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Lancs Lanes organisers at work

Chairman's Chat
So, I’m back and I have to say thanks to Bill
Bradshaw for the reminder. I have got so
engrossed in the Bloodhound Project and the
expansion of Julie’s and my haulage company
I’d completely forgotten about the Chairman’s
Chat. We’ve gone and bought two new trucks and
yes I could have spent the money on sorting out
my MG which is gathering dust, spiders’ webs and
dare I say it, mice, but the MG won’t earn any
money.

Two new trucks being exhibited at Truckfest 2009
Well, since my last report Andy & Carole Schultz
put on a great evening back on the 7th November.
We had a large fire to keep Ray warm, fireworks to
impress even the most hardened pyromaniac,

enough hot pot to feed the whole of Lancashire,
and I even forgot to bring my camera so I haven’t
any pictures to remind those of you who went.
On the 24th this month the club will be hosting
the “Natter & Noggin Evening”. The committee
have a general plan for next year’s events but this
club night is the opportunity for everyone to have
some input into what the clubs does next year.
With this in mind please do come along and
provide some positive suggestions. It’s your club,
so you do have a say in what happens.
There is also The “Annual Dinner” which is being
held this year at Farington Lodge. I understand
that we have 52 people attending and all that
remains for Bill Ryding to do is book the evening’s
entertainment. We had thought that as Robbie
Williams had rejoined Take That, they might have
been interested in putting on a Reunion Concert
for us but unfortunately they’re busy on the 5th.
The Spice Girls aren’t girls anymore and Oasis
appears to have dried up. Oh well, we’ll just have
to wait and see.

Bye for now

Graham

Keep an eye on your TV’s
The Quest channel on Freeview has just finished
airing a programme entitled "A Car is Born" in
which the presenter Mark Evans built a Pilgrim
Sumo (a Cobra replica). He's finished it and he's
now building an aeroplane.

programmes recorded under the "A ??? is Born"
banner, but you might want to keep an eye on the
Quest channel just in case "An MG is Born" is
shown. (Programmes are currently aired between
18:00 & 19:00 on week days.)

For those of you who don't know, Mark Evans is a
vet with an engineering 'bent' and he has made
several programmes in the "A ??? is Born" series in addition to the Cobra and the plane - including
rebuilding an E-type, a helicopter, a Triumph
Bonneville, a Harley Davidson and - of particular
interest to us - a 1973 MGB Roadster. (The MGOC
has been selling a double DVD of the MGB rebuild
for some time.)

(Also being aired on Quest at the moment (on
Saturdays) is "American Hot Rod - the series"; a 'fly
on the wall' documentary filmed in 2003 at Boyd
Coddington's Hot Rod workshop in Southern
California. (Remember the ZZ Top Hot Rod? Boyd
built it.) Any one of us (perhaps with the
exception of Andy) would kill for either Boyd's
talent or his workshop facilities - never mind both.
Boyd died in 2008 but his creations remain the
stuff of legend.)

The programmes themselves are very 'light' on
technical content but they are 'easy viewing'. I
don't know whether Quest intends airing all of the

Roger Schofield

Secretary's Scribbles
Well, bonfire night was another roaring success - there's a joke in there somewhere. On a typical wet
bonfire evening, I'm not sure how Andy managed to get the fire lit, especially as he explained that it had
been built for several weeks before the actual event which meant it was soaking wet. However, he
quickly got it going and it managed to keep us warm as toast all evening. Carole did the honours with
the cups of tea/coffee and that together with all the hot pot, parkin and fireworks made for a lovely
evening.
A couple of people approached Rosie asking for her red cabbage recipe, so for those that wanted it,
you'll find it at the end of all of my waffle.
Now, we are fast approaching the end of another year and the committee's thoughts have been turning to
a fresh calendar of events for 2010. Initial plans for next year are likely to be along the following lines:Jan 26th
Feb 23rd
Mar 30th
April 25th
April 27th
May 3rd
May 25th
June 4/5/6th
June 29th
July 27th
Aug 31st
Sept 19th
Sept 28th
Oct 26th
Nov 30th
Dec 5th
Dec 27th

AGM
Bowling
Quick Quiz
St Georges Day Run (incorporating annual Treasure Hunt)
Guest speaker
Formby Classic car Show
Bloodhound Demonstration with the car & Richard Noble
Lakeland trip (Cockermouth)
Short Run & SYCO night
Autotest
Club Run
Lancashire Lanes Run (incorporating 30th anniversary celebrations)
Short Run to Christians Museum (Banks)
Quiz night
Guest Speaker
Annual Meal
Cold Turkey

If any members have suggestions for events that they would like to be included for next year, please
don't keep them to yourselves, let one of the committee know and we'll see if we can squeeze them into
the calendar.
Bill and Mick have been getting together to confirm figures and costs for the Cockermouth weekend
4/5/6 June, more about that later within the newsletter.
Iif anyone is interested in getting involved with next year’s Lancashire Lanes Committee, we still need 2 3 people. If you want more information on what it might entail, I know that Roger will be only too
pleased to talk to you about it.
Now, that recipe...

