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Lancashire Lanes Coastal Run
10th Anniversary
Sunday 19th September 2010
£22.50 per car based on 2 occupants

Please send SAE for entry
forms to Rosie Doran
51 Cuerdale Lane, Walton-leDale, Preston. PR5 4BP
Telephone 01772 877285
or see www.prestonmg.co.uk

Chairman’s Chat
The coldest winter for the last 30 years
continues without letup. The Global Warming
and Climate Change conspiracy appears less
hesitant in its output despite the failure of the
very costly Copenhagen “jolly” and the
embarrassing contribution by the University of
East Anglia Climatic Research Unit

unending battering of the pins and it was
amazing how so many remained upright and
in their original positions.
But in the end in spite of guide rails being
used and some damage to the mechanism of
lane 19 (brute force Bamber!) a clear winner
was declared.

Some points to bear in mind as motoring
enthusiasts and Classic owners as to how each
of us are already contributing to the financing
of the intended 26% reduction of carbon
emissions by 2020 all of which are affecting
us now.

So in reverse order the results4 Andy Schultz
245pts
3 Kevin Doran
259pts
2 Gordon Mallett
281pts
And the outright winner and Trophy Holder
for 2010 –
No.1 David Reeves with an amazing 357
POINTS

1 As the owner of a Classic you are
considered to be contributing excessive and
unwanted CO2 emissions – hints are already
established by both National and Local
Government as to how the ownership or
use of such vehicles may be controlled or
limited.
2 As a motorcar owner and fuel purchaser
you are committed by the fuel duty
escalator to a current burden of 54p/litre
increasing by 10%each year and every year
thro 2020.
3 Unfortunately the vehicle scrappage
scheme has reduced the stock of Classics
considerably but do bear in mind that
those remaining will eventually command a
higher value because of their increased
rarity . (an ill wind ?)
Sorry for this moment of depression, but I
remember well the attempts in the seventies
to fund the predictions arising from the
“Calamitous Effects of Global Cooling”.
Maybe Al Gore and his “An inconvenient
truth” never got involved or considered this.
Yes you guessed – I am a “denier”.
We can do something about it:
Sunday 25th April our Club and lots of other
Car Clubs throughout the country will be
taking part in the “DRIVE IT” day, ours will be
in the form of the annual St Georges Day run
includingTreasure Hunt and Lunch –bags of
support please- see details in newsletter.
Right with that off my mind what a wonderful
turn out for the Ten Pin Bowling at Lakeside.
Three lanes of five bowlers – 15 members
demonstrated their various skills in a ninety
minute battle to compete for the much
coveted trophy which has been closely
guarded by Andy Schultz for some time.
Highly developed skills as a result of several
minutes of intense practise became apparent
as bowl after bowl served a severe and

Congratulations to David and seriously it was a
good laugh-good fun and a good club night.
I am sure that we are all aware of the
increasing popularity in recent years of
relatives marking the location of fatal road
traffic accidents involving loved ones by
attaching bouquets of flowers to adjacent
lamp posts/telegraph poles etc and in many
cases with continuing replacements for long
periods of time.
Many Local Authorities, although having
sympathy with the situation consider the
displays to be a distraction to other road users
and in some instances have offered to fund, at
public expense a small memorial garden so
that those who so wish may continue with the
upkeep of their floral tributes in a reserved
space set aside for that purpose.
I am pretty sure that the original lamp-posting
of floral tributes and yellow ribbons originated
in the US and like many other things found its
way across “the pond”.
So beware- just a couple of weeks ago we
visited New Orleans and were surprised if not
amazed to see what is presumably the
updated version painted on the footpath
adjacent to the Hotel – and this was
someone’s pet!
Maybe the outlook
is favourable for a
collective of
pavement artists,
even Banksy on the
flat or a 21st
century “still life”
movement – the
mind boggles!never seen a blue
dog though!

