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St George's Day Run participants (photo courtesy Mike Newton)

Chairman's Chat
I thought that I had witnessed the ultimate
MG enthusiasm 2 or 3 years ago at the
Harrogate Club Northern National at Pateley
Bridge when all attendees were totally
surprised if not shocked to see this character ,
not only a concours exhibitor and winner, but
one who had personally joined into the spirit
of the event by his bodily adornment.
REMEMBER THIS?

“SAY NO MORE!!”
A very big thanks to you all for showing your
collective enthusiasm by offering such good
support to our Club events thus far during
our 30th Anniversary year.
Clubwise it will not be obligatory necessary or
expected to display such salon creations and
above all PLEASE “NO” tattoos. Your
attendance, Club cap and shirt will be just fine
St GEORGE'S DAY RUN AND TREASURE HUNT
“DRIVE IT DAY”
On Sunday the 25th April I expected about
12/14 cars to arrive at Burlingtons for our
9:30am departure towards Lancaster via the
country roads of the Fylde and had booked
coffee/tea and biscuits accordingly at the
Stork Hotel Conder Green. A total of 22 cars
arrived to support this event-absolutely
superb! It was therefore necessary to adjust
the agreed “deal” covering coffee costs with
the Hotel but it was a pleasure to do so.
Just look at the picture below – this is
enthusiasm.

Our short drive, some 30 miles brought most
of us to the Stork Hotel at Conder Green for
elevenses – a slight delay, occasioned by
electrical difficulties saw VOT692H Nigel's B
Roadster arrive a little time later towed by
Graham's Porsche Carrera, a transport which
we used that day as emergency rescue vehicle
because of Andys unfortuneate disability and
absence. On then to Lancaster - the base for
our treasure hunt. I got the feeling that a
“walking” treasure hunt was not totally
appreciated by everyone especially when we
are supposed to be driving classics but at least
its “very green” and healthy, nevertheless
there is no intention of a Club re name to The
P&D MGE(and walking)CLUB.
Yes and congratulations to them- we have
very worthy winners in the shape of Bob and
Carol who will be suitably awarded at the
Christmas Dinner and will have the undoubted
pleasure of organising the 2011 hunt.
ps- they live quite close to the North Yorkshire
moors so if they also decide on a walking
hunt , get plenty of practice through the
summer months and get boots / ropes etc.!
Lunch stop was at The Lancaster House Hotel
where a splendid carvery was enjoyed by all
–see group photograph on front page in our
reserved parking area.
NATTER AND NOGGIN AND PROVISIONAL
QUIZ NIGHT
WELCOME INN Tuesday 27th APRIL
A concentrate of seven teams attempted to
solve Kevin's cunning questions, Bill's cryptic
crossword and my questionable quiz pictures.
It was good to see that some had picked up
on the deliberate mistakes in the picture
round but the future use of pocket internet
access by one particular team, who will
remain nameless-GORDON-will be fully
considered prior to the “real” quiz night with
feely bag which is scheduled for later in the
year. “The Bladders” comprising the
Blennerhassetts and Bradshaws were the
declared winners and deserve our
congratulations.
FORMBY CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Monday 3rd May
We supported the
Jospice event at
Formby on the cold
Bank Holiday Monday
(so much for global
warming!)

Chairman’s Chat cont...
We had 16 MGs - a wonderful variety of type
and age. Roger had kindly produced
laminated vehicle descriptions to attach to
each car which proved very useful to the
owners and the many visitors who came to
see us. Please accept my sincere apologies for
the slight navigational error during the transit
from Parbold Hill to Formby, age related I
think- the car that is! Also an even bigger
apology to Olive who was following me home
and for some reason decided against taking
my route which would have taken her through
Maghull into the City and on to the Wirral had
I not re routed. Bill and Janet, regrettably had
“A” problem which resulted “A” piggybacking
home to Chorley courtesy of the”AA” but not
too much delay – in fact they were home
before I was!
I am seeking information on basic navigation
courses for the over sixties -inbetweentimes
DON’T FOLLOW ME!

