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Henry & Shirleyñ Phantom Winger 13th Octoberñready to go! 

ññññññññññññññ 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Tue 29th OctoberñClub Night. Visiting Speaker 8.00pm (talking on ôChorley Palsõ) 

Sat 2nd NovemberñBonfire, hotpot & fireworks at the Schultz Palaceñ7.00pm sharp 

 

 



2 

CHAIRMANõS CHAT OCTOBER 2013 

 

LANCASHIRE LANES RUN  

First and foremost a very big thank you to Tony and his team for the organisation and 

presentation of the 2013 Lancashire Lanes Run. 

The weather could not have been worse than we experienced on the day, nevertheless 

with 40 plus cars in attendance it must be considered as a successful event with a su-

perb route and excellent detailed route book. 

Thank you to all involved. 

ðððððððð- 

QUIZ NIGHT 

In my absence  the Annual  Quiz  Night was held at The Welcome Tavern  and I  am 

informed that the successful Team comprised the ñBradshaw and Gouldthorpe family 

swotsò. 

Congratulations to them and they will receive their just awards at the Annual Dinner 

in December. 

(Bill, had you memorised the second appearance of the cryptic crossword ?) 

______________ 

Sunday, October 13th 

Sunday Run and Lunch 

Nine cars turned up at the Phantom Winger, and after a natter and a cup of coffee, we 

all departed around 10.45am for a short ótulipedô run to the Stork Hotel at Condor 

Green for lunch.  

This was the final Club run of the summer season, and thankfully the weather was 

reasonable on the day. 

_____________________ 

Club Night Tuesday 29th October 

 Guest Speaker Steve Williams is booked for the evening and will present his WW1 

submission on the ñChorley Palsò 

A very entertaining evening is promised SO be at the Welcome for a 8:00pm start. 
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ñEARLY WARNINGò 

 CHRISTMAS DINNER and AWARDS PRESENTATION 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The 2013 Christmas Dinner and Awards will be held at 

ASHTON & LEA GOLF CLUB PRESTON 

Address : off  Tudor Avenue Ashton Preston 

Sat Nav:  PR4 0XA 

7:30 for 8:00pm Saturday 7th December 2013 

Tickets (in advance) Ã20.00 per person includes an excellent festive dinner, Awards 

presentation and a charming young lady vocalist for your entertainment. 

The annual high quality prize raffle will also be held during the evening. 

Please, as a matter of urgency let us know of your intentions in this respect and for-

ward the payment in full to our Treasurer Mick or any Committee Member. 

ððððððððð 

If you suffer nausea from looking at the symbol below then read on as it is of financial 

interest to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  You are no doubt aware that the ñclimate change enthusiasts enjoyed another very  

expensive ñjollyò in Stockholm last week all funded by you the tax payer, and formally 

decided that there was no such  thing as  ñglobal warmingò  anymore and it is now      
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popular to assume  that we are in a period of ñglobal coolingò as, in  spite  of  their 

predictions to the contrary, the average world temperatures have remained steady for 

the past 15 years and they are having great difficulty in explaining this.                            

The northern hemisphere ice cap  in August 2013 is 920,000 thousand square miles 

larger than in the same period in 2012 yet if we had believed the BBC reports of 2007 

by the summer of 2013 there would be no ice remaining at all and the polar bears 

would be lavishing in glorious sunshine! 

ALL OF THIS and yet they are still intent on  convincing us   that the  hypothetical 

climate change results from man generated emissions and yet they cannot prove it. 

In my view they are happy to prolong their doubt for the foreseeable future in order to 

secure their substantial Governmental funding that we, the taxpayer will be required 

to support together with all our financial contributions to the ridiculous ñgreen ener-

gyò garbage. 

At least it is good to see that they have increased their time base line to a period of 15 

years for the current prediction which still seems a bit limited to me when you consid-

er the earth is some 4.5 billion years old! 

BILL 

ððððððð 

Secretaryôs Scribbles 

 

I moved out of Plumpton House on the 27th September, and have been holed up in 

a static caravan at the Riverside Holiday Park, Nr. Southport, pending completion 

of my next house, for which incidentally, Iôve not yet exchanged contracts. Thereôs 

no doubt about it, buying and selling houses can be a frustrating and stressful  

business.  

The thing Iôve missed most is not having Broadband availability on tap. However, in 

the last few days Iôve got myself fixed up with a ó3ô mobile dongle, which I have to 

admit does the job perfectly, although slightly slower. SoðIôm back in business! 

The RV8 is tucked up in a friendôs garage indefinitely, and this time next month I 

should be, with a bit of luck, in my new house. 

October was a quiet month for the club, with just the one run last Sunday, the 13th. 

As Bill has mentioned, we ótulippedô up to the Stork at Condor Green for lunch 

which was delayed somewhat due to demand.  

However, the South African lady proprietor was extremely sorry and agreed we all 

could have free afters. (Gordonðyou missed a free pudding!) A nice gesture. The 

whole meal was perfect, and I would recommend this hostelry to anyone. 

