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Bala

Chairman's Chat
Well I guess that spring must have arrived, we may not have had the good weather
that we would like but the club and its members have been involved in three events
during May and there are 4 planned for June.
Unfortunately Karen and I couldn't make it in early May to the show at Cholmondeley
Castle due to more DIY work on the house. But we were lucky enough to be able to get
away for the bank holiday weekend trip to Wales. In all we had 10 club MG's and 20
members, all of which took part in the various day trips and runs (this years road book was
much more accurate with only a few people taking diversion or having driver / navigator
discussions) and then enjoyed good food in the evenings with the odd little tipple.
Hopefully someone will write a more detailed article that can be published in a future
newsletter and on the web site. The photo below was taken in the Bala Lake Hotel car park
just before we set off on our Saturday run to Port Meirion. On behalf of everyone who
took part in the Wales trip I would like to thank Bill Ryding for all his effort in organising
the trip even though he couldn't attend due to the shoulder operation. It may seem like a
long way off but we are starting to look at ideas for next year's trip. Please let us know if
you have any thoughts on where we should aim for as a base.

The last event in May was the very popular SYCO night, where we had some 20 cars
and possibly some new members.
Hope to see you at one or all of the events planned for June. Looks like Karen and I
have a busy month, 4 club events and a week's holiday in Tenerife.
For more details see the calendar and articles in the rest of the newsletter.

Tony
Important Reminder.
Don't forget that some of the next few club nights and evening runs will be at “The
Welcome Tavern”. See details in newsletter
PS. Don't forget to check out the club web site, also please pass on any articles or
information that would be suitable.
www.prestonmg.co.uk

Secretary’s Notes
Well June is upon us and what does it
mean, well, it’s the sixth month of the
Gregorian calendar with a length of thirty
days. The month is named after the Roman
Goddess Juno who was the wife of Jupiter
and equivalent to the Greek Goddess Hera.
No other month begins on the same day of
the week and June’s flower is the Rose or
Honeysuckle. Garfield also celebrates his
birthday in June. What has all this to do
with the Preston & District MG Enthusiasts
Club? Absolutely nothing.
On Friday the 25th May nine varying types
of MG sports cars set off for a foreign
climate as in previous years. This year saw
us take on the Welsh. The journey started
well enough with four cars leaving Preston
and heading down the A59 to Liverpool.
There, another two roadsters joined them.
Three GT’s and three roadsters then set off
through the Mersey tunnel and onto the
Wirral. After driving round for what
seemed like ages following Mike Newton
we eventually stopped for a cup of coffee
or tea depending on your taste. Whilst five
couples went straight to the tearoom, Bill
& Janet Bradshaw went down to the beach
for a quick one (!) before joining us for a
brew. Suitably refreshed we set off to find
Faulty Towers sorry….Bala Lakeside Hotel.
We arrived to find one other MG Midget
had beaten us to the location. Initial
thoughts were what a lovely hotel, nice
views of the lake Bala and the Welsh
mountains, rooms well equipped and
smart, the bar well stocked, which is vital
and all round, a good choice of venue. Hot
showers were followed by dinner and then
several bedtime drinks.
Saturday started with the sound of
something vibrating coming from the next
room, (wait a minute, weren’t Bill and Janet
in the next room?) anyway that was
followed by a scream from the bathroom,
“There’s no b*#%dy hot water and the
heating isn’t on”. I don’t know about you,

