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Lostock Hall Carnival

Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
I’m struggling to believe that we are now more than half way through the year
and still seen little signs of summer, having said that we have been able to get out
on a number of club runs and classic cars shows with the tops down and without
getting to wet.
Karen and I had a weekend break near Glasson Dock at the end of June and toured
around Kirby Lonsdale, Settle and the Trough of Bowland on the Saturday. Then
up past Windermere, over Kirkstone Pass to Keswick for lunch then back down
past Coniston to the Swan Inn at Kirby Lonsdale, where we met some skiing
friends for dinner. Although we had a great drive around North Lancs and Cumbria
I have to own up to taking the new company car instead of Karen’s MGTF. The
weather for the weekend wasn’t looking great and it was a good chance to see
what the new car was like.
Events
June 26th Classic Car Show – Townley Park, Burnley.
As we were away this particular weekend we didn’t make it to Townley Park, but
I understand the club had a good turnout.
June 28th Evening Club Run.
Although it was a chilly evening and we were in the middle of some football thing
that many people seem to be getting excited about, we had 9 MG’s that turned up
at Tesco’s Supermarket in Buckshaw village for a 40ish mile tour. South towards
Appley Bridge, then west to Burscough before heading back north via Rufford,
Croston, Midge Hall and finishing at the Brown Hare near Booths Supermarket,
Penwortham. As Karen and I had checked the route only the week before we took
a more direct route back to the Brown Hare for dinner and the 2 for £10 deal.

July 2nd Lostock Hall Carnival.
On behalf of the club I would like to thank Olive, John, Andy and Paul who were
kind enough to use their cars to carry the carnival queen and princesses in the
procession.
July 3rd Leighton Hall Classic Car show.
On Sunday morning members met up at the Phanton Winger for the drive up to
Leighton Hall. Andy, Carole (Schultz), Karen & I decided to set off early so as to
meet up with Gordon (as he had the Igloo, flags & banners) and get a good spot
for the club stand.
After a brief conversation with one of the marshals we discovered that Gordon
hadn’t arrived yet but were shown to a good sized pitch between the arena and
the Hall. We erected the one flag that we had and after a little time most of the
members arrived except for Gordon who arrived some 10 or 15 minutes later
having had some difficulties with traffic (of the bicycle type) over the trough of
Bowland. By the time we had the igloo, banner and flags erected we had 14 cars
on the stand and could settle down to morning coffee.
The weather was kind to us and there was a wide range of vehicles in the show
area and a lot of cars in the public parking area, but very few trade stands
compared to previous years.
During the day a couple of club members took their cars into the arena for judging
and Pete Batty picked up best in his class with his B Roadster.

Announcements / reminders
·
·
·

July 17th
July 26th
Aug 7th

·
·
·

Aug 21st
Aug 28th
Dec 3rd

Fleetwood Tram Day
Club “SYCO” Night (Show Your Car Off)
Northern National, Pately Bridge.
(Please contact Godfrey or member of the committee as soon
as you can if you plan to go. We need this so that we can
request a suitable sized club stand)
Lancashire Lanes Run, Don’t forget to get your entry in.
Club Night
Don’t forget to put this date in your Diary for the Annual Club
Dinner & Presentation Night.

Membership.
I would like to welcome out last member to the club, Michael Jones, bringing our
membership up to 71 which is certainly a record for recent times.
Club Regalia.
We have stock of club regalia with;
Umbrella’s.
@
£20.00
Baseball Caps.
@
£8.00
Also orders for “T” shirts etc can be placed with our treasurer Mick Bamber.
Club Business
Although the AGM is not until January we would still like to know if there are club
members who may be interested in joining the committee and like to know more
about what it does. If you are, please speak to me or any member of the
committee.
Well that’s all for now and we hope to see many of you soon.

