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NEWSLETTER

With spring in the air a quick bucket of water and sponge job, should soon
see the old girl will be back on the road for another year.

Paul Heyes

Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
At the end of January, we got our club events off to a flying start with the AGM
and the best turn out I have seen in the almost 20 years that I have been a member.
I don’t know whether it was the visit from the founder members, the offer of
supper or the increasing membership, but it was great to see the meeting room full.
On the subject of the founder members, Eric Smith re-joined the club at last year’s
Lancashire Lanes Run and had more recently made contact with some of the other
founder members of the club persuading them to visit us. Hopefully we will see them
again at future events.

From left; Ian Storry, Eric Smith, Liz & Dave Ormandy, Fred Fletcher and Dave Fann.

As for the supper, possibly a bribe to get members to the AGM, but perhaps more
importantly a way of saying thanks to all of the members who regularly support the
club by organising or attending events.
As for the formal part of the AGM;
· The treasurer reported that the club is in a very healthy financial position.
· Michael Hart stood down from committee and so on behalf of the club I would
like to thank him for his support over the years, especially on the Lancashire
Lanes Run and the website, also for his continued support with the website.
· I would like to welcome Neil McLeod to the committee and thank the rest of
the committee for their continued support.

·

So, the 2017 committee is confirmed as;
oChairman – Tony Sharples
oSecretary – Godfrey Dennis
oTreasurer – Mick Bamber
oVice Chairman - Kevin Doran
oMembership Secretary - Gordon Mallett
oNewsletter Editor - Paul Heyes
oWebsite liaison – Neil McLeod

·

·

The membership period was discussed and so this year’s membership will run
through to the end of January 2018, when the membership period will then be
renewable annual at the end of each January. We will also look to adopting
alternative forms of payment such as setting up a direct debit.
Calendar of events is looking full and will be published in the Newsletter.

Announcements / reminders
· February 28th. Tenpin Bowling. (Further details in the Newsletter)
· March 28th. Guest Speaker – Norman Harris on “The Pacific Coast Highway”
· April 26th. Rocker Box Racing & Paper Plane Flying Night (further details to
follow)
Well that’s all for now with club business.
Tony
-------------------------------------------------------In the middle of January, it was Karen’s birthday but as we had plans for a weekend
away in Edinburgh and then the annual ski trip, the day’s celebrations were kept
simple.
At the end of January, we celebrated Karen’s birthday in style with friends (one of
which also had a birthday in January) on a weekend to Edinburgh, starting with
dinner on Friday night at an Italian restaurant and then visits to the Royal Yacht
Britannia on Saturday and Sunday.

On Saturday evening we attended a black-tie Burns Night Supper on the RYB. It
started with the red carpet and Britannia’s piper welcoming us onto the ship for
Champagne and canapes in the State Drawing room. Small groups were then invited
to take a “highlights” tour of the royal apartments and officers’ quarters, before
being called through to the State Dining room for dinner, accompanied by traditional
Scottish entertainment from singers, musician’s, poets and the “Address to the
Haggis”. This evening was rounded off with whiskey tasting back in the State
Drawing Room. The food, service and attention to detail was excellent and gives
some idea of what it may have been like when she was in service.

On the Sunday, we returned to the ship for a tour with a difference. I guess this is
the point I should mention how we got to know about the RYB and the Burn’s Night
event, one of our party was ex-navy, had served as a Royal Yachtsman and now is a
member of the trust which maintains the RYB and all of its support craft. As well as
following the official tour route we had the opportunity to see parts that were
normally off limits to the public and to see and hear the “Royal Barge” running. This
was a project he had worked on tirelessly, getting it ready for and being part of the
“Yottie” crew that took the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh on the first part of the
Jubilee Pageant. In recognition of his dedication he was awarded the Royal Victoria
Medal in the Diamond Jubilee Honours list in 2012.
The following photos are just a small selection of what we saw.

Stood next to the Britannia Bell on the Sun Deck.

The Bridge & below replica Wheel House

The Royal Barge

Boiler Room & below Engine Room

To round off the weekend we all had lunch in the Royal Deck Tea Rooms, starting
with more Champagne and ending with birthday cake and coffee.

-----What an excellent weekend; Tony & Karen

Rocker Box Race & Paper Plane Flying.
At the 25th of April club night, we will be holding our first rocker box and paper plane flying races.
The rules for the rocker box race have been published in previous newsletters so there is no excuse
not to get on with building your own racer.
To give some ideas, below are a couple of P&DMGEC examples of Rocker Box Racers, one that has
raced internationally just south of Paris at the Monthlery circuit. Raced three times and fell off the
ramp three times. The which could be sold as “Never raced or Rallied.

On the same night, we will hold our first paper plane flying competition based on the very simple
rules below;
·
·
·
·
·

The plane must be made on site on the day of the event from the paper provided.
Only one piece of paper per plane.
The plane can only be made by folding the paper.
Tearing, cutting, gluing or stapling is not allowed.
Each person has two attempts to fly the plane which will be judged on distance and time
aloft.

So, time to get planning / building and them come along and have some fun.

