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Last months spot the Lancashire lanes run prize went unclaimed, but was actually at the
“wellies cafe” greenlands farm during the 2013 run. This months prize goes to the first to
identify this photo to me at the meeting on 31st march. this photo was from the temporarily
renamed Lancashire lakes run
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PAUL HEYES

Chairman’s Chat
Hi, I don’t have much to report with respect to the club. As you will remember from last month’s
news letter Karen and I have been away to Big Ski - Montana and Jackson Hole - Wyoming skiing
missing the tenpin bowling night.
I could ramble on for ages about the skiing trip, the snow, blue skies and sun but you may not all
be interested. It is sufficient to say that we had a great time, the skiing, food, drink, scenery
were fantastic and the dog sledding was a special treat.
We had a 2 man sled, expertly controlled by a musher and powered by a 14 dog team. The dogs
ranged from an 8 month old apprentice to around a 4 year old veteran who had competed in the
Iditarod and similar races.

When we arrived back in the UK we have had the joys of delayed baggage, the central heating
boiler and computer printer packing up. We have since received our luggage, replaced the boiler
and so now there is just the printer to replace.
As for club matters I believe that the tenpin bowling was a good night and it was good to hear
that with the assistance of Andy and Carole Schultz, Bill Ryding was able to attend.
A couple of nights ago Mick Bamber and I visited Bill mainly to discuss the June weekend trip
but also to catch up on his recovery. It sounds like the leg is now healing well, albeit slowly and
he has started physiotherapy and is to be measured up for a new leg.
OK back to club business, there has been a committee & NTBHW meeting and planning for the
next few months’ events is well underway and will be publicised in the next couple of
Newsletters.
For those wanting to take part in this year’s long weekend trip you will need to complete and
return the booking form (contained within this newsletter) along with the required deposit. This
year’s trip is based in the Palace Hotel Buxton and will have us driving through and visiting
places of interest in the Peak District.
That’s all for now hopefully we will see you at the March club night.
Tony
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Derbyshire Trip 5th to 8th June 2015
Arrangements are well underway for this year’s long (NTBH) weekend extravaganza. The event
consisting of three night’s inclusive accommodation is over the weekend of the 5th to 8th June. The
destination for our extravaganza is in Derbyshire within the beautiful Peak District.
We will be staying at The Palace Hotel in Buxton, provisional bookings have been made and final
numbers need to be confirmed to the hotel very soon.
http://www.thehotelcollection.co.uk/hotels/buxton-palace-hotel-derbyshire/
The trip will cost £255.00 per person, which will cover three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast
along with route book, trips and various refreshments over the weekend.
To be sure of a place, please complete and forward the attached booking form and deposit of £40
per person by the end of March.
For those whose deposit is already paid (from last year’s event), please just send the booking form.
Final payment will be required by Fri 24th April.
Further details of the weekend’s itinerary will be forwarded in May.
Booking form overleaf :-

Est. 1980
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NTBH WEEKEND DERBYSHIRE TRIP 5th to 8th JUNE 2015
Booking form

Christian name
Surname
Address

Postcode
Tele. No.
E-mail
Room preference:-

Single

Twin

Make of car
Model
Year
Reg. No.

Please make cheque's payable to Preston & District MGEC and send to
Bill Ryding
5 Dovecote
Clayton - Le - Woods
CHORLEY PR6 7AY

Or any committee member.
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Double