CHOLMONDELY CASTLE
Sunday 9th May 2010
The 20th Festival of 1000 Classics
Surprise-Surprise- No navigational problems
whatsoever. I followed Godfrey and Ann from
the appointed departure point, Charnock
Services on M6 southbound but unfortunately
not at the appointed time. This was a clerical
error and Ann very bravely accepted full
responsibility for our late arrival at
Cholmondly.
Eventually six cars (and one Skoda) together
with their occupants assembled and all
enjoyed the Andrew Greenwood Classics event
in what was sunny reasonable weather but at
2:30pm the Skoda left and so did the sun
leaving the rest of us to suffer a long and cold
journey home- but it was a good Club day.

Bill

Lancashire Lanes Coastal Run
10th Anniversary
Sunday 19th September 2010
£22.50 per car based on 2 occupants

Please send SAE for entry forms to Rosie Doran
51 Cuerdale Lane, Walton-le-Dale, Preston. PR5 4BP
Telephone 01772 877285 or see www.prestonmg.co.uk

Secretary's Scribbles
Well, I've just returned from our Cold Turkey
(reheated) Run, an excellent turnout of 32
members sat down for the meal at The
Chadwick Hotel, an excellent choice of venue
that Bill Ryding found at such short notice
following difficulties experienced with The
Hastings. Bill Bradshaw reminded me on
more than one occasion that my article for
this month was still outstanding, so I thought
I'd better get a few words down on paper.
Several months ago, whilst I was chatting to
Mick Bamber one club night, and he asked if
we might be interested in taking part in a car
run which was organised by the MG Car Club
of France. Now I should explain at this stage
that Mick has a beautiful house in France and
indeed he and Chris spend much of the year
living there. He explained that the car run
lasts 3 days and covers 270 miles around the
Vendee area of North West France (the area in
which he lives).
To cut a long story short, several months later
Rosie and I found ourselves arriving at Chez
Mick & Chris on the Wednesday afternoon as
the run was due to begin 2 days later. What a
beautiful part of the world, with near empty
roads, daytime temperatures of around 5
degrees warmer than back home, your nearest
neighbours a 5 minute bike ride away and just
to put the icing on the cake, your own private
heated swimming pool, I cant pretend I wasn't
just a little bit envious.

for about an hr, Joel pulled over onto the
edge of a major roundabout (if you can
imagine Sainsbury's roundabout at Bamber
Bridge), with traffic constantly driving past, I
watched in mild amusement as 8 French
drivers walked about 8 yards away from their
cars and almost as one, they promptly started
having a pee in full view of everyone, no-one
batted an eyelid, it was as though it was the
most natural thing in the world (which I
suppose it is in France), I suspect that if you
tried it on Sainsbury's roundabout in Bamber
Bridge, you'd be likely to get arrested.
So, onto the start - a former Wind Mill, we
arrived at around 11:30, some other entrants
were already there and many more were
continually arriving. Very soon we were issued
with our roadbook and plaque, and then we
were invited to try Oysters and wine (Julie, is it
worth considering this for the start of the Lanes
Run – possibly not). Now; I've never eaten
Oysters before and to be honest the thought of
it turned my stomach a bit, but, in the words
of my mother, don't say you don't like it until
you've tried it. Well, I've now tried it, it was
very salty and I can say in all honesty, I didn't
really like it. The Oysters were followed by a 3
course sit down meal (again with wine), these
French runs really are very civilised. Finally at
3:00pm, the first of the 48 cars set off on the
MG Club De France Route de l'huitre.

