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Chairman and TA - to remind you what summer looks like

Chairman’s Chat
Halloween and Bonfire night are now behind
us and the clocks have gone back by one hour
– so it’s that time of the year when we adopt
warmer clothes and central heating mode.
Also the Beaujolais Nouveau est arrivee - no
doubt a large proportion of it stored within
our worthy treasurer Monsieur Bamber for
safe keeping and also arrived is the “K1”
which must be cockney rhyming slang for
Bloodhound SSC safely delivered by our
Graham and Julie to Coutts Bank in the Strand
London for all to behold and wonder at.
For those of you who saw the “you tube”
report, what a slick and well rehearsed
delivery operation this was, if you want to see
it just google you tube Bloodhound and have
a click about – if I located it anybody can! and
it is well worth seeing.

All of us at some event during the past must
have taken a photo or two and had thoughts
about how we enjoyed it or otherwise so we
need these photos and your comments no
matter how brief or lengthy. PLEASE have a
dig through your favourite MG related picture
records of cars/ people/scenes etc. add a
comment and send them to me – all will be
included on the proposed web page.
BONFIRE NIGHT AT ANDY’S
A superb do!
After enjoying a good old muddy blaze (rain
free) we all were well entertained by a
spectacular firework display:-

- this is the best photo that I managed to get
on the night*
---and so does our website--To conclude the Clubs 30th anniversary year
the Committee thought it might be
appropriate to produce a one off “glossy
magazine” containing pictures together with
comments of the various events we held
during the past twelve months as a keepsake
for members. However the production of such
a document, albeit an attractive approach,
would bear excessive costs and therefore an
alternative and yet better idea is now on the
table and this is where “YOU” come in.
As you are all aware we have an excellent Club
website therefore why not put the “glossy
magazine” idea onto the website? Here it
would be available for all members to see, it
would be preserved as archive for future
members to see and also it would be open to
the much wider audience, the general public.
So this is the big test.

- thanks to Guy Schultz and Phillip for their
well organised incendiary expertise.
If this was not enough we then all tucked into
a variety of hot pots- pickles- parkin and
pastries, a wholesome spread that everyone
enjoyed.
COMING EVENTS:Club night Tuesday 30th November
Welcome Tavern. 8.00pm start
Once again we have a Guest Speaker in the
shape of Malcolm Tranter who entertained us
so well earlier in the year with his recollections
of Leyland Motors and tonight we will
experience the rise and fall of Preston Docks,
which is local to many of us and no doubt will
be of great interest to all. So – come along
and enjoy it.

Chairman’s Chat cont...
Annual Dinner and Award Presentations
Saturday 4th December Farington Lodge Hotel
I am still awaiting response from several of
you regarding menu requests for the evening
so PLEASE refer to last months newsletter and
forward your choices to me or Mick B, ASAP
so that final arrangements can be given to the
Hotel and our seating arrangements
organised.
Also, will those of you who have Awards
Trophies from last year please return them to
any Committee member so that your
successors can have their names engraved
thereon prior to the Awards presentation.
Cold Turkey Run
Monday 27th December
The annual “bravery” test is upon us. So get
off the dust covers and experience Alan’s Cold
Turkey Run.
We will meet at The Plough Inn, Runshaw
Lane, Euxton PR7 6HB (better known as
Gerrys) at 10.00-10.30am where we can get
tea/coffee or a stirrup cup of your choice.
Thence Alan has organised a shortish run
returning us to the Plough for a late lunch.
A festive event not to be missed.

AND FINALLY:Following the conclusion of this year's F1 last
weekend at Abu Dhabi, an old one, rehashed
and worthy of another airingThis announcement followed Ferrari’s decision
to fire their entire pit crew yesterday and take
advantage of the UK Government’s “Work for
your dole scheme” and employ some
Liverpudlian youngsters.
The decision to hire them was brought about
by a recent documentary on how unemployed
youths from Toxteth were able to remove a set
of wheels in less than 6 seconds without
proper equipment, whereas Ferrari’s existing
crew could only do it in 8 seconds with
millions of pounds worth of high tech gear.
It was thought to be an excellent, bold move
by the Ferrari Management Team as most
races are won and lost during pit stops,
thereby giving Ferrari an advantage over every
other team.
However, Ferrari got more than they
bargained for! At the crew’s first practice
session, not only was the scouse pit crew able
to change all four wheels in under 6 seconds
but, within 12 seconds, they had re-sprayed,
re-badged and sold the car to the Mclaren
Team for eight cases of Stella, a bag of weed
and some photos of Jason Button’s bird in the
shower!
AND FINALLY-FINALLY
See * above:I cannot tell a lie!
The photo that I did get on the night was
from the the“internet” and not Andy’s
display.