Secretary’s Scribbles
Well, Spring has just about arrived, and the club activity sparks into life with the
1st run of the season on Sunday the 22nd March. This will start from the car park
of the New Hall Tavern, Cuerden Lane, Preston at 10.30am for an 11.00am
getaway.
Lunch will follow, at about 1pm – venue to be confirmed on the day. Here’s
hoping for a large turnout.
And club night at the Railway on the 31st March will be a ‘Speaker’ night, with
Steve Williams giving a talk on ‘Railways to the Coast’. We have had Steve
before to meetings, and he is very entertaining. 8pm start.
Next up will be another club run on Sunday the 12th April, starting at 10.30am for
11.00am at the car park, B&Q, Bamber Bridge. Lunch will follow at a suitable
venue.
Moving on – Brian & Andrea Gouldthorpe have been working on the treasure
hunt and run for Drive It Day on Sunday the 26th April. This is always a good fun
day out, with plenty of other classic cars on the road supporting Drive It Day.
Then into May we have an evening run on club night organized by Roger
Schofield. See Roger’s article on this in the newsletter.
The club does have some limited stock of club regalia – club caps, a few
fleeces, t-shirts etc. and we have a very good seamstress who will put the club
logo on any garment you present to her. If you do want an article of clothing, do
let a committee member know. And Mick advises again that we have no club
brollies left!
-----------------It was only this month that I got round to removing the what I thought was a
fibreglass binnacle on the offside front headlamp of my RV8, to replace it. It had
many hairline stress cracks on it, and I was aware of these when I bought the
car in 2011. However, the part is obsolete, and Brown & Gammons supply a
fibreglass moulded binnacle which requires adjustment. I managed to buy the
last one they had in stock. But I also managed to buy a 2nd hand original one 6
months ago which was in reasonable condition. In order to get the binnacle off,
the front wheel has to be removed, a large rubber grommet removed, providing
blind access to a ‘nut self tapping screw’ with a socket on an extension bar. It’s
a fiddly job, probably 5 minutes to someone like Andy!
Now – two years ago at the Oulton Park race meeting, I met a guy, in his early
40s, who used to work for TVR in Blackpool. He had a BGT and we got talking
about the cars. He did a degree in automotive design, and now works for a
company in Blackpool called ‘Surface & Design’ who specialise in moulding's
and automotive bodywork, and at the time with no binnacle to hand, he said
they could mould one for me. I took his business card.
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So – I visited their premises last week with the damaged binnacle and the 2nd
hand one I’d bought, hoping that they might be able to repair the damaged
one as well as clean up and spray/lacquer the 2nd hand one. Well, the material
these binnacles were made out of looked like a brittle wood fibre of some sort,
and clearly any cracks were un repairable. The factory premises were the old
TVR Sports preparation premises in Bristol Avenue, near Bispham, inside of
which were about 7 TVRs awaiting work, a large Aston Martin in for a re spray,
and special moulding's all over the place. Very interesting. But sadly for me,
the old binnacle is history, and I should shortly hear how my newly refurbished
one is getting on. I’m hoping to be out on the run on the 22nd.
-------------Now, I’m sure that many members will know Don Dixon very well, and I
