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Day trip to view
Concorde
A great outing enjoyed by all
(Except Olive)
This photo,courtesy of Gordon
voted best photo of the day

Chairman’s Chat
Dear Members,
It is with great sadness and at the same time an honour that I must start off
this month’s chairman’s chat by writing about a very special club member, Bill
Ryding who passed away on Saturday 1st October.
I think Bill must have joined the club in about 2000 or 2001, as Karen and I have
memories of him taking part in a couple of treasure hunts that we had organised.
I think on the first one Bill arrived without a navigator and so Karen took on the
role, but leaving the solving of clues and finding of treasure to Bill. On the other
Lillian came along with Bill, as well as the clues that had to be answered whilst on
route, those taking part were asked to bring back a treasure, this was in the form
of wild flowers. Unfortunately, in Lillian’s eagerness to collect the said treasure
she slid into a rather muddy roadside ditch. On their return to the finish Bill
pointed out that Lillian was not best pleased and so we were concerned as to
whether this may jeopardise their membership, but we must have been forgiven
as Lillian continued to join in on more and more events over the years.
Whilst listening to the eulogy excellently written and delivered by Mick Bamber
at the funeral, it brought back memories of time spent with Bill on events and
committee. Bill joined the committee in 2005 and served as committee member
looking after events for 5 years followed by another 5 years as chairman. When
Bill joined the committee, he took on the challenge of organising the first of what
has become, an annual weekend tour, with the trip to the Isle of Man.

Bill’s car taking pride of place at the front of the pack.

For this first trip Bill must have
used his interest in civil engineering
and maps as he produced a map of
the Isle of Man with itinerary and
coloured routes for the weekends
trips.

Over some of the following years I had the pleasure of working with Bill on the
preparation work for the weekend trips converting his planned routes on
conventional paper maps into road books, guiding him through the joys of placing
map pins on Auto-route and Google maps to instructions in excel spread sheets
and finally tulip diagrams using street views. With his patience and attention to
detail he became an expert making our enjoyment on the driving days even
better.
Also during Bill’s first year on committee he and Lillian were a very important
part of the team (most of whom are in the photo below) who organised a sit
down meal at Capesthorne Hall for some 40 club members to celebrate the
club’s 25th anniversary.

Although we have only known Bill for a relatively short part of his life he has
become a very good to friend to us all and he will be greatly missed.
Later in the magazine you will find the eulogy which Mick Bamber read at the
funeral, some photographs have been added to help us remember him and some
of the many great times we shared.
An event that Karen and I will ask to be included in the 2017 Events Calendar
will be a new interpretation of the afore mentioned treasure hunt.
Finally, I would like to thank all of the club members who were able to attend
the funeral, also Lillian and Andrew wish to convey their thanks for the amazing
number of people who attended and for all of the cards and good wishes that
they received.

Events
Rocker Box Racing 2017.
The committee have been looking for other activities for club nights and so have
agreed to add “Rocker Box Racing” to the calendar of events. To allow members
to read up on the subject, then design and build their cars, the first race is likely
to be at the April club night next year. Later in the newsletter you will find a set
of rules that explains the layout of the course, the technical restrictions for the
cars and the format of the races.
If this is well received, we could look to holding races at the beginning and end of
the year when the weather outside is not conducive to top down motoring.
October 8th Run, Lunch and tour of Concorde at Manchester Airport.
On Sunday we met at Rivington South services on the M61 and followed a
circuitous route avoiding Manchester finishing at the end on the runway at
Manchester Airport where we had a two course Sunday lunch, before starting the
tour of Concorde. The tour started with a short video giving a brief history of
the aircraft, we were then guided onto the aircraft, sitting in the forward cabin
and in small groups given the opportunity to visit the flight deck.

..
An interesting and enjoyable afternoon to see an iconic aircraft up close.