Bill Ryding

Secretary's Scribbles
Hmmm where to begin this month, I recently
returned from a week’s holiday and was
completely broke, I mean chilled out until I
opened my e’mails and listened to all my
telephone messages from the numerous local
car clubs enquiring about the Richard Noble
talk – suddenly I've never been so popular. I
think that this is a real coup for our club, and
we’re very fortunate to have someone
(Graham) so closely associated with
Bloodhound. Not surprisingly, it is attracting a
lot of interest from other local clubs. See
Graham’s article on the event later in this
newsletter.
The other interesting aspect of the month
concerns the request from Top Gear for us to
provide a Midget, MGB and MGA for a static
display at the former TVR factory in Bispham.
Once again I apologise if you put your
name/car forward but were ultimately not
successful - all of a sudden I've never been so
unpopular – such is life.
At the time of writing, details for the day are
a little sketchy, as the Top Gear people are
reluctant to disclose too much information
about what they are planning. It is perhaps
understandable that they prefer to keep their
powder dry, however, it would appear that
they are doing a feature on Classic British
Sports Cars, the three presenters are
apparently driving “something” across country
(you can make your own assumptions about
what that might be) but they are finishing at
the former TVR factory where there will be a
static display of around 30 Classic British
Sports Cars.
I understand that if you want to join the
audience at a screening of Top Gear, there is
presently a waiting list of around 2½ years.
As I had the opportunity to talk to someone
associated with the programme, and more
importantly, someone who was asking for a
favour from us, I reasoned that I was in a
reasonably strong bargaining position. This
being the case, I thought that there may not
be a better time to take the bull by the horns
and ask if there was any chance of a couple of
tickets that we could auction off at our annual
Lancashire Lanes Run in order to raise
additional funds for charity. Unfortunately, I
was told that the BBC are not allowed to give
these sorts of things away, particularly if we
were then going to try and auction the tickets
(even if it is to raise money for a local
Hospice) - never mind, you can’t blame me for

trying. What they did say was that they
would try and sort out some signed
photo’s/posters etc that we may be able to
make use of.
You may recall that last July several of our
members took their cars over to Ireland for a
week’s camping/caravanning and general
relaxation. Well on 14 Aug this year, several
members are once again taking themselves
off, this time to Bala in Wales. We are
booking onto the Pen Y Bont campsite tel
01678 520549
see www.penybont-bala.co.uk with either
caravans, motorhomes or tents (depending on
your pocket/preference) for anything from a
few days up to a week. Don’t worry if you
were unable to go last year, this isn’t a club
organised event, we will be taking canoes,
dinghys and bikes and for those of you with
4x4’s there is an opportunity to go Green
Laning on the Sunday. If you fancy the idea
of getting away from it all during the day and
relaxing each evening with a few bottles of
wine and some great banter, you will need to
contact the site and book yourselves.
Be there or be talked about!!!
Please note, if you do contact the site, try not
to mention that you are in a group as they
don't like them. If you think you might be
interested and want more information, speak
to either Andy, Graham or Kevin.

Now what's coming up:30th March - Betty Norwood and Roger Blaxall
have kindly agreed to give us a presentation
on what it was like to drive police MGA's &
MGB's - I have no doubt that this is going to
be fascinating. (See Roger’s article further
within the newsletter). I honestly think that
this event is going to sell itself, so get
yourselves down early to grab a good seat.
25th April – St Georges Day and Treasure Hunt
combined. This is the first proper run of the
year for the majority of us (from a personal
point of view, I need to get my car through it's
MOT before then) so get that oily rag out
once again and give the old girl another rub
down.
27th April – Quick Quiz. Come and ave a go if
you think you can beat Alan Fowler and his
posse.

