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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
It looks like winter is here so I guess many of you might be looking at putting the
MG’s away for the winter and the number of club activities are starting to reduce.
Having said that since the last newsletter there’s been the October Club night
with guest speaker and bonfire night at the Schultz Estate.
On a few occasions, I have heard club members comment on how they were
disappointed that they had missed a club event, but then heard that they had not
read the Newsletter. We do our best to keep everyone updated and the
Newsletter is the best means we have to make sure that that can happen, as
everyone has the opportunity of reading the latest diary of club events,
announcements and reminders in my chat and articles written by the committee
or club members. There is also our website and Facebook page but the
Newsletter will generally be the most complete or up to date.
Events.
October 25th – Guest Speaker – Derek Mayor
Derek gave a talk broadly summarising his working life, starting as an apprentice
and working up to director with commercial vehicle companies and how he
became interested in classic cars, concours judging and starting up his own
business, restoring classic cars especially Austin Healey’s.
The talk also covered his involvement in the restoration of a historically
important Austin Healey which he then competed with in the Mille Miglia rally.
An excellent and interesting talk.
November 5th - Bonfire
The club was lucky enough again to be able to hold its annual bonfire party at
the Schultz estate on a clear, dry, but cool evening. With all the food warming
in the kitchen and the barn prepared ready for the supper the fire was lit at
7:00 pm as planned. After everyone had had chance to warm by the fire it was
time to move everyone back towards the barn, a safe distance from where the
impressive range of fireworks were to be set off.

With the display over it was time for the supper of hotpots with all the
trimmings, followed by parkin, cup-cakes, treacle toffee and tea or coffee. It
was then back to the warmth of the fire before tidying up.

All who attended seemed to have had a good night and I am sure they would want
to join me in saying a very big thank you to all of those who helped to make it the
great success it was, especially;
· For hosting the evening;
oAndy and Carole Schultz.
· For preparing and suppling the food;
· Hotpots;
oCarole Schultz, Janet Bradshaw, Chris Bamber, Ann Dennis & Karen
Sharples.
· Red Cabbage & Mushy Peas;
oRosie Doran, Dot Fowler & Olive Neal.
· Parkin, Treacle Toffee and Cupcakes etc;
oCarole Schultz, Carole’s sister and Helen Hart.
· For sourcing the fireworks;
oAndy Wood.
Announcements / reminders
·
·
·
·
·

Nov 29th
Club Night – Annual Quiz
rd
Dec 3
Annual Club Dinner & Presentation Night.
th
Dec 28
Cold Turkey Run
st
Jan 31
AGM
rd
th
Jun 23 to 26 Annual Long Weekend Trip (NTBHWE)

Last chance for the annual dinner on the 3 rd December, if you would like to join
us please contact Mick Bamber or myself by the 25th November as final numbers
need to be confirmed.
If anyone would like to volunteer to stand on next year’s committee could you
please let me know by the 10th December.

If you’ve not already contacted Mick Bamber about your interest in the NTBHWE
please do so as soon as possible so that hotel room numbers can be confirmed.
If anyone has any MG or club related photographs that they would be willing to
share or make available for newsletters or club slide shows, please let me know.
Membership.
If you’ve not already renewed, please contact Gordon Mallett.
Well that’s all for now and hopefully I will see many of you at the Quiz Night then
the Annual Dinner.

Tony
PS. If you are wanting to build a rocker box racer and can’t find a suitable Rocker
Box try Andy Schultz, he has a selection.

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
Well – it’s nearly 15 years since I joined the Preston & District MGEC,
having bought on a whim a non runner Brooklands Green rubber
bumper B roadster in 1981. I’d heard the car was for sale in Chorley,
and having always wanted an MG, thought it would be a great little
project for me in my spare time. I knew nobody in the MG world, but
did notice an MG garage situated on Moor Lane in Preston.
The roadster had been bought previously (around 1995) by a Mr Stan
Hart, who was in the transport business, and it he had bought it for he
& his son to enjoy. But Stan and his son got into power boat racing,
and the B took a back seat in the proceedings. It wouldn’t start one
day – Stan suspected the carbs were the problem, so he took them off
to sort out, and that was it. They were dumped in the passenger
footwell and the car sat in his garage for 4 years until I bought it.
Now, I didn’t really know the bad issues on a B roadster, but I had a
reasonably good idea what to look at when buying 2nd hand. The body
panels were all pretty good, and I noticed the car had been Ziebarted
when first sold. It was therefore in quite good shape underneath, so all
in all the bodywork was acceptable to me.
Stan Hart seemed the respectable type and I took him at his word that
the engine had been running fine until the day some 4 years previous
it wouldn’t start. Bits were missing in the engine bay, no fan belt,
carbs off, exhaust now rusted through, brakes condition unknown,
engine bay floor cover absent, dizzy top off. The car looked sad, with
rusty Rostyles, and the tyres were all completely deflated.
I bought it quite cheaply, and had it on a low loader the next day
delivered to my house by a friend.
I was OK mechanically with cars of that age, having worked in lube
bays and garages in the past part-time, so de-coking, grinding valves,
brakes etc. and other mechanicals were not new to me – so I was
looking forward to getting stuck in! Don’t know to this day why I
eventually chose a career in the financial sector!
Tony Bolton, proprietor of the MG garage in Moor Lane, was most
helpful to me in getting parts. His garage and office area was in chaos,
with bits everywhere, and I did have some doubts at first about going
there, but he came up trumps – all the parts arrived, and he gave me
some very good advice. I know he’s had all sorts of trouble since.
I got the car running 6 weeks after purchase, had the carbs properly
set at Bert Holden’s place in Preston, MOT’d without difficulty, and
was out in the road in no time.

