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Dave & Lynda Harris‘s decorated BGT at Shackletons Garden Centre, Chatburn, on
Drive IT Day, 21st April—waiting for the OFF.
——————————————
Forthcoming Events
12th May (Sun) - Vale Royal Show, Cheshire— meet 9.30am Charnock Richard Services M6 south
28th May (Tue) - Club night run—starting at 7.30pm—Start place to be advised.
7th –10th June—NTBHWE—meet at 9.45am at the Ye Old Withy Trees Bamber Bridge PR5 6LA
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CHAIRMAN‘S CHAT MAY 2013
―DRIVE IT DAY‖ & TREASURE HUNT Sun. 21 APRIL
Let us take a moment to recall what ―Drive it Day‖ means to us Classic Enthusiasts.
We celebrate the UK‘s transport heritage at its finest and commemorate the ―Thousand
Mile Trial‖ established by the Royal Automobile Club with the starting event taking
place on 23 April 1900, a UK tour from London passing through Bristol, Birmingham,
Manchester, Preston up into Scotland then south again concluding in London in which
46 of the 65 entrants completed the journey.
In other words we show, as owners of roadworthy Classics, that we are proud to drive
and display our vehicles and to attempt to re- establish the opinion of strength and
quality of the British Motoring Manufacturers during the past 100 years.
We also show the ―jobsworths‖ in some Council Authorities who would be pleased to
ban the use of Classics on their public roads that we are here to stay!

Lunch Stop at the Marton Arms Thornton in Lonsdale
First and foremost a very big thanks to Karen and Mark for their combined effort in
creating a splendid route from our starting location Shackletons Garden Centre Chatburn and delivering us to the lovely village of Ingleton, North Yorkshire. All 20 route
books issued and used!
On arrival we were challenged with a ―canny‖ photographic conundrum of locations
within the village and a welcome cup of coffee in the village hall at half the price of
Starbucks.
The weather could have been a little kinder but nevertheless the hardy amongst us persevered and returned their ―findings‖ before we drove on to Thornton for a good lunch
at the Marton Arms.
Thanks Karen and Mark for a super Day.
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I can tell you that our Secretary has scrutinised the returned worksheets and can report
that this year‘s winners of the Treasure Hunt are Julie and Graham, being the only entrants to complete a ―tie breaker‖. SO congratulations to them and no doubt they will
await their due deserves until the Annual Awards in December.
————————

RIPON RACECOURSE CLASSIC CAR SHOW 5th May 2013
A rather disappointing turn out with only 5 cars arriving at the Swallow Hotel (now
closed) but a good 60 mile run along the A59 albeit in ―iffy‖ weather – but at that speed
the rain goes over the top and we always get the magnificent view of the
―warmongering‖ golf balls and the stupid, worthless windmills as we traverse Menwith
Hill.
Andrew Greenwood has chosen a very good site for this annual event, the grass parking
is as expected for such a venue ―good to firm‖ and the selection of auto equipment
stalls and the collection of various classics was amazing.

___________
THINGS TO COME
Sunday Next 12th May 2013
ARLEY HALL AND GARDENS - This event replaces the now discontinued
Cholmondely Castle Classic Show which we have attended in past years and from information that I have received sounds like it is a very good venue.
We meet at Charnock Richard Services ―SOUTHBOUND‖ at 9:30am and Godfrey has
secured ½ price entry tickets @ £3.50 for our Club Members, which I will have.
A BSA BANTAM

I cannot pick up a newspaper or listen to the news these days without seeing or hearing
sordid references to the ongoing Saville Enquiry and I must admit that I am becoming
a little concerned about my own personal record during past years.
We see the daily if not hourly detail of historic and recent misdemeanours of our MPs
and ―Celebrities‖ fully exposed to the public gaze and thought it might be appropriate,
before the ―press‖ descend to the lesser mortals in our society and as Chairman of the
Club, to come clean about my personal record in this respect.
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As I remember the mid fifties were a delight to behold and I did, as my peers did, try to
fully enjoy the fruits that mother nature offered in abundance. BUT as far as I was
aware it was all legal and to date I have not received any complaint.
THEN it was my consideration that a young lady sat on a rolled up jumper on the back
rack of a Bantam with no foot rests would be happy to stop off for a while to take in
the view and enjoy a Woodbine or two and therefore I rest my case.
WHAT ELSE COULD YOU DO ON A BANTAM?
See you Sunday
BILL

