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North Lakes Weekend 2008

Chairman's Chat
Yet another last minute panic to write something for the Newsletter. Karen and I are off to
Tenerife at the weekend and I need to send the article to Bill in time for publishing. So I am
going to cheat and include a number of pictures from the club's North Lakes weekend trip.
Below are 8 of the 10 cars (with respective owners) parked up just next to Thirlmere Lake, Next
is the group having dinner on the Friday night and finally a view of MGs (on the kind of roads
they enjoy) and the road from Braithwaite to Buttermere.

Chairman Chat cont...
Everyone who went on the weekend trip had a really good time, the “Trout Hotel” was
excellent with very good food, service and accommodation, certainly somewhere I would
recommend.
Over the weekend we were also very lucky with the weather which was fine, sunny but a bit
windy. The routes were good (I would have to say that as I planned then) even though on some
days a number of members were challenged by the road book and a number also had car
problems. I will let them tell their stories hopefully in a later newsletter.
On the Tuesday following the weekend trip was SYCO night, which had a reasonable turn out
and some new members. The Pub Landlady was kind enough to pick the cars which she
preferred. These being a couple of “B's”, 1st choice being a new member's car Ray and Linda
Cohen and 2nd choice was Roger Schofield's.
As I mentioned we had a couple of new members and I am sure that you will join me in
welcoming
Ray & Linda Cohen and Stan & Chris Walmsley.
I'd like to thank Bob & Carole for organising the Hellifield Run again, unfortunately Karen & I
couldn't make (still trying to complete the en suite project, it seems to have been going on for
months now) but if the weather was anything to go by I bet everyone had a great day.
Anyway I'll have to finish now, hopefully see you at the Treasure Hunt.

Tony

Secretary's Scribbles
A couple of days before the bank holiday trip
to Cockermouth, Karen (Sharples) rang me
and said that a group of us were setting off
for the Lakes at 2:00pm on Friday afternoon.
This later than expected start meant that I'd
got a bit of spare time on my hands on the
Friday morning. So, what do you do, your
going away in your MG, I'd got a spare hr or
so in the morning that Rosie hadn't
commandeered, so I decided to give the car a
good clean before we set off. So after
washing the car, removing the footmats and
hoovering what bit of carpet there is behind
the seats, I began emptying the boot. Now at
this point, you may recall that earlier this year
I had a bit of an incident with a mouse in the
boot which I subsequently caught. Rosie
however, thoughtfully suggested that there
might be more than one, and so for the last
few weeks I've been driving round with the
trap baited and re-set in the boot, just in case.
So, to get back to the story, I began emptying
the boot, being mindful not to spring the trap
on my hand. Out came the first aid kit ,
brolly, fire extinguisher and tool roll, but the
trap that I'd put in there with a block of
chocolate on it - apparently it works far better
than cheese, was no longer anywhere to be
seen. I took out the tonneau cover, still no
sign of the mouse trap, it wasn't until I
removed the spare wheel that I saw the trap
with a live mouse still in it uurrrggghhh!!!.
Well, in one of my more “wussy” moments, I
immediately slammed the boot lid shut and
took a couple of paces back while I composed
myself and decided on my next course of
action.
The last mouse that I caught in the car in April
was already dead, the trap had seen to that,
but this one was being held by its back leg,
and it was still very much alive, and by the
look of it, very annoyed. The reason that I
hadn't been able to find the trap was because
the mouse was dragging it around the boot
with it. Now being a bit of an animal lover, I
didn't particularly want to kill it, but at the
same time, if I'm honest, I wasn't particularly
looking forward to picking it up either solution, easy, get Rosie to get rid of it.

Unsurprisingly, when I brought her out to the
car, she was equally reluctant to pick it up,
stuck in a trap or not.
I went into the garage and got a pair of
gardening gloves to pick it up at arms length
while Rosie was repeatedly saying don't kill it,
don't kill it. So in a moment that Steve Irwin
would have been proud of, while Rosie
disappeared into the house I lifted the trap (at
arm's length) out of the boot with the mouse
dangling upside down from it. As I put it on
the lawn to release it, Rosie had reappeared
with a piece of cheese ............... and I thought
I was soft.
Family commitments prevented me from
attending this year's Hellifield Run, but having
talked to some people that did do the run; I
understand that Bob and Carole chose a
fantastic route with breathtaking scenery. It
was disappointing that the numbers doing the
run were down on previous years particularly
as so much work goes into organising an
event like this. I've said it before, events like
this don't just happen and if only a handful of
members support them, we are going to find
that in future people are going to be reluctant
to put time and effort into organising them.
I did manage to get to Roger's Run and what
an excellent route he'd chosen. It was a lovely
summers evening, top down motoring along
roads that I've no idea how he managed to
find, followed by a meal on the front at
Southport. If you were one of our members
who couldn't manage to get to the run, you
really missed out here.
Next, if you are interested in attending the
motor show at Southport's Victoria Park (I
understand it's a good show although I've
never been before), the club has arranged to
meet at the Indian Restaurant by Tarleton
Traffic Lights @ 9:30 on Sunday Morning.
Unfortunately I haven't got details about ticket
prices.
Tuesday 24th June, next club meeting is the
Treasure Hunt, this year organised by Mick
and Chris Bamber - 7:30 start at the Welcome
Tavern.

