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Chairman's Chat
I’m sure you’ll have noticed that summer is on the way and that it’s time to bring out the MG for those of
you who garage their pride and joy over the winter months. This year Julie and I won’t be joining you in
GVU281V due to the catastrophic failure of the MG’s engine. However for those of you who remember
the seventies, in the words of Oscar Goldman, (with a few amendments), Graham’s MG, a car barely alive,
we have the technology, we can rebuild it. I just hope that even allowing for inflation, it doesn’t cost six
million dollars. The plan is to install a new 1950cc cross flow engine with a number of other race
modifications. As I have been invited to get involved in the latest World Land Speed Record Attempt by
the British, I am hoping for a few tips and advice from the technicians and perhaps some spare parts from
the Bloodhound Supersonic Car to enable my MGB to keep up with Andy Schultz’s new MGB V8.
In the meantime, for the members with MG’s, now is a good time to start planning for the summer
months. If like me you’re struggling to find something appropriate to wear whilst out driving your MG,
the “Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club” do provide a wonderful line in Tee Shirts, Polo Shirts, and
Rugby tops, Fleece, Baseball Caps and even some rather fashionable Club Ties. If you are looking to add to
your wardrobe, please complete the form below along with a cheque to cover the costs and I can start to
place an order for the club regalia.

Club Regalia
Description

Name ....................................................................................

Model No.

X Small

Small

Medium

Large

X Large

XX Large

Price

V Neck “T” Shirt

SS72

Ladies

£11.00

Sleeveless “T” Shirt

H704

Ladies

£8.00

“T” Shirt

ZT180

Unisex

£8.00

Polo Shirt

538

Unisex

£13.00

Rugby Shirt

FR1

Unisex

£21.00

Fleece

870M

Unisex

£23.00

Baseball Cap

4200

Unisex

£7.00

If you are interested in any of the club clothing please fill in the attached form above (Please insert
quantity required in the box) and pass it on to a member of the committee. The full cost of the order will
need to be paid to the club before an order is placed. (Large orders may enable us to reduce the prices
due to bulk discounts).
Don’t forget to put your name on the order form!
All “T” shirts are white with green embroidered badge; all other items are green with a white embroidered
badge.
Now that we’ve got you all dressed up, you’ll want to go out so, to avoid P&D MGEC ordering too many
tickets for the summer events, can you please let any committee member know which events you would
like to attend. The Tickets for Cholmondoley Castle on 10th May and Leighton Hall on 12th July are £2.50
per car. The Myerscough Show and Lostock Hall are FREE and the MG Northern National is £5.00 per
person. These are the shows that the club will be putting on the club stand for those attending. If any
member wishes to attend any other show, again, please let a committee member know. We may be able
to get the tickets for you cheaper than you would pay at the entrance on the day.
Did You Know?
The first Automatic Traffic Lights in Great Britain began operating at Prince Square crossroads in
Wolverhampton. Rumour has it; they are still stuck on red.
Bye for now

Graham

Secretary's Scribbles
At the beginning of February Rosie and I received
an invite to a family christening that was going to
take place down in Bournemouth. I didn’t
particularly fancy a 600 mile round trip but before
I’d had chance to register my objections, Rosie had
accepted on our behalf. No sooner had she
accepted than we were asked if we would have
room to also take 85yr old grandma with us,
….well, we could hardly say no.
My daily drive at the moment is a 12 month old
Mondeo. I’m lucky enough to have a company car
(couldn’t afford it if I’d had to pay for it myself), it's
got all the twiddly bits, rain sensitive wipers, light
sensitive headlights etc, however, all the toys in the
world won’t prevent it getting bashed if someone
has a momentary loss of concentration, and that’s
what happened to mine a few weeks ago.
So, after reporting the accident and arranging for
a courtesy car to be delivered while my car was
being repaired, a mechanic duly turned up to
collect my car last Tuesday. It wasn’t until my car
was being driven away that the realisation struck
that I was due to go down to Bournemouth in the
next 4 days. I had a 600 mile journey to do and
my 2.0 ltr Mondeo Ghia had been swapped for a
……..wait for it
A 1.2 ltr Nissan Micra.
I had visions of being stuck in the inside lane of
the motorway doing 55mph for 6 hrs, with granny
in the back asking if I could turn the radio down.
This was going to be a nightmare, I opened the
boot, I’ve seen bigger shoe boxes, where were we
going to put everything?

