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Cheap Cyprus Car Hire

Chairman's Chat
As I write this article its holiday time again, or
at least for Karen it is. Working for the
Government seems to have its advantages
when it comes to holidays; it is almost as good
as being a teacher, but working in engineering
I am not that lucky. Anyway Karen thought
that a break was needed and so decided that if
we book into somewhere reasonably local, I
can just travel a bit further to and from work
while she enjoys the peaceful surroundings of
Thurnham Hall, which is just a few miles south
of Lancaster. The two photos below are of the
hall and one of the blocks of apartments, of
which we have been lucky enough to get most
of the top floor.
As I need to get this article finished and off to
the editor, there is not much that I can say
about our break, except we booked in on
Sunday, on the Monday I had meetings in
Preston and Manchester and on Tuesday
(tomorrow) I have meetings in Oxley (near
Wolverhampton) so to cut out some of the
travelling I'm writing this article from home and
will get back to Thurham on Tuesday night.

Forthcoming events.
Tue 25th Nov. - Club night. Natter & Noggin.
Sat 6th Dec. - Annual Dinner. We are booked
in at the Leyland Golf Club again. This is
definitely your last chance if you haven't made
a booking. Booking forms and further details
are in this Newsletter.
Sun 28th Dec. - Cold Turkey Run.
Next Year.
Tue 27th Jan. - AGM.
Your Club needs you.
It is only a couple of months now to the AGM
and we are still in need of volunteers for the
committee. As yet we have not received any
nominations. To avoid the situation we had
last year when we almost failed to elect a new
committee, we need to know by the 1st
December whether we will have enough
volunteers / nominations to fill the posts and
therefore continue with the AGM and the
club.
According to the club constitution the
committee will consist of Chairman, Secretary,
Treasurer and four other members. Most of
the present committee are willing to stand
again for another 12 month term but as I said
in the last Newsletter we need to fill the rolls
of Chairman and Treasurer.

Before I finish this article I would like to take
the opportunity to say thank you to Andy and
Carol Schultz who very kindly invited the club
to hold its bonfire night there, I would also
like to thank Carole Schultz, Janet Bradshaw,
Rosie Doran and Karen for putting on the hot
pot supper. I think everyone will agree that it
was a great night.

Over the past few years we have had around
50 memberships, which means that between
husbands, wives, or partners, we have around
100 members all of whom are eligible to
stand for committee and although for as long
as we can remember the previous committees
have always been male, there is no good
reason for this. As a club I think that we can
be proud of the fact that we try to be a very
sociable club where friendship is just as
important as our cars. So are there any Ladies
who would like to get involved in the running
of the club?

Tony

Secretary's Scribbles
I was sat at my computer with a mug of tea at
around 10 o'clock on Sunday night - our
visitors had left about an hour earlier, I'd
washed a kitchen full of pots and pans, and
I'd missed Top Gear on the TV. As I turned on
my computer, the message that greeted me
was from Bill Bradshaw……. “items for the
newsletter by Monday please”
aaaarrrrgghhhhh!!!!!. I like everyone else,
just cannot fit everything into my days at the
moment. There's always far too much to do
and time is flying past like never before. I'm
sure I sound like an old man, but this year just
seems to have flown past. Oh just in case
you'd not realised it, it's only 5 weeks until
Christmas (like you need reminding).

At the bonfire evening earlier in the month I'd
chatted to Roger (Schofield) who'd raved
about how impressed he's been with his
carcoon. So, as we were going to the show
anyway, we thought we'd take a look at the
different car storage solutions - carcoons, air
chambers & cair-o-port's, …….“aahhh I hear
you ask, but are they mouse proof?“. Of the
examples on show, we thought that the Cairo-Port's were by far the sturdiest and most
user friendly. A couple of days before the
show, Rosie and I had committed ourselves to
an extension on our house, so unfortunately
that meant that any ideas that I might have
had about spending money, had to be put on
hold. Never mind, perhaps next year.

So now that I've got that little rant out of the
way, I'd like to first of all thank Andy and Carole
for the time and effort they put into organising
the bonfire evening. We reckon there were
about 50 people on the night - if you were one
of our members who didn't manage to get
there you missed out on a great night, not only
the fireworks and committee hotpot, but also
Rosie's red cabbage.

So what's coming up?

