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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
Not quite summer yet and we have had all four seasons in one day, but we have
managed to get in the MG with the top down on a few occasions and taken part in
a few club events.
Events
April 24th Drive it Day and Treasure Hunt.
Stephen & Trish Gaskell organised an excellent walking treasure hunt around
Clitheroe followed by a run to Lytham for lunch.

We all met up on a slightly damp and chilly day at Booths car park in Clitheroe and
had chance to chat with fellow members before going for coffee or starting the
treasure hunt. We opted to start with a coffee but then found ourselves running
out of time to find all of the clues.
Part way round we could hear what sounded like knights jousting or medieval music
coming from Clitheroe Castle and upon looking up we could see what I suspect was
St George slaying the Dragon.

…
After returning to Booth’s car park there was a shortish but interesting run to
Lytham town centre and the County Hotel who served a wide variety of good pub
food. For a small group of us this was then followed by a short walk to the sea
front and an ice cream.
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Among those at the start for the Treasure Hunt were Bob & Carol Moore, who
came to wish us all the best for the future. They reminded Karen and myself
about how they came to join the club 12/13 years ago after attending one of our
early Lancashire Lanes runs. Over the years they have keen participants in the
club, despite living in Hellifield, they have joined us on weekends away, organised
Sunday runs and several of us attended their wedding. They have now sold their
MG’s and came to say goodbye to as many members as they could, as they wouldn’t
be continuing their membership. This was a lovely gesture and it was clear that
they had enjoyed their time with the members and were sad to be leaving. They
hoped to catch up with members they missed at the Northern National. I am sure
you will join with the committee in wishing them the very best for the future.
As for the treasure hunt results;
In third place with 31 points
Bill & Janet Bradshaw
In Second place with 33 points John & Carolyn Durkin
In first place with 34 points
Norman & Carole Lowe
April 26th Club Night. Including Quiz.
Although a few members were away on holiday or suffering from cold like
illnesses, four teams took part in the mini quiz which consisted of a general
knowledge round, a crossword (very kindly produced by Bill Bradshaw) and feely
bag (as usual provided by Andy Schultz) of car parts.
Clear” winners were “Reg & Jac” with 53 points followed by “Knackered Shock
“Absorbers”, “By The Bar” and “Twitters” on 48, 47 and 46 points respectively.
May 15th Club Run & Lunch.
The organisation for this was left until quite late and so I cheated by using
most of a run from last year that very few members took part in due to the bad
weather. We started from the Mill Café (which is part of St Catherine’s
Hospice, run by volunteers and with profits going to support the work done by
the Hospice) where members had refreshments ranging from coffee, toasted
tea cakes through to full breakfasts.

A wide range of MG,s in front of the Mill Café

3

(Photo – courtesy of Andy Wood)

The route was about 42 miles and took in some great views of the moors and
reservoirs around Anglezarke and Rivington before finishing at the Oak Royal
Golf & Country Club.

I must apologise for any confusion towards the end of the run as I had made an
error on one of the mileages just before Brinscall, but thankfully everyone made
it to the finish (including new members Roland & Sylvia) and enjoyed lunch in very
nice surroundings.
Announcements / reminders
·
·
·
·
·

May 31st
June 3/6th
June 12th
June 26th
June 28th

Annual Autotest @ the Schultz’s Estate.
NTBHWE – Northumberland.
Classic Car Show – Hoghton Tower.
Classic Car Show – Townley Park, Burnley.
Evening Club Run – Details to follow.

Also, not club events but for those that are interested;
May 29th
Wrea Green Classic Show (1 – 3pm)
th
June 19
Cobblestone Run – North Manchester
Club Regalia.
We have stock of club regalia with;
Umberellas.
@
£20.00
Baseball Caps.
@
£8.00
Also orders for “T” shirts etc can be place with our treasurer Mick Bamber.
Club Business
We now have some 20+ members that have access to the clubs Facebook page. If
you would like to get access, please contact Gordon Mallett.
Well that’s all for now and we hope to see many of you soon.