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
And finally......
Alaskan Christmas Party
Mike had been in business for 25 years and
was finally sick of the stress.
He quit his job and bought 50 acres of land in
Alaska as far from humanity as possible.
He saw the postman once a week and got
groceries once a month.
Otherwise, it's total peace and quiet.
After six months or so of almost total
isolation, someone knocked on his door.
He opened it and there is a huge, bearded
man standing there.
"Name's Lars, your neighbour, from forty miles
up the road.
Having a Christmas party Friday night ...
thought you might like to come ... about
5:00.
"Great," says Mike, "after six months out here
I'm ready to meet some local folks.
Thank you!"

As Lars is leaving, he stops. "Gotta warn you
... There's gonna be some drinkin'."
"Not a problem," says Mike. "After 25 years in
business, I can drink with the best of 'em."
Again, as he starts to leave, Lars stops. "More
'n likely gonna be some fightin' too."
Mike says, "Well, I get along with people, I'll
be alright. I'll be there. Thanks again."
Once again Lars turns from the door. "More 'n
likely be some wild sex, too."
"Now that's really not a problem," says Mike,
warming to the idea.
“I’ve been all alone for 6 months! I'll definitely
be there. By the way, what should I wear?”
Lars stops in the door again and says,
“Whatever you want. Just gonna be the two
of us!”

Kevin

Calendar of Events for 2010
Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tues 30 Mar

Guest Speaker (Police MG’s)

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sun 25 Apr

St Georges Day Run / Treasure Hunt

09.30

Burlington’s Broughton A6

Tues 27 Apr

Kwik Kwiz

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Mon 3 May

Formby Show

TBA

Duke St car park, Formby

Sun 9 May

Cholmondley Castle

09.30

Charnock Richard M6 Services

Sun 16 May

Cold Turkey (reheated) Run
and 30th Anniversary Lunch

10.00

Guys Thatched Hamlet
Hastings Pub, Lytham

Tue 25 May

Bloodhound presentation

19.30

BAe Social Club Samlesbury

4/5/6 Jun

Cockermouth Weekend

TBA

TBA

Tues 29 Jun

Run & SYCO night

20.00

Finish Welcome Tavern

Sat 3 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

12.00

Lostock Hall

Sun 11 Jul

Leighton Hall

09.30

Burlington’s A6

Tue 27 Jul

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Estate

Sat/Sun 7/8 Aug

Northern National

TBA

TBA

Tue 31 Aug

Club Run

TBA

TBA

Sat 4 Sep

TVR event / lights switch on

TBA

Blackpool

Sun 19 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

TBA

Tue 28 Sep

Christians Museum Run

TBA

Banks

Sat 4 Dec

Annual Dinner

19.30

Farington Lodge

Other events may be added or details changed during the year.

Sunday 25th April 2010
including
Annual Treasure Hunt (new and novel venture)
and
Traditional Sunday Lunch

Start

Burlington’s car park Broughton crossroads A6
9.30am

Route Two Teams

Testosterone
Tortoise

Leader and pacemaker
Andy Schultz
Leader and pacemaker
Alan Fowler

Coffee Stop

The Stork Hotel Conder Green

Treasure hunt

Commences from Public Car Park in centre of
Lancaster - duration approx 90 minutes. On
completion re assemble in your dedicated teams for
short drive to Lunch stop.

Lunch

Approx 2.00pm Lancaster House Hotel Ellel near
the university on the A6

Cost

£15.00 per person includes morning coffee and
choice of two lunch courses (starter/carvery or
carvery/ sweet)

It would be of great help if those attending could let any committee
member know so that dining numbers can be advanced to the Hotel.