Secretary's Scribbles cont.
Braised Red Cabbage with Apples

And finally........

Serves 4 people

An old one but it still makes me smile

2lb red cabbage
1lb onion chopped small
1lb cooking apples, peeled, cored and chopped
small
3 tablespoons wine vinegar
3 tablespoons of brown sugar
1 glove garlic chopped very small (I don't add this)
¼ whole nutmeg freshly grated
¼ level teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ level teaspoon ground cloves
½ oz butter
salt and freshly milled black pepper

A man boarded an aircraft at Heathrow and took
his seat. As he settled in, he noticed a very
beautiful woman boarding the plane. He
realised she was heading straight towards his seat
and bingo! she took the seat right beside him.

Pre heat over to gas mark 2,300F (150C)
Discard the tough outer leaves of cabbage, cut into
quarters and remove the hard stalk, then shred the
cabbage finely.
In a fairly large casserole, arrange a layer of
shredded cabbage seasoned with salt and pepper,
then layer of chopped onions and apples with a
sprinkling of garlic, spices and sugar. Continue
with these alternative layers until everything is in.
Now pour in the wine vinegar, add a knob of
butter, put a lid on the casserole and let it cook
very slowly in the oven for about 2½ -3 hours,
stirring everything around once or twice during the
cooking, will keep warm without coming to any
harm.
It will also reheat very successfully – so it can be
made in advance if necessary.

Eager to strike up a conversation, he blurted out,
"Business trip or vacation?"
She turned, smiled enchantingly and said
"Business... I'm going to the annual
nymphomaniac convention held in the United
States". He swallowed hard... here was the most
gorgeous woman he had ever seen sitting next to
him, and she was going to a meeting for
nymphomaniacs!
Struggling to maintain his composure, he calmly
asked, "What's your business role at this
convention?" "Lecturer," she responded. "I
use my experience to debunk some of the popular
myths about sexuality."
Really", he smiled, "what myths are those?"
Well," she explained, "one popular myth is that
African American men are the most well endowed
when, in fact, it's the Native American Indian who
is most likely to possess that trait. Another popular
myth is that French men are the best lovers, when
actually it is the men of Greek descent. We have
also found that the best potential lovers in all
categories are the Irish.
Suddenly the woman became uncomfortable and
quiet. "I'm sorry," she said, "I really shouldn't be
discussing this with you, I don't even know your
name."
Tonto," the man said... "Tonto Papadopoulos, but
my friends call me Paddy."

Kevin

What a difference a day makes…
I was catching up on my backlog of reading
recently – in this case, it was the November ‘08
edition of Safety Fast (the MG Car Club’s monthly
magazine) and I found myself reading the MGA
Register’s tale of their Spring ‘08 trip to the
Yorkshire Dales. All the names were there: Kilnsey
Crag, Hawes, Thwaite, Keld, Tan Hill, Buttertubs,
Ribblehead etc but there were also other phrases
which said “…shortly after we started, so did the
rain, gently at first but much heavier by early
afternoon…”, “…the countryside is great – when
one can see it……” and “…streaming windows on
an MGA are not very vista friendly…”. Presumably,
their organiser put as much effort into organising
their trip as Bill did in arranging ours (or maybe
not), but there can be little doubt in any of our
minds that the stunning weather we enjoyed on
our ’09 trip to the Dales was the difference
between a great trip and an unforgettable one.
What a difference a day makes! And this got me
thinking…
Quite a lot of people to whom I’ve spoken have
said: “What a lousy summer we’ve had this year”
and “Whatever happened to the bar-b-que summer
we were promised?” Well, on reflection, I don’t
think I can agree.
OK, I might not have used the MG quite as much
as I would have liked – but then I never seem to.
But if I look back over the year – even as far back
Christmas 2008, things don’t seem that bad.
In the last couple of years, there have been as
many (if not more) ‘daily drives’ on the Cold Turkey
than there have been MGs, but I think that
Elizabeth’s Tigra and Tony’s Vectra were the only
two non-MGs on the ’08 run. Why? Because the
weather was OK; and that was December!