Rosie and I went to the classic car show at the
NEC on Saturday. We caught the 8:15 train
from Preston which got us into the NEC by
around 10:30. Although Ive been to the
motor show in the past (and vowed never to
go again because you simply can't move with
the number of visitors), I'd never visited the
classic car show. It was pure motoring
heaven, some of the most stunning cars I'd
ever seen. You can see your reflection in the
gleaming paintwork and shiny chrome.
Unfortunately, by early afternoon, it had
become reminiscent of the motor show - it
was chocka, however, before too long the
numbers did subside and we continued to see
the complete motoring spectrum. If you're
looking to buy a classic car they say that the
NEC becomes the UK's largest classic car
dealership during the show. Of all the people
that were at the show, who should we bump
into (looking decidedly suspicious), none other
than Roger and Elizabeth Schofield.
As well as the MG's and the more exotic
motors, I also managed to find the first car I
ever owned - a mustard coloured Austin
Allegro Estate (can somebody please explain
to me why on earth anyone would want to
preserve one of those?).

Nov 25th At the next club night we will be
looking for ideas for next yrs calendar of
events. So let us know about any events that
you've enjoyed and conversely about any
events that you'd rather not see repeated.
6th December - Annual meal 7:30 for 8:00,
smart dress please.
28th December - Cold Turkey Run 10:30 @
Guys Thatched Hamlet, PR3 0RS
27th Jan AGM

And Finally (2 this month)…………..
The Policeman couldn't believe his eyes as he
saw the woman drive past him, busily knitting.
Quickly he pulled along the vehicle, wound
down his window and shouted "Pull over!"
"No" she replied, "they're socks!"

A police officer pulls over a speeding car.
The officer says, "I clocked you at 80 miles per
hour, sir."
The driver says, "Sorry officer, I had it on cruise
control at 60, perhaps your radar gun needs
calibrating."
Not looking up from her knitting the wife
says: "Now don't be silly dear, you know that
this car doesn't have cruise control."
As the officer writes out the ticket, the driver
looks over at his wife and growls, "Can't you
please keep your mouth shut for once?"

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
The wife smiles demurely and says, "You
should be thankful your radar detector went
off when it did."
As the officer makes out the second ticket for
the illegal radar detector unit, the man
glowers at his wife and says through clenched
teeth, "Darn it, woman, can't you keep your
mouth shut?"
The officer frowns and says, "And I notice that
you're not wearing your seat belt, sir. That's an
automatic £50 fine."
The driver says, "Yeah, well, you see officer, I
had it on, but took it off when you pulled me
over so that I could get my license out of my
back pocket."
The wife says, "Now, dear, you know very well
that you didn't have your seat belt on. You

never wear your seat belt when you're
driving."
And as the police officer is writing out the
third ticket the driver turns to his wife and
barks, "WHY DON'T YOU SHUT UP??"
The officer looks over at the woman and asks,
"Does your husband always talk to you this
way, Ma'am?"

Wait for it,

Only when he's been drinking!

Treasurer’s Tribulations
We all know the cost of everything is
increasing year on year, and the same goes for
the costs in running our Club.
With this in mind the committee has looked at
various costs, trying to reduce where possible,
so as to keep the membership fee as low as
possible. Locally to us other clubs seem to be
charging more for membership, in some cases
a higher membership fee on a per person
basis, instead of ours which is a per family
(car) basis. Most of us have our spouses,
partners, or others coming along for just the
one fee. This we think encourages, let's face it,
the wives to enjoy the MG experience as well,
(not being sexist here, but most of the
members are males.) This we want to continue
as this makes for a friendlier and more social
membership.
Now to the nitty gritty. One of the biggest
costs we face these days is the cost of
producing the printed newsletter. In the last
three years, the cost for this stands at approx
£820. This is taking into account those of us
who take the mag. via email, and covers the
cost of paper, toner for the printer, envelopes,

and postage. There has also recently been a
repair to the printer. Unfortunately the printer
looks like it is now in need of replacement. At
present only half the membership have given
us their email address. We realise that some
members don't have a computer, let alone
email, but if possible can those who do have
computers and email, and are still taking a
printed copy, please forward their address to
Bill?
To further reduce the cost of production, and
we are also looking to keep the printer as a
simple monochrome, rather than the colour
mag we all know and love. Email copies will
still be in colour, just the printed copies will
revert to black and white, if this goes ahead.
All savings will go to keeping the membership
fee increase down to a minimum. I think you'll
agree the fee is very cheap for what is offered
by the club, so help us keep the club a good
value for money social experience. (What
about that last phrase for marketing?)

