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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,

Since the last Newsletter we’ve had a Sunday Club Run & Lunch organised by
Paul Heyes. Unfortunately Karen & I had other commitments so couldn’t make it
on the day, but speaking to some members it sounded like all went well and the
run finished for lunch at the Hesketh Arms in Rufford.
The weekend of the 8/11th June was BWR (Bill’s Weekend Romp) at the Cally
Palace Hotel in Gatehouse of Fleet, Dumfries & Galloway.
At about 10:00am on Friday 17 MG’s and the odd German sports car, gathered
on the North bound M6 Tebay services ready to receive our route books and
briefing. We all then headed off north on a 50mile scenic run to Eastriggs and
stopping for a light lunch and tour of the “Devils Porridge” museum. A
fascinating insight into the UK’s largest factory built to manufacture cordite
for WWI and its impact on the local area then and since.
From here, we then set off on a second scenic tour of about 19 miles to the
Dumfries & Galloway Aviation Museum, where Mick had arranged for photo
opportunities with a “Supermarine Spitfire MkIIa” P7540 that had been
recovered from Lock Doon.
Photos were taken with each of the cars and the group.

Above (all but one of the
group due to gearbox
problems) between the
Spitfire and Andy Schultz’s
car. Then right a couple “T”
series MG’s belonging to
Barry Wilson and Roy
Clapham.
I think my best photo of the day was
of Roy and his “TC” on the front page.
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Chairman’s Chat
The aircraft only had a short service life before crashing into Loch Doon on a low
level training exercise. It fought in the Battle of Britain and continued in front
line service until it was transferred to Ayr where it was used to get pilots used
to this type of aircraft before the new models arrived. In it’s one year of service
it had only flown for a total of 21.5 hours.

By the time we had moved each of the cars into the hanger and taken the
photographs, there was little time to look at the rest of the museum. Although it
would be fair to say that few of the exhibits were in pristine condition, there
was an amazing range of things to see and is worth a visit if you are in the area.
From here we had a 46 mile run mainly on “A” roads, but still through some
stunning scenery and with little or no traffic, such a pleasure compared to my
daily commutes to the opposite side of Manchester.
On arrival in Gatehouse of Fleet, the road
book cautioned us on the presence of deer
and red squirrels on the hotel drive. As we
drove out of the woods along the drive to
the hotel we were met with a grand and
very peaceful view of our base for the
weekend and reserved parking area in
front of the hotel. As we’d had a longish
day so far it was time to check-in have a
drink and then get ready for dinner.

Trying to get a good photo
of all the cars in front of
the Hotel wasn’t easy as the
line of cars was way too
long.
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Chairman’s Chat
Before dinner each evening we had private use of a lounge where we could meet,
have a drink, chat about the day so far and peruse the menu before moving into
our section of the dining room. Each evening we had a different menu, excellent
food and staff were great, as I might say were the ceilings in the lounge and
dining room.
Saturday was a driving day with a plan for about 110 miles across the three
sections. The first to Glentrool Visitor centre where there was chance for a
comfort break, refreshments and information about road closures that would
affect the next part of the route. After the study of a map an alternative route
was chosen to get us to our next destination which was Roundhouse Café (and
Osprey viewing centre) at Loch Doon, the scene of the crash of the Spitfire we
had seen on Friday.
Little did we know that there would be more road closures that would affect the
alternative route. But even with this challenge Loch Doon was reached
Whilst at the Roundhouse the skies darkened and it started to spit. As we were
about to head towards these moody skies the hood was put up. This proved to be
a wise move as not long into this section the heavens opened and for a short time
the rain was torrential, seriously limiting visibility and speed. But as quickly as
the rain started it stopped, the sun came out and it was time to get the top
down. On this section of the route there was an opportunity to see “Red Kites”
flying and some great scenery.

