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Barry Wilson setting off in his TD on the Lancashire Lanes Run, without a navigator. Brave man!

Gathering for the start of the run & lunch, on the 12th October at the Phantom Winger.
------------------------------FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Club Night Tuesday 28th October - Murder Mystery Night at the Railway starting at
8pm. Pretend you are a police detective for the evening!
Saturday 1st November - Bonfire Night - hotpot supper & fireworks display, at the
Schultz Palace, starting at 7pm sharp.
Club Night Tuesday 28th November - Natter & Noggin to include diary planning for
2015.
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES

Well - some very good news. Bill is home from hospital and recuperating after his latest
setback. I take the opportunity on behalf of all of us to wish him a speedy recovery, and a
return to the driving seat as soon as possible.

Another fine month slips by and we now find ourselves half way through October, with
Halloween around the corner and yet another Christmas looming. Where does the time
go? As for me, well, I’ve had a great year in the MG. I’ve been to France twice and I’ve
been on most of the club runs. Its now time to think about replacing the wooden dashboard on the car, due to some hairline cracks caused by the sunshine in Japan, where my
car lived for its first 7 years. I also need to replace one of the headlamp binnacles due to
stress cracks, which were there when I bought the car in 2011! I want to replace the chip
with an Optimax which will improve the overall engine performance. I will of course advise
my insurance company when Andy has done the work.

Last Sunday, the 12th, was a beautiful day weatherwise, and it was the day on which the
club held its last major run & lunch of the year. It was a little disappointing to see only 11
cars turn up for what turned out to be a superb run heading out towards the Trough and
Dunsop Bridge before ending at Bashall Barn, a great place, for lunch. And a warm welcome to Jim & Margaret in their recently acquired B Roadster, their first MG. Jim came to
the last club night, and will he join the club, I wonder?
Must do this run again at some time in the future.
---------------------------

Club Night - Tuesday 28th October
Learn how to manage a MURDER scene
Have you ever thought about how much work goes into the management of a crime scene,
especially where a murder is suspected?
This is your chance to find out from one of Lancashire Constabulary’s finest detectives.
Ex Detective Chief Superintendant Mick Gradwell will lead you through what happens
when the first call is received reporting a murder. He will get you to plan the sequence of
events and control the deployment of resources. He will tell you how to liaise with the
Press to ensure that they work for you rather than against you, get you to decide how to
preserve the scene to ensure that no vital evidence is lost or compromised.
Obviously the crime is hypothetical, but is derived from numerous actual events from
Mick’s long and successful career.

8.00pm at the Railway Hotel, Leyland
Look forward to seeing you there
-------------------------------

I must mention the Lancashire Lanes Run. We had some nice comments from one or two
participants and so I’ve included them here for you to read. Thanks for all the hard work
go to Tony, Andy & Carole, Michael & Helen - and Karen, Ann, & Roy Clapham for their
help on the day.
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Lancashire Lanes Run cont’d


Thank you so much for today. We have been so close to home but you still found fabulous
roads that we didn’t know about. Your efforts are much appreciated. Please keep doing
what you are great at. Thanks to everyone else involved. A brilliant day which everyone at
our lunch stop were thoroughly enjoying.



I just wanted to thank you and the club for a great run on August 31st. The effort that went
into the event overall, especially the faultless route book, was excellent and much appreciated by Harry and myself as offcomers. It was a pleasure to meet you and I hope we will be
’down South’ (from Cumbria) again before too long. My boyhood and early youth was spent
in Lytham St Annes and my parents were best of friends with the owners of the Chadwick
Hotel at that time - I see you are using it for an event in September. My first motorised experiences were on a clapped out 197cc Villiers engined DOT with a rigid frame. I used it to
ride around the Lancashire lanes East, North & West of Preston in the mid 1950s. The villages have obviously changed along with the traffic using them but happily the lanes and
rural areas are not that much changed over the last 60 years.
-----------------------------------

And have you heard what

MG managed to do recently? They only went and won their 1st
British Touring Car Championship Manufacturer Title two weeks ago at Brands Hatch. The
MG Triple Eight team ended Honda’s four year dominance of the competition in a thrilling
season finale at the famous Kent circuit, and over the 30 race season, drivers Jason Plato
& Sam Tordoff racked up seven wins & 20 podium places between them. The MG6 GT race
car was designed to resemble the road car as closely as possible, and the latest news
should greatly improve awareness of the MG brand in this country.
----------------------------------

