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THE NEW CLUB VENUE - THE RAILWAY AT LEYLAND
——————————————
Forthcoming Events
Tue 28th January—AGM at the Railway at Leyland (function room upstairs)
Tue 25th February—Club Night—Bowling at the Lakeside, Preston—8pm sharp
Sun 23rd March—Sunday Run & Lunch
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CHAIRMANS CHAT JANUARY 2014
First and foremost may I wish you all — A very Happy New Year.
The Annual Dinner and Awards evening held at the Ashton and Lea Golf
Club was, as usual a splendid affair and thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. It was nice to see that the inclusion in the evening’s programme of
a charming young lady vocalist, brought on to the dance floor the previously
unseen talent of our members in the fine art of dance. There is no doubt
that Len Goodman of Strictly would have been saying ―it’s a SEVEN from
me!‖

Congratulations go to those who were recipients of the Club’s much sought
after cherished trophies which I have listed below:Treasure Hunt:
Graham and Julie Lockwood
The Alan Fowler Trophy (ex SYCO): Roger and Elizabeth Schofield
Auto Test:
Archie Russell
Bowling:
Andy Schultz
Quiz Night:
Bill & Janet - Brian & Andrea
Sam Bennett:
Olive Neal
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MY NEW YEARS RESOLUTION
In March 2009 I included in the Newsletter a couple of photos of MPJG engine parts that I had been collecting for the previous seven years together
with the statement that the re-birth of a new complete engine was now underway in the safe hands of a local company (no names – no Banisters!)
However despite sincere effort little or no progress was apparent in that the
parts had laid dormant on a bench for a period of four years!
Now thanks to a company in York (JEL Bearings), I or at least Andy is in a
position to forward the process of a rebuild, and it is my New Year’s resolution to have the unit fitted in the TA prior to the 2014 Summer Calendar of
events.
Wish me luck!
I have been away through the Christmas and New Year period and I would
like to thank the Committee who, in my absence have made great effort in
securing us a new meeting venue at the Railway Tavern, Leyland as below :
1 Preston Rd, Leyland PR25 4NT Tel. 01772 458427

Our first meeting at the new venue will be the AGM held on 28th January at
8:00pm and your attendance at this event is important to us . Hope to see
you all there.

Bill
3

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
Hallo - and a Happy New Year to all.
Bill mentioned the Annual Dinner & Awards Night, and for those that attended, I
think I’m right in saying that it was a ‘right good do’. Mick Bamber did a fine job in
sorting a venue, and making sure the organisation was right. As you might imagine,
a few pictures were taken on the night, and some of the revellers in their finery or
otherwise were spotted doing their thing.
I’ve just won the raffle!

Say CHEESE………...

Let’s twist again, like we did last year!

How about me booking a room for the night?

Michael & Helen Hart have quietly been working
away on a new website for the club, one which
looks better on screen and one that is much more
manageable for the Webmaster. Take a look at the
new site and do let Michael know of any suggested ideas / improvements that you think might enhance it further. Great job so far.

www.prestonmg.co.uk
The ‘Event City’ Classic Car Show near the Trafford Centre, Manchester, will not
take place this year in April as planned. This two day event was superb last year,
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and we were fortunate as a club to get a spacious stand where we displayed 8
cars. The problems have arisen following a classic car show which took place in
September, at which trade support and exhibits were poor. This last show was not
organised by Cheshire Auto Promotions, and it seems that Event City’s reputation
as a classic car show venue has been somewhat tarnished. It is a real shame.
A large number of members, and partners, some 35, turned out for the Cold Turkey
run on the 29th December, organised by Bill & Janet Bradshaw. The day was dry
and crisp, with blue sky for a change, and the run, starting at Tesco’s at Buckshaw
Village, took us through Bretherton, Tarleton, Banks (and past the caravan park
where I am staying) back through Eccleston for our lunch stop at the Farmers Arms
at Heskin. Some hardy members had the roof down! Lunch was first class in this
fine establishment, and lets hope we have plenty more of well supported runs this
year. And would you believe it - Conrad Beaumont turned up!
Assembly for the Cold Turkey Run. ‘And what did Father Christmas put in your stocking?’

