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Barry Wilson setting off in his TD on the Lancashire Lanes Run, without a navigator. Brave man!

Some of the gathering at the Schultz Palace for Bonfire Night - 1st November
------------------------------FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Club Night Tuesday 25th November - Natter/Noggin, to include Event Planning 2015
Saturday 6th December - Annual Dinner & Awards Night - Ashton & Lea Golf Club Arrival 7.00pm with meal served at 7.30pm
Sunday 28th December - Cold Turkey Run, starting from The Plough, Runshaw Lane,
Euxton, Chorley PR7 6HB - meet at 10.30am (if your MG is hibernating for the winter,
bring the other car)
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SECRETARY‟S SCRIBBLES

As you will know, Bill Ryding, our club Chairman, has been in hospital again due to persistent problems with his leg. However, I‟m delighted to inform you that he came home
yesterday, the 15th, and is in very good spirits. We wish him well in his recuperation, and
hope to see him around before too long.

well - it was Saturday the 15th November, and I‟m walking through Chorley town centre.
As I reach the market area, the Slade Christmas song is belting out from loudspeakers,
and there are Christmas trees on display in several shop windows. It wouldn‟t surprise me
if next year the same thing takes place in October. Incidentally, I understand that Noddy
Holder, the singer of that song titled „Merry Christmas Everybody‟ refers to the song as
his Pension Scheme, as he will never have to work again due to the regular royalties he
receives each year. Its OK for some!
We are now into that quiet time of the year where we contemplate what work needs doing
to our MGs over the winter period. I keep my car taxed all year round, as there are some
good days in the late Autumn for having a run out - with the roof down of course. But I
have some jobs to do, and I should now be getting on with them. After all, I do now have a
nice new garage to work in.
So - for those who went - what did you think of Bonfire Night at the Schultz Palace? The
weather was perfect for the time of the year, there was a good turnout, a great bonfire, a
superb fireworks display (thanks to Andy Wood for the fireworks) and a superb hotpot
supper to follow. Thanks to Andy & Carole for all their hard work in setting up for the
evening, and also to all the helpers who made the night such a success. Its quite amazing
how old MG bits burn on a bonfire, and I don‟t think some of those tyres that were
chucked on were fully deflated!
Olive having a crafty fag

Gordon warming his rear end
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Traditionally there is no newsletter in December, and therefore I will mention the club‟s
AGM now. It will be held at the Railway on Tuesday the 27th January 2015, commencing at
8.30pm. Anybody interested in joining the committee for 2015 should nominate themselves to me, by phone, by e-mail or in person, to let me know of their intentions as soon
as they can. The club committee meetings are very informal affairs which last no more
than an hour and a half, and are very enjoyable. My role for the last 3 years as Secretary
has included the job of newsletter editor as well. I have found doing both quite onerous
and so the two positions will be split from now on. As a result I am quite happy to carry on
as Secretary unless there is another nomination.
You will see the 2015 Agenda for the AGM on the next page.
It looks like we could have around 40 members (including partners/wives) attending the
club‟s Annual Dinner & Awards Night at Ashton & Lea Golf Club on Saturday 6th December. It is quite an early start, with the meal being served at 7.30pm, so see you there
around 7pm. I‟m sure we‟re all looking forward to Ray Cohen‟s speech on how to prepare
your car for SYCO night!
Hallo Ray!

Alyssa will be singing for her supper, and there will be the usual collage of club photographs taken during 2014 to watch during the meal. If you can‟t finish your turkey, Gordon
will be on hand to see it off.
Talking of Gordon, he has asked me to remind those members who have not settled their
2015 subs, to do so when they can. A cheque for £15 payable to Preston & District MGEC
will suffice and can be sent to to Gordon at his home address as follows:
Gordon Mallett
28 Northwood Close
Burnley
BB12 0JR

His telephone No. is 01282 429658

Please confirm your e-mail address, and any change of car details, telephone No. etc.
Alternatively, hand your details to any club committee member, if its easier.
And finally - I‟ve prepared a draft Events Calendar for next year, and it is in the newsletter
3 or 4 pages on. If you can think of any worthwhile additions or you think something
should be deleted, please let me know, or raise it at the November club meeting. The club
committee is always trying to think of new events, and it can be difficult to have fixtures
that will suit everybody.

GODFREY
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Agenda for the Annual General Meeting to be held at the Railway at Leyland, on Tuesday the 27th January
2015, commencing 8.30pm

Opening remarks by the Chairman
Reading of Minutes of 2014 AGM by Secretary
Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal & second that these be accepted.

Matters arising
Financial Report by Treasurer
Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal & second that these be accepted.

Matters arising
Election of Committee Members
The list below shows the 2014 committee. Any other nominations can be accepted at this meeting, followed by
election if numbers exceed those specified in club constitution.

