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Quiz Night winners receive their trophy

Chairman's Chat
Well I hope that you have all had a great Christmas and start to 2009. For those who couldn’t
make it, our last event of the year, the “Cold Turkey Run” was very good. Karen and I certainly
enjoyed it even though we couldn’t go out in the “B” as it is off the road until the spring, so it
had to be the daily run about.
It was a nice sunny day and I guess could have been a bit chilly for those with the tops down.
Starting from Owd Nells north of Preston we headed west and south back towards Broughton,
then across the A6 under the M6, left towards Inglewhite, then Longridge, Hurst Green,
Stoneyhurst College, Ribchester and then the A59 to the finish at the Myerscough pub for lunch.

At January’s committee meeting we discussed the subject of questionnaires, as it had been
commented on that we had not given any feedback as to their findings.
The aim of these has been to get a consensus of what type of events the majority of club
members would like to attend. Although we greatly appreciate the time and effort spent by the
members who have completed and returned these, we have only received between 3 and 7
forms each year. So we feel that giving feedback on these questionnaires would only represent
the views of some individual members and not the majority. Having said that, we have tried to
include any ideas from these forms, if they have been supported by similar comments from club
members.
In the hope that we can get some more questionnaires completed we will hand them out at the
AGM and ask for them to be completed and returned during the evening.

Notes and Reminders.
As yet there are only 3 club nights dates confirmed for this year.
Jan 27th
AGM Please come along; have your say on what you want to see the club
get involved in.
Please note that we have had to swap the next two events, Ten pin bowling has had to be
moved back a month.
Feb 24th
Kwik Kwiz
Mar31st
Ten Pin Bowling.

Tony

Secretary's Scribbles
Well the building work continues apace, or
rather it doesn’t. What was supposed to be a
3 week job is currently in week 7.
Unfortunately Bodge it and Leg it appear to
turn up when they feel like it rather than
when they promise they’ll turn up – don’t get
me started!!!.
The Cold Turkey Run was well attended this
year – we had 29 members and 1 dog setting
off from Owd Nells on a beautiful crisp sunny
winter’s morning. When you’re wrapped up
with the top down I defy anyone to find a
better way to blow off all those Christmas
cobwebs. Unfortunately, there was a
misunderstanding with the meal at the
Myerscough pub, I hope that it didn’t spoil
the day too much.
I was talking to the Secretary of Lune and
Wyre MGOC recently; they meet at Scorton
Village near Garstang, so they are possibly our
nearest MG Club. Their club is approximately
half the size of ours, they have 3 members on
their committee yet amongst the many
activities that they organise, they include a
club run once a month, every month of the
year. They do this by getting their lay
members to each take responsibility for
organising one of these monthly runs.
As Tony has already said, last year our own
club organised 22 events, and our committee
put a huge amount of time and effort into the
majority of these events, in addition to the
general running of the club.
The Chairman's role in a club like ours is a
huge undertaking and takes up an inordinate
amount of time and effort. Likewise the
Treasurer’s role is extremely time consuming
as is the membership secretary. As we are all
aware, Andy Shultz holds regular events at his
own house, Bill Ryding is heavily involved with
organising the Yorkshire weekend and takes
responsibility for organising the majority of
the annual dinner. Bill Bradshaw is involved
with producing/editing the monthly newsletter
and finally I myself in addition to the role of
Secretary took responsibility for organising 3
different runs last year.
This isn’t a note to blow our own trumpets,
on the contrary, it is to highlight the work
that your committee already does and to ask
the lay members to get more involved in
organising some of these events.