but I like to start the day with a nice hot
shower. Still, breakfast was OK. The tenth
and final car joined us Saturday morning
and after a photograph or two we set off
following the day’s run, roofs down, sun
roofs open and the sun shining. The
morning’s run though, did suffer from a
mileage error and a road junction that the
Welsh Tourist board had added just to
confuse us, but was very pleasant. We all
arrived at Portmeirion in high sprits (except
Dot who was a little upset with a Ford
Focus. I don’t know, these youngsters
always spoiling for a fight.) Lunch was
indulged and a walk around the village.
Several hours passed before we set off back
to the Hotel. It has to be reported that at
least four cars did take an alternative route
to the one planned. Barmouth can only be
described as Wales’s equivalent to
Blackpool. Still, the girls managed a little
shopping while the men folk found a public
house, to discuss next years holiday. It’s at
this point I would like to confess to buying
a rather large water pistol with the
intention of using it against my fellow MG
roadster colleagues. Fortunately on Sunday,
nature beat me to it. You’ve guessed it, it
rained. My fault. Eventually all the cars and
their occupants returned to Bala and the
hotel for another cold shower and an
evening meal. After plenty of alcoholic
drinks the banter flowed and before long
Sunday was upon us. Time for bed said
Zeberdee, or was it Julie, I had had too
much to drink I can’t remember. Sunday
morning’s shower was unexpectedly hot,
except for those staying in block B. You can
guess what they had. After breakfast, all ten
cars set off following Sunday’s route. Lunch
was planned to be taken in Welshpool but
due to the Royal Oak only providing large
Sunday Roast, most people set off to make
their own arrangements. Sunday’s route
was accurate and well planned. No errors
were made. It was a shame that it rained
for most of the day, as the views were
almost nonexistent. Still with great

Secretary’s Notes
company, Julie and I enjoyed the day. The
Hotel staff were very good and tried their
best under the circumstances and provided
us with a very good Sunday Roast for
dinner. I’m pleased to report that Bill had
recovered from all his excitement and joined
us for dinner and a couple of drinks in the
bar. As sure as day follows night, sure
enough Monday follows Sunday. With bags
packed and strapped onto the boot rack,
we tucked into our last welsh cooked
breakfast before setting off for home. The
rain had passed but it was a little cool, so in
an effort to keep peace and harmony in the
Lockwood household the roof remained up.
(Don’t tell Julie, but I didn’t particularly
want the roof down anyway.) The trip
home was un eventful, apart from me
driving too fast, we missed a junction. To
conclude, I have to say this was a great
weekend. Dizzy (my MG that is) behaved,
never missing a beat even though she did
burn a little oil, the hotel was lovely and the
company irreplaceable. Perhaps a place to
return to some time in the future.
As a footnote, I would like to thank Bill
Ryding for all his efforts in planning the
weekend. It was a great shame Bill; you
weren’t able to join us. Thank you on
behalf of all those who did attend. I
would also like to mention Tony Sharples
for all his efforts in planning the routes
and producing the booklets. I can only
imagine how much time it must have
taken, but again, on behalf of all those
who did go, Thank you Tony.
On Saturday the 2nd June Bob celebrated
his 60th Birthday and Carol celebrated her
21st again!!!. The theme for the night was
the 1960’s and Bob did look very
comfortable with his long hair. Carol
managed to dance the whole night away in
her white knee length boots and still walked
to the mini bus without even a limp. If I’d
been wearing those boots, I’d have been
crippled. Congratulations to you both.

(cont.)
Sunday the 10th June and it was them
again, Bob and Carol organised the
Hellifield Run for the second year on the
Run. With a different starting location
from the previous year, the cars set off on
a marvellous 55-mile run. Travelling
through sleepy villages and stopping at
Ribble Head for an ice scream and with no
errors on the route card made for a very
enjoyable ride through Yorkshire, some of
the most beautiful countryside England
has to offer. (And that is saying something
from a Lancastrian). A big thank you to
Bob & Carol Moore for organising the
day’s event. I would like to offer a special
Thank you to Carol, who had baked two
rather delicious cakes for those of us you
went back to the Moore residence for tea
and coffee. My only criticism is the route
went past far too many beautiful houses
with for sale boards on display. Whilst I
have no objection to people wanting to
sell their houses, I do object to them trying
to sell them to my wife.
I still have the tickets for the Garstang
Show 1st July, Leighton Hall Classic car
show 8th July and the Lancashire Classic
Car show 15th July. There are only a
number of tickets available so I’m afraid
it’s one of those “book early to avoid
disappointment”
On Saturday 7th July, we will be providing
four cars to carry the Carnival Queens in
the Lostock Hall Carnival. There are now
two volunteers; Don Dixon and I. It’s not
everyday I get to have a real Queen in my
MG. (Julie doesn’t count). We are also
looking for other volunteers to show their
MG’s on the Showground. Please let a
committee member know if you wish to
participate.

