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Freddie Whiteley’s new MG3. Looks a stunner in Black & Red!
——————————————
Forthcoming Events
Sun 23rd March - Club Run & Lunch - meet Phantom Winger 10.30am
Tue 25th March—Club Night at the Railway in Leyland - speaker Mick Gradwell - 8pm sharp
Sun 6th April - Club Run & Lunch - meet at Mitton Hall, BB7 9PQ - 10.00am
Sun 27th April - Drive It Day - Club Run & Treasure Hunt
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT - MARCH 2014
At last ―SPRING‖ is upon us and no doubt our little friends will be coming out of their
winter ―onesies‖ and getting the loving care they so much deserve in readiness for the
coming season.
Even Chorley looks pleasing to the eye with its adornment of daffodils, tulips and
roadside spring blossom – isn’t it amazing what mother nature can do with her annual
―lick of paint‖?
Hopefully the horrible floods are at an end and receding (like my hairline) and the remaining surface water is gently making its way down to the sea in the old sewers that
were sufficient when Victoria and Albert had just started their breeding season!
BUT remember that all the drainage problems remain firmly in place and unfortunately so do those who should carry the responsibility for them – mark my words - ―not a
head will roll‖.
AND do bear in mind that the potholes will continue to be permanent residents of our
roads system, so drive very carefully.
___________
The Formula 1 season is back with us from this weekend with the Rolex Australian and
I wait in anticipation to see how the new regulations fit into place.
I will remain amazed until I see the performance of the new 1.6 L 1500 rpm with its energy recovery system together with stored battery energy and only 100kg of fuel per
race!
A 1.6L engine is what you get if you buy a Fiat 500!
Let’s hope that we enjoy a good and safe racing season and witness the welcome return
to Ferrari of Raikkonen who has promised to work in ―perfect harmony‖ with their No
1 driver Alonso.
Perhaps at some future evening meeting we can persuade Andy to fill us in on the mechanical wonders that lie ahead.
____________
A CONFESSION
You may recall that at the Annual Awards presentation there was some embarrassment
in that the Bowling Trophy was not available and I had mistakenly assumed that it remained in the possession of the previous year’s winner (no names no Kevins!).
However on my recent return from Spain, time was of the essence involving bringing
in the holiday travel cases, having a quick bite to eat and getting Lillian’s bowling bag
from a garage shelf and rushing out to be at the Lakeside Bowl for 7:30pm.
On opening the bowling bag there it was, in its little box, unseen for 12 months!
In between times a new Trophy was sourced and duly presented to (Andy) - last year’s
winner with the deserved apologies.
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SO, now we have two Bowling Trophies and at the recent committee there was unanimous agreement that the second one should now and in future be awarded to the winning Lady bowler.
So, Carole - I will bring it along to the next meeting and just in case I forget here is a
picture of it.

______________________
Last Sunday Lillian and I were out checking the planned route for the coming 23rd
March Sunday run and Lunch which is a re-run of last year’s effort which, if you remember was necessarily diverted because of heavy snowfall.
It really is a lovely run and the lunch venue at the Shard Riverside is second to none.
Unfortunately we will not be in attendance as we will be in Llanberis sorting the Saturday and Sunday events for the NTBHWE.
Do come along and meet at the Phantom Winger Preston at 10:30am for coffee and a
chat before departure at 11:30am.
_______________
In closing, and this is not a ―selfie advertisement‖, if you are passing Avant Garden
Centre opposite Leyland Golf Club, call in, have a coffee in the café and you can see 8
pieces of my art work which are on current display with other works by local artists.

BILL
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
What is it with MGs?
The MG6 was not exactly one of the best sellers in the UK, hampered particularly
by the non existent advertising, and the few dealerships dotted throughout the
country. Suddenly, a new model appears, the MG3, and it is selling like hot cakes.
I’ve noticed it advertised in magazines, on the TV, and isn’t the price good? Less
than £10k with leather seats, 5 doors, air con and all the other trimmings to boot.
Gordon’s made more commission in these last 3 months than he’s made in the last
three years! And Freddie Whiteley’s car is on the front page. Gordon’s Dad, Trevor,
has bought one (see his article later) and Paul Heyes has also picked one up. And
all three love them. When you see base Fiestas and Corsas at £12k minimum, the
MG3 has to be a great buy.
Some 15 or so members turned up for the bowling night at the Lakeside last month
making up 3 competing teams. It was clear that several members could not bowl as
well as they drive MGs, as many of the bowling balls seemed to swerve violently
into the gutter on either side of the lane shortly after release. However, it was a
thoroughly enjoyable evening, and Andy the bandit was in fine form again, lifting
the club trophy for another year. I think he might have to bowl with his left hand
next time!