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
Saturday 5th July, Lostock Hall Carnival. The
club have been asked if we can supply 4 soft
top MG's to parade the carnival Queen's and
Princess's - 12 0'clock start in Lostock Hall. If
you are available to drive your car in the
carnival would you please make yourself
known to any one of the committee.
Next, we have managed to get a limited
number of discount tickets for the following
car shows in July.
Sun 6th July - Garstang Classic Car Show
Sun 13th July - Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Sun 20th July - Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show
Sun 27th July - Capesthorne Hall MG & Triumph
Day
The club has a limited number of tickets at
£2.50 per vehicle (normal ticket price at the
gate is £7.50) If you are interested see me at
the next club meeting or give me a ring, first
come first served.
Cheese and Wine Evening, Fri 29th August at
51 Cuerdale Lane, Walton-Le-Dale, £5.00 per
head. If you've not already let me know that
you are planning to attend, would you please
do so, as we need to confirm numbers with
the Wine Importer.
And finally, I recently read this story about an
email going wrong.
A Minneapolis couple decided to go Florida to
thaw out during a particularly icy winter. They
planned to stay at the same hotel where they
spent their honeymoon 20yrs earlier. Because
of hectic schedules the husband left
Minnesota and flew to Florida on Thursday
with his wife flying down the following day.
The husband checked into the hotel. There
was a computer in his room so he decided to
send an email to his wife.

However, he accidentally left one letter out of
her email address and without realising his
error sent the email.
Meanwhile somewhere in Houston, a widow
had just returned home from her husband's
funeral. He was a Minister who'd had a heart
attack and died. The widow decided to check
her email expecting messages from relatives
and friends. After reading the first message
she screamed and fainted. The widow's son
rushed into the room and looked at the
computer screen which read:
To: My loving wife
Subject: I've arrived
Date: February 23 2007
I know you're surprised to hear from me.
They have computers here now and you're
allowed to send emails to your loved ones.
I've just arrived and have been checked in. I
see that everything has been prepared for
your arrival tomorrow. Looking forward to
seeing you then. Hope your journey is as
uneventful as mine was.
P.S. Sure is freaking hot down here!

Kevin

Editorial
Janet and I arrived home from Crete late on Wednesday 17th June, and I apologise if this
edition arrives a little later than usual.
Tony has mentioned our brilliant weekend in the North Lakes, made all the better from reports
of miserable weather in the South of the country whilst we basked in glorious sunshine. He also
mentioned that one or two of us had car problems - we had decided to take Buttercup, our '78
Midget and not our infamous A which had given us problems on the way home from
Cholmondeley as reported last month. The car behaved itself very well all weekend until the
Sunday afternoon when we experienced some trouble changing gear. This was explained on the
Monday morning when all the fluid had disappeared from the clutch master cylinder reservoir.
As we have come to expect, our club members rallied round to determine the cause (a hole in
the copper clutch pipe where it had been chafed away by rubbing on the bulkhead hole, the
grommet having disappeared). After much deliberation, it was decided to solder over the hole,
and Mike and I set off in pursuit of a blowtorch, solder, flux, etc... This was a bank holiday, but
due to the very helpful attitude of the natives, we did manage to source these items in
Cockermouth, so Tony and Andy set to work to make a very effective repair. We eventually got
away around noon and decided to take the most expedient route home, along the A66 and
down the M6. Mike and Jo graciously followed us in case of any further disasters, but we did
get home within two hours.
I've used the Midget on several occasions since, and the repair is still intact, but I do have a
new plastic pipe that I'll fit when I get around to it.
I'm claiming that I stage managed this whole thing as a bonding exercise, but it did show what
a grand group we are, all mucking in to help a friend in trouble. Many, many thanks to all of
you for your efforts and comradeship, making this a very memorable weekend.