Sunday was a free day to do as you please, except for the invitation to take part
in a late afternoon lawn croquet and putting competition. So in the morning a
group of us went for a walk down to the sea (Big Water of Fleet) then back past
the hotel into Gatehouse of Fleet for a late lunch and then back to the hotel for
the lawn games. These were held on the lawn just outside of the bar at the rear
of the hotel. The rules were kept simple so as to make it fun without getting to
competitive.
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Chairman’s Chat
I know that all of the members who were on “Bill’s Weekend Romp” had a great
time (albeit with some mechanical issues) and will join me in a huge thank you to
Mick & Chris Bamber for all of the hard work and planning that they put into
another excellent weekend. It is a massive undertaking to organise and plan one
of these weekend events. It takes a serious amount of time and commitment not
to mention negotiation skills. Also for those who have been regulars on this trip I
am sure that you would agree in thinking that Bill would have wholeheartedly
approved.
Mick & Chris again thank you so much.

Website & Facebook
Unfortunately I haven't managed to make as much progress as I had hoped with
updates to the Website and whilst on “BWR” I had been advised that this had
been a subject of discussion on Facebook.
So regarding the website and keeping it up-dated. It is taking up more time than
I thought it would and our (the committees) first priority has to be the running
of the club, organising events and keeping members informed. For the latter our
main means of communication are club nights and the Newsletter. In times gone
by it was posted out, now it is emailed to all members and always contains the
calendars of events. The newsletter is normally copied onto the website a few
weeks later as it is only the current one that needs to be sent to club members.
Having said that I will try and get back to updating the website, it’s just a shame
that work gets in the way.
In respect of Facebook, although I am not a fan of it, I can see that for the
right groups and used positively it could be a useful tool. But in our case,
although there may be a reasonable number of people linked to our Facebook
page, less than 50% are P&D MGEC members and only a minority of those (at
best about 15% of club members) contribute, so its value has to be questionable.
There has been discussion on our Facebook pages about “updating of the website,
and “Facebook being arguably the most important up to date means of
communicating and encouraging interest in the club. Moreover it’s the strongest
recruiting tool there is etc.” As we have maintained a healthy club membership
for many years and so few members use it, the argument doesn’t stand up, also I
struggle to see how the negative comments or digs at committee would encourage
Facebook visitors to join the club or motivate the current or potential new
committee members.
The committee give up their spare time freely and work hard in the best
interests of the club for which I and probably the more active members of the
club are very thankful for.
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Chairman’s Chat
Membership.

The task of confirming members e-mails addresses has been completed so all
members should now receive emails, newsletter and broadcasts without any
problems.
Announcements / reminders.
June 24th.
June 26th.
July 1st.
July 7th.
July 15th.
July 22nd.
July 31st.

Classic Car Day, Townley Park, Burnley
Club “SYCO” Night (Show Your Car Off)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Lostock Hall Carnival (Please see note below)
Fleetwood Tram Day
Lytham Classic Car Show
Club Night—Evening Run