zipped along quite nicely. We could barely hear the
engine as we raced along and looking down at the
trip computer we were averaging 50 mpg,
unbelievable. The only problem we encountered
was when 3hrs into the trip, we arrived at a service
station and granny (who’d had her knees around
her chin in the back) was complaining that she was
unable to feel her legs. Eventually we managed to
pull her out of the back and held her up until she
regained some feelings in her legs.
I have to admit, by the end of the journey I'd
begun to quite like the little Micra. Space was
admittedly an issue, but it was as quiet as a mouse
and when compared to my MG, it seemed to run
on fresh air.
Conservatory Update – well where do I start? Since
Bodge It and Leggit initially claimed that they had
finished the job, they have been back to try and
find the various leaks 12 times. Rosie says that
Saturdays wouldn't be Saturdays if we didn't see
Dennis (tea milk no sugar) and John (coffee milk 1
sugar). Fortunately we have withheld 25% of the
total cost of the job until we're satisfied that it is all
as is should be – as time goes on it's looking
increasingly unlikely that they are ever going to see
that money. So once again if you are thinking
about having either a Conservatory or an Orangery
built by a Blackpool based company that advertises
extensively in the local press, let me know and I'll
tell you which one you should avoid, unless of
course you want to spend your Saturdays not going
out while Dennis and John tut and sigh and try and
work out where the leaks might be coming from.
So, what's coming up:-

The first job on Wednesday morning was to ring the
garage, “Bob, you collected my car yesterday, reg
dah did dah di dah, I have to go to Bournemouth
this weekend, is it at all possible that it might be
ready for collection last thing on Friday night..…
fingers crossed, I waited while Bob sifted through
some paperwork.

31st March, our annual Ten Pin Bowling evening,
come and have a go if you think you can beat
Andy Shultz. We meet around 8:00 for a drink and
natter before starting our games. We've booked
several lanes for our exclusive use, the plan is to
have 2 games each at a cost of £2.00 per person
per game.

“Sorry Sir, the new parts haven’t even arrived yet,
looks like it’s going to be Tuesday at the earliest”
Great!!!

5th April – The first of this year’s Sunday Runs.
We are meeting at Morrison's (Supermarket)
Restaurant on Preston Docks at 10:15 for coffee
and toasted teacake, before setting off over
towards Glasson Docks (bring some money for the
toll). If you like Kippers, we'll be passing the
famous Smoke House. We've found a lovely
country pub for lunch, so get the old girl wiped
down and come and give the car a run out.
Remember, be there or be talked about!!.

So Saturday duly arrived, and after squeezing
everything into the back (including granny) off we
set.
Well, I have to admit, I was pleasantly surprised,
very surprised in fact. The car got up to 75mph and

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
26th April – St Georges Day (Drive it Day), one or
two of you have been asking about this. No doubt
Graham will provide you with more information
about it in the next newsletter, but the plan is to
meet at the Sagar Indian Restaurant, Clayton Brook
at 1:00pm. From there, Graham has organised a
run of around 45 miles, finishing back at the Sagar
(Curry House) for an Indian, now you cant get much
more traditional on St Georges Day than that.
And Finally.........
this is one that Roger sent, it made me chuckle so I
thought I'd include it
The next time you feel frustrated by
bureaucratic nonsense, read this and relax ...
The Price of Stupidity
What a world? (country Australia NSW)...
On Thursday, 24 January 2002, Derek Guille
broadcast this story on his afternoon program on
ABC radio.
In March, 1999, a man living in Kandos (near
Mudgee in NSW) received a bill for his as yet
unused gas line stating that he owed $0.00. He
ignored it and threw it away. In April he received
another bill and threw that one away too.
The following month the gas company sent him a
very nasty note stating they were going to cancel his
gas line if he didn't send them $0.00 by return mail.
He called them, talked to them, and they said it was
a computer error and they would take care of it.