regularly see him as he lives fairly close to me. I asked Don recently if he
would mind me doing a short pen picture of his life for members to read – so
with his permission, here goes:
Don was born in 1933 on the land where his house now stands in Sheephill
Lane, New Longton. He went to primary school & senior school in New
Longton, and joined his Dad in agricultural engineering when he first started
work. He did his National Service, and whilst in the Royal Armoured Corps, did
his driving test in a tank, passing successfully 1st time on his 17th birthday. He
did 3 free fall parachute jumps during his time in NS.
Upon return to civilian life, he resumed employment in horticultural
engineering becoming an expert in turf management, travelling up and down
the country visiting and advising golf clubs and sporting venues. His company,
Alan's of Oxford, was situated close to the MG factory in Abingdon, and his
head was turned by the great motors leaving the factory. Don always had a
keen interest in cars, and he bought his 1st car, a bullnose Morris 8 when he
was 23 years old. He then progressed to a split screen Morris Minor, and so
on it went.
His 1st MG was a black 50s TD, and he was into his late 30s by now. Then a
left hand drive red MGA, which now resides in Germany. He followed that with
a black MGB GT, and on to a white MGB Roadster, which many of you will
have seen him drive on club runs in the past.
Don had other skills. His parents sent him to piano lessons with a teacher who
did not put his pupils forward for music exams. He eventually turned to organ
music and went to see a blind organ teacher by the name of John Robinson.
Mr Robinson told him that he was only interested in pupils of Grade 8 standard
or above, and asked Don what sort of music he played. Don mentioned he
had played Mendelsohn and was asked to demonstrate on a grand piano in a
corner of the room. He was clearly up to the task and was taken on.
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Don played the organ until last year, when his fingers began to play up (pardon
the pun) and made flexibility an issue. But he plays at home for pleasure, and
very occasionally officiates at a private function. One of his great memories was
playing to a 1000 people audience in the Royal Albert Hall in the 90s, where he
went with a Welsh male voice choir. Don has also played the mighty Wurlitzer at
the Blackpool Tower Ballroom with his uncle, the very well known late Reginald
Dixon, who was always an influence on him.
And Don told me the funny story of when he was officiating at a crematorium
some years ago. The Registrar was saying a few words to the solemn gathering
of mourners, when suddenly a mobile phone went off, with a ringtone something
like ‘I do like to be beside the seaside’. A few titters were heard amongst the
mourners, and the Registrar respectfully asked for the phone to be switched off.
It continued to ring – and it was then realized that it was coming from inside the
coffin!
It was a BIKERS funeral – the deceased had asked for the phone to ring, for
devilment! The place erupted in laughter, and brought a light hearted end to the
occasion.
Don, now into his 80s, loves to drive, and has been able to retain his licence,
although sadly, his white Roadster was sold last year to a local garage up the
road. His Astra gets him about, and he has no intention of letting his licence go
for many years yet.
Don sends his very best wishes to everyone.