——————————

Mike Newton, the club‘s Webmaster writes:

What do you do when you’ve sold your MGC?
Well you could start decorating, not the best idea but a little has been done. You could fly out to a Mediterranean sun-spot, but done that before, so why not sleep in the chair all day, - appealing, but then you get
told off a lot. Been there, done that, gave the tea shirt to the charity shop.
What you could do is buy another car that gives thrills in large amounts, that’s what I decided to do. One
or two of you will know of my new Jag, but to those who don’t, I bought a 2008 Jaguar XK 4,2 V8 convertible. The next thing was to book a holiday in Europe to give it a little run. That done, we go to Lake Garda
via France, Austria, and Switzerland, taking in the Stelvio pass on the way, next month. So how about
now, what can I do to raise the blood pressure and get the adrenalin flowing? The obvious answer is to go
back to the Elvington air base near York, where I did a stunt driving course a couple of years ago, and
take the Jag on the track.
After first having a go on the skid pan in a rather sloppy BMW 1 series, (rear wheel drive like the Jag), I
was taken on a track laid out in cones on the airstrip. The idea is that you can use your own car or their
Caterham 7 or Aerial Atom, and a race/rally driver gives you instruction to get the most out of the car. As I
had already decided to get new brakes and tyres for the Jag before our trip to Italy, (their wear was taken
into account in the price I paid), I used my own car. As I write this the car is in hospital having those jobs
done. I visited her on Friday to see how she was coping; - well you’d visit the wife wouldn’t you? , and she
is bearing up.
Now to the adrenalin rush, once I got used to burning money seeing my rubber tracks near the corners, it
was full steam ahead. I had three sessions, interspaced with tea breaks, but these were really to give the
brakes and tyres a rest. At the end I was complemented on getting the pads smoking, and the discs blue.
Ask Andy about the blue sheen on brake discs. I must admit I’ve had the pads burning on my old MGBGT,
but that was because they seized on the way to Blackpool some years ago!
You may wonder what Jo was doing whilst I was messing about in cars. She was in the nearby shopping
outlet. If you want to have that heart attack, then I can think of no better way to get one!

MIKE
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Secretary’s Scribbles
I‘ve a lot going on in the next few months starting this weekend. I go to Ireland for my
annual week of golf with the ‗Wild Drivers‘ golfing society, this time we are based in
Letterkenny, Donegal, not far from Londonderry. I‘m back for a week, and then back in
Ireland, this time to visit for the first time, my son‘s future parents-in-law, who live in a
village in Co. Mayo. I come back via Armagh to visit my 94 year old aunt, and will visit
the Titanic museum in Belfast before getting the ferry back to Liverpool. Then it‘s the
NTBHWE in early June. After that, my daughter gets married in Poulton Le Fylde, and
a fortnight later, its off to France in the MG with Kevin & Rosie Doran, Andy & Carole
Schultz & Mick & Chris Bamber. As you probably know, our Italian country member,
Guilio Gambarini, joins us for a day or two in his MGC and we are looking forward to
meeting up with him and his wife in Aime, a small town some 3 or 4 hours drive from
the Italian border.

My RV8 is nicely fettled up for the rigours ahead. The front disc pads are good, Andy
has checked the rears and also the tracking, and he‘s also installed a battery cut off
switch behind the driver‘s seat—for security. I‘ve recently fitted new front bump stops
and anti roll bar bushes. The oil has been changed, filter renewed, Magnecor leads fitted. That‘s it. Ready to go. And what a difference a wind deflector makes! Ann‘s hair no
longer stands on end and flaps everywhere, and its so much calmer and warmer when
driving.

It‘s the Vale Royal Show at Arley Hall, Cheshire this Sunday, the 12th May, and those
going should meet at 09.30 Charnock Richards M6 south. I‘m away, but Bill has tickets
at half price £3.50. This event is near Oulton Park so its not far, and hopefully there
will be a good turnout.

Bill has touched on the Ripon Spring Classic car show last weekend. It was disappointing that only 5 cars turned up, and I think maybe that the distance of 65 miles each
way was a little long. However, the journey up the A59 was uninterrupted and as we entered Yorkshire the sun came out and the day was hot and lovely. Any rain we had on
the way was just drizzly and there was no need for roofs up. We arrived at 11.15. This
show was huge, with over 1000 cars on the racecourse site. There was a vast number of
trade stands, and it clearly was a well organised event. As we were so few, we did not
take up the reserved club pitch, but parked alongside other classics. Conrad Beaumont,
with a 1400cc Midget, fitted with a big Weber joined us for his 1st run, although a member for some time, and we all enjoyed a great day.

