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NTBHWE - on the station in Llanberis after the Snowdonia train ride
-----------------------------------FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Sunday 22nd June - Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show - meet B&Q Bamber Bridge, 10.00am
Tuesday 24th June - Club Night - Autotest at the Schultz Palace 7.30pm
Sunday 29th June - Towneley Park, Burnley Classic Car Show - meet B&Q Bamber Bridge 10.00am
Sunday 6th July - Leighton Hall Classic Car Show - meet at the Phantom Winger 9.30am
Sunday 13th July - Run & Lunch - meet Shackletons Garden Centre, Clitheroe 10.30am
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CHAIRMANS CHAT JUNE 2014
THE 10th NTBHWE
Thanks for your support for what I thought was a wonderful weekend for our attending
Club Members.
Unfortunately I didn’t get enough good photos of the event for publication but I am
sure that others did and no doubt some will appear in this issue. Please help by forwarding your photographic efforts to Kevin so that he is able to include them in our
on-going record for the Club history.
The weather was not too bad but I still have never seen the view from the summit of
Snowdon!

“BEWARE”
and don’t say that I didn’t try to get you up to speed on what I think lies ahead!
Yes, I am cynical as you probably have noticed in the past, and I still don’t trust small
furry animals with big, brown, sad eyes no matter how cuddly they look! But the following may be of useful awareness to us all:

Five Points to consider:1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Announced in June 10th Press - to be put before Parliament is a bill to increase the
maximum financial penalty for speeding offences by fourfold. This means that the
higher penalty rate that may be currently awarded for exceeding the 70mph motorway speed limit will increase from £2,500 to an astonishing £10,000.
Who would pay it? We will require more prisons!
Currently before Parliament a proposal to limit the maximum speed limit to
60mph on long sections of the M1,M6 and M25 for the reduction of vehicle
“emissions”. We all are aware that the serious emissions arise from Heavy Goods
Vehicles and not private cars but we all must suffer together and what about the
effect on commerce ?
Placed before Parliament at least two years ago a proposal to increase the UK
maximum motorway speed limit to 80mph for unrestricted vehicles to align us
with some of our European neighbours – no decision forthcoming!
You will, no doubt have noticed, for the past couple of years substantial hard
shoulder and motorway verge works along long lengths of, in our case the M6 involving cabling operations. With this infrastructure now in place the new “stealth”
cameras (Hadsec 3 ) are already being switched on and it is highly likely that you
will be unaware of them as they are grey in colour rather than bright yellow as
currently used for lane and speed control throughout lengths of roadworks.
I believe that the new Hadsec3 system is capable of both direct location speed recording and average speed checking over whatever distance they cover.
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SO my cynicism arises from the timing of these various actions that will soon be enshrined in law and I certainly go along with the thoughts of many motoring groups
who consider that the new introductions have nothing to do with road safety but rather
generating income through fines.
It is worth noting that a spokesman for the Highways Agency, the body that will be responsible for the running of the new system reports “The onus is on the driver to abide
by the speed limit”. Very true but we should consider that 96% of motorway drivers in
recent years are logged exceeding the legal limit of 70mph, hence the proposal by the
Authorities two years ago for a limit increase.
BUT I suppose the extra cash will be handy for the purchase of some more “*******”
windmills!
“BEWARE”
THINGS TO COME
I assume that you are aware that the Sunday Run and Lunch scheduled for the 15th
June was postponed and will be re run on Sunday 13th July. The clash with “Fathers
Day” could likely have caused some domestic problems so better that we fellows stay
home and await our deserved surprises!
Sunday 22nd June we have tickets for the Lancashire Classic Car and Bike Show.
Godfrey has made the arrangements for us, see details in this issue.
Tuesday 24th June. “NOW FOR THE BIG ONE”
This year a little earlier than usual but nonetheless requiring nerves of steel!
THE ANNUAL AUTO TEST
Come and try your hand at this highly competitive evening of MG madness of which
the ultimate reward will be presented at the Annual Dinner in December.
As far as I am aware there is no provision for rehearsal and no practice days have been
announced.
Just come along bringing your goodies for the BBQ which is provided and enjoy the
evening’s entertainment.
As always the venue is “The Schultz Estate” arriving 7:00-7:30pm.

Hope to see you there.

