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Tales from the workshop
After being carefully stored all winter under ideal conditions, 10 minutes with a bucket of water
and sponge should have the MG ready for the year ahead, although Andy thinks this one may
also need a new tyre for the MOT
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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
When writing the last Chairman’s chat, we were preparing for our annual ski trip,
as I write this we are recovering from the jet lag, 7-hour time difference and a
couple of weeks skiing.
As club activities are fairly quiet at this time of year and there has only been the
ten-pin bowling (which we missed), I have little to write about except our ski trip,
which hopefully will not bore you.
Although skiing is the main activity, enjoying the mountains, good food, occasional
tipple and other winter activities are equally important. During our trip we did as
planned, get to visit Yellowstone National Park and also get to travel in a couple
of unique vehicles. We had the choice of joining a snowmobile or snow-coach
guided tour. Although I would have liked to have a play on the snowmobile the
tours are very controlled and so we opted for the comfort of the snow-coach.

The snow-coaches come in various sizes but ours
was basically a 16 seater “mini-bus” on monster
truck suspension and tyres. Other are adapted
to take “cat tracks” which apparently give good
grip but a very rough and noisy ride.
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The snow-coach drivers also doubled as guides, photographers (hence the photo
below) and had a wealth of knowledge about the geology, history and wildlife of
the park and so could talk about the rock structures, geysers, mud pools, hot
springs and wildlife, many of which we saw even though the day was very windy,
snowing and freezing cold out of the coach.

The conditions did make taking photos a challenge but one for which the new
camera did a decent job of. The three Bison in the photo on the left were some
distance away on the other side of a river and the one on the right was blocking
the road but finally moved to the side allowing us to get past.
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The photo below was again of the other side of the river bank were we spotted a
couple of stag elks.

Which can be better seen below when zooming in.

As well as the Bison and Elk (of which those above were just a few examples) we
saw a Bald Eagle in flight (but I wasn’t quick enough to get a close-up shot) and
various breeds of swan, goose, duck and other water fowl.
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The other unique vehicle that we had a ride in was the snow-cat below which took
us some way up the mountain one evening for a meal in a Yurt. Karen was keen she
got to visit a yurt this year as other plans had fallen through. This visit included
a great meal, sledding, which we did not take part in and fires and torches outside
high in the mountains. A fabulous experience and one we will do again.

As I said at the beginning, enjoying the mountains, good food and having an
occasional tipple are equally important. On another day off from skiing we took
the chairlift to Everett’s 8800 a mountain restaurant to enjoy the sun, scenery,
a 14oz Bison ribeye steak and a little tipple.

Anyway enough of our trip and back to club activities.
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Events
February Tenpin bowling
I believe this was a good night, enjoyed by all, but with no surprises as to who
picked up the trophies. Hopefully there will be more details later in the
Newsletter.
Announcements / reminders
· March 29th Club Night. Guest Speaker
oNorman Harris, on “USA Coast to Coast by Harley-Davidson” Not just a motorcycleorientated presentation, but a travelogue of my solo ride 9000 mile across the USA,
staring with the reason for going, the 100th anniversary celebrations of HarleyDavidson in Milwaukee. The celebrations are a relatively small part of the presentation
which moves on to parts of the USA that the typical visitor to the USA would not see,
like the Meteor Crater, Painted Desert, Route 66 etc.

·
·
·

April 10th Sunday Run. A second attempt of Decembers Cold Turkey Run,
hopefully it won’t be snow bound or flooded.
April 24th Drive it Day and Treasure Hunt.
April 26th Club Night. Including Quiz.

Club Business
In last month’s Newsletter I asked you to let me know if you thought the club
should have a “Facebook” page or club calendar.
So far we have not had any replies but before we make the assumption that there
is no interest we would like to give you a little more time.
It would be greatly appreciated if you could (preferably by e-mail) let myself or
a member of the committee know before the end of March (in time for the next
committee meeting) if you think we should pursue either of these ideas.
That’s all for now and we hope to see many of you at the March club night with
our guest speaker.