Mike Newton

Editorial
The photo on the front was taken during our holiday in Cyprus last month - Smile Car Hire was
the cheapest we could find, though after careful consideration we didn't use them..
Sorry to have missed the quiz night - I had some minor surgery that day and didn't quite feel
up to it, so missed the chance to regain the trophy. We did make the bonfire party along with
two of our sprogs and five of our grandchildren, however, and enjoyed a brilliant firework
display, bonfire, and hotpot supper. Many thanks to Andy and Carole Schultz for hosting the
event, so successful that I'll try and persuade the committee to make it an annual feature,
providing the Schultzes agree of course.
Last month, Andy installed the latest engine that I had rebuilt in a customer's B roadster, and
he drove away to Blackpool quite happily. The engine that came out of his car has now been
rebuilt after the block was rebored +0.040” and fitted with new pistons, big end and main
bearing shells, cam followers etc etc., and all new gaskets and seals. The head has been
converted for unleaded petrol. It's a 18GD engine, fitted to B's in the mid '60's, finished in MG
burgundy, and is up for sale if you're looking to replace your own. I'll be happy to recoup
machining and parts cost of around £500. Andy can put it in your B for a modest fee in a day,
or two days if I help.
Martyn and Jane Davidson are moving away from the North West, and have asked for the
following to be put in the newsletter. On behalf of the club, we wish Martin and Jane and
family the best of health and good fortune in the future - we'll miss you all, especially the Duck.

FOR SALE
Due to job change, house move, baby-sitter at uni and new jet car project
Our beloved “Mercury Duck”
Midget 1275 cc DUC 228J
Must go to a loving home!
£3800 ono
Contact Martyn and Jane Davidson
01772-322507
07905-798768

Bill B

Calendar of Events for 2008
Date

Club Event

At

Tue 25 Nov

2009 planning

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.00

Owd Nell’s

Tues 27 Jan

AGM

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tues 24 Feb

Ten Pin Bowking

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl

Tues 31 Mar

Kwik quiz

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Leyland Golf Club

Lakeside Superbowl

Time

Meet

20.00

Welcome Tavern

19.30

Please, Please, Please the committee need your help to ensure that we organise or take part in the type
of events that you the club members want to attend. In previous years we have only had a hand full of
questionnaires returned out of a potential 50+.
Please tick the boxes on the right hand side to indicate if you think the events are good or poor and
whether we should keep it or loose it from our calendar. Once completed pass on to one of the
committee by the November club night.

Events 2008 Questionnaire
Types of Event

Comment

Good Poor Keep Lose

Club nights
Ten Pin Bowling
Quiz Night
Guest Speaker
SYCO night
Treasure hunt
Evening Runs
Planning, Natter & Noggin
Autotest
Wine tasting

Weekend Events
Static shows
Other clubs runs
Lancashire Lanes Run
Bank Holiday weekend trip
Clay Pigeon Shoot
Bonfire Night
Northern National
Wine Tasting Evening
Annual Dinner (Club Event)
Cold Turkey Run (Club Event)
Please indicate which of the following you would like to see more or less of?

Put “More or Less” in
the box below

Club Runs
Natter & Noggin Club Nights
Other Clubs Runs
Static Shows
Weekends Away
Other. If so what?
Other. If so what?
Other. If so what?

PRESTON & DISTRICT MG ENTHUSIASTS CLUB
CHRISTMAS DINNER & AWARDS SAT 6th DEC 2008
Many thanks to you all for the excellent response to the
FESTIVE EVENT 2008
For your diary:
Venue :

Time:
Bar:
Dress:

Leyland Golf Club
Wigan Road
Leyland
PR25 5UD
7-30 pm for 8-00 pm
Midnight
Smart casual

Also to think about: TOUR WEEKEND 2009
Date:
Venue:
Accommodation:

29, 30, 31 May 2009
Thwaite Swaledale North Yorkshire
Kearton Country Hotel

Because of the popularity of this venue I made the booking early in 2007 to secure
accommodation unaware that the May Bank Holiday 2009 weekend would be one
week earlier - nevertheless I already have positive response. We have 12 rooms booked
so will those interested in this event please let me know as early as possible .
I will have details of costs, menus etc prior to the December Newsletter.
Many thanks

Bill Ryding

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mike Newton

Liverpool (0151) 526 3419
m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

