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Archie Russell (with navigator Bill Ryding) - winner of the Autotest - again!
-----------------------------------FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Sunday 13th July - Run & Lunch - meet Shackletons Garden Centre, Clitheroe 10.30am
Sunday 20th July - Fleetwood Tram Day - meet River Pilot Preston Docks 9.30am
Tuesday 29th July Club Night at the Railway Tavern - Show Your Car Off (SYCO)
Sunday 3rd August - Northern National, Pateley Bridge - meet 9.30am Samlesbury Hotel - PR5 0UL
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
I would wish to inform you that Bill Ryding was admitted to hospital some 10 days
ago, suffering from a blood clot in his leg. He had an operation to relieve the problem, and he expects to leave hospital by the end of this week, Thursday or Friday
the 10th or 11th. Bill is fine, but he won’t be able to get behind the wheel of an MG
properly for a few weeks. Not nice, particularly with the fine weather we have been
having. I’m sure you will join me in wishing Bill a speedy recovery, and I know he
will want to join us for SYCO night on the 29th, all being well.
I am away in France in the MG from Thursday the 11th, for about 10 days, and in
the circumstances I’ve issued a shortened early newsletter this month. It would be
unfair to ask Bill to prepare a Chairman’s Chat so soon after returning home, to include in this newsletter, so on this occasion we will understandably give it a miss.
Well, during June and early July the club attended some decent events, all in fine
weather. The 29th classic car show at Hoghton Tower took place on the 22nd June,
and was well supported. This was my first visit to a classic car show here, and it
was well organised. I noticed that a black MGA won Car of the Show.

