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Hi,
It’s the May Day Bank Holiday weekend and I have a chance to start writing the
Chairman’s Chat. So far, we’ve had a Sunday run and lunch, the Rocker Box & Paper
Plane racing, all of which seemed to be thoroughly enjoyed.
Graham & Julie Lockwood very kindly organised the “Drive it Day Run and Lunch” on
Sunday the 23rd April which started and finished at the Derby Arms, Chipping Road,
Longridge on a bright sunny morning. About 17 cars made it to the start to begin the
morning with coffee and in some cases breakfast baps. The reason I mention making
it to the start, one of our members (who uses Sat-Navs and drives for a living),
managed to make it from the Manchester area, and as far as Chorley, when he
became irretrievably lost and abandoned the run, in favour of breakfast at a
supermarket.

Members having finished their coffee prepare to set off on the run.
The route was just short of 50 miles and took in many roads ideal for our classic
cars and with some fantastic scenery which we often forget is just on our door step.

View looking from Downham village to Pendle Hill in the distance.
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Whilst on the run we saw small groups of classic cars taking part in their own “St
Georges & Drive it Day” runs. The great run was finished off with an equally good
lunch and an opportunity to talk to a couple of new members that joined the club
from the Lytham and St Annes area.
The end of April saw our first attempt at a Rocker Box and Paper Plane racing night.
I was preoccupied with Rocker Box race so can’t really comment on the Paper Plane
racing except to say that many took part and seemed to enjoy it.
So on to the Rocker Box race, we had eight cars from club members and three from
our Lune & Wyre MGOC guests. I need to begin by apologising to John Durkin for my
error with the knockout rounds resulting in his car not proceeding to the next round
as it should have done.
Although I had built my car at the end of last year and began work on the start
ramp some weeks ago, the week before club night suddenly got very busy. Between
work, visiting my dad in hospital, completing the ramp and then at the last-minute,
realising we needed to work out how to run eliminator and then knock out rounds. I
hadn’t had chance to consider how much effort or how many volunteers would be
needed on the night to run the races. So, sorry John, lesson learned and this is a
topic on the committee agenda so that we will be ready for the next race meeting.

As you can see from the photograph, the cars showed quite a wide range of technical
and aesthetic designs for which the builders should be very proud.
After the cars were scrutineered to check their compliance against the technical
regulations, we began by giving each car the opportunity for a test run. The
competition then started with the eliminator where all of the cars had two runs (one
in each lane) with the results recorded and the best 8 proceeding to the quarter
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finals. Unfortunately, one of the Lune & Wyre cars lost a wheel on the first run.
The quarter finals were completed without a hitch, the first of the semi-finals was
completed successfully, it was the second semi-final where the mistake was made
and so the final was then between Graham Bracegirdle of Lune & Wyre and our Brian
Roberts, to make it more interesting it was the best of five runs with Brian taking
the win.

Our finalists carefully aligning their cars for one of the best from five run offs.
Despite my error in the semi-final, I think all those who took part and watched
thoroughly enjoyed the whole event. We definitely plan to run another race later in
the year and make this a regular event in the calendar. Now that many of those who
watched have seen what it is all about, we will hopefully have a few more cars. We
will certainly want more volunteers on the night to help marshal the races so that all
runs smoothly, perhaps an opportunity for the making of a video, especially if there
is a trophy to be won.
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A work colleague passed me an interesting photo taken at the “Lymm Hotel” in
Cheshire during the first weekend in May. Some 40+ MGA’s on the “MGA Register
Spring Tour. I’ve never seen this many “’A’s” in one place.

Announcements / reminders
Tue
Jun
Tue
Sun
Tue

May 30th.
23rd/26th.
Jun 27th.
Jul 9th.
Jul 25th.