See the club and other events calendars for later events and more detail.
On July 7th, it is the Lostock Hall Carnival and we have been asked again if our
club will take part in the procession and carry the various Carnival Queens. If you
would like to take part or want to know more about it please contact Paul Heyes.
Well that's all for now,
Tony
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Secrateries Scribbles
More great news from the government for driving in the future. I
wonder how many of us would want to get involved and if Andy
Schultz could retro fit it to an old MG.
The new initiative has a focus on self-parking cars which claims to
have the aim of ending driver’s problems with getting into those
tight parking spots, but is also a first step towards driverless cars.
The self-driving technology will be able to park vehicles without the
need for human intervention. Part of the scheme is to fund two
public testing sites in urban settings this is part of the governments
scheme “transport systems of tomorrow.”
The scheme follows the new rules announced last month that make it
possible for drivers to use remote control parking. The changes
involved the Highway Code and relevant regulations and were made
after a consultation earlier in the year got support from car
manufacturers and insurers, The developments include remote
control parking and motorway assist. They have the potential to make
it possible to use tight parking spaces with “computer accuracy” in
the parking of the car, using a remote fob, without the need to be in
the car, sounds great what could possibly go wrong? The recent
changes to the law mean that the UK takes a step closer to making
the legal side of self-driving vehicles more achievable.
The government has also tasked the Law Commission with a review of
driving laws and an update to the code of practice is planned to help
the UK cope with the self-driving car The technology used for selfparking is much the same as for collision avoidance systems and is a
step towards making self-driving cars possible. With parking being
one of the top reasons for failing driving tests, and a significant
issue for many drivers, there is said to be a demand for this,
presumably from people who are currently unable to park a car
themselves.
Jaguar Land Rover began testing their self-parking vehicles around
Milton Keynes earlier in the year with a Range Rover complete with
roof-rack sensors. So far a safety driver is always present during
the tests. Jaguar Land Rover see the move as the next step towards
autonomous cars, getting drivers used to the idea of giving some
control to the car to automation without giving up all control.
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Secrateries Scribbles
The government has also tasked the Law Commission with a review of
driving laws and an update to the code of practice is planned to help
the UK cope with the self-driving car The technology used for selfparking is much the same as for collision avoidance systems and is a
step towards making self-driving cars possible. With parking being
one of the top reasons for failing driving tests, and a significant
issue for many drivers, there is said to be a demand for this,
presumably from people who are currently unable to park a car
themselves.
Jaguar Land Rover began testing their self-parking vehicles around
Milton Keynes earlier in the year with a Range Rover complete with
roof-rack sensors. So far a safety driver is always present during
the tests. Jaguar Land Rover see the move as the next step towards
autonomous cars, getting drivers used to the idea of giving some
control to the car to automation without giving up all control.
Ford is also testing new systems including one called Collaborative
Parking where Artificial Intelligence can assist drivers. Remote
control functions can be used in a variety of ways including a key fob
from the manufacturer or a device on a mobile phone. Overall, the
driver must continue to maintain overall vehicle control. Changes to
the Highway Code mean that there will be clarity about the use of
such systems as well as automatically changing lanes on the
motorway, which should be tremendous fun for nervous passengers.
It will also look at the rules around using handheld devices while in
the driving seat. However, the question remains as to how many
drivers would be willing to give up control of their vehicle, to a
computer, and sit back and enjoy the ride. Would you be happy in a
car where a human wasn’t in control? Alternatively, would you want to
always be in control of your car? May be you should just give a new
car a miss and stick with the old MG.
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Secrateries Scribbles
Car for sale - unfinished restoration - runs great, but not suitable
for bad weather conditions (some roof closure issues)

Paul Hayes
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Club Run 3rd June
The run started at the Railway in Leyland, then travelled nearly 15miles to Ceder
Farm, for a coffee stop.
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Club Run 3rd June
The second part of the run was a further 13 miles, finishing for lunch at the
Hesketh Arms at Rufford
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Autotest 29th May
Here are a few photo’s from a great evening at the Autotest and barbeque meeting
on the Schultz Estate
Thanks to Andy &
Carol
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Bills Weekend Romp
This weekend sees a number of members taking part in the annual weekend away.
Mick Bamber has tirelessly spent several months planning a run that I know we
should all enjoy thoroughly.
Some members are having an early start by travelling on the Thursday to stay
overnight at Tebay, so as not to put too much strain on cars that can be 50 years
old or older still, as we are joined by an MG TC celebrating its 71st year on the
road, along with a TD, and my 50 year old MGC roadster to name but a few.
This morning at 10:20am we had a briefing from Mr Bamber about the first stage
of our run through to Dumfries.
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Bills Weekend Romp
Our route today was to use as little motorway as possible. Up the A6 and through
the centre of Penrith, then on up Gretna before finishing at the Devil’s Porridge
Museum at the village of Eastriggs. This was a fascinating account of the First
World War munitions factory making cordite for the shells. The factory
stretched for 9 miles by 5 miles wide. All of it has now gone except for the story
and exhibits in the museum.
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Bills Weekend Romp
After the Devils Porridge museum we headed for the Aviation Museum.
It is home to a Spitfire that crashed into Loch Doon in 1941. It has been restored
and is now on display. Mick Bamber had arranged for us to have our cars photoed
with it, and a visit to the museum in the
control tower
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Bills Weekend Romp
Dumfries & Galloway Air Museum.
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Bills Weekend Romp
A further 46 miles and we arrived at the Cally Palace Hotel in the Gate House of
Fleet, where we were to stay for 3 nights.

During the Saturday, we travelled 30 miles from the Hotel to Glentrool visitors
centre, where we had lunch.

