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NEWSLETTER

Bowling competition 2017 enjoyed by all who attended,
and eventually won by Kevin Doran

Paul Heyes

Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
I have very little to write about that is club related, as we have been away on our
annual ski trip, except to say that I heard someone else came top of the leader
board at the bowling night. Hopefully there will be more on that later in the
magazine.
As for our ski trip, we went back to Big Sky in Montana, a resort that we had visited
twice previously. After a 26-hour journey with three flights, an overnight stay in a
hotel, picking up a hire car and then driving to the mountain, we reached Big Sky’s
Meadow Village and apartment that we (Karen) had booked for the two weeks.
We had a spacious and very comfortable top floor apartment with balcony, hot-tub
and BBQ. Top right in the photo with the grey AWD Nissan out front.

The first week it snowed most days and had a temperature during the day of about
19oF, so a little chilly but good skiing conditions.

After a day’s skiing, we could relax in the hot-tub with a few drinks, whilst watching
the sun set and the BBQ warm-up. Who could ask for anything more.

During the stay the temperature warmed up, or should I say became less cold,
reaching highs of around 32oF. Part way through the second week Karen had a day
off so I went out on my own to ski some parts of the mountain that we had not
visited. The day started out OK but was then cut short when descending a steep
mogul field, covered in deep snow my skis went their separate ways causing a hot
tearing sensation in my left knee. Realising that my knee hurt but would take my
weight I slowly made my way back down the mountain to the car and back to the
apartment. After conversations with the insurance company, we set off to the
medical centre to be told my skiing would have to be cut short after tearing the
MCL in my left knee. Luckily, I had a knee brace that I got after a similar injury 17
years ago and so had to take things easy for the next couple of days, but as Karen
had a couple of days’ rest was able to go skiing on our last day.
If the injury wasn’t enough we then encountered flight delays on our return journey
needing a change of routes an overnight stay in Dallas, an extra day to get home and
a further two days for our luggage.
Taking that into account it was a great holiday, I have made an appointment to see
the doctor and hopefully some physiotherapy on the knee and this morning I have
just bought some new ski boots ready for next year.

All we can do now is dream about the mountains and plan for next year.
Announcements / reminders
· March 28th. Guest Speaker – Norman Harris on “The Pacific Coast Highway”
· April 9th.
Club Run & Lunch
rd
· April 23 . Drive it Day (Run & Lunch)
· April 25th. Rocker Box Racing & Paper Plane Flying Night

Well that’s all for now.
Tony

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
I had a big birthday during February, and to celebrate it, Ann & I went to
Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand & Singapore for a month. We joined a cruise
ship in Sydney and sailed to Auckland, calling in at several places on the way. Two
other couples from around Longton joined us, and we all did our own thing until
we met up on the cruise ship on my birthday, the 13th. Outstanding!
During our day visit to Tasmania, we took a short trip of about 30 miles inland
from Hobart, and visited a small town called Richmond. It couldn’t have had more
than 500 residents, but it was great to visit. As I’m walking up the small high
street, what should be parked at the side of the road? Yes – a red MGB Roadster in
very good condition. I hung around to see if the owner would return but after 10
minutes I gave up. I continued on up the high street, bought an ice cream and
returned. Sadly, the car was gone.

I don’t know if you can read the number plate, but it is: 067 MGB with smaller
letters of NSW to the side - New South Wales). Well – it made my day to see it.
-----------------And – a small snipe at a new industry that has become well established now, and
one that is there to solely help the classic car fraternity. The Modification Game –
modern parts for old classic cars. So, when all our own classic cars were new, did
we have a problem with the points, condensers and coils? Cars would do 60,000
miles with few adjustments. But today they need electronic ignition, electric
power steering, uprated suspension & brakes. Yes, that’s just £1200 Sir!
Most classic car owners today also drive a modern car with all the gizmos, so you
then jump into the 50s/60s/70s MG and it feels rough, heavy steering, bumpy
suspension, marginal brakes & candles for headlights. But Hey – hang on. Is that
not the reason why you wanted that car in the first place? The recent one is an
electric water pump. Remove the old one and fit this new electric invention and
see the difference in cooling. That’s only £850 Sir!
It’s all going a bit too far and a bit too expensive, isn’t it?
------------------