Self, Andy in the silly trousers, and Tony under the bonnet. (photo Kevin Doran)

Bill B

Bob & Carol's Third Dales Run
Despite the soaring fuel prices and a number of members on holiday, several club cars arrived
in Hellifield to join the four local entrants to this year's run. (One local car was cunningly
disguised as an MX5 but someone has to buy them!) For the second year in succession it was a
bright sunny morning as teams booked in over coffee before embarking on the route.
This year the route took in Halton West then Tosside before the run through Wigglesworth and
Rathmell then on to Giggleswick, location of the famous school and home of the late Russell
Harty. Skirting the edge of Settle the cars headed for the village of Langcliffe. After negotiating
the narrow entrance to Langcliffe and a pause for a photo call in the village centre the more
challenging part of the route began as the cars climbed up towards Malham then across to
Arncliffe.
Once through Arncliffe the route followed the River Wharfe through Kinsley, home of the trout
farm and the crag, then Conistone to Grassington. As the weather was perfect for the run all
entrants opted for the longer final section from Grassington rather than the quick route back to
Hellifield. Leaving Grassington everyone made their way to Hebden then down through
Appletreewick and up to Barden Tower. Formally a hunting lodge built by the Normans, this
was extensively restored in the 17th century, by Lady Anne Clifford of Skipton Castle (not
actually being a Carole Smiley or Linda Barker she probably just paid someone to do the work).
The route then turned to pass Barden reservoir before dropping down to Embsay. The final leg
followed the A65 back to lunch in Hellifield giving a run of about 58miles. As always the Dales
provided stunning views and a variety of roads to enjoy the MGs in the sun.
Many thanks to all those who supported the run. If you were not able to join us but would like
a copy to try on your own please e-mail us as cbwestmoor@hotmail.com and we will send you
a route.
Don't forget next year's club May weekend is set in the Dales, another chance to experience this
fantastic part of the country.

'Tin snips' - from Roger Schofield
PACTS calls for 20mph urban limit

Manchester 'Chip & Run'

The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Road
Safety (PACTS) has called for a default speed
limit of 20mph throughout built-up areas in
the UK.

Drivers in Manchester are amongst the worst
in the country to 'chip & run', (to dent or
scratch another car and drive off), - a report
claims.

The limit would be enforced by new
generation 'time-over-distance' speed cameras
which measure the speed of a vehicle over a
set distance, rather than taking a snapshot of
the speeding vehicle.

Those behind the wheel in the city are the
third most likely to admit to the damage they
have caused - behind Coventry and Cardiff.

PACTS director Robert Gifford said reducing
the speed limit in towns would save lives,
citing the Transport Research Laboratory's
research which shows that child road deaths
fall by two-thirds in 20mph zones.
Who says “women don't listen”?
Women drivers are less likely to get caught out
by bad weather than men because they are
more responsive to travel advice.
In a Highways Agency survey, 62% of men said
they would carry on and make their journey
even after a severe weather warning had been
issued compared with only 44% of women.
Let's all go to Germany!!!
German Chancellor Angela Merkel rejected
calls to impose a 130km/h (80mph) speed limit
on the country's autobahns.
Rejecting the claim that a speed limit would
help reduce greenhouse gas emissions, she
said: “Traffic jams are at least as harmful to the
climate as speeding!”
Germany remains one of the last countries in
the world where it is still possible to drive on
unrestricted roads.

Dented doors and scratched paintwork
accounted for about a quarter of all such
incidents. But scuffed bumpers, broken lights
& smashed wing mirrors are also common.
Drivers pour away £750m
At least 150,000 drivers fill up with the wrong
fuel each year, according to the AA. This
generates around 7.5 million litres of
contaminated fuel - equal to three Olympic
swimming pools.
The number of motorists who 'misfuel' their car
has doubled in the last 10 years, mainly due to
the rising numbers of diesel cars.
Sideswiping risk of foreign trucks
It has been reported that foreign lorries cause
over 1000 incidents of 'sideswiping' each year.
Sideswiping occurs when drivers of left-handdrive trucks change lanes and fail to see that
there is a vehicle in their blind spot in the lane
they are entering.
The number of foreign vehicles in the UK has
increased substantially in recent years.
According to the Freight Transport Association,
one in seven of the heaviest trucks on British
roads at any one time is now left-hand-drive.
Wrong target?

The rise and rise of the 'Ladettes'
As (mainly) young women increasingly copy
the lifestyle of many a young man, their drinkdriving conviction rate is soaring.
In the 10 years to 2005, it rose by 60%.
Women now account for around 12% of all
drink-driving convictions.

The EU is re-examining its target for biofuels,
having admitted that their adverse effects on
the environment and on poor communities
may have been underestimated.
Too many signs?
Up to 70% of the signs on country roads are
unnecessary and should be removed, says the
Council for the Preservation of Rural England.