2014 Officers
Chairman – Bill Ryding (nominated for 2014)
Secretary – Godfrey Dennis (nominated for 2014)
Treasurer – Mick Bamber (nominated for 2014)

Election of General Committee
Kevin Doran-Vice Chairman (nominated for 2014)
Gordon Mallett – Membership Secretary (nominated for 2014)
Michael Hart – webmaster (nominated for 2014)
Paul Heyes (nominated for 2014)
Newsletter Editor (Eric Tomlinson nominated for 2015)

Any other nominations.
2015 Events programme
Membership Renewal Fees
The committee would like to suggest that the membership fee should remain at £15 per year, renewable in October.
Note: Our club fees are based on a family membership, which could include husband & wife,
boyfriend and girlfriend or partners.

2015 ‘Lancashire Lanes Run’ - nominations for committee. (Tony Sharples nominated as Chairman for
2014)

Any Other Business
To ALL club members – it is your club and the AGM is a special chance to have your say.
PLEASE support your committee and club by attending and getting involved.
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MEMBERS’ MUMBLINGS
Well, I have to admit that it has been a while since I contributed to the newsletter, Once of a day, I brought
you the “Secretary’s Scribbles”, then it was the “Chairman’s Chat” and now having spent far too long talking to the windscreen of a truck, I bring you “Members‟ Mumblings”
Cast your minds back to the 1970’s and you may remember the card game called Top Trumps. It involved
shuffling a pack of cards, each of which had a car, plane or other such items, dealing them out to the participants who then had to try to win all the cards. My favourite was the sports cars version which was great
if you had the Italian Ferrari 365 GT BBI with its V12 or top speed of 300km per hour or even its purchase
price of £17,000.00, (Yes you heard me, just £17,000.00 for a Ferrari) or the American Pontiac Firebird
with its 7443cc engine capacity. Not so good it you had the British Triumph Spitfire or the MGB with a miserable 4 cylinders, 1500cc or a mighty 1800cc engine capacity and a top speed only just higher than walking pace. I mention this because not long ago at the Canberra Club 2nd Classic Car Show at BAE Systems in Salmesbury, the mighty Triumph Stag “Top Trumped” not just one MG but nine of them, yes nine
MG’s were beaten into first place by a Triumph Stag……… on an MG Stand!
On the 28th September this year, the Canberra Club hosted its 2nd Annual Classic Car Show. The Canberra Club is based at the Social Club in BAE Systems site, Salmesbury. A great venue if you’ve never been
and has played host to some fantastic events including a night when four blokes and a lass introduced to
the MG World a 1000 miles per hour sports car. Memories, memories! Anyway, I digress, “Dizzy” had
been washed, deck chairs and a flask of coffee packed, Poppy clipped into the back of the car and Julie
strapped in to the front. The plan was to arrive at 11am, in plenty of time for the BBQ and to catch up with
other club members. However, as is the norm these days we were running late and on arrival had to introduce ourselves to a Marshall who kindly removed a road work cone and let us onto the well-manicured
football pitch. Looking across the field I could see Tony Sharples using semaphore signals which I think, if
my recollection from my time in the Boy Scouts meant “we’re over here!” Now driving across the beautifully flat football pitch, with its large uninterrupted space was a tempting location for doing several donuts,
especially around the centre circle, however, one stern look from Julie told me that it wasn’t such a good
idea. (I’m still at a loss as to how Julie was able to work out what I was thinking!) So, with the help of Tony,
holding up the boundary tape I parked “Dizzy” next to his Fiat powered MGB and the rather unlucky Blue
MGB belonging to Paul Heyes. (Why do I refer to Paul Heyes MGB being unlucky? All will become apparent in a couple of minutes.)