Tony
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
To Wave or not to Wave
I’ve just read an article from someone bemoaning the lack of
friendship shown between drivers of classic cars nowadays, by the
way so many don’t respond to a friendly wave. I mean, classic MG
drivers always wave don’t they? It is usual for classic car drivers to
wave at each other as we pass on the road, but it is surprising how
many drivers of old cars – particularly the bigger and more expensive
ones don’t seem to bother. So personally speaking, I’ll stick to MGs.
I’ve noticed that sometimes when I’m out on a leisurely Sunday
morning drive, some drivers will acknowledge my wave as I overtake
or am overtaken, or simply pass on the other side, but there are
others who just blank me as if I’m just another driver in another car.
What’s the world coming to? Where is all the camaraderie gone? Is it
that spirit of the thing is missing? Are we not like minded people on
the same journey, and are people so insular these days? Or perhaps
it’s a case of ‘My car is better than your car so you don’t count’
mentality.
Of course these sort of people are fairly thin on the ground so it’s not
a huge problem, just a niggle really. When I’m driving my modern
Euro Box and meet an oncoming old car I’m never sure whether to
flash my lights as a greeting. I have to say that when I have done, I do
sometimes get a response but not always. When it’s happened to me
that a modern car flashes, I’m never sure it’s a greeting of a warning
to tell me he’s noticed that something has fallen off.
And digressing slightly, I remember coming up from the south of
England in my RV8 quite late at night, and I noticed that some cars
were flashing me from the back. I didn’t really want to stop on hard
shoulders and the like so having decided on a particular service
station stop many miles ahead, I got out of the car there with the
engine running and had a look at the back to check the lights. For
some reason I’d switch it on. Yes, I’d committed the cardinal sin of
leaving my high intensity fog light on! I DESPISE MOTORISTS WHO
DO THAT! Must be more careful in future.
Belt Up
There has been talk over the years about the fitting of seatbelts into
classic cars, with various government bodies prattling on about
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introducing new laws on the subject. When it was first suggested that
it would be a good idea to fit seatbelts in cars, some manufacturers
made a token gesture by putting the necessary mountings into their
newly built cars. Then Saab, being the first car maker to do so, fitted
belts as standard in 1958. In 1965, mounting points began to be fitted
in all new British cars but it still wasn’t compulsory to fit them – that
came two years later. We then waited until 1971 for the ‘Clunk, Click
Every Trip’ campaign which tried to encourage us to wear them.
Then a whole 12 years later, (and no doubt numerous deaths) the
government of the day decided to flex its muscles and force the tardy
driver, who until then hadn’t caught on, to actually put them on – but
only in the front! The front passenger had to do the same.
That was 1983 but we had to wait until 1989 when rear seat
passengers were forced to belt up as well, but only if they were under
24 year old. Who decided on that age? Over 24s had to wait another
two years until they were considered precious enough to also belt up
by law.
What I don’t quite follow is why we are not forced to fit and wear
seatbelts in our older cars. I know not all cars have convenient
mounting places but as the experts in road safety have said – any car,
no matter what type and age, can be fitted with seatbelts. I personally
am not bothered one way or the other, but I know I would feel very
strange driving a car these days without the security of a seatbelt. I
suppose if the government made it compulsory for all vehicles to
have seatbelts fitted, there would be no finger pointing from the
purist because he / she would have to wear one. I mean – they did it
with motor bike safety helmets, didn’t they?
Now – LANCASHIRE FOLK have the lowest stress rate because they
do not understand the seriousness of most medical terminologies –
for example:
MEDICAL TERM

LANCASHIRE

Artery

Study of painting

Bacteria

Back door of cafeteria

Barium

What doctors do when a patient dies

Caesarian Section

Neighbourhood in Rome
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Cat Scan

Searching for Kitty

Cauterize

Made eye contact with her

Colic

A sheep dog

Coma

A punctuation mark

Dilate

To live longer

Enema

Not a friend

Fester

Quicker than someone else

Fibula

A small lie

Impotent

Distinguished, well known

Labour Pain

Getting hurt at work

Medical staff

A doctor’s cane

Morbid

A higher offer

Nitrates

Rate of pay for working at night

Node

I knew it

Out Patient

Patient who has fainted

Pelvis

Second cousin of Elvis

Post Operative

A letter carrier

Recovery Room

Place to do upholstery

Rectum

Nearly killed him

Secretion

Hiding place

Seizure

That Roman Emperor

Tablet

Small table

Urine

Opposite of ‘you’re out’

GODFREY
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Anyone tempted for the new MG GS?

April 2016 QUIZ NIGHT
Anyone who missed the April quiz night can still have a go at Bill Bradshaws quiz,
it`s on the next page. Answers will appear next month
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Car for sale
Contact John Durkin
Reluctantly I must sell the GT because I am unable to store at home.
This car has been dry stored and well looked after whenever Carolyn and I where not
using it on club events.
I consider this car to be a `Condition 2 example’ with no faults and ready to drive.
This car was completely restored during 04/05 which included both a mechanical and
body work rebuild together with a repaint
Into it’s original colour.
Internally the Portland grey leather seats and upholstery together with the navy
carpets are in excellent condition and match the car colour extremely
Well.
I have an extensive history file which documents the aforementioned work together
with a Heritage certificate.
1972 MGBGT @ £5250 ono. Please see the enclosed pic’s
Contact by e-mail :- johndurkinuk@hotmail.com or mobile 07712 121510
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Sunday 21st August 2016.
The 15th “Lancashire Lanes Run”
Open to all MG & Classic Cars
Join us by enjoying an 85+ mile tour of the picturesque Lancashire
countryside. Starting and finishing at Dobbies Garden Centre.
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston)
The entry fee of £13.00 includes car with 2 occupants, tea or coffee with
biscuits at the start, tulip style route book and classic rally plate.
The route book will indicate possible picnic spots and pubs for lunch; there is
also cafe & restaurant in the Garden Centre for those who may wish to eat at
the end of the run.
For information and booking form please contact: Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417
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Sunday 21st August 2016.
The 16th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
Car with Passenger

£13.00

Number of additional passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee of £13.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or
coffee with biscuits at the start, rally plate, and tulip style route book.
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 85+ miles, starting and finishing at:
Dobbies Garden Centre
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 8th August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for
an acknowledgement of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque to:

Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Autotest - Schultz Palace

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Evening Club Run (details to be advised)

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
29th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul
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Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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