Graham

Editorial
You've got the newsletter early this month cos Janet and I are off to Greece on 17th June
(Finikounda on the Peloppenese peninsular). Unfortunately we'll miss the treasure hunt (so we
won't have our annual row this year) and the Garstang show.
A couple of months ago, I mentioned that we were selling Lentil (PUY 395L), our BGT, and it's
been purchased by Dennis and Kath Read, so it'll still be around at club events. We handed her
over at the SYCO night following a successful trip to Wales where she behaved beautifully apart
from the speedo packing up on the way home. If the other 16 cars hadn't turned up, we might
have won a prize at SYCO night, and I could have asked Dennis for a premium - never mind.
The A now has its windows in thanks to Andy who was called in after Janet and I had failed with
our bits of string and washing up liquid. This just shows what can be done when you have the
right tool for the job, and somebody who knows what he's doing. I sent all the chroming to
Marque Restore in Coventry, who have had my parts for 5 weeks and have so far failed to let me
know the cost, let alone having started work. I'm sure they'll do a good job eventually, but their
communication skills are abysmal.
Apologies for listing Roger's Run as Tuesday 14th June in the events last month - it was of course
a Thursday, and I hope this didn't cause too much confusion. We weren't able to attend
following a family bereavement and the funeral/wake on that day.
The Lostock Hall carnival on 7th July - it is hoped that we get 4 open top cars to transport the
Queens at the Cawsey at 12.00. The club stand will be erected on the Lostock Hall showground
in the morning in preparation for a static display, so please bring your pride and joy along by 1
pm to promote the Club and impress the natives.

Bill B

Club Regalia
If you are interested in any of the club clothing please fill in the attached form below (Please circle sizes
required and enter quantity in the box to the right) and pass on to a member of the committee. A deposit
will be required before orders are placed.
Description

Model No.

X Small

Small

Medium

Large

X Large

XX Large

Price

V Neck “T” Shirt

SS72

Ladies

8

10/12

12/14

14/16

18

N/A

£10.25

Sleeveless “T” Shirt

H704

Ladies

8

10

12

14

16

N/A

£7.25

“T” Shirt

ZT180

All

34

36

38/40

42

44

46/48

£7.00

Polo Shirt

538

All

34

36

38/40

42

44

46/48

£12.50

Rugby Shirt

FR1

All

36

38/40

42

44

46/48

£20.00

Short Sleeved
Oxford Shirt

K109

Fleece

870M

All

Baseball Cap.
Bottle Green with
Tan Suede Peak

4200

All

N/A

Sized in shirt collar sized (14.5 to 20) Size rqd.............Quantity............. £17.00
34

37

41

44

48

One size fits all Quantity..................

52

£22.00

£6.00

All “T” shirts are white with green embroidered badge; all other garments are green with white
embroidered badge.
We have the following items in stock: - Polo Shirts @ £8.00, Large white 'T' shirts @ £5.00 and Club Ties
@ £0.50
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Supporting

Sunday 9th Sept 2007
The 7th Annual
“Lancashire Lanes Run”
Open to all MG & Classic Cars
Join us by enjoying an 85-mile tour of the
picturesque Lancashire countryside. Starting at the
Historic Samlesbury Hall and finishing at the 19th
Lancashire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show at
Hoghton Tower.
The entry fee of £14.00 includes car with 2
occupants, tea or coffee at the start, route book,
classic rally plate and entry to the Lancashire Classic
Car & Motorcycle Show.
Closing date for entries - 17th August
For information and booking form please contact:
Joy or Dave
Tel: 01257 241923
Web page: www.prestonmg.co.uk

Again we will be supporting Guide Dogs for the
Blind.