Then on to the Autotest at the Schultz Palace. A touch of rain early on in the evening made the field a little bit damp, shall we say, and those entering the Autotest
slid and slithered about trying to find traction on the tricky surface. The barbeque
was on, and out came the cool boxes with, in Trevor Mallett’s case, wine, glasses,
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napkins, knives and forks, Uncle Tom Cobley and all! Dorothy had even brought
Gordon’s favourite plastic mug for him to drink out of!
Well, Archie Russell took it nice and easy on his way round, no nudging cones, no
big slides, no aggressive turns, and there you have it. Beat the rest of them he did,
for the 2nd year in a row. He hasn’t passed his Advanced Driving Test for nothing!
Well done, Archie!
Andy Schultz, Paul Heyes & Graham Lockwood attended Lostock Hall Carnival on
the 28th and ferried the queens & their retinues in the procession through Lostock
Hall. There is a rumour that Andy had a breakdown with his B, due to a dodgy and
malfunctioning alternator. These things don’t last forever!
And on to Leighton Hall on the 6th July, last Sunday. My first visit and what a great
setting for a show - on the front lawns of Leighton Hall, the home of the Gillow family, famously known for their furniture under the name of Wareing & Gillow. The
house was open as were the wonderful gardens. The club had 14 cars attending,
and Gordon had us lined up in a circular theme with the igloo in the middle.
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There is a club run on Sunday next, the 13th July, starting from Shackleton’s Garden Centre, Clitheroe Road, Chatburn, nr. Clitheroe, BB7 4JY. Whilst the website
meeting time says meet at 10.00am, I notice that it is recorded in the events list in
this newsletter at 10.30am. The later time is probably the best. Lunch will be at
‘Eileen’s tea rooms’ somewhere up in the Wharfedale area.
Then Fleetwood Tram Day on Sunday the 20th July. This is a really good day out,
and Preston & District MGEC is the only car club in the procession. Arrangements
are as usual. Meet in the River Pilot car park at 9.30am. Travel to Fleetwood and
assemble in a line in Copse Road for about 11.00 to 11.15, for guidance by the
stewards when the time is ready to enter the procession. Parking will have been arranged for the cars at the front near the Euston Hotel.
SYCO on Club Night, the 29th July, at the Railway Tavern, Leyland, and then the
Northern Nationals at Pateley Bridge on the 3rd August.
Some years back, I published an article about the number of cars I’ve owned, and
also details about my first car which cost me sixpence and a Christmas pudding. I
have been asked to publish the article again, and as we have had several new
members joining the club, here it is again…..
My Car History
Have you ever thought about how many cars you’ve owned in your lifetime? That is, excluding company cars.
Well, I have, and the number quite astounds me. I can remember the number plates of several of them, and
some of them, I’m sure, would sell for a few bob today.
I owned the following cars, in the order that I acquired them:
Standard 8
Standard 8
Berkeley 4 wheeler (the 3 wheeler was the more popular)
Morris Minor Convertible (WKF 720)
Volkswagon Beetle (TBF 210)
Sunbeam Rapier (with overdrive)
Mini (White with a green roof) – We all owned one of those at sometime, didn’t we?
Triumph Spitfire 1300cc Mk 2
Ford Cortina Mk 2 1300cc
Ford Capri 1600GT
Ford Cortina Mk 3
Ford Escort Estate
Ford Escort 1300E (ordered specially in black paint – black cars were unheard of in the mid 70s)
Opel Ascona 2000SR
Opel Ascona 1600S
Opel Kadet
Vauxhall Cavalier (new shape)
BMW 318 – 1800cc
BMW 525 SE
Mercedes CLK 230 Komp. Convertible
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Since I’ve been married, Ann has owned a mini, two Fiat 500s, an Austin Allegro, & two Fiestas.
I acquired my B Roadster in 1991 form a Chorley owner, who’d had it laid up for nearly 6 years.
Not bad, eh?
My 1st car, a Standard, cost me 6d and a Christmas pudding.
You don’t believe me? Well, I still have the newspaper cutting to prove it.
I was 16, nearly 17 at the time, mad on cars, couldn’t wait to start learning to drive & pass my test. The
year? 1963 – December.
I lived with my parents in Bootle at the time, and the local weekly paper had a column called the
‘Grapevine’. I noticed an article in the Grapevine saying that ‘Mr Quinn, owner of Clearways Garage, Ince
Blundell, was giving away a car to the first person to hand him sixpence & a Christmas pudding on Saturday lunchtime at 1.30pm. I jumped up, and told my mother & father that I was going to go for it, and furthermore as it was Friday today, I was going to go to the garage tonight with my sleeping bag & a few rations. After all I was a senior scout at the time, and I had experience of camping out overnight etc. You
could do that sort of thing fairly safely in those days, as you will know.
My parents hummed & haa’d, but could see how excited I was, and agreed to drop me off at the garage
that evening. First I had to get down to Tesco in the Bootle New Strand shopping centre, and pick up a
Christmas pudding. No problem.
I duly arrived at Clearways garage at about 11.00pm, in my parka jacket, with small rucksack & sleeping bag
hanging over my shoulders. I could see all these cars for sale to one side of the main petrol forecourt, all of
course well outside my price range. I could afford to go to the pictures on a Saturday night, but a car? No
way. But I wanted to get the car!
I walked intro a small hut where a male petrol attendant was on duty, and he looked at me with complete
amazement. I told him I had come to win the car next day, whereupon he told me that, yes, it was next day,
and I should turn up then. He told me the garage would close at 12 midnight, and I couldn’t stay there. I
said that I’d be OK with a small tent & sleeping bag nearby, and I wasn’t expecting to stay inside the hut or
anywhere else for that matter.
He clearly wasn’t happy with that and he rang the owner, Mr Quinn, who, after a lengthy conversation told
him that I could sleep in the car overnight, rather than setting up a tent in the cold & dark. Wow! Great! I
was over the moon, but tried not to show it too much.
And there it was. A blue Standard 8 – a 1948 model, in good condition, fully roadworthy, with leather
seats! There was no ignition key for the car. The ignition worked with a black switch, but I was not going
to try anything untoward, having received an element of trust from the owner. So into my sleeping bag I
went, and I tried to sleep.
Next morning, some of the mechanics arrived around 8am to probably work a Saturday morning shift, and
they got to know about me turning up the night before. I was wandering about and one of them called me
over to remind me that the rules were ‘the first person to hand Mr Quinn a sixpence & a Christmas pudding got the
car, not the first person to arrive at the garage’. He then proceeded to tell me that Mr Quinn would take one of
the cars on sale up the clearway/dual carriageway to Formby for his lunch, and would return at 1.30pm on
the nail. He also told me to note which car he took, so that I would be able to recognise it on its return
pulling into the garage, whereas anyone else would think he was just another punter calling in for petrol.
I thanked the mechanic for his excellent advice.
And so – Mr Quinn took a black car at about 12.00, I can’t quite remember the model, but it was a Ford,
and off he went in the direction of Formby. One could see about half a mile up the dual carriageway from
the garage, so the scene was set!
At 1.15pm, you could not move on the forecourt, apart from the petrol area, for people were everywhere
stood around clutching their Christmas puddings. But there was one person who knew the score – the rest
didn’t.
So at 1.25pm I ventured towards the entrance area, and kept a quiet lookout up the clearway. I saw the
black Ford – my heart was thumping away – it indicated to pull into the garage, and as it stopped and the
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door opened, guess who pushed a sixpence & a Christmas pudding onto Mr Quinn’s lap?
Yes – ME! I did it! Everybody else just stood there, not knowing what to do, but they all did groan inwardly when the photographer appeared to take my photograph with Mr Quinn.
I haven’t finished.
My photo & the story was not only in the Bootle Herald the next week, but it was also on Page 3 of the
Daily Sketch, the Daily Mirror, & a few other national newspapers of the day! I received about 50 letters,
some congratulating, some believe it or not of a begging nature.
My mother drove the car home, and that was my car for my first 18 months with a full driving licence.
I passed my driving test 3 weeks after my 17th birthday.
I also didn’t go to the pictures for a wee while! My money went on petrol at the hefty price of 1shilling &
9pence a gallon – about 9 or 10p in today’s money.

