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Roy & Sue's 'Y' - and no, it's not for sale!

Secretary's Scribbles
Only one place to start this month – the success of
this years Lancashire Lanes Run.
With a record field and a mammoth £1000
donated to St Catherines Hospice, all that’s left to
say is a huge thank you to everyone concerned,
particularly the run committee, Andy and Graham
for sponsoring the event, Alan and Marianne
Grindley for their own very generous donations
and the landlord of the Boat Yard for being so
generous and accommodating on the day.
The club have received numerous e’mails and
letters from entrants thanking P&DMGEC for
putting the whole thing together, and I have
included a selection of some of the comments
below:......a very big thank you to the run team. A
fantastic day with excellent start/finish venue, very
good interesting and well signed driving route and
slick organisation. Many thanks to the whole
team.....
......what a wonderful run we had yesterday, the
route afforded such splendid views. Well done to
the whole team who planned it.....
....thanks for today, bet your knackered but still on
a high.....
....thank you for the excellent organisation with
the Lanes Run. We really enjoyed the drive
through lovely scenery and met some really
interesting people. The venue was excellent.....
Elizabeth Schofield has carried out an analysis of
the feedback that we received and this is attached
later within this newsletter.
No-one should be under any illusions - this was a
fantastic team effort from everyone involved.
However, I think that without the dedication and
organisation of someone like Roger to drive and
co-ordinate all those individual volunteers, the end
result wouldn’t have been as polished, efficient, as
lucrative for St Catherines Hospice or as much fun
as it turned out to be.
We will shortly be looking for volunteers to pick up
the baton and form a fresh committee for our 10th
annual Lancashire Lanes Run which will coincide
with the clubs 30th anniversary.

At this stage the plan is to try and combine our
30th anniversary celebrations with the run itself.
Will we be able to persuade Roger and the rest of
his team to remain involved with the planning for
next years run, who knows. What I do know, is
that if Roger decides that he is unable to commit
himself to doing it one more time, he has left
some very, very big shoes to fill.
Subscriptions - you may recall that at the last AGM
it was agreed that annual subscriptions would be
increased from October 2009 (apparently this is
the first increase that has taken place within the
last 10 yrs) to £15.00 for family membership. We
would appreciate it if you could let us have your
subs promptly, we wouldn't want to have to set
Gordon onto you.
Now, it’s come to that time of the year when MG
owners all start debating whether or not they
should take their cars off the road for the winter. I
remember last year, I used my car on the Lanes
Run in September, and then it didn’t come out of
the garage again until the Cold Turkey Run in
December. I’m sure I’m not the only member who
did this, all of which makes the cost of running
your MG quite expensive. If you live where I live,
leaving the car under wraps in the garage for
several months over winter also increases the
chances of those flaming mice moving back in.
(Note for Don, you might want to check your Black
MG, I believe it hasn’t been used for several years).
Talking about the Cold Turkey Run, we’ve got a
date or your diaries, Sunday 27th December, we’ve
organised a cracking run to blow all those winter
cobwebs away. Starting from Guys Court (don’t
worry Dot, we’re not going back into the Trough,
which also means we will be no where near
Chipping, which should please Mike). Where will
we end up for lunch…… well, you’ll just have to
turn up to find out.
Next - Bonfire Night – this was really well attended
last year and I think that everyone agreed that we
had a great evening with a huge bonfire, fabulous
firework display and a free hot pot supper
provided. If anyone has any wood that they want
to get rid of, you can drop it off at Andy’s and
he’ll burn it with all the other wood on the
bonfire.
I’m sure that everyone is aware of the cost of
display fireworks these days – they certainly ain't
cheap, which means that this event could
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potentially cost the club quite a lot of money. We
are understandably anxious that we manage to
cover our costs and we therefore ask that if you
are planning on coming, can you please pay for
the evening (£7.50 per person, children free) in
advance, at the quiz night on 27th October. This
way, we will know exactly how much money we
have to spend on fireworks and we also know how
many people to cater for re the hotpot supper.
You never know, you may be able to persuade
Carol to make you a cup of tea on the night, but if
you want anything stronger, you’ll have to bring
your own.
Anybody interested in an update on my
conservatory – it’s now almost 12 months since it
was built and Bodge It and Legg It are still coming
back to sort out the mess they left us with - no
doubt because I have continued to withhold 25%
of the final cost of the job. They are currently
repointing all the brickwork (it looks like the
original bricky did the pointing with his middle
finger) and making another back door (they’ve
decided that the leaks are a result of a back door
which is too small). Will I ever pay them; yes I’ve
no doubt I will, but not until I get what I was
originally promised. When we placed the order,
the last thing the salesman told me as he was
leaving my house was that I’d be having my
Christmas lunch in my new conservatory – I just
assumed he meant last Christmas, ttcchh.

