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Don`t we all look happy ?
More detail in secretary`s scribbles
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Chairman’s Chat
Hi
As we are now getting into autumn the club events are fewer and so since the last
Newsletter we have only had the car parts sale at the last club night and the
Sunday run.
Events.
So the 40 mile Sunday run, this started from the Phantom Winger in Preston and
finished at Bashall Barn which is just on the edge of the Forest of Bowland.
Some 19 MG’s (plus a couple of strays) followed the route which took in some
great roads and countryside including the Trough of Bowland and Waddington
Fell.
Unfortunately I forgot to take any photographs, but I did find this one from
last year which followed some if not all of the same route. Looking at the
photograph and thinking back it was a very similar day with some blue skies and
sunshine.

Once at Bashall Barn many members took the opportunity to have
a leisurely lunch before heading home.
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Newsletter.
Well what can I say; it’s published every month but there’s still not much that hasn’t
been written by a committee member. I am sure that members must have something
interesting that they would like to share.
Club Regalia.
Orders have now been placed for club umbrellas and baseball caps. These should be
available in the next few weeks at the very reasonable cost of;
Umberellas.
£20.00
Baseball Caps. £8.00
As for other club clothing, current stocks are almost fully depleted and at the last
committee meeting we briefly discussed what we should stock. So far no decision has
been taken but I would hope that we can arrange to place orders and have items
available in the New Year ready for the spring.
Announcements / reminders
· Membership. For those who haven’t renewed please note, it is now overdue. Please
see included in the newsletter the renewal form.
·

Bonfire Night & Supper – Saturday 7th November. Entry for anyone over the age
of 12 is £5.00 each. Please get your entry fees to a member of the committee as
soon as possible so that we know how many people will be attending and need to be
catered for. (Booking and payment is required by the end of October)

·

Annual Dinner. This is now getting close and hopefully you will remember the
article from month’s newsletter. It is a great evening, not to be missed. Could
you please get your booking into the committee along with menu choices and
payment as soon as possible. Please see the menu later in the newsletter.
2016 NTBHW. Please see included in the Newsletter an article on next year’s
weekend trip.
For the October club night we have a guest speaker whose subject is the Eagle
Comic. Hopefully, time permitting there should be time to discuss ideas for
next year’s club calendar.

·
·

New Members.
· I would like to welcome Brian Roberts who many will have seen on the Sunday
run in a very nice red MGA.
Well that’s all for now, hopefully see you all at the next club night.
Tony
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Secretary’s Scribbles
Last year I took the MG to Angouleme in September for the famous street race. The year before it
was Monte Carlo & the Alps. This year it was to be the Stelvio Pass & Lake Como for just over 2
weeks.
Myself & Ann, Mick & Chris Bamber, Andy & Carole Schultz & Kevin & Rosie Doran all assembled
at the Schultz Palace mid morning on Wednesday the 9th September prior to an easy run down to
the Eurotunnel, and over the water into froggie country.
Andy had prepared a very professional route book all the way to our villa in Lake Como, with hotel
& road stop details, times, distances & Sat Nav co-ordinates. Ideally we could all travel in convoy,
but traffic lights, roundabouts and other holdups can mean being on your own at times. We all had
Garmins except for Andy, who was using a Tom Tom.
We all arrived at the Eurotunnel on time, no holdups, straight on the train and before we knew it
were chasing down the great French roads to our 1st stop at La Maison Rouge Hotel in Bethune,
south west of Lille. A superb hotel in every way, and we had our own dining room to boot!
The weather so far was perfect with blue sky, and with tops down, we set off on our 2nd leg to the
Novotel at Nancy, stopping for a lunch bite at Epernay on the way. I wasn’t quite into shorts yet,
but I had plenty of sun cream on my face. At Nancy we teamed up with Brian & Ann Roocroft, Ann
being Rosie’s elder sister. They have an early MGF and living in Somerset, had made their way
across France for the rendezvous. But on a UK motorway they collided with a large plastic
mudguard of a truck, which went under the car, fragmenting, doing damage to the front indicator
and bumper, and embedding itself in the mesh area at the back of the car where the exhaust
pipes exit. Brian was able to get the car to the hard shoulder, jack it up and remove with difficulty
the remains of the mudguard. The car was running fine, and visually there was no further damage
so Brian & Ann continued on their way again. Oh Dear! Hope this wasn’t a sign of things to come!
Friday the 11th, and we are all on our way to our next stop, Walenstadt, in Switzerland. One needs
a ‘Vignette’ sticker attached to the windscreen to drive on the Swiss motorways. This costs about
£32 and is easily obtainable beforehand, or at petrol stations and shops near the Swiss border.
Now I’ve only been to Switzerland once, and that was on an Easyjet flight to Geneva there and
back in a day. I have to say that the roads & tunnels in Switzerland are simply outstanding. The
scenery, cowbells clinking, the tunnels, some up to 4 or 5 miles long in which you can overtake,
together with the great weather made driving in Switzerland a complete joy. Our journey so far had
mainly been in convoy but in and around towns we did get split up.
And so we arrived at the Hotel Seehof in Walenstadt in the early evening. The hotel was situated
on the side of a lake, very scenic with a backdrop of mountains to the rear. This is the life - with all
MGs performing beautifully. Better not speak too soon!
Next day, again great weather, we headed north east bypassing Klosters to take in the Vierena
Tunnel, a 15 mile excursion with the car on an open train. It was a loud experience if nothing else,
and enabled us to cut our journey considerably. The cost was about £15. We ventured north east
again in order to come south towards the Stelvio Pass. I got split up from the main party on this
leg of the journey, and got held up in solid traffic near a village due to a bike race. (It was a
Saturday afternoon – not the best day to do the Stelvio!) I rang the boys, to be told that they were
about 10 minutes from the top of the pass – I hadn’t started up the 48 hairpins yet. Some 30
minutes later we were off. Wow! The hairpins are fierce! Bicycles in the race are cutting corners,
motor bikes are going too fast, and the Italians in the Ferraris & Maseratis are screaming down as
I’m going up. Then you have to meet one. Yes – a guy pulling a caravan! What!! He can hardly
take the hairpins and everyone’s screaming at him. Of course he can’t go back, he has to go on.
I’m sure he’ll never forget that journey!
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So – I reached the top where the bike race finishes. It’s like a little town up there. Pretty cold of
course, with snow on the hills. We are a little behind time, as we were expecting to reach our villa
about 4 to 5pm. Ann & I met the rest of the party up there, who are just leaving, so that they can
get a good food shop in before the supermarkets close down near Como. Ann & I grab a coffee
and leave about 15 minutes later.

