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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
Since the last Newsletter we’ve had SYCO night, Leighton Hall Classic Show,
Lostock Hall Carnival, the Canberra Club meeting and as I write this, members
will be at the Fleetwood Tram Day.
This month we have been very lucky again with the weather, especially on all of
the above mentioned events. The first being “Show Your Car Off” on the June
club night at the Railway in Leyland, with some 30 plus club members cars and
their owners. The judging for this year was very kindly taken on by a current
and founder member of the club Eric Smith. After some deliberation Eric’s
choices were as follows;
1.
2.
3.

Roy Clapham’s TC
John & Ann Addison’s Rubber bumper BGT
Ray & Lynda Cohen’s MGTF.

Thanks Eric, for a great job. Not an easy task with so many good cars to choose
from.
On Sunday the 1st July at Leighton Hall we had around a dozen MG’s, a Mini and
a Land Rover on our club stand, a couple of those being new members. Paul with
his green BGT and Karl with his TF.

Saturday 7th July was the Lostock Hall Carnival, an event that the club has
supported for many years by carrying the various carnival queens in the
procession. We successfully managed to complete the task this year with two
cars, thank you guys.
On Tuesday 10th July, many of our club members attended the Canberra Club
meeting at Samlesbury Aerodrome, where there were a wide selection of
classic cars on show and a BBQ, for those who might still have been hungry
after dinner.
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Chairman’s Chat
Membership.

Over the past month we have had another increase in membership and therefore
I would like to welcome;
Doug Machell
Fred Whiteley
John Moorhouse
Karl Hooley
Paul Peel
Don Wraight
This brings the membership up to 70.
Announcements / reminders.
July 22nd.
July 31st.
Aug 12th.
Aug 19th.
Aug 28th.

Lytham Classic Car Show
Club Night— Run to Jacinta for a Fish & Chip Supper
Northern National—Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run - Starting from Park Hall
Club Night—Run

See the club and other events calendars for later events and more detail.

My contribution to this months newsletter is a little brief and so that’s all for
now,
Tony
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Secrateries Scribbles
Milton Lancashire has finally come out on top for something, a
Sunday Mirror investigation as revealed the ten most complained
about roads for pot holes in Britain. Mellor Brook Bypass, in
Balderstone, Lancashire topped the list as the worst offender, with
545 pothole complaints made. The second most affected road,
bringing in 216 complaints, was Seven Hills Road, in Elmbridge,
Surrey, and the A345 in Wiltshire took third place for the number
of reports made for potholes, with 208 complaints. In the first four
months of 2018, The AA received more insurance claims due to
potholes than in the whole of 2017 and say they’re rescuing record
numbers of drivers whose tyres or wheels get damaged by potholes.
The AA, said: “This year we are seeing a growing number of pothole
claims described as: ‘car severely damaged and un-driveable’ which
happened rarely last year. “Even the Secretary of State for
Transport, who in March announced £100 million funding to be spent
on road repairs, admitted we haven’t spent enough on the country’s
roads since the 1980s. “That fund is welcome but no-where near
enough. The pothole epidemic has become nothing short of a national
disgrace.” According to the AA, average insurance claims are £1,000,
adding up to £4.2million, from drivers damaging their bodywork,
axles, steering, suspension, tyres, and underbodies, with motorists
losing control and having collisions. They say typical pothole damage
involves one or two tyres and sometimes a wheel rim and the damage
doesn’t justify drivers having to pay the excess on a policy and lose
their no-claims, due to this, most drivers cover the costs themselves
and don’t make a claim. The Local Government Association (LGA),
said: “Only long-term, consistent and fairer investment in local roads
can let councils embark on the improvements so desperately needed.”
He said the LGA has asked the Government to reinvest two pence
per litre of existing fuel duty, to generate £1billion a year for
councils to use for repairing local roads and to fill potholes. Drivers
aren’t the only victims of potholes. The Department for Transport
figures show, between 2007 and 2016, 22 cyclists dying and 368
receiving serious injuries, due to accidents involving defective road
surfaces. If your vehicle had a pre-existing problem, and the pothole
made this worse, you can still claim but you won’t get the full repair
costs back.
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Secrateries Scribbles
Local authorities won`t pay out on claims if they weren’t aware of
the pothole beforehand, i.e., nobody had reported it to them and
road inspections missed it. By law, councils have to carry out road
inspections and repairs. So, if your claim gets rejected you can ask to
see details of the council’s road inspection reports and try for a
reclaim.