Now; Rosie and I can't even manage pigeon
French, but the morning of the run arrived and
Mick had arranged for the organiser of the run
(Joel) to meet us in the nearest village at 9:30,
the plan was that we would then all make our
way together over to the start of the event
which was approximately 60 miles away.
We would shortly discover that the French are
very easy about time, and don't hold too
much store with time keeping (I know, I can
talk). So several minutes late, Joel and his
happy band of 8 classic car enthusiasts turned
up. They arrived driving 2 MGA's, a TA, 2 TC's
and a TD, a Healey 3000 and a Triumph 3A. I
must say, at first it seemed a little bizarre
seeing the French arriving in these
quintessentially English sports cars. It soon
became very clear that they are all extremely
proud of these cars and almost without
exception, they are total MG nuts.
So off we set on the 60 mile journey to the
start, our convoy now consisting of 10 classic
British sports cars. After we'd been travelling

One of the drivers was clearly an old hack at
this sort of event and he'd cleverly gone round
each of the tables after the meal and he'd
collected all the half drunk bottles of wine
and carefully placed them in a cool box on the
back of his car.
So began the first 62 miles of our run, and it
wasn't long before we came across our first
incident. As we turned a blind corner, several
MG's had pulled up sharply by the side of the
road, ashen faced Frenchmen were staring in
horror at a cool box which had fallen off the
back of a car. As they opened the box, the
sigh of relief was tangible as they discovered

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
that all the wine bottles were still intact, a
potential disaster had been narrowly averted.
We continued onto a car museum where
amongst the Formula 1 cars and motoring
memorabilia, there was also the largest
collection of Harley Davidson Motorbikes in
Europe. From there we made our way to our
hotel and to our second 3 course meal of the
day, I must say, I think the French have the
right idea about food. At the meal I found
myself sitting next to the vice president of the
MG Club De France, only a young bloke about
my age (stop it!) it transpired that he has 8
MG's and had just bought a ninth that he was
waiting to be delivered from America.

Mid day on day 2 saw us having another 2 hr
3 course lunch, (I'm convinced that we could
really learn something from the French), when
we eventually arrived at our hotel at the end
of day 2, we had about 15 minutes to get
changed before we were out once again for
another meal.
Now, next time Bill Ryding tells you he is
going to Spain for a few weeks, don't you
believe him. We've found out that he's
moonlighting in France as a guitarist in a
Shadows tribute band.

Bill played until the early hours, we eventually
got to bed at around 2:00am.
Day 2 and we had 133 miles ahead of us, this
was going to be a challenge, fortunately we
had expert navigator and fluent French
speaker Mick Bamber to fall back on should
we take a wrong turn.

The following morning, I'm not sure how we did
it, but we were up and ready for the off at 8:30
as directed by Joel, unfortunately, it was quickly
becoming apparent that the French have an
attitude all of their own to time. By 9:00 only
24 of the 48 cars had managed to make it to
the start. Another 60 miles today before we
would be served oysters and cockles for lunch.
This event was without doubt the best driving
event I have ever done, the French are a little
bit mad, but none the worse for that.
My only regret was that I was unable to
understand a bloody word they said.
And finally..............

Equally, Mick the mechanic wasn't afraid to get
his hands dirty should someone break down.

I cdnoult blveiee that I cluod aulaclty
uesdnatnrd what I was rdanieg. The
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid,
aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in what oerdr the
ltteres in a word are, the olny iproamtnt tihng is
that the frsit and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae.
The rset can be a taotl mses and you can still
raed it whotuit a pboerlm. This is bcuseae the
huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef,
but the word as a wlohe. Azanmig huh? Yaeh
and I awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt!