The downward path of the Stelvio Pass

At the top of the Stelvio Pass
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The Stelvio has 48 hairpins up and 27 coming down. It is best tackled on a weekday out of season
if possible. As I descend from the top, I’m following a line of 8 cars, held up by a slow van at the
front. There’s no chance of overtaking here, and we’re all dabbing the brakes frequently on the
way down. As we enter an open sided tunnel, I felt that the brake pedal had travelled further than
it should, and I pressed it again. It went further! I was coming to a hairpin about 100 yards away
and pressed the brake pedal again. Nothing! All the way to the floor! Panic! I whipped the car into
2nd gear and yanked on the handbrake. Thankfully, this slowed the car down. I got round the
hairpin, and managed to pull in on a small patch of ground to the right before the next hairpin. I sat
in the car, shocked, but somewhat relieved. Ann was sitting there, speechless, shocked and like
me was glad the car was now stationary and undamaged. I rang the boys to let them know what
had happened. No signal on the phone! I started thinking how on earth could a recovery vehicle
get up here, with bikes tearing past as well as cars and motorbikes. How indeed could I contact
them? I couldn’t walk all that way to the bottom of the Stelvio – it was now 4.30pm. I’m in a pickle,
big style!
I got out of the car and lifted the bonnet. To my surprise, the brake fluid reservoir was full which
suggested there were no leaks in the system. Why had my brakes completely failed?
What course of action could I take?
So – after about 15 minutes, I decided I would drive down the rest of the Stelvio crawling in 1st
gear, maybe 2nd on a long stretch, with the hazard warning lights on and waving bikes & cars past.
And so I did – successfully – to the small town of Bormio at the bottom of the pass. I had started
dabbing the brake pedal frequently and noticed that a bit of feel was coming back, and now I was
on the flat I was reaching speeds of up to 30mph as long as there was a large gap in front of me. I
had managed to ring Andy - who told me the problem. It was a hot day, my brakes were very hot
coming down the Stelvio and the brake fluid had boiled, putting air in to the system. Brake fluid is
the most neglected aspect of a car, my brake fluid was clearly old, and not up to the task. A close
shave!
Andy informed me that they had all stopped at a supermarket some 70 miles further on, and I
eventually caught them up just as they had finished the shop. So following Andy, whose
Tom Tom had different ideas to the Garmins, we came down the eastern side of Lake Como in the
dark, rather than going down the western side where Lenno, our destination was situated. The
Tom Tom eventually brought us down lakeside to a ferry terminal, and we were all able to get the
cars onto the ferry about a minute before it was leaving. It was the last ferry of the day! All good
fun! Good old Tom Tom!
Fifteen minutes later and we were on the west side of the lake heading to meet our Italian contact
who would take us to our villa – in the dark! The time was nudging 9pm!
I hope I’m not boring you!
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We met ‘Maurizio’ our Italian contact, and drove up to our villa – Villa Larius, Via Del Poeti, Lenno.
More car trouble! This time it was Kevin in his TF Spark. The villa had large double gates at its
entry and in the dark and unbeknown to us there was a large metal fitting protruding upward from
the middle of the ground between the gates. This was obviously to do with the gates and Kevin’s
car grounded on it. Oops! That took some time to deal with and slight damage had occurred to the
floor pan underneath his car.
However, once the lights were on, and we found our way about, we were soon in bed –
knackered!
Next morning we checked out the place. It was huge, and in acres of ground. Well elevated with
great views including the lake. A large swimming pool stood in the grounds, but seemingly only
Carole was up for a dip. The weather forecast was not good for a few days, but we had our club
brollies and waterproofs and off we went on foot to explore. It was simply delightful down by the
lake, with the usual restaurants and cafes on the Lenno promenade.
Back to my car and the brakes. I always carry a good set of spares when on the continent, and I
had plenty of brake fluid, tubing and a good set of tools. Andy took the front wheels off and we set
about bleeding the front brakes. This did the trick and I was able to continue quite safely for the
rest of the holiday – but a fluid change will be a priority when I get back to the UK - most definitely!
We drove round to Bellagio in good weather, a beautiful spot with chic shops and I arrived some 5
minutes before the others – I suspect the rest were following Andy’s Tom Tom which continued to
have a mind of its own.

