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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
This month’s article is a little more brief that it should or could have been due to car problems
which we will come to later.
Since the last Newsletter we have had a club night run and the NTBHW. The evening run was
organised by Roger and Elizabeth Schofield, starting at Much Hoole and with the opportunity
to stop off at various takeaways, just before reaching the finish near the Squirrel Sanctuary
at Formby. Karen and I opted for take away pizza which was excellent and would recommend
for future events.
Although the evening was dry and the sun was out there was quite a cold breeze, from the
photograph below you can seen that we were grateful of the shelter given by the trees in the
picnic area.

In total some 16 cars took part in the run, most of which I captured in the panoramic shot
below.

On behalf of the club and all those who took part, I would like to thank Roger and Elizabeth
for their efforts and a great evening and look forward to next year’s event, in whatever format
that takes.
They have been considering whether next year’s run should be a Saturday, Sunday or evening
event and so would very much appreciate your thoughts.
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In preparation for the NTBHW I treated Karens TF to a mini service and a new set of discs
and pads all round, this was followed by a good clean and polish inside and out. On the Thursday
evening before the NTBHW I just thought I would check the oil and coolant levels, to find the
coolant low, oil level high and looking like mayonnaise, meaning that the TF was going nowhere
and we would have to use the company car as can be seen below, overlooking Widdop reservoir
on our way to Buxton.

As always Bill Ryding had planned a great weekend consisting of driving, a walking tour of Buxton,
crown green bowling, a visit to Jodrell Bank and more eating and drinking than is good for you.
On behalf of all who took part in the trip I would like to thank Bill and Lillian for all their time
and efforts, Mick Bamber for helping Bill, and Dave & Ros Lees for running the bowling. I am
sure everyone agrees, it was another great weekend and look forward to the next.
Hopefully someone will put together a more detailed article about the weekend.
Back to the car problems, on our return home via Jodrell Bank on the Monday we did not linger
to long as I wanted to get home and start sorting out what I was sure would be a failed head
gasket. On Monday and Tuesday evening the head was stripped off but then worked stopped
until Friday as I was away on business. Over the weekend other problems have been found so
as I write this the rebuild hasn’t started, so next month’s newsletter will hopefully have a more
detailed account of what I hope will be a successful repair.
Well that’s all for now, hopefully see you all on club night which is the Auto Tests at Andy and
Carole’s.
Tony
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Secretary’s Scribbles
I was alarmed to read a letter sent in to a newspaper some weeks ago, the
content of which could apply to those of us who are nearly 70 or just over. It
concerned the impounding of a car due to an oversight, and I’ve transcripted the
letter below:
On the 24th January this year, while driving in St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex,
I was stopped by the police. In the back of the police car, I was told that my car
would be confiscated and ultimately scrapped if I did not reclaim it. It was
confirmed that I had current insurance, tax & test certificate – but no current
licence.
It turned out that because I was over 70, I should have renewed it, but I never
knew I should have done this. I was given a vehicle seizure notice and told to
report to a police station within seven days. I did, at Crawley, where I was told
my car would be held at St Leonards for 14 days at a cost of £20 a day.
I was told I would be fined and have three or six points on my new licence. This I
accepted. Within minutes, a truck arrived and hauled my car away. Finally, I was
told there was a railway station nearby from which I could catch a train home.
Then the trouble really began. I tried to retrieve the car, but as I had no licence
and my insurance was now revoked, I couldn’t do so myself. My partner spent a
whole morning trying to arrange insurance and permission to collect my car,
without success. No insurance company would oblige.
The car compound owners wouldn’t allow a pick-up truck to collect the car, and I
couldn’t give the car to my partner without a change of log book, which would
take too long.
A friend who lives near St Leonards went to the police station with documents
and a note from me to get the car released, but to no avail. Presumably my car
is now scrap.
I know ignorance of the law is no excuse, but was there really no other way?
Has this happened to others? Will it occur in future?
I’m sure it will.
---------And it seems there is widespread confusion as to what drivers should now do to
ensure they stay within the law, and what documentation will be required when
renting a car. It was the case that you turned up with your driving licence, (and
the paper part if you had a photocard licence) and that was it. But the paper
element is no longer valid, and motorists are being advised to destroy the
documents.
The rental companies need to check your licence history before renting a car to
you, and they have to check an on line data base, but can only do so if you
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provide a code supplied by the DVLA free of charge. To do this you have to go
to https://www.gov.uk/view-driving-licence. Codes last 72 hours.
PHEW! That’s complicated. No wonder motorists and rental companies are
complaining.
------------------Well, as Tony has already mentioned, the NTBHWE 2015 was a cracking
weekend, with loads of sunshine, although breezy and chilly on the Saturday.
Bill had it all perfectly organized, and his Sunday run provided some
outstanding views of Derbyshire, and the hidden villages and hamlets in this
County. We all had a crack at crown green bowling, ably instructed by David &
Ros Lees, and we took in a walking tour of Buxton and all its history. And on our
way home, several of us called in at Jodrell Bank for a tour and a bite to eat. All
marvelous, Bill.
Twelve cars turned up for the 32nd Classic Car Show at Hoghton Tower on
Sunday last, and although drizzly and cool to start with, the day did dry up and a
good turnout took place. Roy’s Y took the ‘50s car of the show’ award, well
nobody could compete with that beauty. Well done Roy!
And Gordon spent an hour or two polishing his black TF. 2nd time since he
acquired the car!
Coming up:
· Towneley Park on Sunday the 28th June – this is in a lovely setting very
close to Towneley Hall, and its £5 for entry. I have 10 passes at the moment. If you want to go, just turn up at B&Q Bamber Bridge at 9.00am on
the day. We normally get all our cars into the ring at this show. Worth a
visit.
· Then we have the ‘Autotest’ event at Andy & Carole’s home, the ‘Schultz
Palace’, on Tuesday the 30th. Bring your own barms, burgers and sausages as there will be a barbie facility. Test your ability in your car against the
clock on Andy’s cunning circuit. It all starts 7.00pm to 7.30pm.
· Lostock Hall Carnival on Saturday the 4th July – 6 Roadsters wanted. Any
offers?
· Leighton Hall on Sunday the 5th July – meet at the Phantom winger at
9.00am.
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· Club Run & lunch on Sunday 12th July. Details to be broadcast
nearer the time.
· Fleetwood Tram Day on Sunday 19th July – a great day out in which
the club takes part in the parade. We meet in the Ribble Pilot car
park on Preston dock at 9.30am.