Paul Heyes
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Classic Car Day,Townley Park, Burnley 24th June
A good turnout, with most members meeting at B&Q, Bamber Bridge, then
travelled in convoy down the motorway to the Burnley showground, where a
smiling Gordon was waiting, having put the gazebo up himself

The war memorial near the house.
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Classic Car Day,Townley Park, Burnley 24th June

Thanks to Gordon for
the use of many of his
photo’s from club
events.
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SYCO night 26th June, Railway Tavern, Leyland
Club members assembled at the Railway Tavern, Leyland for our annual Show
Your Car Off night (SYCO)
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SYCO night 26th June, Railway Tavern, Leyland

This years winner, was my 1947 MG TC, thank you Eric
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Leighton Hall Car Show 1st July
A good turnout of club members and here are a few more pictures from the event
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Leighton Hall Car Show 1st July

The Morris Minor Club, organised their cars
to form the number 70, celebrating the 70th
anniversary of it’s manufacture.
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MG Octagon meet at the Canberra Club 10th July
Again a good turnout of club members to the Tuesday evening gathering at the
Canberra Club, Samlesbury, where there was quite a few interesting cars .
The blue car next to David Bulmer’s TC and
mine, is a 1934 ND type, which we learnt from
the owner, is one of only 24 ever made. This
model was to use up spare K2 bodies, which
were then grafted onto the new N type
chassis.
Estimated value of over £80,000.

No it’s not my Y type, but I do
know the owner.

Although my old caravan was
there, parked up which we had
owned for 34 years, till last
year following Sue’s passing.
New owner must work there.
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MG Octagon meet at the Canberra Club 10th July
MG SA 1936-1939, 2L 4cylinder
Ready for restoration.
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Fleetwood Tram Sunday 15th July
14 cars assembled at the Ribble Pilot and proceeded in convoy to Fleetwood, at the
starting point for the procession. When the time came, all cars proceeded through
the streets, lined with other classic vehicles and a lot of spectators, to our park
position on the tramway near the Lifeboat station.
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Fleetwood Tram Sunday 15th July
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Fleetwood Tram Sunday 15th July
The club won the best club
cup, chosen by the Mayor of
the Fylde Borough Council,
Mrs Caroline Collins.
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Lytham Hall Sunday 22nd July
A few photo’s from the Lytham Hall show, Thanks to Gordon & Jim for them.
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Lytham Hall Sunday 22nd July

Sorry if you car has not been included,
There are more photo’s on the club Facebook page.
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Drive it Day 2017 & a Few Days Extra
Every year the Y Register of the MG Car Club, meet for the annual Spring run.
Rewind to those days between Christmas and New Year when everything seems to
move more slowly and you turn your mind to New Year resolutions – one of which is
usually “I must drive the MG more”. Well, my wife Elizabeth and I were doing just
that. We were looking at the calendar and wondering which events we would take
the MG to and the idea popped up - “why don’t we drive coast-to-coast on Drive-it
day?”
The clue is in the name. If there’s one day when you should get your MG out and
drive it, surely it must be ‘Drive-it day’, and with 2017’s Drive-it day falling on St
George’s Day itself, it seemed appropriate to do something special – well, for us anyway. St Bees in Cumbria to Robin Hoods Bay via the A66. Then we thought, why
don’t we stay on for a couple of days in Yorkshire? North Yorkshire is beautiful but
especially in the Spring, and so, the idea was born.
It was going to be a blast!
We planned the route and prepped the car; all we needed was decent weather.
Alfred Wainright recommends that walkers dip their
booted feet in the sea at St Bees before setting off
and repeat the process when they arrive at Robin
Hoods Bay. Another tradition involves picking a pebble from St Bees beach and depositing it at Robin
Hoods Bay. As we were driving, we opted for the
pebbles; I didn’t fancy driving with wet feet.
Home is in Lancashire, so we drove to St Bees on the
Saturday and stayed overnight in a B&B. The weather was glorious so we left home with the top down, taking the M6 north to J36
where we joined the A590 and followed it west, past Newby Bridge (the southern
end of Lake Windermere), past the Lakeland Motor Museum (no time to stop, so
we’ll have to make a return visit) and on to St Bees. This turned out to be a lovely
road with surprisingly little traffic; the western side of Cumbria doesn’t see the
same crowds as the more popular destinations of Bowness, Windermere and Ambleside. We had our evening meal at the Queens Hotel in St Bees which was within
walking distance of the B&B, was very welcoming and provided very generous portions of above average pub grub.
Sunday turned out to be every bit as sunny as Saturday, but the wind was blowing
from the north for the whole weekend, so hats and scarves complemented the sunglasses and sun block.
By the time we had finished breakfast, it was 9.00; the sun and wind had dried the
overnight condensation from the car and we were ready to drop the top and hit the
road.
We headed north out of St Bees following signs for
Whitehaven, remembering to stop for the obligatory ‘leaving St
Bees’ photo. At Whitehaven, we joined the A595 and followed
it for nine miles to Bridgefoot where we joined the A66 and
pointed the MG east. After six miles, the A66 enters the Lake
District National Park, running alongside Lake Bassenthwaite
heading south and then east, past Keswick, Threlkeld and
Troutbeck as it cuts through the beautiful Cumbrian Fells.
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Like so much of the A66, this stretch of the road was a dream to drive. Good visibility, beautiful views and light traffic. No doubt it will get busier during the holiday season.