Bellagio
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As I pulled into Bellagio and the ferry area, on the side of street cafes and restaurants, I was
greeted by a horde of people. Where have you come from in the car? I said the UK. You’ve come
all the way from the UK in the MG? Yes. They were astounded. I told them there would be another
4 cars in a few minutes. Sure enough, you could hear them coming. They rolled into Bellagio
behind mine, and suddenly there were more people. Bonnets were up. What sort of engine is
that? An American woman wanted her husband to buy my car there and then! Mick had them
round his GT like bees in a honeypot, and some were more interested in the F models.
Unbelievable! We decided to come back on foot, using the ferry, and have lunch here. And there
were plenty of jewellery shops. I got dragged in, but that’s an expensive story………..
The week passed fairly quickly, as they do when you’re on holiday, but we had another lovely
place to stay at on our return leg – Interlaken in Switzerland for 4 nights, a town resting in the
valley between two lakes near Wengen, the Jungfrau & the Eiger.
We’d booked a small hotel in the middle of Interlaken for 4 nights, using the internet, having only
seen a picture of it on the internet.

The Hardermannli Hotel, Interlaken
It was a small family owned hotel with about 15 rooms, some of the front rooms having balconies
facing the Jungfrau mountain range. We had our cars parked directly outside the front door and
could see them all from the balconies. But we were pleased to see that the area was all very safe,
and central to the whole town. The owner’s wife was a great help to us in advising what to do, the
best time of day to do the mountain trips and so on. She sat in one of the MGs, had her picture
taken on her mobile, and face booked it round to all her friends showing them her ‘new car’!
More car trouble, I’m afraid. Andy’s V8 had become sick. It was missing, he was down on power,
and it was something internal. Something that could not be rectified in Switzerland, but more
safely in the workshop at the Schultz Palace. So it was a ‘limping’ job for Andy & Carole until they
could get home.
Also – Brian’s F was overheating at times, and he was watching it very carefully.
This area of Switzerland is famous for the winter pursuits, and also for the mountain climbing,
particularly the north face of the Eiger, which is one of the most treacherous climbs in the world.
Some 60 odd climbers have lost their lives trying to ascend the foreboding north face, some 13000
feet high. Wengen is a village, a mile high, and can only be reached by cable car or train. It is
packed to the gills in winter for the great skiing, and visitors either pull their cases through the
streets or pay for a porter to do the work for them.
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Further up is Kleine Scheidegg, reachable by train, It is a small place with a few hotels and
restaurants, and in the past provided a viewing point for journalists and others to watch the
climbers progress on the Eiger through telescopes.