Bill Ryding

P&D MGEC Easter Parade

4. The driver of the car with
the citron ribbon, who
wasn’t Ray, baked a Simnel
cake to take along.

Simnel Cake

Easter Eggs

Muffler
Boots
Hood

Shoes

Bonnet

3. Andy took Easter eggs but
he didn’t think he’d need to
take a hood.

Blaze
Limeflower
Citron

Primrose

2. Marianne took a bonnet but
her car didn’t wear a citron
ribbon.

Iris

1. Tess’ car had an iris ribbon.
She didn’t take Lancashire
cheese to the picnic.

Hot cross buns
Chorley cakes
Lancashire cheese

Five members of P&D MGEC decided to take their cars out for a spin at Easter and to
round off the run with an Easter Parade and picnic. Can you say which coloured ribbon
they each chose to dress their car with, what food they took to the picnic and which
additional item of clothing they took in case of inclement weather?

Tess
Marianne
Andy
Kevin
Ray
Easter Eggs
Simnel Cake

5. The person who decided to
take a hood put a blaze
ribbon on their car, but they
didn’t take the Lancashire
cheese.

Hot cross buns
Chorley cakes
Lancashire cheese
Bonnet
Shoes

6. The woman who took hot
cross buns also took a pair
of boots.
7. One of the men tied a
limeflower ribbon onto his
car.
8. Kevin didn’t take a muffler,
and he wasn’t the man who
took Chorley cakes.

Muffler
Boots
Hood

Tips: the introduction sets the scene. Use the chart to record
information from the clues. Enter an x for a definite 'no' and a tick to
show a 'yes'. This will help to narrow down the possibilities and may
eliminate alternatives to provide new information. Return to the clues in
the light of new facts to uncover more positive/negative information.
Also, as an example only, if the clues say that neither Ray nor the iris
car took easter eggs, it means that Ray did not take eggs and the iris car
did not take eggs, and that Ray did not drive the iris car.

Answer chart submitted by: ……………………………………………………..……………………………..
Driver

Colour of ribbon

Item of clothing

Picnic item

Tess
Marianne
Andy
Kevin
Ray
Please send your name and completed answer chart to: Elizabeth Schofield, 5 St Peters Avenue, Formby,
Merseyside L37 1NE, to arrive by 23 April. The winner will be announced at the April Club Meeting.

The Bloodhound Project.
An Engineering Adventure

Date:
Location:
Time:

Tuesday 25th May 2010.
Canberra Club, BAe Systems, Salmesbury, Preston.
19:30 for 20:00 hours

So…. Why is the BloodhoundSSC coming to Preston? A good question.
I’ve been a member of the Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club now for over 10 years and
during this time it has become apprarent to me that to win a trophy you need to either be the
best Ten Pin Bowler, which I’m not, be the best Autotest driver, which I’m not, be very good at
seeking out treasure which I’m not, or be the best at pub quizzes,which, you guessed it, I’m not.
This really only leaves the SYCO trophy and whilst Dizzy is my pride and joy, she’ll never win the
SYCO night. You need something special like a “Y” Type or a MG TA or even dare I say a MG RV8,
which I haven’t got. What I DO HAVE however, is access to a very very special car. A car so
special that it’s bound to win the SYCO Night Trophy. With this Dick Dastardly plot in mind I
arranged to bring BLOODHOUNDSSC to the Preston & Districts MG Enthusiasts Club on the May
club night, traditionally SYCO Night. Great, that’s that Trophy in the bag. All I need to do now is
wangle my way onto Alan Fowler’s quiz team, turn into a pirate stealing all the treasure and
2010 could be a good year. What could possibly go wrong?
It now transpires that the BLOODHOUNDSSC presentation will be held on 25th May whilst the
SYCO Night has been moved back to 29th June. So no SYCO Trophy, Alan’s already got his possie
and Johnny Depp looks far better dressed as a pirate than I do. Next time I see a couple of
magpies, I’m going to shoot ‘em.
So back to 25th May, have I told you that I’m bringing the World’s Fastest Car to the club night?
BloodhoundSSC is still in the process of its final design so technically BLOODHOUNDSSC doesn’t
exist yet, but we do have the full size show car available. We have Richard Noble coming to give
a presentation and answer all these questions you’ll have, like, Why?, Where? When? How
much? and what are the winning numbers for next weeks lotto? We’ll have the EJ200 jet engine
which is used to power the car up to 350 mph. We’ll have the Falcon Rocket and its designer,
Daniel Jubb, to explain how this engine will push the car to over 1000 mph. We’ll have the V12
MCT race engine which is used as a fuel pump.
We’ll also have loads of other stuff for you to look at, drool over and even purchase. After all,
we do have an enormous £12 million to find in order to build and run the car. We’ll even be able
to show you who the competetion is and yes there are some other cars out there capable of
breaking the current World Land Speed Record, but foremost we’ll be able to explain the 1000
mile per hour objective;