Autotest (@ the “Schultz” estate)
Bill’s Weekend Romp
SYCO
Sunday Run & Lunch
Evening Run

Membership.
I would like to welcome our latest new members the club;
Steve & Rachel Williams
Rick & Michelle Marshall
Bert Johnson
Although I started this article at the beginning of May, I have finally finished it off
just after getting back from Graham & Julie’s Sunday run and lunch, another great
day out, but more on that in next month’s newsletter.
Well that’s all for now and hopefully see you on the next outing or club night.
Tony

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
The last month or so has been a good one. We’ve had a couple of really good
runs, both compiled by Graham & Julie Lockwood, and the weather on each
was perfect for those with roadsters.
But the recent run was a disaster for Ann & I. We all met at Haighton Manor
(21 cars) on Sunday the 14th May and the run was to take us over the Trough,
and back to Haighton via Scorton, Calder Vale & Bleasdale. However, we took
a wrong turn somewhere on the top of the Trough, got lost and ended up near
Quernmore, Lancaster. We got back onto the A6 to head south, and thought
we’d be back at Haighton Manor for 1pm and lunch. But – just after the
Garstang turn we hit bumper to bumper traffic edging along slowly towards
temporary traffic lights two miles further on. We decided to do Jepps Lane at
Barton but as we could see the temporary lights we thought we’d continue
towards Broughton and return on Durkin Lane, a much quicker route. By the
time we reached Durkin Lane, it was 1.15pm and to our surprise Durkin Lane
was completely closed! All due to the major roadworks on the A6 for the new
bypass development.
My advice to you is – AVOID the A6 north or south, particularly at weekends.
This is a long term problem, and going north is just as bad as going south.

And now for some ‘good’ advice on looking after and maintaining your MG:
Regarding bodywork, if your MG has been used during the winter months,
there will be considerable amounts of salt lurking here and there, so obviously
these must be eradicated. If you get a good strong solution of battery acid
mixed with water in a metal bucket, and top it off with just a dash of paint
stripper, this will shift most stubborn stains on the paintwork. This will also
remove those very obstinate tar stains which we all get from time to time.
For all of you concourse participants, to keep your paintwork in tip top
condition, I can highly recommend a good polishing with wire wool, and after
that a further rub down with a good dollop of Ajax on a damp cloth. For the
interior, and in particularly your upholstery, a few ounces of frog dung, mixed
by hand with half a pint of sour milk, and half a bottle of Ketchup will really
bring out the interior, and add that ‘just valeted’ smell.
Now we come to the engine. As you well know, B’s and Midgets are rather
prone to overheating during the summer months, but never fear. I have come
up with a simple modification which can be carried out at home. Firstly, an 18”
diameter hole should be cut in the middle of the bonnet. This allows more air to
circulate around the engine bay, and so will improve the cooling greatly.
Secondly, take a screwdriver and poke a series of holes through the radiator
core. This serves two purposes:
· It lets more air flow through the radiator
· It lets all the water out – after all if there’s no water in there it can’t boil
over, can it?

And lastly – tyres. If through lack of attention and general bad driving, your
tyres are bald, don’t worry because the following tip will save you pounds.
Purchase some of that strong self adhesive draught excluder strip and stick it
round the bald part of the tyre tread. If you can’t find the self adhesive type,
then Blue Tack will do a sterling job. I have approached the local constabulary
about the legality of this modification and the reply was ‘My goodness, where
do you people get these great ideas from?’ I think they were quite impressed.
For further information on any of the above, please see any committee
member other than myself. Please note I do not accept any liability in respect
of the above recommendations.

Now, seriously – here is a good tip I read about recently.
We’ve all had a blown light bulb on a rear cluster of the car, and sometimes the
bulb can get rusted into the holder, and all attempts to remove it result in some
broken glass of the bulb, and sharp edges to cut your fingers on. Well, I know
they’re getting quite rare now, but save a few wine bottle corks in the garage
because they are very useful for this situation. A quick squirt of WD40 onto the
rusted in holder, push the cork onto the jagged glass, one push, one twist and
Hey Presto! Out the bulb comes!
And – don’t forget there is no club night at the Railway this month. Instead, it is
the AutoTest night at Andy & Carole Schultz’s. Bring your sausages, burgers &
T bones, as the Barbie will be available. The date is Tuesday 30 th May 7.30pm
onwards….
I had a new hood fitted on the RV8 last week. I hummed and haaed about the
colour, black or navy blue. I went for the navy blue and I’m delighted with it.