Two pictures of the Kleine Scheidegg area
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We all decided to take the railway up to the highest train station in Europe to the Sphinx research
station at the top of the Jungfraujoch. We picked a good day, and the views were simply outstanding.
There are café and restaurant facilities at this high point, and with the air so thin, it can make you feel
a tad giddy. The railway system was built in the early part of the 20th century, and traverses the
inside of the Eiger on the way up. There are two stations inside the Eiger where one can get off the
train and look through two windows on the Eiger cliff face. It would put you off climbing for life!
Down in Interlaken there is a green park area in the middle of the town, and hang gliders continually
land there, having taken off high up in the mountains. This is a rental business and Kevin & Andy
were close to having a go, for around 170 Swiss francs each!
We had a day out in the cars to Lucerne, a beautiful city, and a run round the lake to Weggis, where
Brian & Ann had spent some time many years ago.
Needless to say, we were all very impressed with Interlaken, and the surrounding area.
At the top of the Harder Kulm

And so its Wednesday the 23rd September, our stay at Interlaken is over, and we headed off to
France for our last stop, this time at the Ibis hotel in Auxerre, south of Paris. The weather still
holding up nicely and we arrived comfortably for a welcome beer and a glass of wine in the hotel.
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Next morning, we had plenty of time to arrive at our ferry port of Le Havre, and around 2pm just
north of Paris, we all stopped at a motorway services for lunch & petrol. Mick’s car had developed
gearbox problems, thought to be emanating from the overdrive unit, but it was manageable.
The phone calls and messages started. The Le Havre ferry would not be running this evening due
to ‘technical difficulties’. Are they having a laugh? No, they’re not! Flippin’ Frenchies! So – we put
our heads together and decided to chase north to Ouistreham where a ferry would depart at
4.45pm. We made it with not a lot of time to spare, but we had berths and we were all delighted. A
nice meal in the restaurant, a few hours sleep, and we all arrived in Portsmouth about 10.00pm
that evening. As usual in the UK & on the motorways, there were traffic cones everywhere. The
motorway was completely closed and we were re-directed all over the place.
However, we were all in our beds around 3.30am – having had another wonderful holiday – apart
from a few niggles with the cars.
-----------------------Our last seasonal club run on the 11th October was superb, with some 20 cars or so turning up at
the Phantom Winger. Over the Trough, and a fine lunch at Bashall Barn.
Club night on Tuesday the 27th October – we have a speaker coming, who will be giving a talk on
‘The Eagle Comic’. I was a big reader of that comic, and the red Eagle annual was always a must
on my Christmas list. Meeting starts at the usual time of 8pm.
Then its Bonfire Night on Saturday the 7th November at the Schultz Palace. Bonfire is lit at 7pm
sharp, so be there early. Entry including hot pot & fireworks display - £5 to Mick Bamber or any
committee member. Always a good night.
Don’t forget that there is an informal classic car meet at the Cornerhouse pub in Wrightington on
the 1st Sunday of each month – 9am to 11.30am. Free entry. Tea & coffee available. Next one will
be the 1st November.

GODFREY

P.S.

For Sale
Emergency brake system suitable for MGC
One careful owner, used only once.
Would suit gentleman MG owner planning trip over
the alps.
Genuine reason for sale (nervous passenger)
Contact Godfrey for more details
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NTBHWE 3rd-6th June 2016
This important calendar event for 2016 is a bit late in arrival this year
for reasons better known to myself! Nevertheless here it is .
Back to the beautiful County of Northumberland and to the rather
wonderful area of the Kielder Forest.
It takes me back to the early sixties when anyone with a suitable car that
you could manage at speed to keep on the tarmac without too much
damage, afford to fuel and service it then you could become an amateur
participant in the RAC Rallies of the day running alongside the
professional entrants.
In my case it was as co driver in my friend’s TR2, always ready to go and
loaded with sleeping bags and emergency rations – with no room for the
luxury that a tent would have provided.
The “remnants” of the TR2 still lie within Delamere Forest, but that is
another storey.
If you have not visited Kielder in the past you are in for a surprise.
It is stunningly beautiful and now the forest tracks are macadam
surfaced offering a 12 mile drive within the 250sq.miles of forest and
skirting the Kielder Water which is the biggest manmade lake in
northern Europe.
BUT that is only part of the detail of the event and the remainder will
remain secret with the exception of our base for the weekend.
I have made a provisional reservation for 16 rooms at the Battlesteads
Hotel and Restaurant situated in the village of Wark which is approx. 12
miles north west of Hexham.
From the information at hand, this is a very good venue with an
excellent restaurant and ideally suited to our purpose.
We will have adequate parking for our cars and the location is central to
what is envisaged for the weekend’s programme.
I have made every effort to achieve a reasonable financial deal with the
hotel and the final costs will bear a modest increase
on the 2015 event and will be published soon following my discussion
with Mr Bamber! (“HIM” of the Treasury)
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The BATTLESTEADS Hotel WARK
VERY IMPORTANT
PLEASE have a think about this, discuss it with your co drivers /
navigators or even spouses and let me know of your intentions as soon
as possible as I will need to pay a deposit by the end of this month.
As stated I have made provisional bookings for 16 rooms and in total
there are 22 which were still free as of last week. But the Hotel books up
rather quickly so if we need more rooms I can secure them on your
request.
Thanks
BILL
e.mail me please at:william.wryding@virginmedia.com
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From the archive