Announcements / reminders
·
·
·
·
·
·

Oct 25th
Nov 5th
Nov 29th
Dec 3rd
Dec 28th
Jan 31st

Club Night. Guest speaker Derek Mayor on the Mille Miglia.
Bonfire Night - At the Schultz estate
Club Night – Annual Quiz
Annual Club Dinner & Presentation Night.
Cold Turkey Run
AGM

Later in the magazine you will find more information on future events such as the
Bonfire night and the Annual Dinner.
Membership.
I would like to welcome our latest new members David & Pauline Bulmer to the
club, bringing our membership up to 74.
On the subject of membership, it is that time of year when renewals are due. In
the newsletter there will be more information on how to renew and pay for your
membership.
Well that’s all for now and hopefully I will see many of you at the Guest Speaker
Club night.

Tony

Bill Ryding
Rest in Peace
13 October 2016

Mick Bamber remembered Bill fondly with the following words at his Funeral.
I have been privileged to know Bill only for the last 10 years through membership of
the MG club. Bill had served on the club committee for very many years, latterly 5 of
them as Chairman. This is a very demanding role, and needs someone with a huge
amount of tact and diplomatic skills. However, Bill made it work anyway. Seriously
though, the amount of work that Bill put into the club generally, but specifically in
organising the annual club weekend away was immense. Imagine planning a route
with detailed tulip diagrams for every single junction over a 150-mile route. This
involved looking on Google earth at pictures of each one. Then drawing a tulip
diagram for each and every junction as Lillian has said on many occasions, it kept
him quiet for ages.
In the last few years Bill has endured so many clinical procedures that would quite
frankly have destroyed any but the most robust of people. Not only had he survived,
he had also done so with dignity and an irrepressible sense of humour
During this time, I have grown to admire so many aspects of his character.

At times like this it is easy use superlatives. In so many cases these are an
exaggeration, in Bills case they understate the reality.
Let me give you a selection of just some descriptions that come readily to mind –
Stoicism, forthrightness, imagination, amazing sense of humour.
Stoicism;
When he found that he could no longer drive his pride of joy, he did not accept the
situation. Instead he spoke to Andy, and together they found a way to make it
driveable. I cannot begin to imagine the conversation between Bill and Lillian over
dinner when he announced proudly that the TA was going to be used again on a
regular basis.
An example of his passion and forthrightness is to be found in his letters to the
company secretary of Dewlay Cheese. Bill felt it necessary to explain his views on
the use of wind turbines to produce energy. Reality kicked in however when the
aforementioned secretary threatened legal action if the letters didn’t stop.

From Bill’s Chairmans Chat – March 2012

His imagination knew no bounds, especially when planning the weekend trips. One
example is to be found in his planning of the last Cockermouth trip. Who would have
thought that a guided tour around Barrow town hall would have been interesting? It
was absolutely fascinating and crammed with both local and regional history. A
bonus was to be found in the council allowing us to use one of their meeting rooms
for the club lunch.

Another example, and one where I confess his ideas had to be reined in somewhat,
was to be found in the stay at the Mallyan Spout hotel. This place had a reasonable
sized car park at the front. Bill worked out that he could arrange to park the cars
there to form the letters M and G. This wasn’t sufficient. He wanted an aerial view of
it, and he proposed hiring a helicopter to be used as a photography platform. Whilst
discussing this, he was also suggesting some sort of fly-past. I told him quite firmly
that there wasn’t sufficient money in the budget for this sort of extravagance. He
agreed, reluctantly, to compromise by hiring a 22-year-old cherry picker. The cost of
which was a reasonable donation to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

MG’s at the Mallyan Spout – Viewed from the Cherry picker.

The night of the discussion I had a recurring nightmare.
In essence, this was that after parking the cars, the band of Her Majesty’s
Coldstream Guards were to be seen marching over the hill towards the hotel whilst
the Red Arrows performed a fly-past, with Bill flying the lead aircraft.

And many of the club members who had the privilege of knowing Bill.

