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MG Weekend at Silverstone – photo by Godfrey and Ann Dennis

Chairman's Chat
I can't believe how much has happened since
June's Chairman's Chat, admittedly I had to
send in my article to Bill early as he and Janet
were off to Greece for a bit of sun. The first
event was the Hellifield Run organised by Bob
& Carol Moore; for this run I had a
replacement navigator as Karen stayed at
home and tackled the daunting task of
completing job application forms. As Bill
Ryding still had his arm in a sling from his
shoulder op and therefore couldn't drive he
accepted the offer a ride out in the passenger
seat for a change. It was an excellent day out
with a great route and one of the few sunny
days of the past couple of months.
A few days later was Rogers Run organised by
Roger and Elizabeth Schofield, this was a
variation on last years event which finished at
Formby with a picnic. This year it finished at
the car park on the front at Southport close to
a number of eating establishments and as it
was not the warmest or driest of summer
evenings most people opted to go to Pizza Hut
for a bite to eat and a chance to warm up.
A couple of days later Karen & I went off to
Tenerife for a week, it wasn't quite as hot as
previous years but it was great to just chill out
by the pool or on the balcony soaking up the
sun. (The photo below was taken from our
balcony) In the evenings we would wander
down the sea front to one of the many local
restaurants for dinner, a little wine and to
watch the sun set.

Sunday 1st July should have been the
Garstang Classic but it was effectively
abandoned due to all of the rain and a very
wet show field.
The following weekend we had two events, on
the Saturday was the Lostock Hall Carnival (see
Sec's notes) and on Sunday was Leighton Hall.
Karen and I couldn't make it to the Lostock event
as we drove up to Ulverston on the Saturday
and stopped over with friends and then drove
down to Leighton Hall on the Sunday. What a
great weekend it turned out to be, time to catch
up with friends on the Saturday over food and
wine, then a chance to enjoy the good weather
and company of club members in the pleasant
surrounding of Leighton Hall and top down
motoring both days.
The following Thursday was the Schultz
Shuffle, a thirty odd mile run finishing at the
Welcome Tavern. Unfortunately I didn't get
home from work in time to go on the run but
did manage to get to the finish just in time to
have a quick chat.
Notes and Reminders.
The next club night is the Auto test this is on
the last Tuesday in the month, 31st July, not
as advertised in some Newsletters.
As you will have noticed we have recently held
a couple of events at the Welcome Tavern and
from what we (the committee) can tell
members seem to like it. So at the last
committee meeting we agreed to make it our
new meeting place instead of Fox Lane. So
after the auto test at Andy's (the Schultz
Estate) the rest of the year's club nights have
been booked for the Welcome Tavern.
On behalf of all the members that took part in
the Hellifield Run, Rogers Run, and Treasure
Hunt I would like to thank Bob & Carol Moore,
Roger & Elizabeth Schofield and Martyn &
Jane Davidson for their time, effort and
enthusiasm in organising these events.

We flew back into Manchester airport in the
early hours of Saturday morning and then
spent the rest of the day catching up with lost
sleep and getting ready for the next few club
events. On the Sunday afternoon it was off to
the Schultz estate for the activities day and
BBQ (see sec's notes). The following Tuesday
was club night with a treasure hunt that
started and finished at the Welcome Tavern
and was organised with military precision by
Martyn & Jane Davidson (see treasure hunt
report for more details).

If anyone is interested in purchasing any items
of club clothing please let me or a member of
the committee know. (See order form in
earlier issues of Newsletter)
Don't forget to check out the club web site,
also please pass on any articles or information
that would be suitable.
www.prestonmg.co.uk

Tony

Secretary’s Notes
Well it's been a busy month for Julie and me
on both the MG and the International Haulage
front. On the business side we are in the
process of expanding the fleet by adding a
new Renault in August with additional trucks
in the early part of 2008. For those of you not
aware, the common language in European
haulage is English; however I have found a
secret document in the European Ministry of
Transport's office. It says that the English
spelling does leave room for improvement and
that a five year plan has been drawn up to
create Euro-English. The policy has been
agreed with the French.
In the first year “s” will be used instead of the
soft “c” and the letter “k” will replace the hard
“c”
Not only will this klear up any Konfusion and
make the life of a truck driver easier, it will also
mean komputer keyboards will need one less
key.
There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the
second year when the troublesome “ph” will
be replased with an “f”. This will make words
like “fotograf” 20% shorter.
In the third year, publik akseptanse of the new
spelling kan be expeked to get to the stage
where more komplikated alterations are
possible. So double letters will be removed to
increase the likelihood of akurate speling and
the horrible mes of the silent “e” will be
banished.
By the forth yar, people will be reseptiv to
steps like replasing “th” by “z” and “w” by
“v”. During ze fitz yar,ze unecesary “o” kan be
dropd from vords containing “ou” and similar
modifications vud of kors be apld to ozer
kombinations of leters.
After zis fifz yar, ve vile hav a sensibl riten styl.
Zer vil be no mor trubls or difikultis and
evrivun vil find it ezi tu understand ech ozer.
Ze drem vil finali kum tru.
On the MG front, unfortunately the poor
weather we have been experiencing did cause
the cancellation of the Garstang Show and the
Lancashire Classic Car Show. As you can tell,
this has left me viz far too much time on my
hands and has allowed me to finish reading
Jeremy Clarkson's “Born to be Riled” for which
I am grateful, I Think!
On the 23rd June, the Schultz Estate played
host to the annual activities weekend. Luckily
this was one of the few weekends it didn't rain
and although the field was a little wet, it added
to the attraction. The large gazebo was set up