And finally ……….
Wanda's dishwasher quit working so she called a
repairman. Since she had to go to work the next
day, she told the repairman,
"I'll leave the key under the mat. Fix the
dishwasher, leave the bill on the counter, and I'll
mail you a check ."
"Oh, by the way don't worry about my dog Spike.
He won't bother you. But, whatever you do, do
NOT, under ANY circumstances, talk to my parrot!"
"I REPEAT; DO NOT TALK TO MY PARROT!!!"
When the repairman arrived at Wanda's apartment
the following day, he discovered the biggest,
meanest looking dog he has ever seen. But, just as
she had said, the dog just lay there on the carpet
watching the repairman go about his work.

Whats coming up:27th Oct – Quiz Night
7th Nov – Bonfire Night
24th Nov – Planning meeting for next year
5th December – Annual dinner

The parrot, however, drove him nuts the whole
time with his incessant yelling, cursing and name
calling. Finally the repairman couldn't contain
himself any longer and yelled,

27th Dec – Cold Turkey Run
"Shut the f**k up, you stupid, ugly bird!"

To which the parrot
replied, "Get him,
Spike!"
See - Men just don't
listen!

Kevin

Lancashire Lanes Run 2009 –
Whilst you were out…
Well, the sun shone, everyone had a good time, we
raised £1000 for St Catherine’s Hospice and I don’t
propose to re-tell a story here which everybody
knows. Instead, I want to extend appropriate thanks
to everyone who worked tirelessly to make the day
the success it was and say a bit about what went on
behind the scenes.
The main Run Committee comprised Rosie Doran,
Julie Lockwood, Roy & Sue Clapham, Ian Thomson
and myself, but behind the scenes, we drew in my
wife Elizabeth (on all things computer graphics and
advertising), Alan & Marianne Grindley who
contributed hugely to the ideas behind the awards
as well as donating countless rosettes, awards and
raffle prizes, and Graham Lockwood who probably
did more miles on the day than the run entrants to
make sure that the entrant photographs were
printed and ready for collection at the appointed
hour. In addition, Kevin Doran and Lynda Cohen
volunteered their services and joined the others in
gliding seamlessly from marshalling cars and selling
raffle tickets to helping with the photograph framing
before returning to marshalling and raffle duties as
the ‘runners’ returned.
The ever patient Andy Schultz, who was supposed to
be having the day off, arranged the walkie-talkies for
the marshals, agreed to get involved in the car
judging, participated as a run entrant and
volunteered to return to the Boat Yard after
everybody else had gone home – to pick up the
‘Preston & District banner’ which everyone else had
forgotten about. Even Joy Hunter, who was nursing
a bad back which prevented her from taking part in
the Great North Run, volunteered to get involved as
a road marshal before her back finally dictated
otherwise. And if you think that the volunteers had
it easy whilst you were out, you’d be wrong!