Finally, giving in, he thought he would beat the
company at their own game and mailed them a
cheque for $0.00. The computer duly processed his
account and returned a statement to the effect
that he now owed the gas company nothing at all.
A week later, the manager of the Mudgee branch
of the Westpac Banking Corporation called our
hapless friend and asked him what he was doing
writing a cheque for $0.00. After a lengthy
explanation, the bank manager replied that the
$0.00 cheque had caused their cheque processing
software to fail. The bank could therefore not
process ANY cheques they had received from ANY
of their customers that day because the cheque for
$0.00 had caused the computer to crash.
The following month the man received a letter
from the gas company claiming that his cheque
has bounced and that he now owed them $0.00
and unless he sent a cheque by return mail they
would take immediate steps to recover the debt.
At this point, the man decided to file a debt
harassment claim against the gas company. It took
him nearly 2 hours to convince the clerks at the
local courthouse that he was not joking. They
subsequently assisted him in the drafting of
statements which were considered substantive
evidence of the aggravation and difficulties he had
been forced to endure during this debacle.
The matter was heard in the Magistrate's Court in
Mudgee and the outcome was this:
The gas company was ordered to:

The following month he decided that it was about
time that he tried out the troublesome gas line
figuring that if there as usage on the account it
would put an end to this ridiculous predicament.
However, when he went to use the gas, it had
been cut off. He called the gas company who
apologised for the computer error once again and
said that they would take care of it.
The next day he got a bill for $0.00 stating that
payment was now overdue.
Assuming that having spoken to them the previous
day the latest bill was yet another mistake, he
ignored it, trusting that the company would be as
good as their word and sort the problem out.

[1] Immediately rectify their computerised
accounts system or show cause, within 10 days,
why the matter should not be referred to a higher
court for consideration under company law.
[2] Pay the bank dishonour fees incurred by the
man.
[3] Pay the bank dishonour fees incurred by all the
Westpac clients whose cheques had been bounced
on the day our friend's had been.
[4] Pay the claimant's court costs; and
[5] Pay the claimant a total of $1500 per month
for the 5 month period March to July inclusive as
compensation for the aggravation they had caused
their client to suffer.
And all this over $0.00.

The next month he got a bill for $0.00. This bill
also stated that he had 10 days to pay his account
or the company would have to take steps to
recover the debt.

Kevin

Lancashire Lanes Update (3)
Advertising and planning for the Lanes Run is now
in full swing. Application forms can now be
downloaded from our Website, the Run will be
advertised in Enjoying MG from the end of this
month, an entry form was published in last
month’s newsletter (and it will re-appear in next
month’s), and our fellow enthusiasts in the other
North West clubs have agreed to promote our run
to their members through their own newsletters
and at their meetings.
The ‘quid pro quo’ for this was that we would
promote their runs to our members through our
newsletter, so elsewhere in this newsletter; you will
find entry forms for the Cheshire Romp and the
Black Pudding Run. (And Bill Bradshaw circulated
details of the Pendle Run earlier this month via
e:mail.) Why not put your name down for one of
these runs – but only after you’ve completed your
Lanes Run entry form!
I have decided to enter both the Cheshire Romp
and the Black Pudding Run this year and, having
spoken to some of the Area Secretaries for our
neighbouring clubs, it comes as no surprise to learn
that we have already received entry forms from
members in Lune & Wyre and South Manchester
MGOCs.
So what’s next? Well firstly, for those who intend
entering, we want you to fill in you’re your entry