There are several club subscriptions still outstanding, and a membership form is on
the next page. Please settle up to avoid Gordon hunting you down!
A revised Calendar of club events is on page 7, and you may note that SYCO
night, normally held on June club night, will now take place on the July club night.
Apparently there is a big England world cup match on the June club night, and the
car park at the Railway Tavern may be unusually full that evening! The Autotest at
the Schultz Palace will now take place on the June club night.
And - Joy Hunter hits the big 50 shortly, and she’s having a bash to which we are
all invited. Adlington Village Hall, Friday 21st March 7.30 to midnight. Ceilidh Band
for the 1st half of the night, and a swing band the 2nd half. Joy wants no presents,
just your presence.
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GORDON’S AFTER YOUR SUBS!!!!
You can print this page, or cut it out, fill it in and send to Gordon at the address
shown. Alternatively, you can bring £15 to the next club meeting.
Membership Secretary
Gordon Mallett
28 Northwood Close
Burnley
BB12 0JR
Tel: 01282 429658

Name ……………………………………………………….
Address …………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
Telephone ………………………………………………….
Change of Car details …………………………………….. (if any)

I wish to renew my annual subscription, and enclose herewith my cheque in the
sum of £15, payable to: PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2014
Jan

28th

AGM

Feb

25th

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8pm start

Mar

23rd
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night - Speaker

Apr

6th
27th
29th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night

May

4th
11th
27th

Run to Lakeland Car Museum, Newby Bridge
Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night - Evening Run

Jun

6/9th
15th

24th
28th
29th

NTBHWE - Wales
Run & lunch
29th Lancs. Classic Car Show—Hoghton
Tower
Club Night - Autotest at
the Schultz Palace
Lostock Hall Carnival
Classic Car Show - Townley Park, Burnley

Jul

6th
15th
20th
29th

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Fleetwood Tram Day
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

3rd
17th
26th
31st

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night - Evening Run
Lancashire Lanes Run

Sep

6th
7th
30th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic Car Show - Lunch at Chadwick
Club Night - Annual Quiz

Oct

12th
21st

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (one week earlier)- Speaker

Nov

1st or 8th
25th

Bonfire, hotpot & fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - Natter/Noggin + Diary Planning

Dec

6th

Annual Dinner & Awards

28th

Cold Turkey Run

22nd
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As you know, the AGM takes place on this month’s club night, and with the exception of Bill Bradshaw, who was co-opted during 2013, all existing committee members are willing to stand again. So there is one vacancy, and so far there has been
one nomination. If anyone else would like to be considered, please let one of the
committee members know.

Godfrey
The 2014 AGM Agenda
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Agenda for the Annual General Meeting to be held at the Railway Tavern, Leyland, on Tuesday the 28th January
2014, commencing 8.30pm
Opening remarks by the Chairman
Reading of Minutes of 2013 AGM by Secretary
Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal & second that these be accepted.
Matters arising
Financial Report by Treasurer
Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal & second that these be accepted.
Matters arising
Election of Committee Members
The list below shows the 2013 committee. Any other nominations can be accepted at this meeting, followed by election if numbers exceed those specified in club constitution.
2013 Officers
Chairman – Bill Ryding (nominated for 2014)
Secretary & Editor – Godfrey Dennis (nominated for 2014)
Treasurer – Mick Bamber (nominated for 2014)
Election of General Committee
Bill Bradshaw – Vice Chairman (standing down)
Gordon Mallett – Membership Secretary (nominated for 2014)
Michael Hart – webmaster (nominated for 2014)
Kevin Doran (nominated for 2014)
Any other nominations
2014 Events programme
Membership Renewal Fees
The committee would like to suggest that the membership fee should remain at £15 per year, renewable in October.
Note: Our club fees are based on a family membership, which could include husband & wife, partners etc.
2014 ‘Lancashire Lanes Run’ - appointment of committee & nominations.
Any Other Business
8