Tony

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES - MGs into Europe – June 2016
Having had such a wonderful time touring Europe in the MG in the past few
years with Andy, Mick, Kevin & the girls, it was time to do it again – this time
with Steve & Gill Summerfield in the party. We would pick Steve & Gill up at
Services on the M62. Our trip this year would take us into 6 countries, and would
include a run of some 90 miles round Zurich with the Zurich MG Club.
About to leave the Schultz Palace

So on Monday the 13th June we all set off on our adventure heading for Hull
where we would board the overnight ferry to Rotterdam. We were all carrying
SatNavs, as inevitably we would get split up in traffic, and we also had a very
handy communication system using WhatsApp on our phones, so the group
could keep in touch as to location and any problems that might occur.
Well, on the M62, and about 100 miles from Hull, Andy’s Roadster decided to call
it a day in the fast lane with petrol pump failure. Somehow, Andy got onto the
hard shoulder and was soon under the car trying to sort the problem. However,
the car had to come home on an RAC flatbed and Andy set to work to repair the
car in his workshop. Having heard of Andy’s difficulty, the rest of us pulled into
the Services further on, and having spoken to Andy, we decided to do a Jeremy
Clarkson, abandoning our mate, and continuing on to Hull, as there was nothing
we could do, and in any case the traffic going west on the M62 was virtually at a
standstill. Having sorted the car that evening, Andy & Carole then drove through
the night to the Channel Tunnel, crossed over and continued driving down to
Metz where our 1st hotel stop was. They arrived Tuesday afternoon.
Meanwhile we all continued up to Hull, boarded the ferry, nice meal in the
restaurant, and off to sleep in our berths. It was a calm crossing and we all
disembarked at 8.30am Tuesday morning for our drive to the Novotel in Metz,
bypassing Antwerp & Brussels on the way. The weather was dull and somewhat
wet at times - this was something we would have to get used to on this holiday.

However, we were so surprised to see Andy & Carole already at the Novotel, as
we had not expected to see them, for a few days, certainly. We couldn’t believe
that they had driven such a long way!
Wednesday the 15th, and we’re all off to our next hotel stop, the Kalikutt Hotel
near Oppenhau. The Rotterdam/Metz run was about 270 miles, and today’s run
would be some 120 miles, so our idea was to head for Baden Baden, where we
could stop and have a look round. Understandably we had all split up, and Steve
& Gill arrived in BB before the rest of us, to report that a water main in the town
had burst and was causing traffic chaos. However, Ann & I weren’t far behind,
and came into BB a back way, and by pure chance saw Steve in a small car park
so we pulled in. No sooner had we parked when the sun came out! Wow! How
nice. So the four of us had a coffee in the square for an hour passing the time of
day. Later on we headed up to the Kalikutt Hotel, situated out of Oppenau in a
rural elevated position with great scenery around. This was once an ordinary
house and had been in the family for a few generations. The rooms were
spacious with great views, and we all celebrated our arrival with a few
beers/glasses of AperoKalikutthof – a hotel speciality.
The staff at the Kalikutt were so friendly towards us, and we really enjoyed the
hospitality here. We were serenaded by an accordion player during meals, and
all in all we were very impressed with our stay at this family hotel.
Thursday 16th – Mick had a tourist book on Baden Baden and so we all agreed to
go there and do a walking tour. Well, this town is an affluent one, and the houses
on the outskirts are quite magnificent, particularly in what was the big Jewish
area prior to WW2. Brass plaques were often seen inlaid into the pavements
outside the houses indicating who originally lived there and owned the property.
Our walking tour took us through the main park along the river and back into
town, which had some chic shopping streets. All in all, a fine German town with
plenty of character. Unfortunately as we were enjoying a coffee at a street café,
the heavens opened, and torrents of water came pouring down the streets,
accompanied by the sound and sight of thunder and lightening. Oh Dear!
But I have to say – our stay at the Kalikutt and car trips to the surrounding area
were superb, despite the weather.
Coffee at Baden Baden in a thunderstorm!