forms and ‘cross’ Rosie Doran’s palm with silver, as
soon as possible to make sure that your place on
this year’s run is assured.
Secondly, for those who aren’t planning to enter
but still want to be involved in what promises to be
a very good day, we need volunteers to sell raffle
tickets and act as marshals. Ian Thomson is
organising this aspect of the run, so if you’re not
entering – why not have a word with Ian (before he
has a word with you)?
Thirdly, raffle prizes. Irrespective of how you plan
to get involved, please will you donate a raffle
prize? All profits from the run will go to our
nominated Charity, St Catherine’s, so you will be
supporting a very worthwhile cause. Raffle prizes
don’t need to be hugely expensive, but please don’t
offer ‘the old vase’ that you’ve never liked! Think:
“would I be happy to win this?” If you would –
great! If you wouldn’t, then donate something
else. Again, see Ian (Thomson) – particularly if
you’re bearing gifts!
So what’s stopping you? Fill in an entry form or
put your name forward to get involved and either
way, when you’re out shopping, keep an eye out
for that bargain that would make a great raffle
prize..

Roger Schofield

BURY

MGOC

The 7th Black Pudding Run
MG Owners’ Club Area 0212

Sunday 19th July 2009

The venue for this year’s Black Pudding Run is once again Burrs Country Park, located just north of Bury
town centre. Entry fee is £18 per car (two occupants) and includes refreshments at the start, route book,
rally plaque, souvenir and hot food at the finish. Proceeds from the event are to be donated to the
children’s charity When You Wish Upon A Star.

Entry Form

Name(s) .........................................................................................................................................................
Address:.........................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................Postcode......................................
Telephone No:................................................................................................................................................
Email Address ................................................................................................................................................
Your email address will be used to send an acknowledgement and further details nearer the time.
Please let us know If you change your email address.

Make & Model of Car ....................................................................................................................................
Year ..........................................................................Registration No:............................................................
Name of any MG Club you are a member of:................................................................................................

Please enclose a cheque for £18 payable to BURY MG OWNERS CLUB and send with your
completed entry to:
Ted Sherratt, Bury MGOC, 22 Brierfield Drive Bury, BL9 5JJ
email bury.mgoc@btinternet.com
An acknowledgement will be sent to you, once your booking and cheque have been received. Further
details will then be sent to you by email (or post if not available) a few weeks before the event. Route
books and rally plaques will be issued on the day.
Thank you very much for supporting our 7th Black Pudding Run and we look forward to seeing you on
19th July 2009.

CHESHIRE ROMP
SUNDAY 12th JULY 2009
Following the success of previous years, South Manchester MGOC are pleased to announce details of
this, our tenth run. The starting venue is once again The Whipping Stocks Pub, Over Peover, which is 3
miles south of Knutsford on the left-hand side of the A50. It is ideally placed for the M6 motorway and is
a popular meeting place for over a dozen car clubs. The route comprises of a brief run though rural
Cheshire before once again heading for the hills, into Staffordshire and Derbyshire, on country roads
typically suited to your MGs.
There is no designated half-way point this year so it will be up to you to decide where to stop although
there are plenty of options. Tittesworth Reservoir and Visitor Centre are once again on the route but you
will pass this point after only 25 miles. You may decide to call in and make use of their facilities of course
– there is a Pay & Display car park. You will sample some beautiful countryside, in particular passing
through some of Derbyshire’s lovely villages and dales. You will be able to enjoy the usual excellent
selection of country pubs or picnic en route.
The run will terminate at Gawsworth Hall where we have arranged a designated parking area
behind the Hall. The Hall will be into its summer season of concerts so we shall have to vacate the
site by 5.30p.m. You can of course book in advance for the evening’s show in which case you will
only need to move to the main parking area set aside for that purpose.
The entry fee is £20 per car and this includes free tea/coffee at the start (with the traditional bacon
‘butties available for purchase to give you a good start to the day), a rally plaque, tulip route book and
entry to Gawsworth Hall grounds. You will also receive a voucher which will gain you entry into the Hall
itself for a reduced fee of £2 pp. The normal entry fee is £6 per person which gains you entry to the Hall
and grounds.
We will be running a raffle on the day in support of this years designated charity. You will be able to
view the prizes at the start.
The Cheshire romp is non-profit making, with all profits going to our nominated charity which this year
is again North West Air Ambulance. Thanks to your participation we raised £1473.23 for them last year.
Come and join us again and contribute to such a deserving cause – you never know when they might
be needed!
You will find an application form attached to this note. Please copy as required and we look
forward to seeing you in July.
Kind regards,
Brian Conway, Secretary SMMGOC

SMMGOC - Cheshire Romp
Sunday 12th July 2009
Name .............................................................................................................................................................
Address:.........................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................Postcode......................................
Telephone No:................................................................................................................................................
Email Address ................................................................................................................................................
Your email address will be used to send an acknowledgement.