BILL
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
The main event this last month has been the Not The Bank Holiday Weekend trip
to Wales, and more about that shortly.
In the meantime, we have some very good car shows coming up, starting this Sunday, the 22nd, at Hoghton Tower. Then Towneley Park, Burnley on the following
Sunday, the 29th, & Leighton Hall the Sunday after, the 6th July. I have some tickets left for Hoghton Tower & Leighton Hall at £3.50 each. This covers one car & two
occupants, and is half the normal entry fee. Note the meeting arrangements on the
front page of the newsletter, and the Events page later on in the issue.
I have made efforts to get a club stand at the Footman James Classic Car Show at
Event City in Manchester on the 20th & 21st September. This is a great venue for a
large show, and there is normally free parking. However, the vibes are not too good
at the moment, but there‟s always a chance we might secure a spot following a
cancellation.
Peter Batty is looking for a favour from two club members. He is looking for two
MG owners to run 2 young men on a one way only trip from Penwortham to the
Pines Hotel, nr. Chorley for a school prom on Thursday 27th June. Peter is taking
one in his MG. They need to be at the Pines for 18.50, and Peter will pay petrol &
wear & tear costs. If anyone can help Peter out, please do get in touch with him.
His e-mail address is peter@dodney.org.uk
Seventeen cars made it to the starting grid for the NTBHWE at the Original Withy
Trees, Bamber Bridge on Friday the 6th June. Bright sunshine was the order of the
day, so roofs were down and sun cream applied. Bacon barms and tea/coffee were
provided by Bob the landlord, and Gordon gave a good demonstration of how to
put 10 rashers in a barm cake! And he ate the lot! He did!
After Bill‟s pep talk, we all fired up and headed off to the Wallasey tunnel in Liverpool to head up the M53 into Wales and to our 1st stop at the Plough Inn in St
Asaph. A superb buffet lunch was provided at this nice pub, and with the sun still
out, we all headed off to our destination, the Royal Victoria Hotel, on the eastern
edge of the town of Llanberis. The route took us through some great places,
Llanwryst, Betws-Y-Coed & the Llanberis Pass to name but a few.
On arrival, all the cars parked up alongside each other on a reserved grass area
close to the main car park overlooking the hotel entrance, making access to the hotel nice and easy. Great stuff and great organisation on Bill‟s part!
And do you know what? Olive made it without any car trouble! But - did I speak too
soon?
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We couldn‟t stay in Llanberis without some thought of the highest mountain in
Wales, and so on Saturday morning Bill had arranged a relaxed ascent of Snowdonia via the Snowdon Mountain Railway. The old steam train had been brought
back into service recently, and we had the refurbished Victorian carriage all to ourselves on the 4.7 mile ascent and descent. Regrettably, and per usual, the visibility
was virtually zero. But, what a great trip!
That afternoon, some members took off in their cars to visit the local area, some
took to the Llanberis Lake Railway, some of the girls opted for the shops, and some
members took to the bar in the hotel. Some good choices there!
Dinner at 8pm prompt in the Victoria dining room, a few drinks in the lounge, and
that was Saturday gone.
Sunday arrived, and the forecast was good for the day.
Bill had planned a 99 mile run down the northern side of the Lynn Peninsula, with a
coffee stop at the Lion Hotel, Twdwelliog (very nice) and a lunch stop at the Tyddyn
Sachau Garden Centre. Shirley picked up a nice pinky coloured Acer plant to take
home, but Henry was heard to say „No, its not going in the boot‟.
Past Caernarfon, Porthmadog,
Abersoch, Hells Mouth, LLanbedrog,
Pwllheli, and a brief look at Beddgelert
where, in the 13th century, Llewelyn, the
prince of North Wales killed his faithful
hunting hound, Gelert, believing it to
have killed his infant son. Llewelyn, realising his mistake, never smiled again!
Gelert occupies a grave in this village.
By the way - you notice my spelling of
these Welsh towns is not bad?
So - up the Llanberis Pass once again, and back to the Royal Victoria, for dinner in
the Victoria dining room at 8pm prompt. A few drinks in the lounge, a quick tinkle on
the ivories by yours truly, and that was Sunday gone!
And Olive‟s Midget decided it wasn‟t for going down the Lynn Peninsula on Sunday.
It developed petrol problems, or lack of to the carbs, and heads were under the
bonnet sorting out the problem. The pump was replaced, and the engine started!
Yes! But - a bit further down the road………
A helpful bus driver came to the rescue, and identified a split rubber pipe from the
tank to the engine bay. A repair was made and Yes again! Olive and her Midget enjoyed the run down the Lynn Peninsula in the end - just like everyone else.
Well done Bill - again. An absolutely fabulous weekend thoroughly enjoyed by all.
GODFREY
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Friday the 6th June - ready for the off

I’ve never seen such a dirty engine, Ray!