The Bloodhound Project. An Engineering Adventure cont...
The project has 4 prime objectives
1;
2;
3;
4;

To
To
To
To

inspire a next generation of engineers
provide an iconic programme with student access
reach 1000mph
generate substantial publicity and awareness for our sponsors.

If we fail to reach 1000mph then we will have failed objective 3.
What is it like to travel at supersonic speeds/1000mph?
Mach 1.4 is at the outset an incredibly demanding programme, the more so because it is 40%
faster than the ThrustSSC record. In short we don’t know how much more difficult it will turn
out to be because there is no experience. Mach 1 was an incredible achievement and an iconic
one because it was judged impossible – once we get to grips with operating the
BLOODHOUNDSSC, we’ll all be able to make a judgement. My guess is that it will turn out to be
a lot harder - and the decision making in years 2010 and beyond will be very difficult indeed but that’s pioneering for you.
We are going to find out the hard way ……. In the mean time we look forward to seeing you in
May. There is no fee for entry, looking or touching. There is a bar at the Canberra Club and I
believe that food will be available at a price. There will also be a raffle to raise funds for the
BLOODHOUND Project and other merchandise will be available for you to purchase. So put the
date in your diary, bring some cash and enjoy the ride… sorry experience. The driver’s seat has
already been allocated to Andy Green

Graham Lockwood

Good Evening Sir...
Timing is everything! What's the secret of a
telling a good joke? Timing! What about
trying to get your engine to run properly if the
timing isn't right? Answer: it won't.
Well here's another bit of good timing. This
month's cover of 'Enjoying MG' features a 1947
ex-police MGTC still in police livery. Turn to
page 62 of the same magazine and read Lune
& Wyre's monthly update; Graham Bracegirdle
reports that their Treasurer has just acquired a
1959 ex-Lancashire Constabulary MGA.
And what have we got for you as the March
guest speaker(s)? Answer: Roger Blaxall (who
worked as a Press Officer firstly with Greater
Manchester Police and latterly with Lancashire
Constabulary and who has an encyclopaedic
knowledge of MGs) supported by Bettie

Norwood who was a 'pioneer' woman police
officer with Lancashire Constabulary; (things
were very different for women when Bettie
joined the police), who, during her time as a
police officer drove a variety of police MGs plus a great many other vehicles as well – see
photos..
This 'talk' is likely to be a fascinating
recollection of memories from both Roger and
Bettie and let's face it, if we weren't into
nostalgia, we wouldn't drive MGs in the first
place.
Miss it and you might just find your collar
being felt!

Roger Schofield

CAR FOR SALE
MGR V8 1994 P reg: Woodcote Green, Air conditioning, Immobiliser, Just had
full service, new battery, new rear tyres, 12 months MOT, good condition but
needs attention to screen frame and dash veneer.
30400 Miles on the clock, multi CD player, has been regularly serviced by
Cuerden Classics Ltd.
£10,500 ono
01772 627120
Andy
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Jeff Reid

www.prestonmg.co.uk

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
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Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com
Mobile 07730435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett
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Alan Fowler
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alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk
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Mobile 07890107531
cohenraymond@tiscali co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
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Cuerden Classics
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Preston (01772) 627120
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John Ashworth

Croston (01772) 600964
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