The club’s

CHRISTMAS DINNER & AWARDS NIGHT takes place on Saturday the 6th
December at Ashton & Lea Golf Club, the same venue as last year. We will have a room
downstairs this time, and Mick has the arrangements well in hand, including the entertainment. The cost is £20 per head, and cheques payable to P&D MGEC can be handed to any
committee member. A menu will be published as soon as it is available.
-----------------------------------

Your Club needs you!
I am stepping down at the AGM as Secretary & Newsletter Editor, after 3 years in the post.
The positions are to be separated and both jobs do need to be filled. They are enjoyable
roles, not as onerous as you might think. So - please consider giving it a go.
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GORDON‟S AFTER YOUR SUBS!!!!

You can print this page, or cut it out, fill it in and send to Gordon at the address
shown. Alternatively, you can bring £15 to the next club meeting.

Membership Secretary
Gordon Mallett
28 Northwood Close
Burnley
BB12 0JR
Tel: 01282 429658
Name ……………………………………………………….
Address …………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
Telephone ………………………………………………….
E-mail address …………………………………………….
Change of Car details …………………………………….. (if any)
I wish to renew my annual subscription, and enclose herewith my cheque in the
sum of £15, payable to: PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
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On September the 17th some of us went to Angouleme in the Charantes region of France,
down the west side just beyond the Cognac region - to watch the Circuits Des Ramparts
street race meeting in the town centre. This is an ancient walled town on a raised plateau
and this famous street race has taken place in Angouleme since 1934. All the greats, the
likes of Fangio, Moss, & Surtees have raced there, and it was a spectacle we all were looking forward to.
Four couples, Andy & Carole, myself & Ann, Kevin & Rosie & Rosie’s sister & her husband
(in their MGF) joined the 10.00pm ferry at Portsmouth on Wednesday the 17th, having indulged in a pint or two of London Pride at the Ship & Castle dockside prior to boarding.
We all had berths and after what I was told was a rough crossing, had a brief breakfast on
board and set off from Le Havre at about 8.30am. We had some 350 miles to cover to
reach our Campanile hotel on the outskirts of Angouleme, where we would rendezvous
with that well known Treasurer, Mick Bamber and his lovely wife, Chris. The weather was
top down suitable, and we motored down those lovely French roads, with cars flashing
and tooting horns at us as we left the rest for dust. After a great run, we arrived late afternoon at the Campanile, and within no time at all were sitting on the veranda, a glass of
wine in hand when Mick & Chris joined us. Steve & Jill Summerfield joined us later in the
evening for a meal - they had both travelled down earlier in their MAZDA, yes I did say
MAZDA, a recently acquired vehicle which they took a liking to. Aren’t they made in Japan
or somewhere like that? They don’t ever go wrong, do they? And also David Williams and
an old pal, George, would be in the town over the weekend.
So - after a day or two settling in and finding our bearings, we set off on Saturday morning
for our proper accommodation, a very large Chateau in the village of Villeneuve, some 12
miles north east of Angouleme, where we would be based for the next week. What do you
think of this place?

Ten of us with the place to ourselves, and a great big swimming pool to boot!
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This is the rear of the house, and the barn (on the left and out of sight) housed the cars
overnight.
So - we all mucked in, the girls were particularly good in the kitchen, as was Kevin with his
superb salads. Me? I was the Barbie man all week, Mick looked after the money side, Andy
was the bin man and tidy upper, and Brian, Rosie’s brother in Law? Well, he just enjoyed
himself!
Look at those sizzlers on the Barbie! Steaks, pork
chops & of course, sausages. You can see we didn’t
go short. What with apperos beforehand, Ricard,
Kassis, a few beers, and a glass of wine with our
meals - well, what more can I say.
And - a Grand Marnier a bit later on ! Oh dear! The
room’s spinning round!
There was a small private distillery in the village,
which we all enjoyed visiting, and buying the odd
bottle or two of distilled and finely blended wine,
some bottles going back 20 to 30 years in age. And there was a small art gallery upstairs, which was
slightly pornographic, leaving little to the imagination. Fancy that in a little village in the middle of the
countryside!
Well you’ve got to visit these places when you’re
there, haven’t you?
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Now - let’s get back to the purpose of our visit - Angouleme. We had already walked into
the town, up the steep gradient through the walls and into the main square, as we knew
parking in the town would be a bit difficult, unless you owned a Bugatti. The centre of the
town was spectacular, this being on the Friday, particularly where the pits area was, with
the whole area transformed with stands & booths all ready for the Sunday. As we were
walking about, there was David Williams in the pits area, camera round his neck, looking
official. How did he manage to get in there? Well we soon found out that if you had a
stand pass, as we did, you were allowed into the pits area. And there they all were. MGs,
Bugattis, Lotus Cortinas, Minis, Renault Alpines, Saabs, Barchettas, Austin 7 Specials,
and all sorts of others. You see - there would be twelve 10 lap races on the Sunday round
the short street circuit, each race being for a different class of car. It was just a fantastic
place to be for all of us, so close to everything that was going on. Have a look:

Some of these racing Bugattis are worth in excess of £1million pounds each!!
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On Sunday, the weather was perfect, if not a little too hot at times. We had reserved seats
in the Cathedral Stand, which was on the start line, and close to a hairpin. So our view of
what was happening was great, we could see those cars that stalled at the start, and the
efforts of the stewards to sort them out. We could see the action on the hairpin, and really
it was a fine place to be. A large screen directly opposite us provided picture coverage of
the rest of the circuit to keep us in touch with what was happening elsewhere.
Some fun bits. A Saab 90 series (a two stroker) made a lot of noise from the exhaust, but
was so desperately slow. An Austin 7 special coasted round at no more that 30mph or
40mph, and caused the crowd to laugh each time it passed by. The Ford Mustangs, of
which there were two, could not hack the track, and vanished after a few laps. And it was
quite amazing the speed some of these oldie vehicles could muster on their way round. So
a really great day, a memorable one, which made the whole trip very worthwhile. Back to
our Chateau for a Barbie and a pow wow about the day’s events.
So - for the rest of the week, we took to the cars for organised trips out, we visited Cognac, and the Hennessey distillery. We went to Jarnac. We re-visited Angouleme later in the
week. And whilst out in the countryside, we took a picture, especially for Bill. Well, we
know he likes windmills!

Saturday arrived, well before we wanted it to, and we all set off for another 350 mile trip to
Le Havre. We left Mick & Chris at the Chateau as they were staying in France. The weather
was perfect and so the tops remained down. We all had a great trip home, and the cars
performed beautifully as ever - all serviced prior to the holiday by Cuerden Classics!
-------------------And finally - don’t forget to think about either the Club Secretary or the Newsletter Editor!
GODFREY
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 25 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 23 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 25 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 6 Apr

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Mitton Hall, BB7 9PQ

Sun 27 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

10.00

Stydd Gardens, Ribchester
PR3 3YN

Tue 29 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 4 May

Lakeland Car Museum, Newby Br.

10.00

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 May

Club Night—evening run

19.00

Botany Bay Mill, Chorley

6/9th Jun

NTBHWE—Wales

09.30

Dirty Mary’s, Bamber Bridge

Sun 22 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 24 Jun

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 29 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

10.00

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sat 5 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

10.30

Gas Works Road, Lostock Hall

Sun 6 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Phantom Winger

Sun 13 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Shackletons Gdn Centre

Sun 20 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot car park, Preston

Tue 29 Jul

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 Aug

Northern National—Pateley Bridge

09.30

TBA

Sun 17 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Mon 25 Aug

Woodsmoor Classic Show Stockport 09.30

B&Q - Bamber Bridge

Tue 26 Aug

Club Night - Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway, Leyland

Sun 31 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Barton Grange Gdn Ctr. A6

Sat 6 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sun 7 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch 10.30

Ribble Pilot car park

Sun 28 Sept

Canberra Club Annual Classic Show 11.00

At BAE premises, Samlesbury

Tue 30 Sep

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 28 Oct

Club Night-Murder Mystery

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 25 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Ashton & Lea Golf Club

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william.wryding@virginmedia.com

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 640841
grfdennis@gmail.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
Kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Paul Heyes

Tel: 01257 472262
Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Highbank, 9 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston PR4 5ZJ
Tel: 01772 640841
Mobile: 07780 682592
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com
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