Tony
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Secretary’s Scribbles
Some members have asked me if I knew anything about the history of the
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club, and the fact is that having been a
member since 2001 I knew very little. However, I do now have some
information on the club’s formation, which may be of interest to all members.
The club was formed in 1980, and was the result of a chance meeting by two
gentlemen on a local garage forecourt. Those two guys were Ian Storry and
Eric Smith and they both struck up an immediate friendship as they nattered
on about MGs. Ian owned a Magnette and Eric a BGT. During the course of
their conversation comment was made that no club existed in the area to cater
for the needs of local MG owners. Ian was a member of the MG Car Club at
the time and Eric was a member of the MG Owners Club, neither of which had
a local area meeting.
A plan was hatched to form a local area of one of the two big clubs, but try as
did they couldn’t agree which club it was to be – the MGCC or the MGOC. To
compromise, a large number of leaflets were printed (an easy task, as Ian
Storry was a printer) and the boys spent a few nights driving round and
placing them under the wipers of every MG they could find. The idea was to
invite all these MG owners to a meeting at McKenzies pub in Bamber Bridge,
to seek their thoughts on which of the two major clubs should be represented
in the Preston area. (The McKenzie Arms, as it was called, is now demolished,
but stood at No. 319 Station Road. It is just a vacant area of land now, close to
a tyre depot, where cars are often parked)
As Ian & Eric waited at the pub, the car park began to fill up, until eventually it
was completely full. There were MGs everywhere. Somebody started to count
them but gave up at eighty! Inside, the pub was packed out with no one
imagining that so many would turn up. It was put to all who attended to take a
vote on which national club to support in the area, and in the event it was to be
neither of them. The majority wanted a small independent club with a
committee that could be approached on a personal level, unlike the two major
clubs with HQs in the south. This being the case, a committee was formed
with Eric as Chairman and Ian as Secretary.
THE CLUB WAS UP AND RUNNING!
Now – being the first independent MG club in the country, the club expected
some trouble and it wasn’t disappointed. It seemed that the MGOC had got
wind of the club’s existence, and a few weeks later the new club was
embroiled in the middle of a rather bitter battle as the MGOC tried to stop its
independence, seeking it to become one of their area clubs. The impasse
lasted quite some time as letters flew back and forth, and it all ended when the
newly formed club approached BL Heritage and asked for their blessing to run
an independent club, able to use the MG Logo. This was granted on the
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understanding that the club would always remain a non-profit making
organization. Once the club had gained the trust of BL Heritage, then the
MGOC could only back off and leave the new club alone.
Fortunately today, the relationship with the MGOC is very much improved, and
the club is now affiliated with the MGOC as one of its long standing area
clubs.
All very interesting. And as far as I know, we only have the one founder
member remaining in the club, and that man is John Titterington.
Now that Spring has arrived properly, the weather is perfect at the moment,
and indeed looks like staying so for a good week or more. I’ve been out in he
MG for several runs, and its great fun to have top down motoring once again
after the damp miserable doldrums of the last 3 months.
Tony has provided some detail on events coming up, and I’m looking forward
to the club’s first proper outing on Sunday the 10th April, when we will try to
complete the Cold Turkey run, starting from Guys Court on the A6.
---------------------------The other day I was in the local car parts store. A lady came in and asked for
a seven ten cap.
We all looked at each other and one of the service guys asked, "What's a
seven ten cap?" She replied, "You know, it's right on the engine. Mine got lost
somehow and I need a new one."
"What kind of car do you drive?" another guy asked. The lady replied, "I drive
a Ford something or other." We asked her how big is the cap. She made a
circle with her hands about 3 1/2 inches in diameter.
"What does it do?" asked one of the service guys. She replied, "I don't know,
but it's always been there."
One of the guys gave her a note pad and asked her if she could draw a picture
of it. So she made a circle about 3 1/2 inches in diameter and in the center
she wrote 710.
As she was drawing, the guys behind the counter looked at it upside down and
they fell behind the counter laughing their heads off.
(Directions: Draw a circle and write 710 in the centre. Now look at it upside
down.)
Yes – I fell for it too!

GODFREY
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Bowling evening 2016
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As you can see in this photo Andy Schultz appears to be taking it very seriously, although of
course he was the eventual winner !

10

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Club Night - possible evening run

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Autotest - Schultz Palace

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
29th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul
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Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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