GODFREY

Why not consider a 21st century MG ?

FOR SALE

2004 MGTF in anniversary green
with tan hood complete with 12 months mot Priced at
£3500 For further details contact Alan Grindley on
01744 819446.
REMINDER
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Cheshire Plains Tour
27th June 2015

The HRCR North West Area will be organising a new event to test
the mettle of both navigators and drivers on Saturday 27th June.
Designed to encourage those who have been active participants in
scenic tours to move towards competitive rallies, plus seasoned rally
crews, the occasion will be in the form of a tour but with the
emphasis on testing the navigator’s skills and driver’s awareness.
There will be no competitive timing and a variety of navigational
styles will be used to determine the route. A number of Controls plus
Code Boards will be used to present confirmation that the correct
route has been followed. No awards will be offered other than the
satisfaction of fully completing the correct route as planned by the
organisers.
The event is open to all comers, whether HRCR members or not and
a Competition Licence is not required. Classic and interesting cars
are welcomed with a maximum entry of 60 cars.
Based mainly in Cheshire, an interesting route of around 160 miles
has been planned with the start at Gawsworth Hall, near Congleton,
with lunch and the finish near Holmes Chapel.
An entry fee of £59 for a crew of two includes tea/coffee at the start
plus a breakfast roll, route instructions, and tour plate. An
individual buffet lunch is also included in the entry fee.
Regulations and entry forms are available on the website
www.cheshireplainstour.co.uk or the Entries Secretary, Anwen
Mountford at entries@cheshireplainstour.co.uk
For more information contact:
Phil Bateman philbateman@hotmail.com
07789 921977
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NTBHWE a few photos of the various events

Outward journey - tremendous scenery

Arrival at our hotel in Buxton
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Bowls for the “novice” explained by a professional

Although a sunny afternoon Tony was the only player warm enough to forego a woolly jumper
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Cromford mill - precision parking, courtesy of Gordon Mallett. photo by the Norman Lowe abseiling team.

Early bath
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Andy waits patiently for the “off”

And finally a stop off at Jodrell bank on the way home
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 24 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.30

Lakeside Preston

Sun 22 Mar

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

New hall tavern PR5 0XA

Tue 31 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Apr

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

The Mill cafe

Sun 26 Apr

Drive It Day (inc. Treasure Hunt)

10.00

Booths car park Garstang

Tue 28 Apr

Club Night (inc. Quiz)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 May

Club run and lunch

10 00

Start at Mitton Hall

Tue 26 May

Club Night – Evening Run

18 30

Lang's of Longton PR45BF

5/8 June

NTBHWE - Derbyshire

09.30

TBA

Sun 14 Jun

Classic Car Show – Hoghton Tower

10.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 28 Jun

Classic Car Show Townley Park

09.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Sat 4 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars)

10.30

Gas Works Rd. Lostock H

Sun 5 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.00

Phantom Winger

Sun 12 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 19 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot Car Park

Tue 28 Jul

Club Night - SYCO

Railway at Leyland

Sun 9 Aug

Northern National Pateley Bridge

20.00
09.00

Sun 16 Aug

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 23 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Dobbies. Blackpool Road

Tue 25 Aug

Club Night – Evening Run?

19.00

TBA

Sat 12 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services

Sun 13 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show/Lunch

10.30

Ribble Pilot Car Park

Sun 28 Sep

Canberra Club Classic Car Show

11.00

BAE premises, Samlesbury

Tue 29 Sep

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 11 Oct

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 Oct

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night + Hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 24 Nov

Club Night, Elizabeths xmas quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Ashton & Lea Golf Club

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA

Tue 30 Jun

UPDATED 19/6/2015
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TBA

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information

Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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