Finally, Bill’s sense of humour. One of the things he used to do was arrange for
regular brew stops and lunch breaks. One of his ideas of fun was to cajole the
proprietors of many of these stops to come outside and pick out their favourite car.
This, after parking his TA carefully in the most prominent position, and then sulking if
any car other than his was selected.
However, the funniest thing I heard him say, was concerning his re-entry to the
world of art. The brazen way in which he used the MG club annual dinner to
advertise this and then hinting that the value of his paintings could only multiply in
value by referring to Van Gogh whose paintings went up in value - “And he only lost
an ear”
The Preston MG club owes a huge debt of gratitude to Bill for the effort that was put
into the club. The club is in very good shape today, and a large reason for this is as
a result of Bill’s involvement. On behalf of the members of the club and myself I
would like to say a huge thank you to him. He was without doubt one of the most
memorable people it has ever been my privilege to know.
God bless you Bill, the world has just become less interesting.

Photos before dinner on the Mallyan Spout NTBHW

Much Wenlock NTBHW 2013

Snowdonia NTBHW 2014

Being presented, the Quiz Trophy

Northumbria NTBHW 2016 in the automatic

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
Well – Ebay has been around for a good few years now, and it has
changed the way people buy cars and spares.
In my teens when I was mad on cars, I would go to the car auctions in
Liverpool and watch all sorts of old bangers going for around £20.
They looked OK on the surface but I’m sure there was sawdust in the
oil to stop the blue smoke, and the bodywork was probably 90% filler.
The cars were ‘Sold as Seen’ and were probably death traps.
My first car was a 50s Standard 8, and I could scour the breakers’
yards for bits, big bits such as back axles for a couple of quid.
Today, we do a lot of it on EBay, although we MGers tend to but new
from the MGOC and the like.
But a few DOs & DONTs about EBAY:
· Always check the seller’s feedback, and if there are less than 20
– be careful.
· Sign up for PayPAL (there is a small charge). It is a safety
blanket and will help to protect you if things go wrong.
· Waiting for an auction to end, and bidding at the last moment, is
a thing of the past. Set up a Snipe which will do it all for you.
Bidmate is one that works well.
· Bidding on a Saturday night after a few beers is NOT a good
idea!
· When selling parts, always weigh them and check the postage
costs – it can be very expensive.
· Always describe truthfully, or it may come back and bite.
· Scammers are all over EBay so be careful. They will put a car on
at a price below market price, but not low enough to look
stupid. Scammers tend to have zero feedback. Their idea is for
you to pay a deposit, and then they’re off. Be wary.
· And on a final note. Vehicles sold without a V5 can be a
nightmare to register these days.
HAPPY BIDDING!
--------------CAT’S EYES
How would we cope in today’s world without Cats Eyes?
Percy Shaw invented ‘cat’s eye’ road studs after being saved from
crashing by a cat’s eyes reflecting the lights of his car one foggy night
back in 1933. The first reactive studs were laid at Market Harborough
by a rival company in March 1934 but Shaw’s cats eyes, which
incidentally were self cleaning, were first tried the following month.
They proved so superior that they became universal, and made Mr

Shaw a well deserved fortune from his major contribution to road
safety. He never married, he rarely travelled from his native
Yorkshire, and he lived in the same house in which he was born. He
had a separate TV for each TV channel, he had no carpets in the house,
and he had no curtains – which he said spoiled the view!
--------------------Bet you didn’t know what the smallest car ever built was? At least it is
recorded in the Guinness Book of Records as being the smallest.
It is the Peel P50, a three-wheeled microcar originally manufactured
from 1962 to 1965 by the Peel Engineering Company, on the Isle of
Man – of all places! It had no reverse gear, but a handle at the rear
allowed the very lightweight car to be manoeuvred when required.
It was designed as a city car and was capable of seating one adult and
providing room for a shopping bag. The vehicle’s only door was on the
left hand side (don’t park it against a wall on the left side!) and
equipment included a single windscreen wiper and one headlight.
Standard colours were Red, White or Blue. It retailed at £199. Around
50 were made, and 27 are known to exist today, one of which sold for
a record US$176,000 at a Sotheby auction in March 2016.
In 1963 as a publicity stunt, a Peel P50 was taken to the top of
Blackpool Tower in the lift, and driven round the observation balcony!
Interestingly enough, in 2010, Peel Engineering Ltd in England started
re-manufacturing the P50 and Trident models from its premises in
Sutton-in Ashfield. Externally, the car is very much the same as the
original, but with mechanical differences in the suspension, drive
train and steering. Petrol models with a 49cc four stroke engine are
being produced as well as electric models with an electric moped
motor and gel batteries. The top speed of both cars is about 28mph
and retail prices start at £10399 + VAT.
I’ll have 5 please!