car park at Preston Docks; what a cracking day that
was for a run. Sun out, top down, what could be
better? After that came Drive It Day; another day
when it was dry all day – if a bit chilly on the
‘tops’. Then there was the Bill’s magnificent “Not
the Bank Holiday Weekend Away”. What a trip. If
there were any complaints, it was that the sun was
too hot and that the weekend had to end. Yes we
had all the names too; Hawes, Buttertubs,
Ribblehead etc but didn’t they look stunning under
the gloriously blue Spring skies?
Syco night – best turn out we’ve seen for a few
years – dry again. Pately Bridge – didn’t make that
one but the pictures in the Newsletter showed
sunshine! Alan & Dot’s evening run; who could
forget the rickety bridge and the unmade road?
But let me remind you, it had the best turn out of
any evening/weekend run this year – 21 cars and
they didn’t all turn out because it was a wet,
miserable evening! Bill and Janet’s trip to the
Mouldsworth motor museum; perhaps not the
sunniest of days, but still good enough to attract a
field of 20 cars. Elizabeth & I didn’t make that one
either; we were away on holiday – in the British
Isles – doing a bit of walking, and did we get wet?
NO!

And then things got better. There was Kevin &
Rosie’s Spring run which started from Morrison’s

OK, so we got a soaking on the Black Pudding and
the Autotest became the Autotest that (almost)
never was – twice, but normal service was resumed
when the sun came out for Lanes Run.

What a difference a day makes… cont.
So, we might not have had a repeat of the long,
hot summer of ’76 (for those who aren’t old
enough to remember it – that was the year when
resevoir levels fell to their lowest recorded levels
and the breweries couldn’t brew beer and lager
fast enough), but I still think we’ve had a pretty
good time and there have been precious few
occasions when you really wouldn’t have wanted
to take your MG out!

Editorial
Many thanks to those who have sent ‘Get Well Soon’
messages or visited following my knee replacement operation that was done at Wrightington Hospital on
16th October. It’s progressing fairly well except for some sciatica caused by disruption of the nerve bundle
that keeps me (and Janet) awake at night. I’m officially on crutches for another two weeks, though I can
manage on one around the house, and I shouldn’t drive until signed off on 8th December, though will
probably cheat as it’s my left leg and the Volvo’s automatic.
We didn’t make it to the bonfire night party, but I believe it went well thanks to Andy and Carole’s
hospitality, brilliant as usual.
Many thanks to Elizabeth Schofield for the logic puzzle in last month’s issue – it was certainly a challenge,
but after a long struggle we have sent in our solution. Janet’s codeword puzzle this month is much less
demanding, but may give a few minutes entertainment. Prizes for both puzzles will be presented at the
dinner.
Andy Schultz sent in this photo of him and Ray
Cohen in Andy’s V8 at Oulton Park – rather you
than me, Ray.

If you haven’t yet paid your annual
subscription of £15, please send cheque made
payable to Preston & District MGEC to Gordon
Mallet at 28 Northwood Close, Burnley BB12
0JR, or pass payment to a committee member.

Bill B

A Tale of Two Rallies
Or how to enjoy yourself in
France with an MG
Following the recent outstanding success of the
2009 ‘Lanes run’, I thought it would be fun to find
out how these events are organised in France. As a
result, I have participated in two Sunday runs that
were each a complete contrast to our run and
were each different from one another.
The first was organised by a historical vehicle club
based at St Jean de Monts in western France. The
first indication that things were not the same as
our run came with the application form which
contained the timetable for the day. It was as
follows :08.00
Assemble for coffee and brioche (a type
of sweet bread) or croissant
09.00
Start
10.30
Stop for a sandwich and drink
13.00
Stop for a four course meal
17.00
Stop to sample chi-chi (a sort of long thin
doughnut covered in sugar)
18.00
Prize giving and speeches
The second indication was when I noticed the
number of quite tasty motorbikes – some 20 or so.
Strange for a car run I thought.
The final indication was when all 105 cars set-off
together. Yes, we had convoy, and quite a large
one at that. The bikes were there to stop the
traffic, and then when the vehicles had passed,
zoom past all of the cars and stop the traffic at the
next junction.
It was quite an experience. The overwhelming
memory was seeing the vast number of spectators
watching in all of the villages we crossed. Almost
without exception everyone was smiling and there
was a carnival atmosphere. It helped that sun was
shining and the temperature (at the end of
September) was mid 20’s. The fun included vast
amounts of horn blowing and waving. At first with
typical British reserve I resisted the urge to blow
my horn, but then realised I was missing out on
the fun and became as noisy as everyone else. The
minimum age for the cars was 33 years, as a result
the oldest was dated 1910 and the newest was a
Porsche from 1985 with a for sale sign on it! Rules,
it would seem, are there to be broken.
Another surprise was the wine that was flowing at
the sandwich stop – this was 10.30. Obviously
wine was served with lunch also – we were in
France when all is said and done. I never did find
out why one of the cars that resembled a large
mini-moke had a wooden horse in the back.