GODFREY
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Reminder, first run of year
Sunday 22nd March 2015
Well, its time to get the old girl out of the garage, throw a bucket of
cold water over her and wipe her down with an oily old rag.

Yes its driving season once again, all those jobs
that we promised we would do over the winter
when we packed her away at the beginning of
October (and have never got round to doing),
well, they can wait until after this run.
We are meeting at the New Hall Tavern, Cuerdale Lane, Preston, PR5
0XA at 10:00am on Sunday 22nd March, where tea/coffee will be
available prior to the start.
Please note - in order to secure use of the New Hall Tavern car park, we
had to assure the landlord that we would each handover the princely
sum of £1.95 for tea/coffee before we set off.
We plan to leave the New Hall Tavern at about 11:00 and the 36 mile
run itself will take around 1 ½ hrs to complete, as it meanders its way
over towards Mellor, Whalley & Langho, through Stoneyhurst, before
heading briefly into the trough, up Jeffrey Hill and eventually back to
Huntleys at Samlesbury for lunch.
There aren’t many loos on route so would suggest that you go before
leaving the starting point.
Be there, or be talked about!!!
Editors comment: P.S. You may want to wash the car whilst your at it!
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Evening run to Formby– 26 May 2015
For those who missed the AGM in January, the Formby run (aka the “Fish ‘n’ Chip’ run) has
returned to the 2015 calendar, and will be run on the evening of 26 May. The calendar of
forthcoming events in the Newsletter lists this as a club night event, so there will be no meeting
at The Railway in Leyland in May.
For new members and those who haven’t taken part in one of these runs before, the idea revolves
around a run of around 30 miles concluding with a take-away picnic (fish & chips, pizza, bring
your own etc.) at the end. For that reason, it is advantageous to start the run in good time so
that there is decent time and enough daylight at the end of the run to eat your picnic, have a
bit of a natter and, if the weather is kind, have a bit of a ‘mooch’ as well! (For that reason, you
might want to bring (a) the obligatory folding chairs; (b) something to drink (wine, juice, a
flask of coffee etc.) and (c) a pair of walking shoes – in case you want to stretch your legs.
The run will start from the car park of Lang's of Longton (formerly the Little Chef) on the A59
on the Southport side of the Much Hoole round-a-bout. I will be there from about 18.30 – in
case anyone wants to get on the road in good time to optimise their time at the end.
The run itself is 31 miles and takes approximately 1¼ hours to complete as it meanders
cross-country via Rufford and Scarisbrick to finish at Formby Point. As you enter Formby,
the route goes past a 24hr Tesco (for loos & petrol) and as you drive through Formby, the route
goes past 2 good fish & chip shops and a good pizza take-away, or for those who are really
hungry, there is a Domino’s pizza take-away about 20 yards off the route; (Tuesday is buy one,
get one free at Domino’s!). The route plan shows where all these places are.
The finish (where you can eat your picnic) is the National Trust
Red Squirrel reserve at Formby Point. The National Trust has
provided several picnic tables and benches (not solely for our
use!), but you might want to pop a couple of folding chairs in
the boot of the car – just in case in turns out to be a sunny
evening and other people have a similar idea! Car parking is
within site of the picnic benches, so, fingers crossed, there
shouldn’t be worries over car security. Formby beach is about
5 minutes’ walk from the picnic benches and there is also a
short ‘squirrel walk’ in amongst the pine trees – again, only a couple of minutes away from
the picnic benches. Now you know why I mentioned walking shoes. The red squirrel
population is pretty strong at the moment, but they tend to be less active towards dusk, so you’ll
need to keep your eyes peeled. Ordinarily, entry to the reserve is £5.50 per car, but after 17.30,
when the National Trust staff ‘clock off’, entry is free. Unfortunately, they lock the loos when
they clock off, hence the importance of Tesco!
The quickest route back to Preston is via Southport and the A565/A59. I have prepared a 2nd
route to get you out of Formby and onto the A565 north of Southport in the shortest possible
time. At that point, you pick up the Preston signs and find your own way home – hopefully
full of dinner.
As a final point, there may be one or two people who fancy joining the picnic at the end without
doing the run. That’s fine. The postcode for your sat nav is L37 1LJ.
All we need is a decent evening.
A word of warning – you might want to come back!
Roger Schofield
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Bowling event 2015
The 2015 bowling evening was an enjoyable event held in Preston in February
The gentlemen's winner being Andy Schultz with a score of 273 , runners up being
Neil Mcleod and Jim Worrell with 245 and 232 respectively
Carol Schultz took the ladies trophy with a score of 236
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 24 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.30

Lakeside Preston

Sun 22 Mar

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

New hall tavern PR5 0XA

Tue 31 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Apr

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Sun 26 Apr

Drive It Day (inc. Treasure Hunt)

10.00

TBA

Tue 28 Apr

Club Night (inc. Quiz)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 May

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Start at Mitton Hall

Tue 26 May

Club Night – Evening Run

1830

Langs of Longton

5/8 June

NTBHWE - Derbyshire

09.30

TBA

Sun 14 Jun

Classic Car Show – Hoghton Tower

10.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Tue 23 Jun

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 28 Jun

Classic Car Show Townley Park

10.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Sat 4 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars)

10.30

Gas Works Rd. Lostock H

Sun 5 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Phantom Winger

Sun 12 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 19 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot Car Park

Tue 28 Jul

Club Night - SYCO

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 9 Aug

Northern National Pateley Bridge

09.30

TBA

Sun 16 Aug

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 23 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Dobbies. Blackpool Road

Tue 25 Aug

Club Night – Evening Run?

19.00

TBA

Sat 12 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services

Sun 13 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show/Lunch

10.30

Ribble Pilot Car Park

Sun 28 Sep

Canberra Club Classic Car Show

11.00

BAE premises, Samlesbury

Tue 29 Sep

Club Night – Annual Quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 11 Oct

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 Oct

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night + Hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 24 Nov

Club Night – Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Ashton & Lea Golf Club

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information

Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07950 659470

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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