And a few club notes:
There is a very interesting talk by Derek Meyer at this month’s club
night at the Railway. His talk is about the Mille Miglia.
Derek owns an original works Healey 100 that has a terrific history,
and it raced in last year’s Mille Miglia. Derek was once a member of
the club, and the first car he ever restored was a Red MGB Roadster.
He is retired now, and sells classic cars as a hobby – see
www.dmclassiccars.co.uk.
Bonfire Night is on Saturday the 5th November. Bonfire will be lit at
7.00pm sharp – it’s amazing how those old MG bits burn in the
bonfire! £5 for adults and children are free. Hot pot included.
All for now.

GODFREY

Suggested Christmas gift for the M.G.
Enthusiast: it`s the fragrance they prefer

The bus and the B.

David Williams

The MG BGT you know, it’s my well used motor but; the bus needs some
explaining.

Guy double deck originally owned by Red and White Services Ltd. at Beachley; near
Chepstow early in September 2016.

As a schoolboy I caught this service bus every weekday morning along with
workers heading for Monmouth. By consensus schoolboys traveled on the
top deck, schoolgirls and the general public downstairs. It was a half hour trip
and memories of banter, laughter and the occasional sing song remain firmly
entrenched while images of cribbing homework or occasional swotting have
faded to dust.
The picture was taken a couple of days after the fiftieth anniversary of the
opening of the Severn Bridge. In celebration this bus and sixteen others drove
over the bridge moments before this picture was taken.

Rocker Box Racing Rules
Issue 1

15/Oct/2016

The Course
·
·
·

·
·

The course shall consist of a launch incline 2.4 metres long, followed by a level
run of approximately 6.0 metres.
The finish line shall be marked 6.0 metres from the bottom edge of the launch
incline. (Maybe shorter if space is limited)
The launch incline shall be divided into two lanes, each 450mm wide. The incline
shall be 700mm high at the rearmost part and level with the course at the front
edge. The front edge shall be bevelled so as to provide a smooth transition from
the incline to the run out area.
The official "Starting Line" shall be 500mm from the rear edge of the incline. A
mechanised starting gate may be provided.
The run out section of the course shall consist of two lanes, each 900mm wide.
The lanes shall be clearly marked.
6.0m

0.7m

The Cars
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Cars shall be based on an actual rocker cover from a 4-cylinder MG or BMC
automobile engine.
The cars shall have no power source. The only motive force allowed is that of
gravity.
Wheelbase shall be no more than 350mm.
Wheel track shall be no more than 250mm.
Overall length of car shall be no greater than 450mm.
Overall width of car shall be no greater than 250mm.
Weight shall be no more than 4.5kg.
Cars must have four wheels, each no more than 125mm in diameter.

The Races
·
·

·

·

Cars will be run in heats of two cars each.
The cars are to be launched with their front wheels on the starting line. The first
car to have its front wheels cross the finish line is the winner. If neither car makes
it to the finish line, the car going the furthest in its lane wins.
If the wheels of a car should touch the lane markers, or cross over the lane
marker, the car shall be disqualified. The competing car immediately becomes
the winner of that round.
Winning cars will advance to the next round until all are eliminated except one
car.

Combined events booking form
This year, for your convenience ( but especially for the Club’s ) we have produced a
combined booking form.
This will enable you to reserve and book for the next two social events, and will also
allow for payment of annual subscriptions for those who haven’t already paid.