For those going on the NTBHWE, (Saturday 7th to Monday 10th June) we meet at
09.45 at Ye Olde Withy Trees, Station Road, Bamber Bridge, PR5 6LA, where refreshments are laid on. Advance notices will shortly be sent to all concerned.

The Lancashire Lanes Run entry form will be published with each newsletter until the
September issue. Put the date in your diary—Sunday 15th September.
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I attended the Garstang Classic Car Show last year, and it was a very good event, with
plenty of good trade stands and autojumble. Sadly, only three cars turned up at Burlingtons, but the three of us had a good time. Because of the lack of support last time,
I have not pre-ordered any passes for this year‘s show, and the entrance fee is £6 per
car. The Garstang show takes place on Sunday 9th June, and we meet at 10.00am in
Burlington‘s car park, just past the Broughton traffic lights on the right. This show unfortunately clashes with the NTBHWE, and it is possible numbers may be low.

On Tuesday the 28th May (club night) there will be a short evening run, organised by
the very capable Mick Bamber. This will start at 7.30pm, and finish at the Welcome
Tavern about 9.00 to 9.30pm. Starting place to be advised by separate e-mail.

Ripon Spring Classic Car Show Pictures

Helen & Fred Whiteley, Conrad Beaumont & Ann Dennis

The club cars lined up in a row

If you‘ve got readies, I‘ll take £700 for it

Now, where‘s the gents. I‘m desperate!

On Sunday 23rd June the 29th Lancashire Classic Car Show takes part at Hoghton
Tower. There will be more about this in the June newsletter, and in the meantime I‘ll
endeavour to get some half price tickets.
GODFREY
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Sunday 15th September 2013
The 13th Annual Lancashire
Lanes Run

Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
Car with Passenger

£12.50

Number of additional passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee of £12.50 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee with biscuits at
the start, rally plate, and tulip style route book.
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 90 miles starting and finishing at:
Barton Grange Garden Centre
(about 5.5miles north of Preston, M6 junction 32)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 31st August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for an acknowledgement
of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque to:

Michael Hart
30 Bexhill Road
Ingol
Preston
Lancashire
PR2 3UA
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Tel: 01772 725275

Calendar of Events for 2013
Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 26 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 24 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Ley Inn, Whittle Le Woods

Tue 26 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat/Sun 6/7 Apr Event City Classic Car Show

TBA

Event City (nr. Trafford Centre)

Sun 21 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

TBA

TBA

Tue 30 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sun 5 May

Ripon Spring Classic Car Show

09.30

Swallow Hotel, Salmesbury

Sun 12 May

Vale Royal Show—Arley Hall,
Cheshire

09.30

Charnock Richard Services M6

Tue 28 May

Club Night—evening run

19.30

TBA

7/10th Jun

NTBHWE—Much Wenlock

09.45

Withy Trees, Bamber Bridge
PR5 6LA

Sun 9 Jun

Garstang Classic Car Show

10.00

Burlingtons car park, A6

Sun 23 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 25 Jun

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 29 Jun

Lostock Hall Carnival

TBA

Sun 30 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

TBA

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sun 7 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

TBA

Burlingtons car park, A6

Sun 14 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

TBA

TBA

Sun 21 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

TBA

Ribble Pilot car park

Tue 30 Jul

Club Night—Autotest

19.30

Schultz Estate

Sun 4 Aug

TBA

TBA

Sun 4 Aug

Alternative—Northern National

09.00

TBA

Sun 18 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Ribble Pilot car park

Tue 27 Aug

Club Night evening run

19.00

TBA

Sat 7 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sep (TBA)

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch TBA

Ribble Pilot car park

Sun 15 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

Barton Grange car park A6

Tue 24 Sep

Club Night—Guest Speaker

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sun 13 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

TBA

TBA

Tue 29 Oct

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 2 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Estate

Tue 26 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 7 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

TBA

Sun 29 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

11.00

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 616877
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Tel: 01772 424797
Mobile: 07989 311790
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Plumpton House, 21 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston
PR4 5ZJ

All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Mike Newton

Tel: 0151 526 3419

e-mail: m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics
John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com

Club Website: http://www.prestonmg.co.uk
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