It isn’t the job of the 7 people on the
committee to do 95% of the organising for
the remainder. In the past, Roger and Bob
have each organised regular runs; that is not
going to happen this year. Roger has kindly
agreed to take the lead on the Lanes Run and
Bob is getting involved in proofing the runs
for the Yorkshire weekend.
Tony has drafted up a 2009 year planner for
the coming 12 months (a copy is attached
within the newsletter). He has pencilled in 5
club runs from April – August plus St Georges
Day Run and Cold Turkey
If a local club with approximately 20 members
(Lune & Wyre) can organise 1 run a month,
surely a club with double that membership
can get enough people to take responsibility
for about 7 runs.
I think that all of the committee sometimes
feel disappointed that we do not get more
volunteers stepping up to the mark. I've
always taken the view that being involved in a
club like ours is above all, supposed to be fun.
Unless additional people get more involved in
helping out within the club, then I'm
concerned that the club becomes less fun and
more onerous for some people.
If you think that you could take responsibility
for planning one of these runs, please let us
know at the AGM, or if you can’t make that
meeting, please contact one of the committee
and let them know which run you would be
prepared to organise. Please do not leave it
to someone else, or shrug your shoulders and
dismiss this little rant.
After all that, and finally……….
Dan was a single guy living at home with his
father and working in the family business.
When he found out he was going to inherit a
fortune when his sickly father died, he decided
he needed a wife with which to share his
fortune. One evening at an investment meeting
he spotted the most beautiful woman he had
ever seen. Her natural beauty took his breath
away. "I may look like just an ordinary man," he
said to her, but in just a few years, my father
will die, and I'll inherit £500 million." Impressed,
the woman obtained his business card and
three days later, she became his stepmother.
Women are so much better at financial
planning than men.

Kevin

Editorial
You’ll notice that there’s a new 2009 calendar
within these pages. Some of the items are
tentative (shown in italics), and based on
members’ views as recorded on the small
number of completed questionnaires received.
For the club nights left blank or for ‘natters
and noggins’, we’ve had a suggestion of an
exhibition evening, featuring members’
hobbies e.g. photography, painting, model
making, genealogy etc., also an auction or
jumble sale of members’ MG parts or tools no
longer required – I have a few bits, and I’m
sure that others can contribute. The
committee reckon that monies received should
go to the contributors with a small percentage
to club funds.
I’ve also repeated the questionnaire that gives
you the opportunity of having your say in
what we do this year. Please complete and
bring to the AGM if you haven’t already
submitted yours.
The reconditioned unleaded 18GD series B
engine that I offered for sale in the November
issue was put on eBay and was sold on the first
day it appeared for the ‘buy it now’ price, (as
did the previous one that Andy installed in a B
roadster from Blackpool). It seems that there is
an ongoing demand for such items, and I
purchased the buyer’s 18GB series engine for
rebuild. It may take a while for me to finish
this, as the new car project is in the garage
already. It’s Andy’s daughter Natalie’s 1970
Mini Clubman automatic, not everybody’s cup
of cocoa but it’ll keep me busy over the winter.
I’m still looking for more genealogy projects for
when it’s too bloody cold in the garage, so
please give me a shout if interested.

For the first time that I can remember, we
seem to have enough volunteers to fill both
club and Lancashire Lanes run committees
prior to the AGM, so it’s perfectly safe for you
to come to the AGM without fear of being
coerced into a job. Your presence will help the
incoming committee to decide what we’ll do
in 2009, however, and your ideas and support
will be very welcome.
Bill Ryding has received deposits from 11
members for the May weekend in the Dales,
and there are five more members who have
indicated that they would like to attend but
haven’t yet paid a deposit. Please send
deposits of £25 a head direct to Tony
Sharples, as indicated in the Thwaite update
item in this edition without delay.
The Epson 1100C laser printer that we
purchased some time ago now needs a new
photoconductor unit at about £150 that the
club can’t afford to buy without blowing the
newsletter budget, so I’m using my own inkjet
printer for the foreseeable future. If you have
any use for a defunct laser printer that can be
repaired for your business etc., please let us
know. No reasonable offer will be refused.
Finally, Gordon Mallett advises that there are
still a few members who haven’t paid their
annual subs – no names no pack drill, but
please check with Gordon or myself if you’re
in doubt, as non-payers by the time of the
AGM will have been deemed to have left the
club, and no further newsletters will be sent.