Steve Howard's amazing E-Bay purchase.
As soon as the last of the entrants had departed,
raffle tickets had to be folded up and prizes drawn,
and work had to commence on printing and framing
the photographs. Given the number of entrants and
raffle prizes, that was an awful lot of tickets and an
awful lot of printing. No sooner had the marshals
‘waved off’ the last of the cars on the run than they
started to help with sorting the raffle prizes and
when that was done, they joined the others in the
‘buffet room’ which had taken on the appearance of
a photographic production line as everyone got
involved in the printing, guillotining and framing of
photographs. All the while, ‘trippers’ started arriving
at the Boat Yard and the marshals had to revert to
their ‘primary’ role and apply their newly acquired
skills to a different group of motorists.
It is unclear just why so many ‘trippers’ descended
on the Boat Yard on that particular Sunday, but it
was probably a combination of a glorious sunny day,
a less that brilliant summer, the prospect of a free
classic car show and the good food provided by the
Boat Yard, but they arrived in their hordes and the
marshals had a ‘fraught’ time marshalling the car
park, keeping the traffic flowing, keeping the
trippers calm and making sure that we were ready
for the cars returning from the run. If I worked for
NCP, I’d be worried that there was a new breed of
kid on the block!
Setting aside sexism, the men proved that they could
‘multi-task’ every bit as well as the ladies. There is
insufficient room here to adequately record the
range of tasks which had to be achieved in the
weeks and months leading up to the run as well as
on the day itself, but those people named above
demonstrated that, not only were they prepared to
step up to the plate when called, they could also
acquit themselves exceptionally well in any and all of
the tasks they were called upon to deliver.

Lancashire Lanes Run 2009 – Whilst you were out… cont.
an MGF on E-Bay, and it was his ‘F’ which was
proudly displayed beside my car in front of the Boat
Yard on the day. The main P&D Committee decided
that, in recognition of their efforts, hard work and
generosity, Steve and Gemma should be awarded
honorary membership of P&DMGEC and it is with
great pleasure that we welcome them into our club.

One last team which deserves mention, praise and
thanks is the ‘crew’ of the Boat Yard. Steve &
Gemma Howard only took over as managers of the
Boat Yard a few weeks before they run, yet they
threw themselves whole-heartedly into supporting it
including generously donating the ‘star’ raffle prize
(a nights’ accommodation in one of their luxury
bungalows, a meal for two and a bottle of wine) and
discounting our costs to such an extent that their
generosity was fundamental in us achieving our
£1000 donation for St Catherine’s. Steve and
Gemma along with their staff certainly did us proud
and we owe them a huge debt of thanks.
What you may not know is that during the Lanes
Run Committee’s last pre-run meeting which was
held at the Boat Yard, Steve bid for – and bought –

To everyone named above who gave far more than
can be accurately reflected here, those who handed
out run flyers at the various events they attended
throughout the year, to all our sponsors and
contributors and to everyone who entered the run
and parted with their hard earned cash in support of
a very worthwhile charity, may I say a very big
THANK YOU!

Roger Schofield

Drivers acquitted of motoring charges will pay costs under a new Government scheme
Could you afford to fight an unfair ticket?
New regulations set to come into force later this month will see motorists forced to cough up court costs even if they're found not guilty or acquitted of motoring offences.
The Government-inspired change to the current set-up where drivers get costs refunded if they're innocent is
being implemented to save cash, in spite of fierce opposition from legal and motoring groups who were
nominally 'consulted' before the new policy was drawn up.
According to the Ministry of Justice, the age old principle of 'the loser pays' has been costing the Government
too much money. As a result the new rules make it clear that in future drivers will have to foot the bill for
clearing their name. According to The Taxpayers Alliance, that equates to 400,000 people, or one in four of
those who challenge a ticket.
Now the Conservative party has joined the last ditch effort to derail the changes, and campaigners are
looking for more signatories to a petition on the Number 10 website. We're off to go and sign the petition
ourselves, and you can find out more by reading the press release below, that was issued by the Association
of Motor Offence Lawyers today.

Editorial
From all reports. It seems that the annual run was a
huge success, and the September guest speaker
club night was very well attended. Janet and I
missed both due to our being on our late summer
sunshine and vitamin D topup in Greece. On
Lancashire Lanes Sunday, we did devise our own
Rhodes Roads Run, but as usual took a few wrong
turns and finished up on a beach on the East coast
rather than the one in the South that we’d been
aiming for.- no change there then.
Please note that annual subscription of £15 are due
by 27th October (quiz night) – you can pay on the
night or send cheque to Gordon Mallet at 28
Northwood Close, Burnley BB12 0JR.
Please also bring payment of £7.50 per person
(children free) if you’re planning to attend the
bonfire party at the Schulz Estate on 7th November
This is to cover costs of the entertainment and the
hotpot supper. You can also give direct to Andy
Schultz or send him a cheque made payable to him
and send to Stoney Lane House, Stoney Lane,
Lostock Hall PR12 0JR. Also if you have any old
wood for the bonfire, please bring it along or drop
it off beforehand.