So far, we had driven through the Netherlands, Belgium & Germany. Next day it
would be Switzerland, where we would have to buy a Vignette for £32, a permit
attached to the windscreen allowing the vehicle to use the Swiss motorways.
So on Saturday the 18th, we all set off for the IBIS hotel in Adliswil, a small suburb
of Zurich in Switzerland, and a distance of some 150 miles from the Kalikutt
Hotel. The IBIS turned out to be a ‘transit’ hotel ideal for passing business
people, and whilst perfectly clean and tidy in every respect, it was a little
overcrowded in the restaurant and foyer area, and sometimes it was difficult to
get a seat. Aside from that, it was reasonably close to Zurich city centre, some 2
miles away and reachable by bus/tram. Now, in preparation for our trip, Mick
had made contact with the Zurich MG club who were holding a ‘Zurich Lanes
Run’ of 126km on Sunday the 19th. Well of course we’re all up for it! The run
would take us through Chlaggi, the breadbasket area of the Zurich region, with
all its agriculture, and up the slopes of the Jura foothills, an area known for the
Pinot Noir grape. This area is also called Blauburgunderland.
Can’t wait!
Then, very sadly, Mick heard news that the organizer had suffered a serious
heart attack and the run was off. However, it was clear that the Zurich MG club
did not want to let us down, and so Peter Traber and colleague Guido got
together and arranged to meet us at the IBIS Hotel from where we commenced a
90 mile run around the Zurich area. And so we followed Guido’s BGT V8 up and
down dell, hairpins, steep hills, and views of lake Lucerne below, hampered by
the rain and mist on yet another damp day. Guido is a past national president of
the Swiss MG Club, and Peter Traber is currently a board member of the club.
Lunch had been arranged at a fabulous restaurant overlooking Lake Lucerne clearly a Sunday lunch favourite with Swiss people. The President of the Swiss
MG Club was there, Martin (I forget his last name) with his wife. Martin has two
1930s MGs and his wife, also an MG fan, arrived in a pull handle B Roadster. We
presented two club caps and a T-shirt to the 3 guys and they were highly
delighted. We really were grateful to Peter Traber and Guido for going out of
their way to organize a great day for us.
Martin, President of the Swiss MG Club, with Mick & Rosie

Next day, the 20th, and we all visited the city of Zurich, doing our own thing –
some on the lake tours, some on the bus tour of the city. Ann & I went shopping
for the biggest diamond we could find on the Bahnhofstrasse, one of the world’s
most expensive and exclusive shopping streets. But Ann didn’t see one she liked.
It’s true! And – Switzerland ain’t cheap. Steve & Gill got stung for two coffees and
two ham toasties – 48SF. That’s £35! Ok – it was at a café on the lakeside, and the
view must have cost £25. Incidentally, petrol was selling at 1.55 euros a litre,
with Belgium & Germany roughly the same. However we would get a nice
surprise when we eventually entered Luxembourg – less than £1 a litre! That’s
more like it, especially for some of us driving V8s!
Tuesday the 21st arrived, and we would be leaving Switzerland to drive about
115 miles over the border into France to our next stop – Hotel Le
Schoenenbourg, in Riquewihr, one of the prettiest villages in Europe. Our route
today would take us along the ‘Route des Cretes’ one of the gems on our tour,
which included the Grand Ballon with excellent vistas and mountain roads. But
ALAS! The weather. Drizzle & thick fog was the order of the day, and it was
difficult at times to see the car in front, never mind the views which should have
been such a feature. Mummelsee was a must but with the fog and drizzle, it was
not possible to take in any views.
Foggy at Mummelsee

So, in the fog we all got split up again, but upon arrival at our hotel, the sun came
out and the forecast for the next few days was good! GOOD!
And sure enough it was. There was an outdoor pool, and Rosie & Carole were in
their element lapping up the sunshine and swimming to their heart’s content.
Carole can still swim two lengths underwater! Can you?
Some of us decided to return to the Grand Ballon area in the cars and we were
able to see what we’d missed the previous day. Just outstanding.
Grand Ballon – in nice weather!

Kevin & Rosie visited the Schlumpf Museum at Mulhouse, some 40 miles away –
one of the biggest and most important collection of cars in Europe. And
Riquewihr was a wonderful picturesque place, steeped in history going back to
its German occupation in the 40s. Principally a cobbled main street with
delightful restaurants, cafes and shops. No cars permitted and definitely a place
to return to.
The beautiful village of Riquewihr in the Alsace region

The whole Alsace region of France is full of great driving roads and scenic places,
and we were impressed. The sunshine also helped! We visited a falconry and
eagle centre not far away, and we were quite amazed to see bald eagles and
other birds of prey so tame and flying close to us all.
On the MG run & somewhere in Switzerland – and its not raining!