Does anyone recall these former winners of the “how much equipment” or “how many bodies” can you
force into an mg competition? Good effort by both entrants.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
1. NEW
2. RENEWAL
Membership Secretary
Gordon Mallett.
28 Northwood Close,
Burnley,
BB12 0JR,
Tel 01282 429658
Mob 07725 503888

Est. 1980

Name
------------------------------------------------------------Address
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Telephone

-------------------------------------------------------------

E-mail address

-------------------------------------------------------------

Car details or changes.
(if any)

-------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------

I wish to renew my annual subscription and enclose herewith my cheque / postal order in the sum of £15.00 made payable to: Preston & District MGEC.
Signed: -

-------------------------------------------------------------

Date: -

-------------------------------------------------------------
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Annual Awards & Christmas Dinner Evening
Menu options.
Name __________________________________
Selection Choice
Starters

Selection and number

Duck & orange pate served with a warm apple & ale chutney.
Chef’s homemade thick vegetable soup.
Deep fried brie wedges with caramelised onion chutney.

Mains Choice
Roast striploin of beef with Yorkshire pudding.

Selection and number

Roast breast of turkey with the traditional trimmings.
Poached loin of cod served with a rich and spicy tomato sauce.

Desserts Choice
Xmas pudding and brandy sauce.

Selection and number

Lemon tartlet with fresh cream.
Warm chocolate sponge and custard.

As soon as possible could you please confirm whether you wish to attend the annual dinner and if so forward
your menu choices along with the payment (Cheque or cash to the value of £22.50 per person) to;
Mick Bamber mick@mcbamber.com
If you can’t make it to a club night please post the menu choices and cheque to;
Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue,
Farington Moss,
Leyland, PR26 6RQ
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 24 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.30

Lakeside Preston

Sun 22 Mar

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

New hall tavern PR5 0XA

Tue 31 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Apr

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

The Mill cafe

Sun 26 Apr

Drive It Day (inc. Treasure Hunt)

10.00

Booths car park Garstang

Tue 28 Apr

Club Night (inc. Quiz)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 May

Club run and lunch

10 00

Start at Mitton Hall

Tue 26 May

Club Night – Evening Run

18 30

Lang's of Longton PR45BF

5/8 June

NTBHWE - Derbyshire

09.30

TBA

Sun 14 Jun

Classic Car Show – Hoghton Tower

10.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 28 Jun

Classic Car Show Townley Park

09.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Sat 4 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars)

10.30

Gas Works Rd. Lostock H

Sun 5 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.00

Phantom Winger

Sun 12 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.00

Plough, Runshaw Ln. PR7 6HB

Sun 19 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot Car Park

Tue 28 Jul

Club Night - SYCO

Sun 9 Aug

Northern National Pateley Bridge

20.00
09.00

Railway at Leyland
Salmesbury Hotel PR5 0UL

Sun 16 Aug

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 23 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Dobbies. Blackpool Road

Tue 25 Aug

Club Night – Evening Run?

19.00

Leyland Park (car park)

Sat 12 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services

Sun 13 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show/Lunch

Sun 20 Sep

Canberra Club Classic Car Show

11.00

BAE premises, Samlesbury

Tue 29 Sep

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 11 Oct

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 Oct

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night + Hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 24 Nov

Club Night, Elizabeths xmas quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.00

Ashton & Lea Golf Club

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA

Tue 30 Jun

Cancelled

UPDATED 18/10/2015
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information

Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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