and the barbecue was installed under the
shelter of the house. The first event to take
place was the archery (bow and arrows to the
laymen). Those who participated after several
attempts started to hit the target instead of the
back board which had been set up to prevent
the arrows from disappearing into the adjoining
field. After an hour and a couple of hot dogs,
the bow was replaced with a couple of air rifles.
The targets were replaced so another hour of
virtual hunting ensued. Some pork chops and a
couple of beers were served to keep up the
energy levels in preparation for the third and
final event. Now racing MG Midgets and the
likes around a wet field is not advisable if the
car is your pride and joy, so the MG's were
replaced with a very light weight go-cart that
had been built for off road use. A course was
laid out and the contestants given two laps to
familiarise themselves with both the go-cart and
the lap. It was then three laps against the clock.
The winner taking away the knowledge of
knowing he or she was the quickest. Natalie
Shultz played the part of Preston's equivalent of
Lewis Hamilton until Andy Schultz stepped up
to the starting line and promptly showed young
Natalie that experience will always triumph over
youthful enthusiasm. A great event and thanks
go to both Andy and Carol Schultz for
organising the event.
We did manage to get five cars in the Lostock
Hall Carnival this year. With John leading the
way in his Mk1 Midget with the new Queen
elect and Neil in his V8 powered MG B carrying
the Prince and Princess close behind. Don in
his MG B carried the retiring Queen and her
Prince and Princess being carried by Kevin in
his RV8. That left me with the job of
transporting the junior Queen. The weather
just about stayed dry for the actual procession
and as the day progressed, the sun came out
and made for a pleasant afternoon. Thank you
to all who gave up their free time to attend.
The following day, five MG's headed up the A6
to Leighton Hall. This was the venue for
another Classic Car Show. On arriving we were
joined by another three club members. After
the Gazebo was erected and having had a late
night before, a quick siesta seamed like a good
idea. Alan, Andy, John and myself entered our
cars into the arena under the sports car
category. Needless to say, we all left empty
handed. This was the first time Julie and I have
been to Leighton Hall. Excluding the Silver
Jubilee events, I think this was the nicest

Secretary’s Notes
venue. After a walk around the gardens and a
visit to the Birds of Prey Avery, Julie and I had
to leave early. Still, with the roof down, we
had a very enjoyable journey home.
Unfortunately, Julie and I were unable to
attend the Treasure Hunt last month so I'm not
in a position to report on the event. However, I
do believe that next year the event will be
organised by Andy and Carol Schultz. Thank
you to Martyn and Jane Davidson (who
incidentally looked terrific in her fancy dress at
the Lostock Hall Carnival although what she
was doing socialising with Darth Vader, one
can only assume that she's been seduced by
the dark side of the force!) for organising this
year's event. (See Martyn's item 'we counted
them all out' later in this issue - ed)
For the events in the coming weeks, please
check with the calendar at below, Remember

(cont.)

the date of the Auto test at the Schultz Estate
was noted incorrectly in last month's newsletter.
Bye for now