Bill B

Thwaite-Swaledale Weekend Tour Update.
29th May to 1st June
As of the 9th of January Bill Ryding had received 11 deposits for the weekend trip. This means
that there is only one room left (a single) in the Kearton Hotel, but for those who may still like
to take part, Bill has been able to secure accommodation in a number of nearby B&B’s. All of
these are double en-suite rooms.
As the Kearton Hotel will the base and meeting place for the weekend Bill has also made
arrangements with them for everyone to be able to have dinner together, he is also trying to
arrange for transportation between the B&B’s and the Kearton Hotel.
As yet the exact cost of the weekend has not be confirmed but as advertised in the January
Newsletter it will be less than last year’s £360 per couple for 3 nights.
For anyone still wanting to make a booking for the trip please send a deposit of £25 per person
(made payable to P&D MGEC) to Tony Sharples (as Bill is back in Spain) or pass it to me at the
January club night.
Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Ave, Farington Moss, Leyland PR26 6RQ. 01772 495417

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting
to be held at the Welcome Tavern, Preston on Tuesday the 27th January 2009
Open Meeting @ 8:30pm
Opening remarks by Chairman
Reading of minutes of 2008 AGM by Secretary
Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal that these be
accepted / seconded.
Matters arising
Financial report by Treasurer
Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal that these be
accepted / seconded.
Matters arising
Election of committee members.
The list below shows those nominations received at the beginning of December 2008.
Election of officers
Chairman – Graham Lockwood
Secretary – Kevin Doran
Treasurer – Mick Bamber
Election of General Committee
Andy Schultz - (Technical)
Gordon Mallett - (Membership)
Bill Ryding - (Events)
Bill Bradshaw - (Newsletter Editor)
2009 events programme
Membership Renewal Fees.
The committee would like to suggest that the membership fee should be increase to
£15.00 per year, with a £3.00 per year discount for those taking their newsletter by e-mail.
Note. Our clubs fees are based on a family membership, which could include husband &
wife, boyfriend and girlfriend or partners.
Confirmation of 2009 “Lancashire Lanes Run committee”.
Any Other Business.
To All club members, it is your club and the AGM is a special chance to have your
say. PLEASE support your committee and club by attending and getting involved.