Here we see David Williams about to send a
pile driver down the middle of the lane, and to
the right, Rosie, as she lines up for a certain
strike. And that could be me and my better
half in the background watching Rosie’s technique.
Incidentally, the place was packed. It is quite
amazing that bowling is still a popular social
sport despite a decline in the 80s.
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Club Runs - we have two runs coming up, fairly close to each other. The 1st run takes
place this Sunday, the 23rd March, starting at the Phantom Winger, near the M55
roundabout north of Preston. We should meet there at 10.30am and you can have a
coffee before setting off around 11.15am. The run will finish at the Shard Riverside pub
near Hambleton for lunch at approx. 1pm.
The 2nd run on Sunday the 6th April starts from Mitton Hall, postcode BB7 9PQ. Last
year, on the 1st Sunday of each month between April & September, Mitton Hall held
an event called Supercar Sunday. I’m not sure if they are going to repeat this event
again this year, but if they do, there are likely to be some interesting cars to look at. In
addition (and Gordon this will particularly interest you), they also supplied free bacon
and sausage baps! We should meet about 9.30am to 10.00am to hopefully have a look a
the cars before setting off around 11.00am. The run will head over Pendle and Gisburn
before finishing for lunch at the New Drop Inn, Longridge (then we’ll see if we can
grab coffee and mints at Graham & Julie’s).
GODFREY
___________________
Trevor Mallett writes:
At last my new MG3 has arrived!
It’s something that I have wanted for a long time as I wanted an MG Magnette when I
was younger as one of my friends had one, a ZB Varitone.
I thought that it was wonderful but sadly out of my reach as all I could afford was a
Ford Thames 5cwt van.
However this car is all I could want in an MG, and I am really pleased with it. This is
Gordon handing us the keys on the 8th March 2014.
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I’m sure many of you will remember John Fawcett as a club member for many years
before he passed away some 5 years ago. John went to the 1988 motor show with some
friends, and he wrote a brief article for the club shortly afterwards. It reads as follows:

Sunday, the 23rd October 1987 saw me and some friends off to the motor show at the
NEC. Several of the party, including David Fann, arrived an hour early as they forgot
to turn their clocks back.
We arrived at the NEC just before half past nine and it was soon obvious that we were
in for a very busy and tiring day. In fact, we later found out that around 250,000 people
had been on Sunday, whereas only 45,000 went on the Saturday. This was due to the
fact that it was £6 more expensive on the Sunday!
After looking (or should it have been pushing) around Halls 1,2 and 3, we all grouped
at the Lombard stand for coffee and sandwiches (for all those who have borrowed
money from Lombard, all the party thank Lombard for the delicious food which we devoured whole heartedly). The verdict on the morning’s activities was that there were
just too many people near the popular stands especially the Jaguar, Porsche & Rolls
Royce stands. Whoever had planned the layout should perhaps have separated these
companies. The rest of the talk surrounded which stand had the prettiest girls on.
Most agreed for once that the Rover Group had got it right.
In the afternoon the party visited the Land Rover factory at Solihull where we toured
the test tracks in new Land Rover Counties and Range Rovers.
After another liquid refreshment break, hic, some of the party took new Range Rovers
out on test around the Midlands. These new Range Rovers are certainly superb and
one only needs to see them all parked in the factory car park destined for our American
friends, to see that the Yanks agree with us for once.
After returning to the Motor Show, we again went for some refreshment at the British
Credit Trust stand, which had a bar……… and some female masseurs……..!! Some of
the less informed members of the party only had a few drinks and then went off to see
the cars again, as it was now quieter in the Motor Show (apart from the Jaguar stand).
Others, including myself and David Fann, carried on drinking, hic.hic. Well, it was
free, and there were three dolly birds serving us!
After, we left for home, and No - I wasn’t driving - with all the party agreeing it had
been a marvellous day out, especially at Land Rover. Some of the Motor Show was just
too busy for comfort and more space was needed.
Meanwhile, I’ll have another double Gin & Tonic please!
JOHN FAWCETT
___________________
Don’t forget - Joy Hunter is 50 shortly, and we are all invited to her bash at Adlington
Community Hall, off Railway Road, Adlington this Friday, the 21st March. Ceilidh
band and Swing band entertaining. 7.30pm. I shall be there. Well, I do like irish music!
6

Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 25 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 23 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 25 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 6 Apr

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Mitton Hall, BB7 9PQ

Sun 27 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

TBA

TBA

Tue 29 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 4 May

Lakeland Car Museum, Newby Br.

09.00

Phantom Winger

Sun 11 May

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Tue 27 May

Club Night—evening run

19.30

TBA

6/9th Jun

NTBHWE—Wales

TBA

TBA

Sun 15 Jun

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Sun 22 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 24 Jun

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 29 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

10.00

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sat 5 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

10.30

Gas Works Road, Lostock Hall

Sun 6 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Phantom Winger

Sun 15 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 20 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot car park, Preston

Tue 29 Jul

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 Aug

Northern National—Pateley Bridge

09.30

TBA

Sun 17 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Tue 26 Aug

Club Night evening run

19.00

TBA

Sun 31 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

TBA

Sat 6 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sun 9 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch 10.00

Ribble Pilot car park

Tue 30 Sep

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Tue 21 Oct

Club Night—Speaker

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 25 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Possibly the Railway

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william.wryding@virginmedia.com

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
Kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Paul Heyes

Tel: 01257 472262
Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Highbank, 9 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston PR4 5ZJ
Tel: 01772 640841
Mobile: 07780 682592

All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com
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