Bonfire

This will take place on Saturday 5th November at the Schultz estate.
Bonfire will be lit at 19.00 hrs prompt, and the fireworks will start shortly afterwards.
The committee catering team will have been active and mouth-watering examples of
traditional fayre will be provided including various examples of hotpots from around
the British Isles, well, certainly Lancashire and Kent at least, plus mushy peas, red
cabbage and delightful cakes.
Anyone bringing a “Boris guy” will be guaranteed a front row place.
Cost is £5.00 per adult with children being allowed in free

Annual awards and Christmas Dinner
Cost of this amazing event is £25.00 person. Please send your menu choices with the
cheque

Booking Form
Total
Please reserve ………. adult places at the bonfire @ £5.00 each

£……

Please reserve

£…….

…… tickets for Xmas dinner @ £25.00 each

I would like to pay for one family membership of the club @ £15.00

£…….

Cheque enclosed for

£…….

Name
Menu choices if applicable for the Xmas dinner

Please send your cheque made out to P&D MG Enthusiasts Club to :Mick Bamber, 23 Green Drive, Lostock Hall.Preston. PR5 5UY

ADVANCE WARNING!!!
2016 Christmas Quiz – 29 November
Back by popular demand, and for one night only. (Although when I say “popular
demand”, it would probably be more accurate to say that someone asked us if we
were organising the annual quiz again this year. I guess they won’t be asking that
again!)
Yes folks….IT’S BACK!
For the benefit of those who didn’t come, there was music, and silly party hats and
people making idiots of themselves – so that takes care of the organisers! We had
teams with a maximum of 4/5 people in them – no ‘super teams’ allowed, and the
competition was fierce. In addition to the quiz questions, we had a surprisingly
difficult round where you had to guess the flavour of the crisps. I’ve
already been asked if I’ve chosen the crisps for 2016 – and I’m saying nothing!
Work is currently underway preparing the various elements of the 2016 quiz, and
we’re trying to make sure that it’s not too difficult and that there’s something for
everyone. And let me reassure you, there won’t be any tricky football questions such
as “Since 1966, can you name one occasion when English football has done
something to make us proud?”
So there you have it. There’s one more Club Night before the quiz (guest speaker
Derek Mayer talking about the Mille Miglia) and Bonfire Night at Andy & Carole’s and
then it’s time to put your thinking caps on.
Hopefully, it will be as much fun as last year. If it isn’t, we won’t be asked to do it
again!
For those of you who didn’t come to the 2015 quiz, why not give it a try? For those
of you who did come, are you brave enough to come again?

Christmas dinner menu 2016
STARTERS
Country Vegetable Soup
Melon & Fruits
Chef’s Homemade Chicken Liver & Brandy Pate
~oOo~

MAINS
Roast Turkey with all the trimmings
Roast beef with all the trimmings
Poached Salmon & Hollandaise
Chicken Breast wrapped in Bacon with a Mushroom & White Wine cream sauce
(All served with fresh vegetables and roasted potatoes)
~oOo~

DESSERTS
Fresh Fruit & Ice Cream
Dark Chocolate & Black Cherry Mousse
Christmas Pudding & Brandy Sauce
~oOo~
Tea & Coffee

VEGETARIAN OPTIONS:
- Roasted goats cheese and caramelised onion tart
- Butternut, blue cheese and courgette crumble
- Roasted peppers stuffed with a spicy couscous
and a tomato sauce

“The good old days”
Does anyone recall these mgb owners of the past, the car has
a diverse appeal, judging by the look of these two enthusiasts

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Autotest - Schultz Palace

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Evening Club Run tesco buckshaw village

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night - Evening run

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting (cancelled)
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch (concorde tour)
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
28th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul

Last updated 19/9/2016

Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q
7.30 depart 8.00

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter

Editor: Paul Heyes 07930313459
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Webmaster

Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.co
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