June 2018

Page 18

Bills Weekend Romp

We then proceeded onto our second stop at Loch Doon where the spitfire we saw
yesterday had crashed in 1941.
Before we set off we had to adjust our maps and route as the road was closed.
This was relatively straightforward, all you had to do was look for the signs.
This believe it or not was successfully navigated by all 18 cars, however when we
reached the point where we were to pick up the route, that road also was shut.
Another plan was hastily put into action, as we blocked off the high street in a
little village, as 18 cars turned around. This time Godfrey successfully guided us
all to our lunch stop at the Osprey viewing centre near Dalmellington.
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Bills Weekend Romp
A spot or two of rain fell on us as we approached the Osprey viewing centre, and
even though we put our hoods up, however on our way back to the Cally Palace Hotel, the heavens opened along with thunder & lightening.
On the Sunday we had free day and members have been out to visit some of the
local towns and attractions.
We also had a sports day from 4pm with putting overlooked by Godfrey Dennis, and
croquet invidulated by Roy Clapham.
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Bills Weekend Romp
The sun fades on our final day at Cally Palace. What a fun and very enjoyable few
days we’ve had and hopefully an enjoyable drive home tomorrow or further travelling around Scotland for some of the group.

This years BWR weekend was executed excellently. From the well constructed
route book provided by Mick Bamber, and also the very friendly and professional
hotel staff. Every evening we had a club personalised menu, and the food was superb and we were served very quickly. There was also a pianist who played us
through our meal each evening

Thanks go to Gordon Mallett for a lot of
the pictures and comments.
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Club Run—Tuesday 31st July
The July club run is a visit to the record breaking stern trawler Jacinta which is
currently moored at Fleetwood fish dock. The trip includes a guided tour of the
vessel followed by a fish and chip supper on board for those who wish to complete the experience.
You will be shown around the ship by guides who are extremely knowledgeable
about the ship specifically but also the lives of fishermen generally. You will be
able to see most parts of the vessel apart from the engine room. The supper will
be taken in one of the holds that has been converted to a small conference and
exhibition centre. Refreshments are available

I need to know how many people will be going both to organize the correct
number of guides, and also to know if you wish to eat on board. Please let
me know by either e-mail ( mick@mcbamber.com) or phone 07730 435929
before Saturday 21st July.
Please also note, that you can cancel the food up to 24 hours before the
event. After that date, the club will be charged for the meal.

June 2018

Page 22

Club Run—Tuesday 31st July
Cost will be 3 pounds per head for the visit alone, or eleven pounds for visit and
food.
Time – please be at Fleetwood for about 19.00 hrs for a 19.30 start.
I will arrange for a ‘convoy start’ from the Preston area and will send details to
all attendees three or four days in advance, which will include the exact address
of the ship and help in finding it.
As you might expect, mobility is an issue. The trip is suitable for nearly all of our
members, although the tour does start by going down a short series of steps. If
you have any concerns, please don’t hesitate to ring me on the above number.

June 2018

Page 23

Membership
Application / Renewal Form

Name
Address

Post Code
e-mail address
Phone No

Car details or changes.

_______________________________________________

(if any)

_______________________________________________

I wish to apply for / renew my membership of Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club at the
annual subscription fee of £15.00

Signed: -

_____________________________________

Date: -

_____________________________________

Payment;
By cheque made payable too;

Or
By Bank Transfer too;

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club and send / pass on to Gordon (details at bottom of the form)

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club.
A/c number 27562668. Sort code 77 26 14
Don’t forget to quote your name as the reference together with the acronym MS. (for membership)

Membership Secretary
Gordon Mallett.
28 Northwood Close,
Burnley,
BB12 0JR,
Tel 01282 429658
Mob 07725 503888
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Preston & District
MG Enthusiasts Club.

Annual Lancashire Lanes Run
Sunday 19th August 2018
Entry Form
Driver
Passenger
Address

Post Code
Tel No
Email address
Car Reg No
Make of Car
Model & Year
Car Club
Entry Fee is £15.00 for a car & two passengers,
Including Tea /Coffee with biscuits a rally plaque & Entry Fee
tulip style route map.

£
@

Extra passengers requiring Tea / Coffee £2.00
each
We have TWO routes this year (a) 45miles & (b)
75miles. Please indicate your preferred route.