Bill

Secretary's Scribbles
First of all I should start by apologising for not
managing to get Secretary's Scribble out last
month – in my defence I should point out that
I had computer problems which resulted in
me not having anything to produce my
meanderings on for over a week which just
happened to coincide with Bill's deadline for
the newsletter. Even a man of Bill's proficiency
can only hold the front page for so long.
So, what to begin with this month. Well I
could start with a rant about traffic wardens,
on account of the fact that I overstayed my
permitted time limit earlier today by 20
minutes (my fault I know), which resulted in
me receiving a £50.00 fine – reduced to
£25.00 if paid within 14 days. In my defence,
I had every intention of nipping out of the
office to extend my parking time, but found
myself so involved in what I was concentrating
on at work that by the time I remembered, I
was 20 minutes late. A mad run across to the
car park turned out to be completely in vain.
There slapped on my windscreen was a
parking ticket – Great!!! £25.00 for a
genuine, honest mistake - just don't get me
started. Traffic wardens to me are what wind
turbines are to Bill Ryding. It's all very well for
people to say chill out, you'll only die an early
death getting stressed, it's not them that have
to pay the fine Grrrrr!!
Still, I don't think that my day was half as bad
as that of Andrew Nesbitt in Scotland (I heard
this on the radio today as I was driving home),
earlier this year, he drove his car along a frozen
canal in West Lothain and it went through the
ice. It was the Union Canal, in January, the
police described the incident as mad, his own
lawyer said it was stupid, he is being sued for
£16,000 by British Waterways for the recovery
of the vehicle, and he is also likely to receive a
bill of £5,000 from West Lothian Fire and
Rescue. All of a sudden it doesn't make my
£25.00 fine seem all that bad. Nevertheless, I
still can’t drive past a traffic warden without
shaking my head and tutting at them.
Now then, this probably won’t come as a
surprise to anyone, the AA have revealed
record insurance premium rises for the period
Sept 09 to Sept 10. Those drivers under 22
have been hit the worst, with rises of up to
51%. The average insurance cost for 17 – 22
yrs olds is now a massive £1956 per year.

Those in the lowest risk age bracket 60- 69
pay on average £390 per year. (Sam Cohen –
you might want to ask if there's any chance of
a bit of overtime).
Well, my car is now safely tucked up under a
dust sheet, battery on trickle charge and yes,
the mouse traps have been set. It's unlikely to
be back on the road before the beginning of
April. So my garage presently looks very Don
Dixonesque with a car unlikely to be moving
for several months.
I was contacted recently by a chap who is
selling a Midget. He asked if I knew anyone
who might be interested in buying it – not the
best time of the year to try and sell a sports
car, I know, but if you’re stuck for an idea for
a present, with Christmas fast approaching,
you may want to consider it. The details are
as follows:- 1978 Midget, White, 74,000 miles,
immaculate bodywork, MOT to April £1700.00
The car is in Euxton and more details are
available from Mr Horrocks tel 01257 231980.
What's coming up:Nov 30th – Malcolm Tranter giving a talk on
the history of Preston Docks. These guest
speaker evenings are always well attended,
suggest you arrive early if you want to get a
good seat.
Dec 4th Annual Dinner – this is almost upon
us, if you haven't already done so, please
confirm your attendance as a matter of the
utmost urgency with Bill Ryding or Mick
Bamber.
Dec 27th Cold Turkey Run
And finally.....
A man in London walked into the produce
section of his local Tesco's supermarket, and
asked to buy half a head of lettuce. The boy
working in the salads section explained to him
that they only sold whole heads of lettuce.
But the man was insistent that the boy ask his
manager about the matter.
Walking into the back room, the boy said to the
manager, "some old bastard wants to buy half a
head of lettuce." As he finished his sentence, he
turned to find the man standing right behind
him, so he quickly added, "and this gentleman
kindly offered to buy the other half.'"

