. Just
goes to show, every cloud has a silver lining.
Or is that another myth?
Yours sincerely,

Alan Fowler

Calendar of Events for 2007
Date

Club Event

At

Time

Meet

Tue 25 Sep

Natter & Noggin

Preston

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tue 30 Oct

Quiz Night

Preston

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tue 27 Nov

2008 Events Planning give us your ideas

Preston

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 8 Dec

Annual Dinner

Clayton-le-Woods

19.30

Brook House Hotel

Sat 29 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Annual Dinner

Saturday 8th December
At the Brook House Hotel & Bistro, Clayton-le-Woods

Menu

Red onion and goats cheese tartlets
Roasted cream of parsnip soup
Pate a la maison
Prawn Cocktail
u
Traditional roast crown of turkey with all the trimmings
Roast beef in rich red wine gravy
Salmon in a cranberry and red wine jus
Leek, mushroom, and stilton pie (V)
u
Traditional Christmas pudding with rum & brandy sauce
Sweet selection from the trolley
u
Tea, coffee, mince pies
£20 a head
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Please tick off your selection below and send with cheque for the full amount to
Bill Ryding, 5 Dovecote, Clayton-le-Woods PR6 7AY, or pass to a committee member.

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Graham Lockwood

Chorley (01257) 253723
Mobile 07760 220398
Zen55133@zen.co.uk

Treasurer

Mark Blennerhassett

Chorley (01257) 268810

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month (Jan to Nov) in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

