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A very pleasant day at Cholmondeley Castle on Sunday 13th May
Forthcoming Events
29th May (Tue) - Club Night Run, start at Bygone Times car park, Eccleston 7.30pm,
finishing at Welcome Tavern.
3rd June (Sun) - Heskin Steam Rally, meet at B&Q car park Bamber Bridge 9.30am.
10th June (Sun) - Garstang AutoJumble, meet Burlingtons car park, Broughton
9.30am. (The Secretary has 5 passes—£3 each)
15th to 18th June—NTBHWE (separate instructions issued)
17th June (Sun) - Fathers’ Day Classic Vehicle Spectacular, Preston Docks. Free entry
to this alternative event. Secretary has application forms, or contact Michael Hart on
01772 725275.
26th June (Tue) - Club Night Welcome Tavern—SYCO (Show your car off)
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CHAIRMANS CHAT MAY 2012

―MIRACLES DO HAPPEN‖
Was it sheer determination? – Was it the carefully designed heat shield? – Was it the
7 blade lightweight plastic MGB fan? or was it

―the Hand of Schultz?‖
We may never know- but it worked.
So much so that I had a wonderful, carefree drive to Cholmondely Castle and back in
the TA last Sunday where several of us had a super day enjoying super spring weather
and lots to see in ―Classics‖ the numerous trade stands and a cricket match although I
cannot understand why Auto Glym needed three outlets for their product!
________________

TNTBHWE June 15,16,17 2012
For those joining us this year please note that all the prep is now completed and route
books are ready for the off.
If you have not received it already a note is on the way to you containing provisional
information regarding meeting location and times etc. READ IT CAREFULLY
_______________________

DRIVE IT DAY Sunday 22nd April.
A big thanks to Alan and Dot for their efforts in making this a very special day which
we all thoroughly enjoyed.
Godfrey’s prayers were answered in that we were blessed with fine weather for the
event, including the walking Treasure Hunt which was won by the
―BLENNERHASSETTS‖ so congratulations to them who will no doubt be looking forward to the Annual Awards Presentation in December.
Also, as promised I proposed a prize for the best St Georges day turn out and this will
go to Roy and Sue Clapham and their canine friend, together with their cherished YB.
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THINGS TO COME
Tuesday 29th May:
Club Night – Evening Run - Details included in this issue.

Sunday 3rd June:
Heskin Hall Steam and Classics Rally. Quite local to us and promises to be a really
worthwhile event. It was planned that we should partake in a ―Jacobs Join‖on the day
but sadly we had limited offers from contributors nevertheless there will be plenty food
outlets on site and we have permission to BBQ should we so wish. The Secretary has
free passes to this event, and we meet 9.30am B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge.