Motorway Gridlock

Two strikes and you're out

Although it was originally designed to allow
fast, unimpeded travel, today's motorway
network struggles to cope with the numbers of
vehicles using it.

Speeding motorists could face a driving ban
after just two offences.

The M25 is particularly notorious for jams
because it was conceived as a ring road for
long distance traffic heading round London,
but extra junctions were added which allowed
local drivers onto the motorway. The stretch
between junctions 13 and 14 near Heathrow is
the busiest in the country, used by 200,000
vehicles a day.
The latest solution to motorway gridlock is
Automated Traffic Management, a system that
allows drivers to use the hard shoulder as an
extra lane, and the Government looks set to
extend the use of hard shoulders to boost
motorway capacity, following the successful
completion of trials on the M42.
Using the hard shoulder as an extra running
lane in peak periods reduced average journey
times by a quarter, and concerns that safety
would be compromised proved unfounded,
with personal injury accidents actually falling
from 5.2 to 1.5 per month.
And still on the subject of motorways
Motorways are the backbone of Britain's road
network, carrying 20% of all traffic. However,
government statistics show that twice as many
vehicles are driven on minor roads, reflecting
the frequent, very short trips made by car.
Motorways may be our fastest roads, but they
are also (statistically) the safest by far; there
are five times fewer accidents for each vehicle
mile travelled than on 'A' roads.
The total length of Britain's motorways is far
less than that of Spain, Germany, France or
Italy. Spain has had one of the most ambitious
motorway building programmes in Europe,
having increased its network sixfold in 25
years. But even that is dwarfed by China,
which has been building motorways at the rate
of 4,000kms a year for the last decade!
The British motorway network celebrates its
Golden Anniversary this year. Next month, a
Tin Snips 'Special' takes a look at some of the
more notable 'milestones' in our motorways'
history.

Proposals outlined in a Department of
Transport consultation document mean that
drivers who exceed the limit by a wide margin
would receive a higher six-point fixed penalty
and a £100 fine - up from the current three
points and a £60 fine. In a 30mph zone, the
penalty would apply for drivers doing 45mph
or more.
Facts & Figures 1 - Drivers and licences
Three in every four people older than 17 now
have a full driving licence and significantly
more men than women in the 70+ age group
are licensed to drive. About 100,000 drivers a
year lose their licence because of drink and
drive convictions and in 2006, more than two
million drivers received penalty points after
being caught by a speed camera; this total was
up by over a million in the last 10 years.
The police now have direct access to insurance
and DVLA databases, and the growing use of
automatic number plate recognition
technology means that unlicensed and
uninsured drivers are much more likely to be
caught: prosecutions rose by more than
80,000 in 2006 compared to 1996.
Facts & Figures 2 - Cars
The most popular makes for new cars in Britain
are Ford and Vauxhall, interestingly exactly the
same as 1996. Owning and running a car is
the third biggest household expenditure for an
average family, so it's no surprise that half of
the 26 million cars on the road are more than
five years old.
Today's new cars are the used cars of
tomorrow, when buyers will have a
significantly greater choice of fuel-economic
vehicles. Diesels now account for 38% of all
new car registrations - up 14% from just six
years ago.
And if you think that the demise of MG Rover
has put UK car manufacturing on its knees,
think again; 1.4 million cars were built in the
UK in 2006 - three quarters of which were for
the export market.

Calendar of Events for 2008
Date

Club Event

At

Time

Meet

Sun 22 Jun

North West Motor Show

Southport Victoria Park

09.30

Indian Restaurant
Tarleton

Tue 24 Jun

Treasure Hunt

Preston

19.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 5 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

Lostock Hall

12.00

4 open cars required

Sun 6 Jul

Classic Car Show

Garstang

09.30

Burlington’s, Broughton A6

Sun 13 Jul

Classic Car Show

Leighton Hall

09.30

Burlington’s, Broughton A6

Sun 20 Jul

21st Lancs Classic Car Show Hoghton Tower

10.00

Hoghton Tower

Sun 27 Jul

NW MG & Triumph Day

Capesthorne Hall

09.30

Charnock Richard Services
M6 South

Tue 29 Jul

Auto Test

Schultz Estate

19.00

Stoney Lane

Sun 3 Aug

Northern National

Pateley Bridge

tba

tba

Tue 26 Aug

Evening run

tba

tba

Fri 29 Aug

Cheese & Wine evening

20.00

(£5 a head)

Sun 14 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Stanley House, Mellor

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner

Dorans’ Mansion
Leyland Golf Club

19.30

Cheese and Wine Evening Friday 29th August

Please reserve me ................ places at this event. I enclose cheque for £..................
Name(s)..........................................................................................................................................

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mike Newton

Liverpool (0151) 526 3419
m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