'Don't worry,' Jack said. 'We'll be happy to sleep in
the barn, and if the weather breaks, we'll be gone
at first light.' The lady agreed, and the two men
found their way to the barn and settled in for the
night.

Finally, a moral tale .......
9 Months Later ...
Jack decided to go skiing with his buddy, Bob. So
they loaded up Jack's minivan and headed north.
After driving for a few hours, they got caught in a
terrible blizzard. They pulled into a nearby farm
and asked the attractive lady who answered the
door if they could spend the night.
I realise it's terrible weather out there and I have
this huge house all to myself, but I'm recently
widowed,' she explained. 'I'm afraid the neighbours
will talk if I let you stay in my house.'

'Well, um, yes,' Bob said, a little embarrassed about
being found out, 'I have to admit that I did.'

Come morning, the weather had cleared, and they
got on their way. They enjoyed a great weekend of
skiing.
But about nine months later, Jack got an
unexpected letter from an attorney. It took him a
few minutes to figure it out, but he finally
determined that it was from the attorney of that
attractive widow he had met on the ski weekend.
He dropped in on his friend Bob and asked, 'Bob,
do you remember that good-looking widow from
the farm we stayed at on our ski holiday up north
about 9 months ago?'
'Yes, I do.' said Bob
'Did you, er, happen to get up in the middle of the
night, go up to the house and pay her a visit?'

'And did you happen to give her my name instead
of telling her your name?'
Bob's face turned beet red and he said, 'Yeah, look,
I'm sorry, buddy, I'm afraid I did.' 'Why do you ask?'
'She just died and left me everything.'

Bill B

Calendar of Events for 2009
Date

Event

Location

Time

Organiser

Tues 27 Oct

Quiz Night

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night &
hotpot supper

Schultz Estate

18.00

Andy Schultz

Tues 24 Nov

2010 Planning Meeting

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner

Farington Lodge

19.30

Bill Ryding

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

Guys Court

10.00

Kevin Doran

Menu for Christmas Dinner & Awards
Saturday 5th December 2009
The Farington Lodge Hotel

Attached is our Christmas Dinner Menu at the Farington Lodge Hotel.
Please indicate in the box below (A,B,C,D etc) your menu choices and return to me at
your early convenience together with the payment in full - £25.00 per person
Many thanks

Bill Ryding
Starters
A
B
C
D
E

Tian of Scottish Salmon and Greenland Prawns, herb oil.
Chicken and Apricot Terrine with onion and Carraway Marmalade.
Fan of Canteloupe Melon, Winter Fruits, Mango Coulis.
Warm Spinach and Goats Cheese Tart.
Roasted Plum Tomato and Basil Soup.

Mains
F
G
H
I

Roast Salmon Fillet, White Wine and Watercress Sauce.
Traditional Turkey with all the Trimmings.
Braised Rump of Lamb, Redcurrant and Rosemary Sauce.
Roast Parsnip and Chestnut Wellington,Dijon Mustard. (v)

Sweets

J
K
L
M

Traditional Christmas Pudding.
Orange and Cinnamon Crème Brulee.
Milk Chocolate Cheesecake, Raspberry Coulis.
Local Cheeses, Biscuits, Celery, home made chutney.

Filter Coffee and Warm Mince Pies
Starter
Name

A B

C

Main
D E

F

G H

Sweet
I

J

K

L

M

Lancashire Lanes Run 2009 Analysis of Entrant Feedback Forms

Elizabeth Schofield

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Graham Lockwood

Appley Bridge (01257) 253723
graham@gandjlockwood.myzen.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club
night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