BILL
——————————————

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLE
June looks to be a busy month for MG owners, and I should mention two other events
that are taking place that month, which may be of interest to you. MG LIVE is one of
the biggest MG gatherings of the year, with enthusiasts from all over the world attending, and the event takes place on the weekend of Saturday & Sunday 23rd & 24th June
at Silverstone. I went to the MG Live weekend about 5 years ago, and the racing was
outstanding. I was able to walk round the pits during the racing, and I took my B roadster out on the track for 3 laps. I also walked the grand prix circuit on the Saturday
night, and stood on the winner’s podium where Lewis Hamilton would stand two
weeks later when he won the British Grand Prix. More details on: www.mglive.co.uk
The other event of note, is the Hoghton Tower Classic Car show, which takes place on
Sunday 24th June. This show starts at 11.00am, and entry is £6. The club is not displaying a stand at Hoghton Tower.
And the following Tuesday, the 26th, is club night, SYCO, when a fine display of members’ cars will be lined up in the car park for judging by Bill Swindlehurst, Chairman of
Blackpool Vehicle Preservation Group.
The Drive IT Day run, organised by Alan & Dot, was a super day, having initially
looked like it might be a washout, but the sun came out as soon as the 16 cars left
Asda’s car park to make their way over the tops to Garstang, where a walking treasure
hunt awaited. Congratulations to Roy & Sue for their beautifully prepared YB, to mark
St Georges Day, and also to Mark & Karen for winning the treasure hunt.
Ann & I used to live in Garstang, and we went to visit a neighbour, who owned an S
reg. roadster for many years. Sadly, he wasn’t in, and we got a bit waylaid with other
neighbours over tea and biscuits. You know how it is. And we missed the treasure hunt
as a result! However. The answers to the treasure hunt are on the next page.
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Drive it day treasure Hunt 2012 results
The winners were Karen and Mark Blennerhassett. 2nd. Chris and Mick Bamber.
3rd. Rosie & Kevin Doran and Andy Wood.
Congratulations to them and thanks to all who supported the event.
And here are the correct answers.
1. Who granted Garstang a Market Charter, and when?...................................................................
Answer. King Charles II in 1680.
2. This shop was licensed to deal in tea and coffee. What is its name now? …………………………
Answer. Stitches.
3. Could they be supporters of Man.U or Liverpool? ………………………….
Answer. Reds coffee bar and bistro.
4. Weind is an ancient name for a ginnel or alleyway. How many can you name?
Answer.Grayston’s, Nickson’s, Stoops Hall, Kings Arms, Eagle & Child, Thomas’s, Storey’s, Fletcher’s & Carrick.
5. Baldrick had a cunning plan. What was it and when? ………………………………………………
Answer. To unveil a plaque commemorating the worlds first Fairtrade town, November 2001.
6. Two blank shields and two anything but blank faces. What’s the phone number? ............................
Answer. 01995 605919
7. Box hedges and lavender, so why is it called this? .............................................................................
Answer. Laburnum Cottage.
8. How many Blue plaques can you see? ..............................................................................................
Answer. Eight (but see note)
9. Which island does One Sun Cottage have a view of?.......................................................................
Clue. If you miss this going up the route you won’t find it on the way back!
Answer. Iona.
10. When was this stone “loyally” dated? …………………………………………………………….
Monday, June 20 MDCCCLXXXVII ( 1887)
Note. Some people got more than eight (were they adding one or two on just in case?) so we gave full
marks to anyone with eight or more just in case we had missed some. As it happened it didn’t effect
the results.
Alan & Dot.
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And—during Andy’s excellent talk to members at club night last month, the subject of
tyres came up. Now, I’m no expert on tyres, but I do know that the tyres on my RV8
are getting on a bit age wise, although to look at, they are in very good condition. No
cracks on the sidewalls and good treads.
But I read an excellent article recently on this very subject, and I’ll highlight what
seems to me to be the main areas of concern. The article reads as follows:

Over time, the suppleness of the rubber reduces, so that by around 7 to 8 years old, the
ageing effect on the rubber will have reduced the flexibility of the rubber to something
that begins to have the characteristics of wood, with consequent adverse effects on
handling and ride. For most classic car owners doing modest annual mileages this will
inevitably mean the tyres will age well before they wear out. For many it will feel wrong
to throw away tyres which appear to have plenty of tread remaining, but with a performance car with a suspension package from a previous age, good grip in dry & wet conditions and braking performance are essential together with supple rubber for a comfortable ride. But the age effect does not only affect the tread. The tyre walls also age
and fine cracks can develop in tyres 10 or 12 years old. So—be prepared for a tyre
change before 10 years and preferable at 7 or 8 years from new.
Remember that your classic car insurance policy will include a condition that you
maintain your car in a roadworthy condition, and tyres well over their prudent service
life may well be regarded as not meeting that condition, so in the event of you making
a claim, a vehicle inspection by an insurance assessor may well note the age of the
tyres in their report. An insurer may regard that as a breach of the policy and decline to
pay out.
The tyre sidewall markings have an elongated circle within which is the date of manufacture—week number and year. So check yours to be on the safe side. Incidentally, I
daren’t tell you how old mine are, but the year is in double figures! A change could be
imminent.
And finally, I’m still getting to grips with Microsoft Publisher, and haven’t quite mastered the art of wrapping text around pictures, but I’m working on it and hope to improve the newsletter further in the future.

GODFREY

THE LANCASHIRE LANES RUN (16th September)
Planning for the club’s annual run is in full swing and everything is going well.
You will probably have noticed that it is being advertised in the MGOC magazine, and
an application form is on the next page. Don’t forget to get your entry in to Michael.
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Sunday 16th Sept 2012
The 12th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
£12.50

Car with Passenger
Number of additional
passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee is £12.50 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee with biscuits at the start, rally
plate, and tulip style route book. For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 90 miles starting and finishing @ Barton Grange Garden Centre
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 31st August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for an acknowledgement of receipt and
for details of the start venue etc.
Entry forms also available on the club website: www.prestonmg.co.uk
Send entry form and cheque To:

Michael Hart
30 Bexhill Road
Ingol
Preston
Lancs
PR2 3UA
Tel: - 01772 725275
6

CLUB NIGHT RUN 29th MAY (Tue)
This run, organised again by Alan & Dot, will commence from the car park of Bygone
Times in Eccleston at 7.30pm. It will be fairly short, and will finish at the Welcome
Tavern. So there will be time for a chat and any announcements that Bill might have.