We left the Lake District National Park at Penrith, crossing the M6 and pressed
on across the roof of England, bypassing Appleby-in-Westmoreland, Brough and
Barnard Castle as we approached Scotch Corner and the A1. These places are all
worth a visit, but we were on a mission and there was no time for detours. The
A66 really is a great road to drive. With
open vistas, magnificent views, good
stretches of dual carriageway for overtaking slower traffic and long sweeping
curves with good visibility, the drive was
just wonderful. In fact, we were pressing on so fast, we’d passed ‘Café 66’ at
Appleby-in-Westmoreland before we
knew it. And that was a pity; it gets
great reviews on Tripadvisor, and by that
time, we were gagging for a cup of tea.
With no convenient place to turn round
we pressed on eastwards. (Remember
that if you plan to follow in our tyre
tracks.)
At Scotch Corner, you have to join the A1 and head north before re-joining the
A66 (M66) just shy of Darlington. Poor signage took us off the A1a bit early, but
this turned out to be a blessing as we followed quiet country lanes between fields
of ripening oil seed rape and through Croft-on-Tees as we headed north to re-join
the A66 following signs for Middlesborough.
On the outskirts of Middlesborough, we left the A66 and joined the A19 heading
south for 8 miles before swinging east again on the A174 towards Marton-inCleveland. With the MG running on petrol fumes (we hadn’t refuelled since Preston, some 260 miles earlier), we saw the welcoming sign for the Tesco (Dixons
Bank) filling station offering the cheapest
fuel we had seen all day. We filled up and
struck out on the final leg, joining the A171
following signs for Whitby. With a tank full
of fuel and our stress levels once again under
control, we skirted Guisborough before the
splendour of the North Yorkshire Moors
opened up around us.
With only 20 miles to Whitby and a further
six to Robin Hoods Bay, it was time to ease
off the throttle, listen to the birdsong and
the rustle of the grass on the verges, enjoy
the burble of the exhaust and relax as we approached journey’s end.
Crossing the River Esk in Whitby on the high-level bridge, we took time out to
stop and take photographs of Whitby, its abbey and a North Yorks Moors steam
locomotive all basking in the glorious spring sunshine.
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Back on the road and before we knew it, we were rolling into Robin Hoods Bay.
The tide was in, blossom still clothed the cherry
trees and everywhere looked lovely. A convenient ‘pay
and display’ car park at the end of the road enabled us
to park up and we headed for the beach; we had one
more job to do.
One hundred and sixty six miles, top down all the way
stopping only to take photographs and buy fuel, we walked down the steep hill into
Robin Hoods Bay and ceremoniously placed our St Bees’ pebbles on the beach.
Job done.
We made our way back up the hill to the car and
fired it up one last time for the short 12-mile run
to the Fairhaven Guest House, our B&B in Goathland and our billet for the next three days.
Fairhaven Guest House proved to be an inspired
choice. With concealed parking away from prying
eyes, it was the ideal place to leave the MG.
The owners, Sarah and Pete, provided us with tea and scones on arrival, and offered to carry our bags from the car. They even booked
a table for us at a local hostelry for our evening meal.
They must have recognised weary travellers when they
saw them! And we’ve now added to their plaudits on
Tripadvisor.
As a base in North Yorkshire, Goathland takes some
beating. It is surrounded by some of the most picturesque moors roads you can imagine, and with buses running to Whitby, Pickering and York, and the North Yorks
Moors steam railway from Pickering to Whitby stopping in
Goathland, there is public transport aplenty. And don’t forget, the A169 from
Whitby to Pickering is only 2½ miles from Goathland and it is one of the finest
driving roads in the country.
St Bees to Robin Hoods Bay via the A66 plus a few extra days on the North Yorks
Moors is a great idea for a trip – either on your own, with your partner or as a
club event. If you fancy it – what’s stopping you?
We did it and we had a blast!
Roger & Elizabeth
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Membership
Application / Renewal Form

Name
Address

Post Code
e-mail address
Phone No

Car details or changes.