GODFREY
------------------------

Andy still has the Triumph Bike for sale, details as follows:
Triumph Tiger Cub Trials Bike, 1960 200cc single with aluminium rims. Akront 21”
front, 18” rear. Runs OK and is registered for the road.

£1800 o.n.o.
Telephone Andy - 01772 627120
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 25 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 23 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 25 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 6 Apr

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Mitton Hall, BB7 9PQ

Sun 27 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

10.00

Stydd Gardens, Ribchester
PR3 3YN

Tue 29 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 4 May

Lakeland Car Museum, Newby Br.

10.00

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 May

Club Night—evening run

19.00

Botany Bay Mill, Chorley

6/9th Jun

NTBHWE—Wales

09.30

Dirty Mary’s, Bamber Bridge

Sun 22 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 24 Jun

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 29 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

10.00

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sat 5 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

10.30

Gas Works Road, Lostock Hall

Sun 6 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Phantom Winger

Sun 13 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Shackletons Gdn Centre

Sun 20 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot car park, Preston

Tue 29 Jul

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 Aug

Northern National—Pateley Bridge

09.30

TBA

Sun 17 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Mon 25 Aug

Woodsmoor Classic Show Stockport 09.30

B&Q - Bamber Bridge

Tue 26 Aug

Club Night evening run

19.00

TBA

Sun 31 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Barton Grange Gdn Ctr. A6

Sat 6 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sun 9 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch 10.00

Ribble Pilot car park

Tue 30 Sep

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Tue 28 Oct

Club Night-Murder Mystery

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 25 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Possibly the Railway

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william.wryding@virginmedia.com

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 640841
grfdennis@gmail.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
Kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Paul Heyes

Tel: 01257 472262
Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Highbank, 9 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston PR4 5ZJ
Tel: 01772 640841
Mobile: 07780 682592
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com
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