RIBBLE STEAM RAILWAY CLASSIC VEHICLE EVENT
For those not going to the NTBHWE we will be attending another local event. The local steam train preservation society is running a classic car and train event at their site
on the 17th June (Fathers’ Day). Michael Hart is the event point of contact for this.
Entry for those displaying is free and covers up to four people per vehicle, with free entry to the museum itself and a train ride also included.
Ribble Steam Railway is next to Preston docks and Michael intends to be there at 9am.
He suggests that anyone intending to go should be there for 10.00am, as the doors open
to the public at 10:30am.
The Secretary does have some application forms, as does Michael, but you can download them from the Ribble Steam Railway’s website: www.ribblesteam.org.uk
Completed e-mail entry forms can be e-mailed to: andrew@preservedrailways.org.uk

FOR SALE
MG Midget
Good condition.
1973 Round wheel arch 1275cc.
Has had all welding done and replaced the following:
Battery, 4 tyres, rear wheel cylinders, full clutch, clutch slave cylinder, comes
fully serviced with 12 months MOT.

£1995ono

Contact Andy Schultz 01772 627120.

MIKE’S CRAZY CARTOON
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club Calendar 2012
Date

Day

Event

25 Mar

Sunday

27 Mar

Tuesday Club Night

20.00 Welcome Tavern

22 Apr

Sunday

Drive it Day, inc. Treasure Hunt

10.30 Asda Car Park, Clayton Green

13 May

Sunday

Cholmondeley Castle

9.30

Run & Lunch

29 May Tuesday Club Night - evening run

Time

Start

Note

10.30 Ley Inn, Clayton le Woods

M6 south—Charnock Richard
Services

19.30 Bygone Times, Eccleston

Guest Speaker
Advise Secretary if
club pass required
Back to Welcome T.

3 Jun

Sunday

Heskin Steam Rally—Heskin
Hall

9.30

Meet at B&Q car park, Bamber Free Ticket from
Secretary
Bridge

10 Jun

Sunday

Garstang Auto Jumble

9.30

Burlingtons Broughton A6

15 Jun

Friday

NTBHW - Beamish weekend

9.30

Greyhound Hotel, Halton

Tickets £3 from
Secretary
Contact Bill

26 Jun

Tuesday Club Night—SYCO

20.00 Welcome Tavern

1 Jul

Sunday

Classic Car Show—Townley
Park, Burnley

9.30

TBA

8 Jul

Sunday

Leighton Hall

9.30

Burlingtons Broughton A6

15 Jul

Sunday

Fleetwood Tram Show/Display

9.30

TBA

22 Jul

Sunday

Run & Lunch

10.00 Condor Green area

31 Jul

Tuesday Club Night Auto Test

19.30 Schultz Estate

5 Aug

Sunday

Northern National

9.30

5 Aug

Sunday

Yorkshire Classic Car & Bike
show, Ripley Castle, Harrogate

TBA
(As a possible alternative)

11 Aug Saturday Oulton Park MG race meeting

TBA

19 Aug

Sunday

10.00 TBA

28 Aug

Tuesday Club Night—evening run

20.00 TBA

9 Sep

Sunday

Run & Lunch—Fairhaven

10.00 Ribble Pilot car park

16 Sep

Sunday

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

25 Sep

Tuesday Club Night—Welcome Tavern

20.00 Annual Quiz

7 Oct

Sunday

St Annes Pleasureland Event

TBA

TBA

14 Oct

Sunday

Run & Lunch

TBA

TBA

30 Oct

Tuesday Club Night - Welcome Tavern

20.00 Speaker—Ian Podgson (MG)

3 Nov

Saturday Bonfire Night & hotpot

20.00 Schultz Estate

Club Run (Pendle Witch
anniversary)

27 Nov Tuesday Club Night
1 Dec

Saturday Annual Dinner & awards

27 Dec Thursday Cold Turkey Run

TBA

90 mls—NE Lancashire

20.00 Welcome Tavern
19.30 Ley Inn, Clayton le Woods
TBA
8

TBA

Advise if club pass
required

Also on Sat 4 Aug

Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information
Honorary President – Jeff Reid
Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 616877
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Tel: 01772 424797
Mobile: 07989 311790
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Plumpton House, 21 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston
PR4 5ZJ
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Mike Newton

Tel: 0151 526 3419

e-mail: m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics
John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com

Club Website: http://www.prestonmg.co.uk
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