Tony Bolton had told me about the MG club, so I went along to Fox
Lane one evening, with Don Dixon, and that was it.
On the tops – Lancashire Lanes Run 2003

Dare I mention it, but I owned a bright red Mark 3 Spitfire back in the
late 60s. There was no doubt in my mind that the MGs were better
quality, but I didn’t fancy a Midget, and the cost of a B was more than I
could afford then.
So – I had the green roadster for 10 years, but along the way I started
hankering after a V8, having seen now some of the cars that Andy had
transformed, and one or two in the club, notably Geoff Reid’s noisy
blue V8 roadster. I had a difficult job persuading my other half that the
V8 was the best thing since sliced bread. ‘But there’s nothing wrong
the green MG. We don’t need a V8’. It all came to a head on the
NTBHWE trip to the Mallyon Spout in Yorkshire, when I agreed that
Ann could go on a far east cruise with a friend if I could buy a V8.
I was the proud owner of an RV8 two weeks later! YES!
And since its purchase, I’ve been all over Europe in it, Monaco,
Angouleme, Stelvio, Lake Como, Switzerland and several more
countries. And Ann likes it! YES!
‘Now Ann, how about we buy one of the more modern MGs as well?
They’re cheap enough.’ The word ‘Divorce’ was mentioned a few times
in the ensuing conversation, but once the word ‘Jewellery’ came into
the conversation, everything calmed down.
I might have to twist her arm again!

My Rocker Box racer is progressing. I’ve got the chassis on, and the
axles fitted. Just a case of finding the right wheels, and then its time for
paint. For those looking to build one, go to You Tube / Google, and
rather than typing ‘Rocker Box racing’, type in ‘Valve Cover racing’,
where there are many video clips on the subject.
And as Tony has said – Andy has a few rocker boxes lying round his
workshop, waiting for a buyer.
And a topical something for you………..

Hope to see you at the annual Dinner & Awards Night on the 3rd
December at Ashton & Lea Golf Club.

GODFREY

Thank You
As our fleet no longer contains an MG it is time to say thank you to the
Preston and District MGEC as our membership draws to a close at the end of
2016.
Our first MG, Rosie an MGF, was bought in 2003, not long after Carol and I
got together. After a few months we joined Preston & District MGEC to do the
Lancashire Lanes run. Rosie lasted until spring this year when the head
gasket went and having spent money on her over the years, we reluctantly let
her go. Fortunately, club member, George, who has been restoring her,
bought her and we were delighted to see her on the road again at Pateley
Bridge this year. Rosie was special to us and was the car in which I drove
Carol to our wedding in 2006. There was still confetti in the glove box when
sold!

Just back from honeymoon, we bought Molly, a 1973 MGB GT V8 and with
the help of Andy gradually improved her and kept her running for 8 years
covering over 20,000 miles in that time. Molly went on a 650 mile round trip to
Scotland and was used regularly on my walking and archaeology trips in the
Dales. The purchase of a MINI Cooper in 2014 took our fleet to five so it was
time to move Molly on.

The club events we took part in and some we organized here in the Dales,
were great fun not just for the driving and activities but also for the great
company of the many people we met through the club. It would be
inappropriate to mention specific people, suffice to say that all those we met
and some we had closer contact with, will be long remembered. Hopefully as
this year, we may catch up with P&D MGEC members at odd events.

So, a sincere thank you to all the members who know us and our best wishes
to all for the future and for the future of P&D MGEC.
Bob & Carol Moore

ONE CAREFUL OWNER ? MG`s

Maybe left a little too long with the roof down. Probably just need a once over
With T Cut and a lawn mower

ADVANCE WARNING!!!
2016 Christmas Quiz – 29 November
Back by popular demand, and for one night only. (Although when I say “popular
demand”, it would probably be more accurate to say that someone asked us if we
were organising the annual quiz again this year. I guess they won’t be asking that
again!)
Yes folks….IT’S BACK!
For the benefit of those who didn’t come, there was music, and silly party hats and
people making idiots of themselves – so that takes care of the organisers! We had
teams with a maximum of 4/5 people in them – no ‘super teams’ allowed, and the
competition was fierce. In addition to the quiz questions, we had a surprisingly
difficult round where you had to guess the flavour of the crisps. I’ve
already been asked if I’ve chosen the crisps for 2016 – and I’m saying nothing!
Work is currently underway preparing the various elements of the 2016 quiz, and
we’re trying to make sure that it’s not too difficult and that there’s something for
everyone. And let me reassure you, there won’t be any tricky football questions such
as “Since 1966, can you name one occasion when English football has done
something to make us proud?”
So there you have it. There’s one more Club Night before the quiz (guest speaker
Derek Mayer talking about the Mille Miglia) and Bonfire Night at Andy & Carole’s and
then it’s time to put your thinking caps on.
Hopefully, it will be as much fun as last year. If it isn’t, we won’t be asked to do it
again!
For those of you who didn’t come to the 2015 quiz, why not give it a try? For those
of you who did come, are you brave enough to come again?

TIPS FOR THE CLASSIC CAR OWNER

New uses for existing household appliances, (provided no-one finds out)

Having trouble starting the old MG, two new products from wynn`s you could try

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Autotest - Schultz Palace

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Evening Club Run tesco buckshaw village

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night - Evening run

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting (cancelled)
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch (concorde tour)
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
28th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul
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Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q
7.30 depart 8.00

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter

Editor: Paul Heyes 07930313459
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Webmaster

Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.co
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