Kevin

Editorial
It’s so quiet you could hear a split pin drop, not an animal moves. Suddenly, the
wind changes direction, there is a slight rumbling sound over the horizon and the
ground starts to vibrate: - It’s either that damned volcano erupting again or

BLOODHOUND is coming to town!
Club night, Tuesday 25th May @ 19:30
Canberra Social Club, Bae Systems, Samlesbury. (Off the A59)
Firstly, many thanks to all who tried to help us
out when our A developed problems on the trip
to Formby, especially Elizabeth, Roger, and Ian
who kept us company whilst we awaited
attendance from the AA. We got home at 7 pm,
and having suspected a blown cylinder head
gasket, I took the head off the following day.
There didn’t seem to be any obvious leak,
though there was some water on the piston
tops, probably due to my not draining enough
off to clear the head. Having fitted new gaskets,
and reinstalled the head, I decided to strip the
carbs just to make sure, and found that one of
the rubber top hat grommets that seal the banjo
at the bottom of the bowl on the front unit had
broken up and a piece of it was blocking the
flow of fuel into the bottom of the carburettor –
I have no doubt that this was the problem all
along, and all seems OK now. (‘a little bit of
rubber let me down’, as we used to sing).

If you haven’t booked for the Cockermouth
weekend, there are still some rooms available
– please contact Bill Ryding if you want to go.
The Myerscough College annual show on
Sunday 6th June has been added to the
calendar. It was a great success last year, and
they’re keen to have some of our cars on
show. You’d need to arrive before 10am, and
you won’t be able to leave before 5pm.
Thanks to Graham and Julie for the above.
Finally, here’s a little puzzle that might
encourage members to study the calendar.
E- mail me your answer – there’s a bottle of
something for the first correct one.

Bill B
11th July venue
3rd July venue
29th June event
25th May presentation
19th September event
December event
25th April event
7th/8th August event
June weekend venue

Work out the venue (12,6)

For Sale
MGR V8 1994 P reg: Woodcote Green, Air conditioning,Immobiliser, Just had full
service, new battery, new rear tyres, 12 months MOT, good condition but needs
attention to screen frame and dash veneer.
30400 Miles on the clock, multi CD player, has been regularly serviced by
Cuerden Classics Ltd.
£10,500 ono
01772 627120

Easter Parade Logic Puzzle - Answers
Thank you to everyone who entered the logic puzzle in the March newsletter. Congratulations
go to Janet Bradshaw who was drawn as the lucky winner at the April club night. For those of
you still pondering, here’s the solution!
Driver
Colour of ribbon
Item of clothing
Picnic item
Tess
Iris
Boots
Hot cross buns
Marianne
Primrose
Bonnet
Lancashire cheese
Andy
Limeflower
Muffler
Easter eggs
Kevin
Citron
Shoes
Simnel cake
Ray
Blaze
Hood
Chorley cakes
Elizabeth Schofield

Calendar of Events for 2010
Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 25 May

Bloodhound presentation

19.30

BAe Social Club Samlesbury

Sun 6 Jun

Myerscough College Show

09.30

Myerscough College

25/26/27 Jun

Cockermouth Weekend

TBA

TBA

Tues 29 Jun

Run & SYCO night

20.00

Finish Welcome Tavern

Sat 3 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

12.00

Lostock Hall

Sun 11 Jul

Leighton Hall

09.30

Burlington’s A6

Tue 27 Jul

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Estate

Sat/Sun 7/8 Aug

Northern National

TBA

TBA

Sun 1 Aug

Hellifield Run

09.30

Swallow Hotel, Samlesbury

Tue 31 Aug

Club Run

TBA

TBA

Sat 4 Sep

TVR event / lights switch on

TBA

Blackpool

Sun 19 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

TBA

Tue 28 Sep

Christians Museum Run

TBA

Banks

Tue 26 Oct

Quiz Night

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 4 Dec

Annual Dinner

19.30

Farington Lodge

Other events may be added or details changed during the year.

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Honorary President

Jeff Reid

www.prestonmg.co.uk

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com
Mobile 07730435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Leyland (01772) 424797
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Ray Cohen

Bury (0161) 767 9499
Mobile 07890107531
cohenraymond@tiscali co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz
Cuerden Classics
(club technical consultant)

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Croston (01772) 600964

Accident Repairs etc