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club

Annual Report
The following report summarises the club and its activities over the past 12 months
Club Activities
During the last year it had been planned to organise or take part in some 30 events, of which 22 would be organised
by the committee or club members. 11 club nights, 3 summer mid week runs, 3 weekend runs, North Lakes weekend,
cheese and wine evening, bonfire night, Annual Dinner and the ‘Lancashire Lanes’ Run, the remaining 8 events being
7 car shows and the Lostock Hall Carnival.
In general, attendance at most of the events has been similar to (or a little less than) previous years, but for some
reason that we have not been able to understand, some events have been very poorly supported. Those most affected
have been the car shows; the club purchased tickets for these events based on previous attendance but in some cases
(Capesthorne for example) we only sold 2 out of 8 tickets. In future years to ensure club funds are not wasted, we will
need to ask club members to book tickets early so that orders can be placed.
Most of the 22 club events followed a similar format to last year except for two new events, the cheese & wine
evening and the bonfire night party, both of which seem to have been very successful.
Towards the end of 2008 the committee again sent out a questionnaire so as to get members’ views on the types of
events they would like to see in the next year’s calendar. As yet the response has been very poor making it difficult for
the committee to plan next year’s calendar.
Club Meeting Venue
The regular club nights have continued to be held at the Welcome Tavern where we have the use of a larger meeting
room and much better car parking arrangements.
Newsletter
The Newsletter has been published on a monthly basis with the regular information covered by the committee and
only a few but very good articles from club members. During the year around 50% of the newsletters have been
distributed via e-mail reducing the printing and postage costs.
Membership & Club Apparel
Membership during the year has remained reasonably consistent with around 55 members at the end of September.
The extended range of club clothing on offer has been very successful and will be continued next year, with some
additional items being investigated.
Financial
The club remains in a healthy financial position although there is concern over the cost of printing and posting the
Newsletter. The committee have been discussing membership fees and considering increasing them from October 2009.
This year’s accounts will be handed out to members at the AGM (on Tuesday 27th Jan 08) and will be available on
request to those members who cannot attend.
Finally thanks and congratulations to club members.
Bill Bradshaw & Rachel Bailey for editing and publishing the Newsletter, also to those members who have contributed
articles during the year. Hopefully you have found it interesting and useful.
This year’s Lancashire Lanes Run committee;
Dave Blacklidge, Joy Hunter, Roger Schofield, Ian Thompson, Andy Schultz & Tony Sharples, also the club members
who helped on the day, Alan & Dot Fowler, Elizabeth Schofield and Karen Sharples.
Members who have organised events during the year, Mick & Chris Bamber and Andy & Carole Schultz for the Treasure
Hunt, Roger & Elizabeth Schofield for the Southport run and Bob & Carol for the Hellifield run.
Andy & Carole Schultz for the Bonfire night, along with Janet Bradshaw, Karen Sharples and Rosie Doran for the
hotpot supper.
All of the members who have supported or attended our events during the year.
Finally the committee; Kevin Doran, Mike Newton, Bill Ryding, Gordon Mallett, Andy Schultz and Bill Bradshaw for
their effort and hard work during the year.
At the Annual Dinner the year’s trophies and awards were presented to the following:
• Ten Pin Bowling
Andy Schultz
• Show Your Car Off night.
Ray & Lynda Cohen
• Auto test
Bill Bradshaw
• Treasure Hunt
Kevin & Rosie Doran
• Quiz Night
Alan’s Posse
Alan & Dot Fowler, Graham & Julie Lockwood,
Carole Schultz and Karen Sharples.
• Enthusiasts Award (The Sam Bennet Trophy)
Don Dixon.
• This year the committee also felt that we should present a small gift to Carole Schultz for allowing the club to
organise events at the Schultz estate and for looking after those who attended the events.
Tony Sharples,
Chairman. On behalf of the 2008 Committee.

Calendar of Events for 2009
Date

Club Event

At

Time

Meet

Tues 27 Jan

AGM

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tues 24 Feb

Kwik quiz

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tues 21 Mar

Ten Pin Bowling

Lakeside Superbowl

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl

Tues 28 Apr

Natter & Noggin

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tues 26 May

SYCO

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tues 30 Jun

Treasure Hunt

TBA

20.00

TBA

Tues 28 Jul

Auto Test

Schultz Estate

20.00

Schultz Estate

Tues 25 Aug

Evening Run

TBA

20.00

TBA

Tues 29 Sep

TBA

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tues 27 Oct

Quiz Night

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tues 24 Nov

TBA

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Welcome Tavern

12 - 15 May

Possible Club Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

16 - 19 June

Possible Club Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

14 - 17 Jul

Possible Club Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

11 - 14 Aug

Possible Club Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

Summer Evenings

Club Weekends
Sun 26 Apr

St Georges & Drive It Day Picnic, Lunch stop or
place of interest

TBA

TBA

Fri-Mon 29 May
to 1 Jun

Dales Weekend

Twaite

TBA

TBA

Sun Jun, July &
August

Possible Club Run

Picnic, Lunch stop or
place of interest

TBA

TBA

Sun 13 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

Nov

Bonfire

Halloween/Bonfire Night

TBA

Schultz Estate

Dec

Annual Dinner

TBA

TBA

TBA

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

TBA

Sun May

Cholmondley Castle

Cholmondley Castle

TBA

TBA

Sat July

Lostock Hall

Lostock Hall

TBA

TBA

Sun July

Leighton Hall

Leighton Hall

TBA

Burlington's

Sat 1 - Sun 2 Aug

Northern National

Newby Bridge

TBA

TBA

Ireland Trip

TBA

TBA

TBA

Club Weekends

Misc Dates
July

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mike Newton

Liverpool (0151) 526 3419
m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