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
The manager approved the deal, and the man
went on his way.
Later the manager said to the boy, "I was
impressed with the way you got yourself out
of that situation earlier. We like people who
think on their feet here. Where are you from
son?"
"New Zealand , Sir", the boy replied.
"Well, why did you leave New Zealand?" the

manager asked.
The boy said, "Sir, there's nothing but whores
and rugby players there."
"Is that right?" replied the manager. "My wife
is from New Zealand!"
"Really?" replied the boy. "Who did she play
for?"

Kevin

Lancashire Towns & Villages
Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key with some
letters solved. Completing the first word or phrase will give solutions to more letters. Enter
them in the key and main grid and cross off the letters on the alphabet list as you complete
them. All the words are towns and villages in Lancashire (except one). WHICH ONE?

Send solution to Janet Bradshaw, 8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ.
Prize winner will be drawn at the annual dinner.

Editorial
With apologies to Thomas Hood
No sun - no moon!
No morn - no noon No dawn - no dusk - no proper time of day.
No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful
ease,
No comfortable feel in any member No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds! No MG runs,
November!
Never mind, we have the guest speaker on the
30th, the club annual dinner at the Farington
Hotel on the 4th December, and the Cold
Turkey Run on the 27th December to look
forward to.

For Sale
Pair of MGB early folding seats, leather faced
in black with white piping, very good
condition only slight mark on piping. £150
MGB full Tonnau cover in vynil colour red
perfect condition no headrest type. £40
Pair of front grille muffs for MGB to block off
the grille in winter. £10
Contact Andy Schultz 01772627120.
If you’re thinking of going to Canada, please
read notice carefully.

Kevin Doran has expressed a desire to stand
down as secretary next year, so we need a
volunteer to take over this essential post. I’ll
volunteer for the secretarial role (again) if we
can find someone to take over the editorship
and publication of the newsletter. The
remaining committee members are prepared
to serve another term, so no need to avoid
attendance at the AGM (25th January) in fear
of getting your arm twisted..

Bill B
PS – if you’re attending the annual dinner, the
chairman needs to have your menu choices
chop chop if you haven’t already done so. See
insert in this newsletter.

Calendar of Events for 2010
Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 30 Nov

Guest Speaker - History of Preston Docks

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 4 Dec

Annual Dinner

19.30

Farington Lodge

Mon 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

Plough Inn, Euxton
Runshaw Lane PR7 6HB

Tue 25 Jan

AGM

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Other events may be added or details changed during the year.

Menu for Christmas Dinner &
Awards Presentation
Saturday 4th December 2010
The Farington Lodge Hotel

Below is our Christmas Dinner Menu at the Farington Lodge Hotel.
Please indicate in the box below (A,B,C,D etc) your menu choices and return to either
treasurer Mick or myself at your early convenience together with the payment in full £27.50 per person.

Starters
A
B
C

Roast Parsnip and Thyme Soup finished with honey and cream.
Cantaloupe Melon, seasonal fruits, rosewater and pomegranate syrup.
Chicken Liver Pate, toasted brioche, plum chutney.

Mains
D

Traditional Roast Breast of Turkey, cranberry stuffing, chipolata and
bacon, sage turkey gravy.
E
Roast Fillet of Salmon, white wine and chive butter sauce.
F
Butternut Squash, goats cheese and red onions in a filo pastry case,
roast red pepper dressing. (v)
All main courses are served with roast potatoes and seasonal vegetables

Sweets

G
H
I

Traditional Christmas Pudding, brandy sauce.
Lemon and Lime Cheesecake with winter berries.
Chocolate Tart, caramelised orange.

Coffee and Mince Pies
Please make cheques payable to Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club, or an
acceptable abbreviation thereof and forward to:1
2
3

Mick Bamber, 23 Green Drive, Lostock Hall, Preston PR5 5UY
Bill Ryding, 5 Dovecote, Clayton le Woods,Chorley PR6 7AY
Any Committee Member

Bill (enjoying the sunshine)
Starter
Name

A

B

Main
C

D

E

Sweet
F

G

H

I

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Honorary President

Jeff Reid

www.prestonmg.co.uk

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com
Mobile 07730435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Leyland (01772) 424797
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Ray Cohen

Bury (0161) 767 9499
Mobile 07890107531
cohenraymond@tiscali co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz
Cuerden Classics
(club technical consultant)

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

Darren Jones

Autopia Service Centre

Darwen (01254) 433393
www.autopiaservicecentres.co.uk