Kevin & Rosie’s room had a large balcony so it was up there at 5.30pm for
apperos and drinkie poos each night. This was a nice hotel and we all had a great
time there.
Time to move on, and we would be off to our next stop, a hotel close to
Luxembourg city, called the Mercure Kikuoka Golf Club Hotel.
Now as we approached Luxembourg, we drove across a bridge over the river
Moselle, leaving Germany behind. Once immediately over the bridge, we were in
Luxembourg, and there were eight petrol stations next door to each other within
yards of the bridge. Petrol is so cheap in Luxembourg, so it was straight in there
to fill up at less than £1 a litre. Happy days!
The hotel was a magnificent place with some 240 rooms, several of which were
two storey. Mick played 9 holes on the golf course with Kevin & I walking. I’m a
left hander and the hotel could not find the left hand set which I’d ordered!
Probably in somebody’s room at the time. Maybe a Trip Adviser comment is
warranted.
So we all went into Luxembourg city, some 3 stations away, on the train. The
weather had turned again so it was another drizzly day. We all hopped on a tour
bus, the on/off type, but we were somewhat disappointed with the city, one of
the main financial centres of the EU. Apart from its main cathedral, it lacked sight
seeing places but nevertheless Ann found a shopping mall where the plastic
made an unexpected appearance.
The sun came out the next day, and we all visited a flea market down by the
Moselle riverside. A brass band was playing some great British tunes on a
bandstand, but for one reason or another they gave the Dambusters March a
miss. They were superb, and we enjoyed the music. A river cruise was next,
followed by lunch. A nice day out before departure next day.
And – all the cars were behaving perfectly!

Next day, and we’re up to Monday the 27th July – doesn’t time fly. Today, we
would be travelling back to Rotterdam for the 8.30pm ferry. This would be quite
a long run, some 230 miles or so, and we all left separately. Of course, WhatsApp
allowed us to keep in touch, and the phones were quite busy with progress
updates. The weather was shocking at times, headlamps on frequently, mist and
fog on the motorways, and indeed I have to say, some terrible driving standards.
European drivers like to be on your rear bumper all the time, they pull out in
front of you at no distance, and you have to have your wits about you at all times.
Mick, Kevin & Andy were pelted with hailstones the size of golf balls as they
circuited Strasbourg, and had to reduce their speed to nearly 10mph! Oh Dear!
However, we all arrived at the ferry terminal with plenty of time to spare to be
greeted with several hundred motor bikes returning from a Grand Prix at Essen
in Germany, and also a scooter crowd - Lambrettas & Vespas chucking out smoke
from their two strokers as they fired up to get on the ship.
The England Iceland game was on the big screens on the ship, and there was
plenty of banter on board from the bikers, who notably were downing vast
quantities of Newcastle Brown during the evening. I can safely say most were
from the north east of England.
And – an easy run next morning with the roof down to Preston.
A good fun holiday, with iffy weather at times, but it didn’t stop our enjoyment.
Kevin says we did about 1800 miles door to door.
Not bad.

GODFREY
And…
The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady because she had
just got married for the fourth time. The interviewer asked her questions about
her life, about what it felt like to be marrying again at 80, and then about her new
husband's occupation.
"He's a funeral director," she answered.
"Interesting," the newsman thought.
He then asked her if she wouldn't mind telling him a little about her first three
husbands and what they did for a living. She paused for a few moments, needing
time to reflect on all those years. After a time, a smile came to her face and she
explained that she had first married a banker when she was in her 20's, a circus
ringmaster in her 40's, and a preacher when in her 60's, and now,in her 80's,a
funeral director.
The interviewer asked why she had married four men with such diverse careers.
She explained, "I married one for the money, two for the show, three to get
ready, and four to go."
Boom, Boom !

Fleetwood tram day 2016

Sunday 21st August 2016.
The 15th “Lancashire Lanes Run”
Open to all MG & Classic Cars
Join us by enjoying an 85+ mile tour of the picturesque Lancashire
countryside. Starting and finishing at Dobbies Garden Centre.
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston)
The entry fee of £13.00 includes car with 2 occupants, tea or coffee with
biscuits at the start, tulip style route book and classic rally plate.
The route book will indicate possible picnic spots and pubs for lunch; there is
also cafe & restaurant in the Garden Centre for those who may wish to eat at
the end of the run.
For information and booking form please contact: Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417

Sunday 21st August 2016.
The 16th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
Car with Passenger

£13.00

Number of additional passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee of £13.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or
coffee with biscuits at the start, rally plate, and tulip style route book.
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 85+ miles, starting and finishing at:
Dobbies Garden Centre
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 8th August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for
an acknowledgement of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque to:

Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Autotest - Schultz Palace

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Evening Club Run tesco buckshaw village

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
29th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul

Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q
7.30 depart 8.00

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