5

After several minutes the car had been unpacked, our hello’s said and it was off to the BBQ to purchase a
rather large Beef Burger with lashings of onions. This also gave Julie and me the opportunity to purchase
the obligatory raffle tickets. After a walk around the show looking at all the different makes ranging from
Jaguar’s, Ford’s, Subaru’s, Triumph’s and other MG’s Julie and me returned to the club stand, sat down
with a nice cup of coffee and generally just chewed the fat with the other club members.
After a while, a voice was heard over the PA system that the raffle was about to be drawn so would you all
please dig deep in your pockets for your raffle tickets or see one of the marshals if you still have not indulged. In the meantime the host announced that he was going to give out awards for the best car on each
of the stands as a way of saying thank you to the clubs for taking the time to join the show. A rather tasty
looking British Racing Green E-Type won the prize on the Jaguar stand, A Metallic Blue Subaru Impreza
WRC won the prize on the Subaru stand which caused a little confusion cause they were all the same metallic blue WRC Impreza’s, Then it was the turn of the Preston & District MG Stand, “And the winner is the
Blue MGB registration Number XAK 244T.” This was met by a large cheer and then silence as we all just
realised that Paul Heyes had just left the show. How unlucky was that, first prize being £1000.00! (Only
kidding Paul, it was a bottle of wine.) We explained to the organisers that the winning car had in fact just
left, so a Marshall was dispatched to the club stand to choose another winner. In the meantime, they
would carry on with the awards. At this point I sneakily left the large group of people and quietly headed
back to our club stand, and started wandering around whispering loud enough to be heard “Pick the white
one, pick the white one” After a few minutes the Marshall looked at me as if I’d suddenly grown two heads
before going back to the announcer. I, in the meantime slipped back to join our group in time to hear one
of my raffle numbers being called. Great, I thought, that’s Julie’s Christmas Present sorted only to find that
the remaining prizes consisted of either 5 litres of Castrol Engine Oil, a tee shirt promoting BAE Systems
or a bottle of Ginger Wine. (No surprises for guessing which item I chose and I still have to sort out Julie’s
Christmas Present.)
Eventually, all the raffle prizes had been claimed and the announcer returned to the outstanding matter of
“Best Car on the Preston & District Stand”, we all waited with baited breath and at this point I suddenly realised my fatal mistake because there, in front of me was Olive. Yep, Olive, the owner of a rather sweet
looking WHITE MG Midget. “And the winner is the Triumph Stag, registration number BWP 829M”. A Triumph Stag “Top Trumped” all nine MG’s on an MG stand. How did that happen? In all honesty, I have to
say that it was probably the right choice. It is a beautiful car and a credit to Colin & Denise Wildig. As we
were leaving, I thanked the Marshalls for a wonderful day out and teased them for picking the Triumph
Stag as best car on our stand. The Marshall then confessed to wanting to pick the Triumph Stag in the first
place, but had thought better of it as it was an MG Club stand. He couldn’t believe it when his colleague
returned after re choosing the “Best Car” and chose it anyway. It was obviously destined to win.
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ALL in all, we had a great day out at the Canberra Club and seeing the Stag did bring back memories of
when I used to work in that small village south of Watford called London. I used to walk past a Classic Car
show room on my way to the tube station every day. There were always 8 or 9 brightly coloured Triumph
Stags on the forecourt amongst the Austin Healeys, Jaguar E Types and MG’s, but it was the Triumph
Stags that captured my imagination. “One day” I’d often dream, “I’ll have my own classic V8.”

So the event was a howling success, the weather could not have been kinder as the sun beamed down
on us all day. The food was great, and the company never better. To finish the first “Members Mumblings”
I must congratulate Colin & Denise on winning the best car on the stand award. Well done Guys.

Graham Lockwood
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
DRAFT Calendar of Club Events 2015
Jan

27th

AGM

Feb

24th

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8pm start

Mar

22nd
24th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night - at Leyland Commercial Museum

Apr

12th

Run & Lunch

26th

Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt

28th

Club Night

May

3rd
26th

Classic Car Shows at Arley Hall or Ripon Spring Classic
Club Night - Evening Run

Jun

5/8th

NTBHWE - Wales

7th
21st

(Alternative) - Cleveleys Car Show
29th Lancs. Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower

23rd

Autotest - Schultz Palace

28th

Classic Car Show - Townley Park, Burnley

4th

Lostock Hall Carnival

5th

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

12th

Club Run & Lunch

19th

Fleetwood Tram Day

28th

Club Night - SYCO

2nd

Northern National, Pateley Bridge

16th

Sunday Run & Lunch

23rd

Lancashire Lanes Run

25th

Club Night - Evening Run

5th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting

13th

Fairhaven Classic Car Show - Lunch at Chadwick

29th

Club Night - Annual Quiz

11th

Sunday Run & Lunch

28th

Club Night

7th

Bonfire, hotpot & fireworks at the Schultz Estate

24th

Club Night - Natter/Noggin + Diary Planning

5th

Annual Dinner & Awards

27th

Cold Turkey Run

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 25 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 23 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 25 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 6 Apr

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Mitton Hall, BB7 9PQ

Sun 27 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

10.00

Stydd Gardens, Ribchester
PR3 3YN

Tue 29 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 4 May

Lakeland Car Museum, Newby Br.

10.00

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 May

Club Night—evening run

19.00

Botany Bay Mill, Chorley

6/9th Jun

NTBHWE—Wales

09.30

Dirty Mary’s, Bamber Bridge

Sun 22 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 24 Jun

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 29 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

10.00

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sat 5 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

10.30

Gas Works Road, Lostock Hall

Sun 6 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Phantom Winger

Sun 13 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Shackletons Gdn Centre

Sun 20 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot car park, Preston

Tue 29 Jul

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 Aug

Northern National—Pateley Bridge

09.30

TBA

Sun 17 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Mon 25 Aug

Woodsmoor Classic Show Stockport 09.30

B&Q - Bamber Bridge

Tue 26 Aug

Club Night - Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway, Leyland

Sun 31 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Barton Grange Gdn Ctr. A6

Sat 6 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sun 7 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch 10.30

Ribble Pilot car park

Sun 28 Sept

Canberra Club Annual Classic Show 11.00

At BAE premises, Samlesbury

Tue 30 Sep

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 28 Oct

Club Night-Murder Mystery

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 25 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Ashton & Lea Golf Club

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

The Plough, Runshaw Lane
Euxton PR7 6HB
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william.wryding@virginmedia.com

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 640841
grfdennis@gmail.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
Kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Paul Heyes

Tel: 01257 472262
Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Highbank, 9 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston PR4 5ZJ
Tel: 01772 640841
Mobile: 07780 682592
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com
10