Minutes of last year’s AGM
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Held 29th January 2013 at the Welcome Tavern, Hennel Lane.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 8.30pm and welcomed members to the AGM.
Committee members present: Bill Ryding, Godfrey Dennis, Mick Bamber, Kevin Doran, Michael Hart &
Gordon Mallett. Apologies from Alan Fowler.
Minutes of previous AGM read by Secretary and agreed that they were a true & accurate record.
Proposed and seconded by Bill Bradshaw and Trevor Mallett respectively.
Matters Arising.
None.
A Financial Report was presented by the Treasurer.
Copies of the accounts were distributed to the members present. Club had a balance of £3530.90 as at
the 31st December 2012. It was agreed that the accounts were a true and accurate record.
Proposed by Michael Hart and Rosie Doran respectively.
Election of Committee Members.
The Chairman confirmed that existing committee members had agreed to stand again in their roles for the
next year, and asked if there were any other nominations. None were made. The committee therefore
comprises:
Chairman – Bill Ryding
Vice Chairman/Events – Alan Fowler
Secretary – Godfrey Dennis
Treasurer – Mick Bamber
General committee members – Gordon Mallett (membership), Kevin Doran & Michael Hart.
Webmaster – Mike Newton
These were proposed and seconded by Tony Sharples & Andy Schultz respectively.
The 2013 Events Calendar
The Chairman announced that the club would attend Vale Royal Show at Arley Hall Cheshire, on the 12th
May, in lieu of Cholmondeley Castle, which show will not be taking place. Additionally, the Cold Turkey
Run has been changed to Sunday 29th December, a non working day for most members.
Lancashire Lanes Run 2012
Chairman offered thanks to members of the 2012 committee for their hard work in bringing about a successful event, and Tony Sharples agreed to chair the 2013 committee. Assisting him – Andy Schultz &
Michael Hart.
Membership Renewal Fees
The committee agreed that club fees, based on family membership, will remain at £15, renewable in October.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm.

Godfrey Dennis
30th January 2013
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The Sam Bennett story - Part 1, was published in the November newsletter, and Part 2
continues below:

Abingdon in the 30’s (continued)
Part 2 of Sam Bennett’s Story
I continued to work in the rectification department for some time, on the J2’s being produced at
Abingdon in 1932, and some of the names I recall were Sammy Nash, Nobby (Perce) Marney,
Alec Hounslow, Cyril Brown, Cliff Welsh, Monty Dipper & Frank Greenaway. Two apprentices
were Ron Amey (later to find fame as the head of the Amey Roadstone Corporation) and the other was the son of a high ranking officer at the RAF Station in Abingdon. One day George Morris
brought in a young man to get an insight into the workings of the MG Car Co. He was Dutch,
from Utrecht, Delft, and his name was Jan Aryjanson. His father had a car sales department, and
when Jan returned to Holland, he kindly wrote to inform me that he had opened a place of his
own, and ran it just the way he was taught at Abingdon and adding that he never thought that it
would do so well!
The main troubles we had to rectify on the J2’s were the timing wheels. The front ones needed to
be shimmed up, but on the bevel wheel if you looked, after they had been manufactured, you
would see where they had been burned with acid across one wheel and also on the other, and
this is where they should be meshed, because once the wheels were made, they were put in a
compound to grind all the high spots off for extra quietness. Now they used to get noisy at the
top, which we used to shim up, and this entailed taking the generator (dynamo) off the front so
we could shim the other one up for the bottom wheels. The rear axle was similar – if it was noisy
in drive, it was deep in mesh, and shims were again needed, as they were if the noise was on
overrun. More shims were required to eliminate the noise – drawing the pinion back, and this
would happen perhaps three or four times, draining the oil off each time to try and make the axle
less noisy.
Another fault was an oil pump that used to ‘crackle’. What we used to do was to take the back
plate off the pump, and there the wheels were, one being made of steel and a ‘driver’, and the
other being phosphor bronze, which went on a dowel as a sort of dummy with a loose drive.
Where the plate had been marked by the wheels, just where the teeth marks had been, we used
to take a three cornered file (like you would sharpen a saw with) and we’d just relieve it a little bit
where the teeth met, and it used to cure the crackle. However, one day a chap lifted the oil pump
up, took the back plate off, drained the little bit of loose oil that was always present in the pump,
and went over to his bench to use the vice. Now the loose wheel which was supposed to stick on
the dowel – didn’t, and the wheel dropped into his oil pan! He couldn’t find the wheel so he put
the back plate on again without the wheel and the car went out on test – and promptly seized up!
As you worked on the rejects, if you were short of anything to complete your job you would put it
over on one side in an empty bay, and pick another one up off the line. On one occasion I’d put
one of my chassis at the side of me and carried on working until such time as I got the part I required to finish. When I returned to this particular chassis, I attached my petrol tin tank to the
back of the chassis, and as I have already said, the wiring was exposed in a bunch and you soon
learned which two coloured wires you had to twist together to get the petrol pump going. This
time, unbeknown and unlucky for me, someone had ‘borrowed’ the flexible pipes off the carburettors, whilst the car had been left by me. When I twisted the two wires together to start the pump,
the petrol fountained out all over my hand, and when I quickly pulled the wires apart, the spark
caused the petrol on my hand to ignite. I immediately brushed the blazing petrol off my hand on
to the ground and stuck my hands under my arms to douse the flames. All the lads came rushing
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to my aid, and fortunately I was OK although to this day the backs of my hands have a glossy
shine where they were burned all those years ago.
On another occasion I recall, we had two cars in the bays and another one on the trestles, and
they caught fire shooting flames up to the roof of the shop, taking all the glass out of the roof.
The burning roof then fell onto the other trestles and all three cars were severely damaged. You
may have heard of the famous MG Works Fire Brigade – well they were very efficient and did a
superb job! They however couldn’t help the chap whose wrist was severely burned after the metal strap of his wristwatch shorted across a battery – after this incident, such watch bands, which
were the latest fashion, were forbidden in the MG works.
As you know, all the MGs at the time were road tested, and when the testers went out from the
workshops they would make a racing change almost before they’d reached the door! This used
to make marks on the floor due to wheel spin, and sometimes you could count the changes by
the floor marks! I never tried this myself in case I chewed the gearbox up, but the testers were all
expert drivers even if a little adventurous sometimes!
I recall one day when the Lancashire Police came to the works to pick up a new batch of J2’s
which they were to use for traffic duties. All the policemen wanted to have a ride out with the testers and one returned to the works, hurtling through the door, whereupon the tester stamped on
the brakes literally standing the car up on its end! He stopped about a foot behind a line of cars
waiting to go out, and the policeman’s hair virtually stood on end! It probably didn’t occur to him
at that time that the testers were doing this type of driving every day of their lives and knew the
idiosyncrasies and limits of the J2’s intimately. On the Works’ notice board there was a map of
the district around the factory, and on the map were marked various points where complaints had
been made to the police about the test drivers taking bends at great speed in that particular area.
This was brought to the attention of the testers but didn’t make a great deal of difference! Many’s
the time when a car came back from a test run, we had to remove the odd bird from between
wing and bonnet, and always myriads of butterflies, dragonflies and just plain flies brought back
stuck to the cars in their millions, on the radiator grille.
Other police cars were the ‘L’ type Magnas in addition to the Midgets as they were known then. I
remember the Derbyshire Police Force collecting six Midgets and within a very short time they
were all back with us at Abingdon for rectification – all with sheared prop shafts! We soon found
the problem as the mechanic at the police garage had fitted a fire extinguisher to each of the
cars on the transmission tunnel. However, the bolts he’d used to fix them were about an inch and
a half long, and the float at the rear axle meant that the prop shaft used to come up and catch
the bolts which sheared the shaft! We had to rectify each one and use shorter bolts to refix the
extinguishers.
Occasionally a car failed on test, and I remember having to go out to Devizes in Wiltshire with a
Morris Commercial Van to bring back a J2 by towing it. The car itself had suffered a broken
crankshaft, and I will never ever forget that ride back to Abingdon. The tow rope we had taken
was extremely short, and the van driver having hooked up to one of the front dumb irons, set off
northwards at great speed, with me in the J2 snaking all over the road. When we got back, the
car needed new brake linings due to me standing on the brakes to keep the tow rope as tight as
possible! However it all added to the fun and interest, not to say the excitement of working at MG
in the 30’s.
Part 3………Yes! I move to the ‘Competitions’ Department, meeting the drivers of the time,
also I get a unique insight into the Morris factory at Cowley – for instance do you know
what a ‘cotton wool’ sandwich is?
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Bill Bradshaw continues with his very interesting ‘Black Museum’ articles,
and writes:
Pictures from the Black Museum part 5
I’ve rebuilt a lot of motorcycle and car engines over the years, and have started to collect a
photographic record of some of the horrors encountered during the dismantling process.
I’ve promised Godfrey to send in a monthly newsletter contribution showing some of these;
the fifth is to do with oil pumps.