Next up, club night on the 24th, with an excellent speaker on ó Chorley Palsô - 8pm. 
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On Saturday, 2nd November, the club holds it annual Bonfire Night event at the 

Schultz Palace, where there will be a hotpot supper with a fireworks display. The 

bonfire is lit at 7.00pm sharp, and at a cost of Ã5 each it is very good value. Please 

pay Mick Bamber, or any other committee member.  

 

Its all money at this time of the year! The club annual membership subscriptions of 

Ã15 are due this month, and should be given to, or sent to Gordon Mallett, the 

clubôs Membership Secretary. A subscription form is in the newsletter. Please note 

that the Ã15 is NOT per person, but does include all family members for the year. 

 

And, the clubôs annual Christmas Dinner and Awards Night takes place on Satur-

day, the 7th December at Ashton & Lea Golf Club. Entertainment is provided. The 

cost is Ã20 per head, and again please pay Mick Bamber of any committee mem-

ber as soon as you can. 

 

Also, can those members who have cups / trophies in their possession please re-

turn them now, as they will be needed in good time for engraving before December. 

You can hand them to any committee member. 

 

Peter Batty, who joined the club during 2013 is in the course of doing a detailed re-

furbishment of his MGB Roadster, and he has documented the strip down, with 

photographs. There are about 27 pages on the matter, and I feel sure it will be of 

interest to many members. Rather than include it in the newsletter, I will be sending 

the article out in a separate e-mail. 

 

AndðI have to apologise to Tony Sharples. He wrote an article for the newsletter 

last month which consisted of two pages. I only published one! The article has now 

become three pages, and I am publishing pages two and three this month. 

 

 

                  On the road runð13th October                                                       The Stork, Condor Green 

GODFREY 
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FOR SALE 

Andy still has this nice MG TF 135 for sale, 53 plate with 66000 miles. 1.8 in metallic grey, 

with hardtop, good condition, new exhaust, starter motor and various other bits. MOT, 

good tyres, and inspection welcome. 

Ã1200 o.n.o                                                              Ring Andy  -  01772 627170 

ððððððððððððð 

Bill Bradshaw continues with his very interesting óBlack Museumô articles, and writes: 

Pictures from the Black Museum part 3 

Iôve rebuilt a lot of motorcycle and car engines over the years, and have started to collect a photo-

graphic record of some of the horrors encountered during the dismantling process. 

Iôve promised Godfrey to send in a monthly newsletter contribution showing some of these; the third 

is to do with cam followers :- 

 

 

 

These sit on top of the camshaft in conventional engines and house the bottom end of the push rods 

that actuate the valves. The surface is less hard than the cams and tends to break up over a period of 

time, so itôs always advisable to replace them on a full engine rebuild. On the smaller A series en-

gines, they can be replaced if the cylinder head is off via the side engine plates, but on MGB engines 

the camshaft needs to be removed to get at them (later ones are longer and have an oil slot in them). 

Excessive wear will affect tappet clearances and valve operation ï Iôve never met one that has com-

pletely broken down but would imagine the results of that would be fairly serious.  

The picture shows a new one in the middle surrounded by worn and rejected parts, which can be 

used as very effective catapult ammunition when hunting rabbits. 

Bill B 
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Tony Sharples writes: 

Just a few words of thanks, Part2 

Unfortunately this article didnôt make it into last monthôs Newsletter so more progress has 

been made on the ñBò. 

Having determined that there was adequate gap between the valves and pistons, the cylin-

der head was taken to Bill Bannister for machining. He did a great job of skimming the 

face of the head and only taking off what was required (20thou) to remove almost all of the 

erosion problems and give a good surface for the gasket. 

With every part of the engine thoroughly inspected, it has been rebuilt with all new seals, 

gaskets, wider cam-belt, tensioner wheel, vernier pulleys and reassembled starter motor. 

 

   

Although I had all sorts of problems with oil leaks, priming the oil system, coolant leaks 

and engine management maps which no longer worked, it is running and starts easily 

when warm. 

So all that is needed now is to get a couple of hundred miles on the clock to check that 

that there are no leaks and that the head gasket is OK then finally take to the rolling road. 

Hopefully I can then get back to working on the MGA or if needed Karenôs recently ac-

quired TF. 

 

  

Thanks again, 

Tony, Karen & the MG / Fiat Hybrid. 
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p.s.  

We have just come back from a Holiday in California and when driving from Yosemite we 

were stopped by the Police just past Mojave (near Edwards Air Force Base) whilst a truck 

was escorted through the traffic lights. Its contents made us think of Bill R. 

 

 

Then as we drove along the ñChristopher Columbus Transcontinental Highwayò into Palm 

Springs we saw what could be Billôs worst nightmare, some of the 3,100 wind turbines that 

sit in the San Gorgonio Pass. 

 

 

This wind farm has been developed over the last 30 years or so and develops enough 

power for Palm Springs and some of the surrounding area for some 300 days of each year. 

Clearly this is not a replacement for our current conventional power sources but who 

knows with continual development; in years to come they could reduce our dependence 

on fossil and nuclear fuels also their impact on greenhouse gases and pollution. 

 

Tony, Karen and the MG / Fiat Hybrid 