So……. it’s coming up to that time when we hold our first trophy event of the year –
Ten Pin Bowling night on 28th February 2017.
Once again it’s going to be held at 50 Greenbank Street, Preston, PR1 7PH in the
old Lakeside Superbowl venue – please be aware, it’s recently changed its name to
MFA Bowl.
Bowling starts at 9:00pm sharp - please arrive early, and no later than 8:50pm, so
that we can get shoes, teams and lanes sorted. Unfortunately, if you arrive after
9:00pm, we are unlikely to be able to include you in any of the games.
The order of the day is very simple - total score over two games.
The price is £2.00 per person per game.
Once again, the man to beat is likely to be Andy Schultz – the Phil the Power Taylor
of the P&DMGEC bowling world.

Previous unsuccessful “ringer” who didn't manage to get the trophy out of Andy`s hands

Midget and Sprite Club North West Area

Vintage and Classic car meet at the kilton inn
Warrington road, mere, knutsford WA160PZ
A50 3miles east of Lymm services

Cars and coffee, meet 19th march 2017
We invite like minded clubs and car owners to join us at the kilton

Sunday 19 march 2017 10am to 1pm
This is the first meeting of what could become a regular
Sunday morning meeting, if there is enough interest. We
will meet on the kilton car park, facing the conservatory,
were tea and coffee will be on sale £2 a cup and for those
wishing to stay longer, lunch is available. This is a nice
opportunity to meet like minded car owners, just to talk
cars or meet old friends you haven't seen over the winter
months, see you there.
Neil and Shelly MASC, Club Reps.
No need to book just turn up

All welcome, as long as it can get there

Membership
We would like to welcome our latest new member, Barry Henderson to the
club and hope he has a long and enjoyable time with us
Paul Heyes
*******************************************************

Other events
The Lune and Wyre MG Club have arranged an event including a talk by
North west blood bikes and their work with urgent blood supplies.
If you would like to support them and this event all are welcome
Wednesday 1st March 2017 8:00 pm
The Crofters Hotel, Lancaster new road, Garstang, PR3 1PH

PRESTON & DISTRICT MG ENTHUSIASTS CLUB
Calendar of Club Events 2017
The table below gives the dates for the events that we will be running in 2017.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

31st
28th
28th
9th
23rd
25th
14th
30th
23/26th
27th
9th
25th
20th
29th
26th
8th
24th
4th
28th
2nd or 9th
27th

Tue
Tue
Tue
Sun
Sun
Tue
Sun
Tue

AGM
Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start
Club Night - Speaker (Norman Harris)
Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Club Night - 1st Rocker Box & Paper Plane Races
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Autotest - Schultz Palace
NTBHWE - Northumberland
Tue Evening Club Run (details to be advised)
Sun Club Run & Lunch including the Treasure Hunt
Tue Club Night - SYCO
Sun Lancashire Lanes Run
Tue Club Night (details to be advised)
Tue Club Night (Possibly 2nd Rocker Box Race)
Sun Sunday Run & Lunch
Tue Club Night (Rocker Box race or Speaker)
Sat Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Tue Club Night - inc. a Christmas Quiz
Sat Annual Dinner - (Ashton & Lea GC?)
Wed Cold Turkey Run

The table below gives dates for the events that we will visit as a club or may be of interest to members. As it is early
in the year we are still waiting for confirmation of some dates.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Mar

19th

Sun

May

28th

Sun

Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)

Provisional Date

Jun

10th
11th
25th

Sat
Sun
Sun

Barbon Manor Hill Climb - Kirby Lonsdale
Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley

Provisional Date
9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

Jul

1st
2nd
11th
16th
16th
16th
23rd
30th

Sat
Sun
Tue
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
MG Octagon Classic Car Show - Canberra Club
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Lytham Hall Classic Car Show

9.00 meet @ Phantom Winger
Provisional date
Provisional Date
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot
Provisional Date
Provisional Date

Aug

6th
13th
26-28th

Sun
Sun

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Scammonden Dam Hill Climb
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting

Sep

2nd
11th
16/17th
24th

Sat Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm
Mon Fairhaven Classic Car Show (inc participation)
Sat/Sun
Event City Manchester Classic Car Show
Sun Canberra Club meeting - BAE

9.00 meet @ TBA

9.30 Charnock R. Services
Provisional Date

Committee, Contacts and Useful Information
Officers
Chairman Tony Sharples
Tel: 01772 495417 Mobile: 07941 679121
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary Godfrey Dennis
Tel: 01772 640841 Mobile: 07780 682592
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer Mick Bamber
Tel: 01772 321559 Mobile: 07730 435929
mick@mcbamber.com
General Committee
Vice Chairman Kevin Doran
Tel: 01772 877285 Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
Membership - Gordon Mallett
Tel: 01282 429658 Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor - Paul Heyes
Tel: 0161 725 9966 Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Note; All articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e-mail please.
Website Liaison - Neil McLeod
Tel: Mobile: 07921 089680
neil_mcleod2@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Webmaster: Michael Hart
Tel: 01772 725275 Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics (the club’s technical consultant)
Tel: 01772 627120 Mobile: 07817 173158