The pump above came from a 950 Gold Seal A series engine which showed very little use
when dismantled. I suspect that the broken segment caused a sudden loss of oil pressure,
and the engine was shut down before any serious damage was caused. The engine has been
restored (above) and is now in an Austin A35 van in Liverpool, in frequent use as a getaway
vehicle (when it has all its wheels).
The other example shows typical wear on oil pump components, not catastrophic but not
conducive to good pump performance. This one came from a 998 Mini engine – engine oil
is shared with the gearbox on Minis, so the pump is susceptible to more wear over a given
mileage.

The other pic shows the effect of oil shortage on a rocker shaft.
Bill B.
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FOR SALE
Andy still has a nice MG TF 135 for sale, 53 plate with 66000 miles. 1.8 in metallic grey,
with hardtop, good condition, new exhaust, starter motor and various other bits. MOT,
good tyres, and inspection welcome.
£1200 o.n.o

Ring Andy - 01772 62717

Olive Oilpump, the agony aunt for all MG owners, received a letter this month:
Dear Olive
I am a local business tycoon. I am filthy stinking rich (I have 8 MGs, including a V8 and a
Metro). I have a wonderful wife who completely understands me, and my business is tremendously successful. I am also tall and devilishly handsome. I am the Chairman of several organisations and I am highly thought of, in fact I have no problems at all. I used to be
big headed but I’m perfect now.
Please advise me on what I should do because having nothing to worry about worries
me?
Big Ed

Dear Big Ed
I would recommend that you buy yourself a Triumph Spitfire, then you will definitely have
something to worry about.
--------------------------------------
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 25 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 23 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Tue 25 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 6 Apr

Sunday Run & Lunch

TBA

TBA

Sun 27 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

TBA

TBA

Tue 29 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 4 May

Lakeland Car Museum, Newby Br.

09.00

Phantom Winger

Sun 11 May

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Tue 27 May

Club Night—evening run

19.30

TBA

6/9th Jun

NTBHWE—Wales

TBA

TBA

Sun 15 Jun

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Sun 22 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 24 Jun

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sat 28 Jun

Lostock Hall Carnival

TBA

Centurian Way

Sun 29 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

10.00

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sun 6 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Phantom Winger

Sun 15 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 20 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot car park, Preston

Tue 29 Jul

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 Aug

Northern National—Pateley Bridge

09.30

TBA

Sun 17 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Tue 26 Aug

Club Night evening run

19.00

TBA

Sun 31 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

TBA

Sat 6 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sun 9 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch 10.00

Ribble Pilot car park

Tue 30 Sep

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

TBA

Tue 21 Oct

Club Night—Speaker

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 25 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

Possibly the Railway

Sun 28 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william.wryding@virginmedia.com

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: TBA
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Bill Bradshaw

Tel: 01257 261134
Mobile: 07800 566361
bill.bradshaw@btopenworld.com

General

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Highbank, 9 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston PR4 5ZJ
Mobile: 07780 682592
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com
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