Equally surprising was the presence of four army
vehicles with personnel in full period army
uniform.
The final surprise came at prize-giving. I won
second prize. To be absolutely honest, I received
the second prize to be handed out. I think the
prize was for being British, as the third prize to be
given was to a Belgium couple. Just when I
thought the day couldn’t improve, the event
finished with everyone being given a farewell glass
of wine with nibbles, courtesy of the local council.
A week later I attended a run organised by the
local region of the MG club of France. This was a
run of about 200 miles door to door. I was invited
to participate by the regional organiser who lives,
coincidentally at St Jean de Monts. He owns a PA,
two T-series and an A, and his wife has an F and
says he has too many cars. He also runs the French
T register.
I met up with his sister and brother-in-law in their
A and drove towards the meeting point – yes, a
restaurant. On the way there we collected a superb
B roadster, and had a lovely run covering about 90
miles in delightful countryside. The only minor
hiccough was whilst waiting at a road junction
adjacent to a railway line, a TGV train went past at
fairly high speed only 10 yards away from us. Not
good for the blood pressure. We arrived at the
restaurant/workshop. It is the first time I have
eaten in a restaurant that has classic cars for sale
in the dining room. The business is split down the
middle – he restores and sells classic cars that are
predominately English, whilst she operates the
restaurant. What an astonishing place. Whilst we
were there a Ferrari dropped in accompanied by a
very elderly but extremely tidy Porsche. I looked at
various other cars he had for sale including a red A
with a modified snout that resembled a Maserati.
He has a web site for the business. To access it use
www.obolides.fr and be prepared to be
astonished. Some of the prices are fairly high by
our standards but the quality of work is excellent –
like the food his wife serves. Roughly 18 cars
turned up for the trip, and included amongst the
people was the English granddaughter of Cecil
Kimber. Easter brought with her a vast amount of
original documentation from the 1930s, much of it
being very valuable. Oh, by the way, the president
of the MG club of France was there as well,
together with a past national president. Having
finished the meal of only three courses, we then
started out on the second part of the journey. For
us it was good planning as we were heading
towards the east side of Nantes, i.e. heading

A Tale of Two Rallies… cont.
home. When we arrived at the second stop, I was
completely unprepared for the next part. We had
been told we were to visit a private collection of
cars and motor bikes that was about to be
transformed into a museum that would be open to
the public. In essence that was correct, but what
was not mentioned was the quality and quantity of
the collection. It is housed in a modest chateau.
We were met by the owner of the chateau and by
his partner in the new museum business that also
will have accommodation. After 10 minutesof
welcome by the chateau owner (Regis) we were
then welcomed by his partner who was the one
with bike collection. This collection comprised of
about 12 Harley Davidsons dating back to 1912. It
is the finest collection of Harleys in Europe. This
was the part of the set-up that was nearly ready to
accept the public. It is due to open in September.
2009 that is. We were there on the 4th October!
What a brilliant display. Then we went outside to
look at some of the cars. One of the first I saw was
a PA, then a Healey 3000, then an Allard. I believe
the Allard there was the one that came third in the
1950 Le Mans 24 hrs. Then another MG from the
late 30’s. In one of the outbuilding were 10 cars
including a Ferrari, a 1950s BMW, a MatFord from
1930 something, a Beetle soft-top, a 1920s Berliet,
and so it goes on. Regis then decided to start the
engine of the Allard. It didn’t go first time, so he
got his wife’s modern mini to jump start it. There
were a few sniggers as a 1250 mini was coupled
up to a 6.4 litre Le Mans classic, but we were all
wrong. And it then it happened. The engine
started. The noise made every hair I possess stand
on end. It was amazing. I love the exhaust note of
my B, but I was in awe of that sound. Someone
suggested it would nice if one of the group could
be taken out for a brief ride now that the engine
was running. Regis smiled, jumped out of the car,
and got Jean-Luc the Harley specialist to take the
victim out. What an experience. They were only out
for five minutes but returned with a grin on the
face of the passenger his wife was unable to
remove. And she tried. A similar thing happened
with the PA. I couldn’t believe that a car from the
30’s could make a sound like that. By then it was
about 6.30, and so we were all given a glass of
wine and a slice of brioche. Regis was about to say
his goodbyes when he remembered a tiny part of
his collection that we hadn’t seen. So then we
went into his home, or should I say his shrine to
cars generally or the Le mans 24 hours in
particular. Every room downstairs was full of
memorabilia relating to cars. Including the kitchen.
About 10% of the kitchen was taken up with