_______________________________________________

(if any)

_______________________________________________

I wish to apply for / renew my membership of Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club at the
annual subscription fee of £15.00

Signed: -

_____________________________________

Date: -

_____________________________________

Payment;
By cheque made payable too;

Or
By Bank Transfer too;

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club and send / pass on to Gordon (details at bottom of the form)

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club.
A/c number 27562668. Sort code 77 26 14
Don’t forget to quote your name as the reference together with the acronym MS. (for membership)

Membership Secretary
Gordon Mallett.
28 Northwood Close,
Burnley,
BB12 0JR,
Tel 01282 429658
Mob 07725 503888
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Preston & District
MG Enthusiasts Club.

Annual Lancashire Lanes Run
Sunday 19th August 2018
Entry Form
Driver
Passenger
Address

Post Code
Tel No
Email address
Car Reg No
Make of Car
Model & Year
Car Club
Entry Fee is £15.00 for a car & two passengers,
Including Tea /Coffee with biscuits a rally plaque & Entry Fee
tulip style route map.

£
@

Extra passengers requiring Tea / Coffee £2.00
each
We have TWO routes this year (a) 45miles & (b)
75miles. Please indicate your preferred route.

Route A

If you wish to dine & chat at the finish of the day a
Hot meal will be served from 4:30pm@ £10.95 per
head for which a voucher will be included with
your start pack, Drinks at the bar are extra.
Please indicate below number of each choice

£2.00

=

£

Route B

@ £10.95 =

£

Menu choice (1) Homemade chicken & mushroom pie served with steamed
veg & beef stake chips.
Menu choice (2) Roasted Mediterranean veg & Lancashire cheese quiche
dressed salad & chips.

Total Cost (entry, tea/coffee, food etc)
Please Make cheques payable to
PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC.
To receive confirmation of your entry, please ensure your
email address is included or send stamped addressed
envelope.

£
Post To;

Neil McLeod
21, Southlands Ave
Lostock Hall
Preston PR5 5XB
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2018
Jul

31st

Club Night - Evening Run & Jacinta Trawler Tour

See Web site or June newsletter

12th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge

Salmesbury Hotel 9.00am

19th

Lancashire Lanes Run

Park Hall, Charnock Richard

28th

Club Night - Evening “Chippie” Run

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

1st

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm

9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south

2nd

Cholmondeley Castle Festival of 1000 Classics

9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south

23rd

Canberra Club meeting - BAE

11am to 4pm - Samlesbury

25th

Club Night - Rocker

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

7th

Sunday Club Run & Lunch

TBA

30th

Club Night - Possibly with Guest Speaker

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

3rd (Sat)

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate

Bonfire lit 7pm sharp

27th

Club Night - Christmas Quiz

Railway Tavern 8:00pm

Dec

27th

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

Jan

5th (sat)

Annual Dinner & Presentation - Leyland Hotel

TBA

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Alternative Events 2018
The list off events below are shown as possibly being of interest to club members.
Currently there are no plans to have club stands at any of these shows but arrangements
could be made it there is sufficient interest.
Dates beyond August will be displayed in the coming months.
Jul
29th
Frodsham Motor Show
4/5th
Hebden Bridge Vintage car weekend
5th
Corner House, Wrightington - Classics Meet
12th
St Catherine's Hospice - Classics at Mill
12th
Classics in Miller Park, Preston
18/19th
Tatton Park
25th (Sat) Botany Bay Car Fest
Aug
26th
Ormskirk Motor Fest
26th
Capesthorne Hall
26th
Classic Car Show, Stanley Park, Blackpool
26th
Ormskirk Motor Fest
26th
Capesthorne Hall
26th
Classic Car Show, Stanley Park, Blackpool

9am - 12noon
10am - 2pm
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Committee 2018
Officers
Chairman & Webmaster
Tony Sharples

tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Tel; 01772 495417

Mobile; 07941 679121

Secretary
Paul Heyes

paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

Tel;

Mobile; 07930 313459

Treasurer
Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Tel; 01772 321559

Mobile; 07730 435929

General Committee
General & Membership
Gordon Mallett

gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Tel; 01282 429658

Mobile; 07725 503888

General & Lancashire Lanes Run
Neil McLeod

neil_mcleod2@outlook.com

Tel; 01772 466648

Mobile; 07921089680

General
Roy Clapham

clapham4@gmail.com

Tel; 01257 264396

Mobile; 07719 756777

General
Dennis Read

loughrigg89@hotmail.com

Tel; 01772 433972

Mobile;

Newsletter Editor
Roy Clapham

clapham4@gmail.com

Tel; 01257 264396

Mobile; 07719 756777

So as to make the Newsletter more interesting could I please encourage you to forward
articles and photographs of your MG related activities?
Submissions are required by the 15th of the month so that the newsletter can be published
and distributed by the 20th.