I always wanted to be a train driver!

Archie & Liz in their fine Roadster

Have I been in 3rd gear all the way, Ros?

Olive arriving in Llanberis - no breakdowns!

Oh dear, Olive - bonnet up again!

I’m telling you - it’s the dizzy that’s knackered

6

There it is. The Royal Victoria Hotel, Llanberis

All in a line - looking very smart

Isn’t it exciting!

Looks serious, Olive…...

Have you been drinking, Trevor?

We made it to the top of Snowdonia!

Getting to the top of Snowdonia takes an hour and a
bit by train, but one has to walk the last 100 yards. It
was inhospitable up there on the day we visited, but
some hardy souls did make it to the very top, as you
can see. The visibility was nil up there, but it is
3560ft above sea level (1085 metres in modern speak).
Who took the picture, Mick?
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FOR SALE
Tony Sharples has the following MGA 1600 MKll Parts for Sale:










3 Piece Stainless Steel Exhaust (New)
Propshaft
Rear Leaf Springs (New)
Rear Lever Arm Dampers
Front Coil Springs (New)
Front Lever Arm Dampers
Front and Rear Bumpers (No over riders)
Front Brake Callipers
Set of Hub Caps

£100
£25
£60
£10
£20
£10
£90
£10
£40

All sensible offers considered!
You can contact Tony on 01772 495417 or 07950 659470
------------------------

Triumph Tiger Cub Trials Bike, 1960 200cc single with aluminium rims. Akront 21”
front, 18” rear. Runs OK and is registered for the road.

£1800 o.n.o.
Telephone Andy - 01772 627120
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John Dickens has been to Spa, and he writes:
SPA CLASSIC 2014
My friend Norman Harris and I have threatened to go to the Spa F1 circuit in Belgium several times in the
past, but never quite made it. This year was different, and we booked to go to the Spa Classic event in my
MGF where you see everything from MGBs to GT40s. We booked through Travel Destinations who were
faultless and I would strongly recommend!
The P&O Hull to Zeebrugge overnight ferry was our choice, and included a cabin and an all-you-can-eat
buffet for dinner and breakfast – not that we were gluttons!
We deliberately chose the non-motorway option on the Sat Nav which meant we went the “pretty” way via
Skipton, Harrogate and York to Hull and through the pretty villages in Belgium missing Brussels etc. It
took a little longer, but it was much more sports car territory.

We stayed at the Eau Rouge camp site next to the stream that flows through the circuit and gives its name
to Spa's most famous corner. This corner is HUGE when you see it in real life – the TV cameras do not do
it justice!
On arriving at the circuit, we were pleased to find our “privileged” parking position was in the F1 paddock
opposite Bonhams, the expensive car auctioneers! As the Friday is largely a practice and qualification day,
we took the opportunity to walk the 7km around the track, watching the cars.
On Saturday, it was my turn to perform. I lined up in the F1 pits alongside Ferraris, E-types, Porsches and
BMWs etc. (all a bit scary) for my Spa Experience. I took the first lap steadily, but gradually got my eye
in, although some of the cars were more than twice as powerful as my MGF! We completed 3 laps, which
Norman kindly videoed for me. A great thrill!!
The racing on Saturday and Sunday was dramatic, and we had free access to the paddocks, grandstands
and a lounge overlooking the track, with unlimited tea and coffee etc.
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In the evenings we ate out at a pavement cafe in the medieval town of Stavelot, about 5km from the camp
site. The food was excellent, but I had to the watch the wine as I was driving. Norman did not have that
problem!

The Ardenne area of Belgium is beautiful, not unlike the Lake District. The weather was great throughout,
but cold when the sun went down. The top was down the whole time, except at night as a precaution.
My MGF was superb and never skipped a beat!!

John Dickens
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And……… Bob & Carol Moore have another story to tell…..
Goodwood Revival – Yorkshire style
Despite their massive computing power they do sometimes get it wrong. The weather, originally
forecast to be a day of torrential rain, Monday 2nd June dawned to a bright, breeze free day. It
was our wedding anniversary.
Following the clutch failure on the E-type at the end of the day when we hired the car in April,
Great Escape Classic Cars had offered another day out free of charge. Our choice this time? A
1965 Jaguar Mk2 with the 3.4 XK engine.
Addicted to fancy dress, Carol insisted we try to look the part. Having outlived our real 1960s
clothes we did our best, Carol with long skirt and flowered waist coat, me with granddad shirt, linen suit and black flat cap in place of the 1960s check cheese cutter. Sadly the string back driving
gloves were long gone! Perhaps more 70s than 60s.