There have been some new French regulations introduced – effective from the
16th January 2017, which will be of interest to those who visit France by car.
To reduce air pollution in some cities (Paris, Lyon & Grenoble at the moment) the
French government are introducing a system where all vehicles MUST display a
disc showing the level of pollution that they produce. It seems that if pollution
levels are high that day, vehicles with higher exhaust pollutants will be banned
from designated areas, including car parks. Not surprisingly, this will be enforced
by fines of up to £375 for vehicles not displaying a disc in these zones.
It is easy enough to obtain a disc, and they shouldn’t cost more than £5 – they also
last the life of the vehicle.
If you are planning to take your car to France, better to be safe than sorry. You can
apply for a disc at www.certificat-air.gouv.fr/en
-------------------------There has been some rumours recently about the SORN process that could affect
us all. This stems from an incident where a Slovakian man was knocked off his
ladder by a trailer attached to a tractor in a barn. The tractor and trailer were not
insured. As a result of this accident we may be forced to insure our vehicles on a
continuous basis due to a European Union Court ruling. The DOT is looking into
the matter, but it could mean that all OFF ROAD VEHICLES (yes, that includes
your sit on lawnmower) will need to be insured – could that mean the end of
SORN?
If you have your classic car on SORN over the winter period, do you still have it
insured to cover Fire & Theft? Just a thought.
------------------------I hear that Andy Schultz was knocked off his perch on Bowling Night, by Kevin
Doran. That was a turn up for the book, but I also heard that Andy was so busy
with work he didn’t have time to practice this year.
Tuesday the 28th March is club night, and we have the return of Norman Harris as
Speaker, giving a talk on ‘The Pacific Coast Highway’. Hope to see plenty of
members on the evening.
And the club’s 1st run of the year takes place on Sunday the 9th April, followed up
with lunch. Details will be broadcast nearer the time.
Graham Lockwood is very kindly preparing a run for Drive It Day on the 23rd
April, and through circumstances the Treasure Hunt will take place later in the
year.
The April club night is one to attend. We have our 1st attempt at Rocker Box
Racing, an event which is becoming very popular with car clubs now. We will also
have a paper plane competition, and some members of the MG Car Club will be
joining us on the night. I’m sure you’ll want to attend that one.
All from me – for now.

GODFREY

“THE GOOD OLD DAYS”
Many of our youthful members may believe that the aids for the motorist we now take
for granted are modern developments, but the old timers amongst us know that plenty
were actually around when mg`s were in their heyday in the and 50”s, as you can see.
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MG ENTHUSIASTS CLUB
Calendar of Club Events 2017
The table below gives the dates for the events that we will be running in 2017.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

31st
28th
28th
9th
23rd
25th
14th
30th
23/26th
27th
9th
25th
20th
29th
26th
8th
24th
4th
28th
2nd or 9th
27th

Tue
Tue
Tue
Sun
Sun
Tue
Sun
Tue

AGM
Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start
Club Night - Speaker (Norman Harris)
Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Club Night - 1st Rocker Box & Paper Plane Races
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Autotest - Schultz Palace
NTBHWE - Northumberland
Tue Evening Club Run (details to be advised)
Sun Club Run & Lunch including the Treasure Hunt
Tue Club Night - SYCO
Sun Lancashire Lanes Run
Tue Club Night (details to be advised)
Tue Club Night (Possibly 2nd Rocker Box Race)
Sun Sunday Run & Lunch
Tue Club Night (Rocker Box race or Speaker)
Sat Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Tue Club Night - inc. a Christmas Quiz
Sat Annual Dinner - (Ashton & Lea GC?)
Wed Cold Turkey Run

The table below gives dates for the events that we will visit as a club or may be of interest to members. As it is early
in the year we are still waiting for confirmation of some dates.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Mar

19th

Sun

May

28th

Sun

Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)

Provisional Date

Jun

10th
11th
25th

Sat
Sun
Sun

Barbon Manor Hill Climb - Kirby Lonsdale
Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley

Provisional Date
9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

Jul

1st
2nd
11th
16th
16th
16th
23rd
30th

Sat
Sun
Tue
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
MG Octagon Classic Car Show - Canberra Club
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Lytham Hall Classic Car Show

9.00 meet @ Phantom Winger
Provisional date
Provisional Date
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot
Provisional Date
Provisional Date

Aug

6th
13th
26-28th

Sun
Sun

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Scammonden Dam Hill Climb
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting

Sep

2nd
11th
16/17th
24th

Sat Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm
Mon Fairhaven Classic Car Show (inc participation)
Sat/Sun
Event City Manchester Classic Car Show
Sun Canberra Club meeting - BAE

9.00 meet @ TBA

9.30 Charnock R. Services
Provisional Date

Committee, Contacts and Useful Information
Officers
Chairman Tony Sharples
Tel: 01772 495417 Mobile: 07941 679121
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary Godfrey Dennis
Tel: 01772 640841 Mobile: 07780 682592
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer Mick Bamber
Tel: 01772 321559 Mobile: 07730 435929
mick@mcbamber.com
General Committee
Vice Chairman Kevin Doran
Tel: 01772 877285 Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
Membership - Gordon Mallett
Tel: 01282 429658 Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor - Paul Heyes
Tel: 0161 725 9966 Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Note; All articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e-mail please.
Website Liaison - Neil McLeod
Tel: Mobile: 07921 089680
neil_mcleod2@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Webmaster: Michael Hart
Tel: 01772 725275 Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics (the club’s technical consultant)
Tel: 01772 627120 Mobile: 07817 173158