Graham

Calendar of Events for 2007
Date

Club Event

At

Time

Meet

Tue 31 July

Auto Test

Schultz Estate

20.00 Andy’s

4/5 Aug

Northern National

Pateley Bridge

9.30

Thu 16 Aug

Evening Run

Only Graham knows 19.30 Bygone Times,
Eccleston

Tue 28 Aug

Evening Run

Preston

Sun 9 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

Tue 25 Sep

Club Night - Guest Speaker

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Tue 30 Oct

Quiz Night

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Tue 27 Nov

Natter, Noggin & Planning

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Fri 7 Dec

Annual Dinner

TBA

19.30 TBA

Sat 29 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

Swallow Hotel,
Samlesbury

19.30 Welcome Tavern
9.30

Samlesbury Hall

TBA

Editorial
Eight cars completed the 'Schultz Shuffle' run around local byways on 12th July. Amidst all this
wet weather, it was a relief to get the Midget out on a relatively dry evening, though we did
encounter a thick mist on the higher ground around Top o' th'Lane that meant headlights on.
Some members who left the start at B&Q after us came across a BMW that had been forced into
a ditch along a narrow section of Parr Lane, and were obliged to take an alternative route. All
eventually turned up at the Welcome Tavern to enjoy some liquid refreshment. Thanks to Andy
and Carole for organising the event.
Thanks also to Jeff Reid for sending me the following:At a recent computer expo (COMDEX), Bill Gates reportedly compared the computer industry
with the auto industry and stated,
"If GM had kept up with technology like the computer industry has, we would all be driving
$25.00 cars that got 1,000 miles to the gallon."
In response to Bill's comments, General Motors issued a press release stating:
If GM had developed technology like Microsoft, we would all be driving cars with the following
characteristics (and I just love this part):
1. For no reason whatsoever, your car would crash........Twice a day.
2. Every time they repainted the lines in the road, you would have to buy a new car.
3. Occasionally your car would die on the motorway for no reason. You would have to pull to
the side of the road, close all of the windows, shut off the car, restart it, and reopen the
windows before you could continue. For some reason you would simply accept this.
4. Occasionally, executing a maneuver such as a left turn would cause your car to shut down and
refuse to restart, in which case you would have to reinstall the engine.
5. Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the sun, was reliable, five times as fast and
twice as easy to drive - but would run on only five percent of the roads.
6. The oil, water temperature, and alternator warning lights would all be replaced by a single
"This Car Has Performed An Illegal Operation" warning light.
7. The airbag system would ask "Are you sure?" before deploying.
8. Occasionally, for no reason whatsoever, your car would lock you out and refuse to let you in
until you simultaneously lifted the door handle, turned the key and grabbed hold of the radio
antenna.
9. Every time a new car was introduced car buyers would have to learn how to drive all over
again because none of the controls would operate in the same manner as the old car.
10. You'd have to press the "Start" button to turn the engine off.

Bill B

Treasure Hunt 2007
“We counted them all out and we counted them all back”
Mission planning had actually commenced over a year ago for this sortie into potential hostile
territory. Moreover, the mission complexity was compounded by the need to establish a new
Forward Operating Base (FOB), the previous base having been compromised due to overutilisation and poor security (lighting) measures. A Special Unit, known only as “Sharples” had
carried out a highly secretive reconnaissance into Hemmel Lane territory and, having recruited an
agent (codenamed pub landlady), designated The Welcome Tavern as the new FOB.
At the same time, another Special Unit, known only as “Davidsons” had taken on the hazardous
undercover mission of carrying out a deeper reconnaissance into unknown territory in order to
undertake mission planning activities for the main strike. This was repeated on several weekends
with an independent team verifying the final mission plan.
The primary aim was to gather intelligence by navigating a predetermined route and obtaining
local information en-route. Units were then required to freely navigate a return route back to
the sanctuary of the FOB.
D Day dawned brightly on the 26 July which was a welcome sight for the teams; the previous
days had indicated the possible need for an amphibious element! The Forward Party had
established its position at the FOB and made arrangements for the welcome of the main raiding
parties (ie switched on the lights and checked the refuelling equipment (IPA and wine)).
Classified documents and maps were distributed and the 12 designated teams then huddled into
their own individual planning activities. The teams then quickly dispersed on their missions.
One team seemed reluctant to leave but, with the bar temporarily placed out of bounds and the
aid of a sharp stick, they to were forced to depart.
The intelligence gathering phase went well although some confusion arose at one point when
an assessment of hazard was required at one particular location. More than one team assessed
that the hazard was in fact the driver rather than something outside the vehicle!
Meanwhile, back at the FOB, several non-deploying teams arrived to provide the necessary
succour to the returning teams. Plans had also been made to undertake Combat Search and
Rescue missions should the need arise but, thankfully, this was not required. The teams duly
arrived back and the Command Team immediately devoted itself to the all important task on
intelligence assessment. The teams proved remarkably close in their performance but the clear
top performers were Mark and Karen (and Wilf?) in their mission-proven Midget. Interestingly,
their tardiness to leave the FOB originally, had clearly masked their skills in mission planning!
An independent agent at the FOB had previously randomly selected the planning team for next
year's mission. Sorry Andy!

Martyn and Jane Davidson

Sunday 9th Sept 2007
The 7th Annual
“Lancashire Lanes Run”
Est. 1980
Driver..............................................................................................................................................
Passenger .......................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS: .......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
POSTCODE ......................................................................................................................................
TEL No: ...........................................................................................................................................
MAKE of CAR ...............................................................MODEL ......................................................
YEAR ...........................................................................REG No: ......................................................
CAR CLUB .......................................................................................................................................
e-mail address ................................................................................................................................
Car with Passenger ..............................................................................................................£14.00
Number of additional passengers @ £2.00 ....................................................................................
Total................................................................................................................................................
Entry Fee is £14.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee at the start,
rally plate, route book and entry into the 19th Lancashire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show.
For additional passengers please add £2 each. The run will be approximately 85 miles starting
at Historic Samlesbury Hall and finishing at Hoghton Tower.
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries 17TH AUGUST.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for an acknowledgement of receipt and for
details of the start venue (these will be sent out in August).
To:

Joy Hunter
3 Erskine Road, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 0HS.
Tel: 01257 241923

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Graham Lockwood

Chorley (01257) 253723
Mobile 07760 220398
Zen55133@zen.co.uk

Treasurer

Mark Blennerhassett

Chorley (01257) 268810

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month (Jan to Nov) in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