cooking, the rest was cars. Oh, and by the way, in
one of his lounges was a genuine Formula 1 car –
a Jordan from, I believe, about 1998. The next time
our wives comment about us having too much ‘car
stuff’, tell them about Regis and his signed Steve
McQueen photos, letters from Graham Hill and
Stirling Moss, signed photos from Jim Clark, an old
petrol pump, a Bibendum (Michelin man), various
racing helmets, hundreds of models, fabulous oil
paintings of motor racing scenes and one
especially of a TD in front of another beautiful
chateau, a small telephone booth, autocar
magazines and hundreds of other magazines and
so it goes on. His wife is lovely, and I suspect
suffers from the same problem as Regis. However,
she never stopped smiling. What a fabulous
experience, they are all wonderful people.
I finally got back home at about 9pm. 12 hours of
bliss and oodles and oodles of happy memories.
Included amongst the memories from both days
was a nice warm glow that was there because
people, total strangers, made an effort to talk to
us. This was especially true of the MG France trip.
We were made to feel most welcome and that
made a difference.
I don’t suggest for a moment that we should
change the format of the Lanes run, I think it is
fabulous. Or maybe, perhaps we may consider
throwing in a couple of meal breaks next year,
perhaps we could also include wine tasting, a visit
to a cheese factory or a small fishery, or then
perhaps lets do what we enjoy doing most –
concentrating on driving our lovely cars in the
company of like-minded people.

Mick Bamber

Preston and District MGEC
CHRISTMAS CODEWORD
Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid
Below the grid is the key with some letters solved
Completing the first word or phrase will give solutions to more letters
Enter them in the key and main grid and cross off the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.
All the words or phrases have a connection with Christmas.

Send solution to Janet Bradshaw, 8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ
Winner wil be drawn from correct solutions at the dinner.
The prize is in the puzzle.

Janet Bradshaw

Weekend Tour
Base - The Trout Hotel Cockermouth Cumbria
Friday 4th June— Monday 7th June 2010
“ITS ME AGAIN” UPDATE
Firstly The Christmas Dinner at Farington Lodge is now
all arranged and we will be 51 in number Please
remember that is 7:30pm for 8:00pm and from my visits
to the Hotel I am well satisfied that this new venue will
be to everyones satisfaction.
Secondly following the inclusion in the September
Newsletter regarding the Spring Tour or the Not the
Bank Holiday Weekend 4,5,6,7th June 2010 Tour- I have received quite a lot of enquiries from members
wishing to attend.
So now the details:At todays date I have reservations for 12 double rooms and 2 single rooms.
The inclusive costs will be £195 per person for 3 nights Dinner Bed and Breakfast in a Standard room and
will include the cost of coffee stops as per this years event and a contribution towards route books etc.
I have negotiated this rather generous rate with the Hotel which I think is exactly the same rate charged
for the 2008 visit and considering that, since our last visit. the Hotel has gained another “star” making it a
Four Star Hotel it’s a bargain!!
INTERESTED ?
I need deposits of £50 per person which I will forward to the Hotel by mid January. At this stage I still
have the opportunity of increasing the number rooms should this become necessary so it would be helpful
if I can have feedback asap from those of you who are interested.

Bill Ryding

Calendar of Events for 2009
Date

Event

Location

Time

Organiser

Tues 24 Nov

2010 Planning Meeting

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner

Farington Lodge

19.30

Bill Ryding

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

Guys Court

10.00

Kevin Doran

Tue 26 Jan

Annual General Meeting

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Graham Lockwood

Appley Bridge (01257) 253723
graham@gandjlockwood.myzen.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club
night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