Arriving at the pick up near KIllinghall, we were greeted by owner Jamie who happily swapped
our XF for the Mk2. A thorough briefing: “don‟t turn the key more than quarter turn or it will pull
the wires out; check the warning light we‟ve added when you select first in case you have selected reverse by mistake; slow changes, this car has the early Moss gearbox; brakes work but remember they are 50 years old” (a lot younger than the foot pressing the pedal).
Quite different from the e-type, the Mk2 felt like what it is, the grandfather of our XF.
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Comfortable, with a good surge of torque under the right foot, the only initial unease was the
somewhat vague feeling steering.
An initial stop for coffee at the Boar‟s Head in Ripley gave the perfect setting for the Mk2 parked
on the cobbled forecourt, the scene could be from 1965. Leaving Ripley for Ripon and a fuel stop
the winding road allowed me to get used to the car. The Moss box proved easier to use than expected apart from the initial selection of first. With the torque available most changes were between third and fourth and the switchable overdrive.
The initial vague feeling steering also proved better when cornering, the car turned in to bends
well. With less body roll than expected the car would settle into a sure-footed line through the
bends, carrying the speed well and allowing good progress. The brakes were good with no
snatching or sogginess.
Jamie advised avoiding Sutton Bank, mainly because of the slow change Moss box, so leaving
Thirsk we took the caravan route through to Hovingham to collect friends for a lunch in Helmsley.
The caravan route demands concentration as it replaces the steep Sutton Bank with twisting
roads and picturesque but narrow village streets.
Lunch was followed by a run with our friends to explore the car and the area. Returning our
friends home we retraced our route back stopping off for a final drink before returning the Mk2.
The car used £42 of unleaded, oh for the 3/6 (17.5p) gallon of the 1960s! Thirsty but the Mk2 was
driven to exploit the roads and its potential, often surprising tail gating BMWs as we pulled well
ahead of them leaving 30 zones.
The revival? The car certainly was of the era and the driver and navigator in period. The roads of
North Yorkshire are a driver‟s delight and in some ways unchanged from the time when the Mk2
was new. In over 120 miles we encountered only one set of traffic lights and that for the narrow
bridge at Skipton-on-Swale. The run included villages such as Ampleforth and Coxwold, devoid
of yellow lines and intrusive signs. The ruins of Byland Abbey have not changed for centuries and
the Monday market in Thirsk still draws people from nearby villages as it has since medieval
times. As a Lancastrian it pains me to say it, but from a driver‟s perspective North Yorkshire really is God‟s Own Country.
E-type or Mk2? Both. The Mk2 two for the grand tour of the Dales and North York Moors, the etype for a dash to the south of France.
As I write this on Tuesday 3rd, looking out I can see the patio filling up with water in the torrential
rain. A day later than forecast, but then this is North Yorkshire.

Bob & Carol
A note from Carol “Yorkshire has always and will continue to be God‟s own Country and the best
County around, whatever Lancastrians may think! Hope to catch up with you all soon.”
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 25 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 23 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 25 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 6 Apr

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Mitton Hall, BB7 9PQ

Sun 27 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

10.00

Stydd Gardens, Ribchester
PR3 3YN

Tue 29 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 4 May

Lakeland Car Museum, Newby Br.

10.00

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 May

Club Night—evening run

19.00

Botany Bay Mill, Chorley

6/9th Jun

NTBHWE—Wales

09.30

Dirty Mary‟s, Bamber Bridge

Sun 22 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 24 Jun

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 29 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

10.00

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sat 5 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

10.30

Gas Works Road, Lostock Hall

Sun 6 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Phantom Winger

Sun 13 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Shackletons Gdn Centre

Sun 20 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot car park, Preston

Tue 29 Jul

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 Aug

Northern National—Pateley Bridge

09.30

TBA

Sun 17 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Tue 26 Aug

Club Night evening run

19.00

TBA

Sun 31 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

TBA

Sat 6 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sun 9 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch 10.00

Ribble Pilot car park

Tue 30 Sep

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Tue 28 Oct

Club Night-Murder Mystery

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 25 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Possibly the Railway

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william.wryding@virginmedia.com

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 640841
grfdennis@gmail.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
Kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Paul Heyes

Tel: 01257 472262
Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Highbank, 9 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston PR4 5ZJ
Tel: 01772 640841
Mobile: 07780 682592
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com
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