Make & Model of Car ....................................................................................................................................
Year ..........................................................................Registration No:............................................................
Name of any MG Club you are a member of:................................................................................................

Entry fee is £20 per car (two occupants) – please enclose a cheque payable to SMMGOC.
Your completed entry should be sent to;
DAVID BOLTON,15, NORTHVALE ROAD,TIMPERLEY, ALTRINCHAM, CHESHIRE, WA15 7RP.
Tel 0161 928 3198.
An acknowledgement will be sent to you, once your booking and cheque have been received. Further
details concerning the start venue and local attractions will be sent to you a few weeks before the event.
Thank you very much for supporting us with our Run – we look forward to seeing you on 12th July 2009.

RULES FOR CHESHIRE ROMP.
1. I am the driver of the vehicle referred to on the application form.
2. My vehicle will be in a roadworthy condition and covered by Third Party liability as required by the
Road Traffic Act(1960) or any subsequent legislation.
3. I agree and understand that I, and the occupants of my car, have entered at our own risk. The
SMMGOC bears no responsibility for loss, damage or injury however caused.
4. I shall conduct myself and my entry in such a manner as not to cause nuisance or annoyance to the
general public.

SIGNATURE OF DRIVER/OWNER .....................................................................................................................
DATED ...........................................................................................................................................................

Calendar of Events for 2009
Date

Event

Location

Time

Organiser

Tues 31 Mar

Ten Pin Bowling

Lakeside Superbowl

20.00

Committee

Sun 5 Apr

Weekend Run

Morrison’s Preston Docks 10.15

Kevin Doran

Sun 26 Apr

St Georges Day Run

Sagar, Clayton Brook

13.00

Graham Lockwood

Tues 28 Apr

Natter & Noggin

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sun 10 May

Cholmondoley Castle

Charnock Richard

09.00

Committee

Sun 17 May

Weekend Run

TBA

11.00

Janet Bradshaw

Tues 26 May

SYCO

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Fri-Mon 29 May
to 1 Jun

Twaite & Swaledale
Dales Weekend Tour

Kearton Hotel

TBA

Bill Ryding

Sun 7 Jun

Myerscough Show

TBA

TBA

Graham Lockwood

Sun 14 Jun

Lakeland Museum Run

Burlington’s Car Park

10.00

Graham Lockwood

Tues 30 Jun

Treasure Hunt

TBA

20.00

Mick Bamber

Sat 4 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

Show Ground

11.30

Committee

Sun 12 July

Leighton Hall

Burlington’s Car Park

09.00

Committee

Sun-Sat
19-25 July

Ireland Trip
Fossa, County Kerry

Ferry bookings, camping or hotels are to be booked by
the individual

Tues 28 Jul

Auto Test

Schultz Estate

19.00

Andy Schultz

Sat 1 - Sun 2 Aug

Northern National

Pateley Bridge

TBA

Committee

Tues 25 Aug

Evening Run

Welcome Tavern

19.00

Alan & Dot Fowler

Sun 20 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

Boat Yard

10.00

Committee

Tues 29 Sep

Natter & Noggin

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Tues 27 Oct

Quiz Night

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sun 1 Nov

Halloween Run

TBA

TBA

Kevin Doran

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night

Schultz Estate

18.00

Schultz Estate

Tues 24 Nov

Natter & Noggin

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

Committee

There will be additional dates to be added for Track days and a possible 4X4 weekend.
These will be added as and when they have been confirmed.

Map to Lakeside Superbowl

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Graham Lockwood

Appley Bridge (01257) 253723
graham@gandjlockwood.myzen.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club
night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