Sunday 9th Sept 2007
The 7th Annual
“Lancashire Lanes Run”
Est. 1980
Driver..............................................................................................................................................
Passenger .......................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS: .......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
POSTCODE ......................................................................................................................................
TEL No: ...........................................................................................................................................
MAKE of CAR ...............................................................MODEL ......................................................
YEAR ...........................................................................REG No: ......................................................
CAR CLUB .......................................................................................................................................
e-mail address ................................................................................................................................
Car with Passenger ..............................................................................................................£14.00
Number of additional passengers @ £2.00 ....................................................................................
Total................................................................................................................................................
Entry Fee is £14.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee at the start,
rally plate, route book and entry into the 19th Lancashire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show.
For additional passengers please add £2 each. The run will be approximately 85 miles starting
at Historic Samlesbury Hall and finishing at Hoghton Tower.
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries 17TH AUGUST.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for an acknowledgement of receipt and for
details of the start venue (these will be sent out in August).
To:

Joy Hunter
3 Erskine Road, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 0HS.
Tel: 01257 241923

Calendar of Events for 2007
Date

Club Event

At

Time

Sun 24 June

Activities Day (clay pigeon etc)

Schultz Estate

14.00 Stoney Lane

Tue 26 Jun

Treasure Hunt (Martyn Davidson)

see map

19.30 Welcome Tavern

Sun 1 July

Garstang Show

Garstang

9.30

Sat 7 July

Lostock Hall Carnival (4 cars required)

Lostock Hall

12.00 Lostock Hall

Sun 8 July

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

Leighton Hall

9.30

Thu 12 July

‘Schultz Shuffle’ Evening Run

Only Andy knows

19.30 B&Q Bamber Bridge

Sun 15 July

Lancs Classic Car Show

Hoghton Tower

10.00 Houghton Tower

Tue 24 July

Auto Test

Schultz Estate

20.00 Andy’s

Sun 29 July

Pendle Run

Kelbrook

4/5 Aug

Northern National

Pateley Bridge

TBA

TBA

Thu 16 Aug

Evening Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

18/19 Aug

Wigton Classic Penrith

Penrith

TBA

TBA

Tue 28 Aug

Evening Run

Preston

19.30 Welcome Tavern

Sun 9 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

TBA

Tue 25 Sep

Club Night - Guest Speaker

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Tue 30 Oct

Quiz Night

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Tue 27 Nov

Natter, Noggin & Planning

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Fri 7 Dec

Annual Dinner

TBA

19.30 TBA

Sat 29 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

Club Nights
As you will have seen from last month's Newsletter
the committee have been looking into a possible
new meeting place for club nights.
It is just south of Preston, half a mile off the A6
(London Way) and about 2.2 miles from the
roundabout at end of the M65 / M6 (Sainsbury's /
B&Q). So far we have planned to hold the June &
August club nights and to finish the July and
August evening runs there.
Please come along on Tuesday June 26th to check
out the pub, we are sure that you will agree that
this will be a suitable venue for club meetings.
Also to support Martyn & Jane Davidson who have
organised the Treasure Hunt.
Directions
• From M65 roundabout follow A6 London Way
towards Preston.
• Go straight across first roundabout continuing
on A6 London Way.
• At second roundabout take first exit onto
Carrwood Road.
• Then take first left onto Millwood Road.
• Then take first left onto Upper Hennel Lane.
• Then Take first left and first left onto pub car par.
• Keep left and park in front of pub.

The Welcome Tavern,
Upper Hennel Lane,
Walton Park,
Preston
PR5 5UL

Meet

Burlingtons
Burlingtons

Old Stone Trough

TBA

TBA

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Graham Lockwood

Chorley (01257) 253723
Mobile 07760 220398
Zen55133@zen.co.uk

Treasurer

Mark Blennerhassett

Chorley (01257) 268810

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month (Jan to Nov) in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