GODFREY

Preston & District MG
Enthusiasts Club.
17th Lancashire Lanes
Run.
Sun 20thAugust 2017

Enquires to: Tony Sharples – Tel
01772 495417

Entry form attached, if interested please complete and return

Sunday 20th August 2017.
The 17th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
Car with Passenger

£13.00

Number of additional passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee of £13.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or
coffee with biscuits at the start, rally plate, and tulip style route book.
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 90+ miles, starting and finishing at:
Dobbies Garden Centre
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston, PR4 0XL)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 7th August.
Please include an e-mail address or a stamped, self-addressed envelope
for acknowledgement of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque to:

Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417

New MG anyone?

Any members out there with a few spare quid fancy the new
MG E=Motion electric sports car?

Our vice chairman, Kevin
considers his career options,
now that he has a suitable hat,
having discounted the others,
the North Korean army looks
favourite. He certainly looks
the part. no prizes for picking
him out from this crowd of hat
enthusiasts.

For sale 1971 MGB GT

Due to my age and owning three MG's I have reluctantly decided

to sell my 1971 MGB GT.
I have owned the car since 2008, the rebuild being complete in
2010.
To the best of my knowledge it has only covered 43K miles.
I have plenty of history for the car, there is no rust, the car drives
well and has an MOT till March 2018.
£4500. Ono.
George Farnell
Tel. 01257 234317.
Mobile. 07462790209

PRESTON & DISTRICT MG ENTHUSIASTS CLUB
Calendar of Club Events 2017
The table below gives the dates for the events that we will be running in 2017.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

31st
28th
28th
9th
23rd
25th
14th
30th
23/26th
27th
9th
25th
20th
29th
26th
8th
24th
4th
28th
2nd or 9th
27th

Tue
Tue
Tue
Sun
Sun
Tue
Sun
Tue

AGM
Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start
Club Night - Speaker (Norman Harris)
Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Club Night - 1st Rocker Box & Paper Plane Races
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Autotest - Schultz Palace
NTBHWE - Northumberland
Tue Evening Club Run (details to be advised)
Sun Club Run & Lunch including the Treasure Hunt
Tue Club Night - SYCO
Sun Lancashire Lanes Run
Tue Club Night (details to be advised)
Tue Club Night (Possibly 2nd Rocker Box Race)
Sun Sunday Run & Lunch
Tue Club Night (Rocker Box race or Speaker)
Sat Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Tue Club Night - inc. a Christmas Quiz
Sat Annual Dinner - (Ashton & Lea GC?)
Wed Cold Turkey Run

The table below gives dates for the events that we will visit as a club or may be of interest to members. As it is early
in the year we are still waiting for confirmation of some dates.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Mar

19th

Sun

May

28th

Sun

Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)

Provisional Date

Jun

10th
11th
25th

Sat
Sun
Sun

Barbon Manor Hill Climb - Kirby Lonsdale
Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley

Provisional Date
9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

Jul

1st
2nd
11th
16th
16th
16th
23rd
30th

Sat
Sun
Tue
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
MG Octagon Classic Car Show - Canberra Club
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Lytham Hall Classic Car Show

9.00 meet @ Phantom Winger
Provisional date
Provisional Date
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot
Provisional Date
Provisional Date

Aug

6th
13th
26-28th

Sun
Sun

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Scammonden Dam Hill Climb
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting

Sep

2nd
11th
16/17th
24th

Sat Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm
Mon Fairhaven Classic Car Show (inc participation)
Sat/Sun
Event City Manchester Classic Car Show
Sun Canberra Club meeting - BAE

9.00 meet @ TBA

9.30 Charnock R. Services
Provisional Date

Committee, Contacts and Useful Information
Officers
Chairman Tony Sharples
Tel: 01772 495417 Mobile: 07941 679121
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary Godfrey Dennis
Tel: 01772 640841 Mobile: 07780 682592
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer Mick Bamber
Tel: 01772 321559 Mobile: 07730 435929
mick@mcbamber.com
General Committee
Vice Chairman Kevin Doran
Tel: 01772 877285 Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
Membership - Gordon Mallett
Tel: 01282 429658 Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor - Paul Heyes
Tel: 0161 725 9966 Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Note; All articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e-mail please.
Website Liaison - Neil McLeod
Tel: Mobile: 07921 089680
neil_mcleod2@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Webmaster: Michael Hart
Tel: 01772 725275 Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics (the club’s technical consultant)
Tel: 01772 627120 Mobile: 07817 1731
andypr55xq@googlemail.com