Route A

If you wish to dine & chat at the finish of the day a
Hot meal will be served from 4:30pm@ £10.95 per
head for which a voucher will be included with
your start pack, Drinks at the bar are extra.
Please indicate below number of each choice

£2.00

=

£

Route B

@ £10.95 =

£

Menu choice (1) Homemade chicken & mushroom pie served with steamed
veg & beef stake chips.
Menu choice (2) Roasted Mediterranean veg & Lancashire cheese quiche
dressed salad & chips.

Total Cost (entry, tea/coffee, food etc)
Please Make cheques payable to
PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC.
To receive confirmation of your entry, please ensure your
email address is included or send stamped addressed
envelope.

£
Post To;

Neil McLeod
21, Southlands Ave
Lostock Hall
Preston PR5 5XB
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2018
24th

Classic Car Day - Towneley Park, Burnley

9.30 meet @ B&Q Bamber Bridge

26th

Club Night - SYCO Night

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

1st

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

Phantom Winger 9:00am

7th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)

TBA

15th

Fleetwood Tram Day

9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

22nd

Lytham Classic Car Show

TBA

31st

Club Night - Evening Run

TBA

12th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge

Salmesbury Hotel 9.00am

19th

Lancashire Lanes Run

Park Hall, Charnock Richard

28th

Club Night - Evening “Chippie” Run

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

1st

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm

9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south

2nd

Cholmondeley Castle Festival of 1000 Classics

9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south

23rd

Canberra Club meeting - BAE

11am to 4pm - Samlesbury

25th

Club Night - Rocker

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

7th

Sunday Club Run & Lunch

TBA

30th

Club Night - Possibly with Guest Speaker

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

3rd (Sat)

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate

Bonfire lit 7pm sharp

27th

Club Night - Christmas Quiz

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

Dec

27th

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

Jan

5th (sat)

Annual Dinner & Presentation - Leyland Hotel

TBA

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Alternative Events 2018
The list off events below are shown as possibly being of interest to club members.
Currently there are no plans to have club stands at any of these shows but arrangements
could be made it there is sufficient interest.
Dates beyond August will be displayed in the coming months.
Jun

Jul

Aug

24th
1st
8th
8th
22nd
29th
4/5th
5th
12th
12th
18/19th
25th (Sat)
26th
26th
26th
26th
26th
26th

Cobblestone Run (See MGOC Mag)
Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet
Black Pudding Run, Bury (see MGOC Mag)
St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill
Capesthorne Hall - Classic Car Show
Frodsham Motor Show
Hebden Bridge Vintage car weekend
Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet
St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill
Classics in Miller Park, Preston
Tatton Park
Botany Bay Car Fest
Ormskirk Motor Fest
Capesthorne Hall
Classic Car Show, Stanley Park, Blackpool
Ormskirk Motor Fest
Capesthorne Hall
Classic Car Show, Stanley Park, Blackpool

9am - 12noon
10am - 2pm

9am - 12noon
10am - 2pm
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Committee 2018
Officers
Chairman & Webmaster
Tony Sharples

tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Tel; 01772 495417

Mobile; 07941 679121

Secretary
Paul Heyes

paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

Tel; 0161 725 9966

Mobile; 07930 313459

Treasurer
Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Tel; 01772 321559

Mobile; 07730 435929

General Committee
General & Membership
Gordon Mallett

gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Tel; 01282 429658

Mobile; 07725 503888

General & Lancashire Lanes Run
Neil McLeod

neil_mcleod2@outlook.com

Tel; 01772 725275

Mobile; 07505 261593

General
Roy Clapham

clapham4@gmail.com

Tel; 01257 264396

Mobile; 07719 756777

General
Dennis Read

loughrigg89@hotmail.com

Tel; 01772 433972

Mobile;

Newsletter Editor
Roy Clapham

clapham4@gmail.com

Tel; 01257 264396

Mobile; 07719 756777

So as to make the Newsletter more interesting could I please encourage you to forward
articles and photographs of your MG related activities?
Submissions are required by the 15th of the month so that the newsletter can be published
and distributed by the 20th.

