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Does anyone fancy a nice mg for the start of the season on
“drive it” day this year. This and several others are now
offered for sale by club members and details can be viewed
in the newsletter.
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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
Between last minute jobs to get ready for our annual skiing trip I am trying to
complete the chairman’s chat. I have just finished servicing the skis and all of
the washing is done. Now it’s just the challenge of getting it all ready for
packing and within the weight limits.
We are going to Montana again but this time we are stopping in the one resort;
Big Sky so won’t need to hire a 4x4. This will save a good chunk of money but I
will miss driving especially on the snow. Hopefully whilst we are there we will
take a trip into Yellowstone Park to see the Geysers (Old Faithfull) and wild life
(such as Buffalo).
The photographs below are from last year looking from the resort up to the top
of Lone Mountain and the one on the right is us at 11,166ft on Lone Mountain.

Events
The club’s 2016 year got off to a good start with a well-attended AGM held on
Tuesday 31st Jan. As part of my opening comments it was an opportunity to again
thank all the members and committee for their involvement and efforts over
the year and especially those who put in the extra effort to organise events for
our enjoyment, those being;
Bill Ryding for the weekend trip to Buxton and the Peak District. (NTBHWE.)
Brian and Andrea Gouldthorpe for the Treasure Hunt.
Roger & Elizabeth Schofield for the Formby Run and Annual Quiz.
Andy & Carole Schultz for hosting the Autotest and Bonfire Night and all those
who brought food for the supper.
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The run committee (Michael Hart, Andy Schultz, Norman Lowe & Tony Sharples)
for the Lancashire Lanes Run.
Mick Bamber for the Annual Dinner and Awards Presentation evening.
The formal part of the AGM included reading of the minutes from last year’s
AGM, the treasurers report and election of the 2016 committee. There being no
new nomination, the committee hasn’t changed and so is a listed below.
Election of Officers
Chairman – Tony Sharples
Secretary – Godfrey Dennis
Treasurer – Mick Bamber
Election of General Committee
Kevin Doran – Vice Chairman
Gordon Mallett – Membership Secretary
Michael Hart – Webmaster
Paul Heyes - Newsletter Editor
Honorary President
Bill Ryding

The calendar of events was discussed with members suggesting additional
events that we should consider. Based on this the 2016 calendar has been
revised and issued.
Club Business
At the committee we discussed the normal business relating to organising club
nights and other upcoming events on the calendar and then a couple of new
topics.
It was suggested that we should have a social media presence “Facebook” page
and in future years offer a club calendar.
Before pursuing either of these any further we would like to gauge the interest
of club members.
It would be greatly appreciated if you could (preferably by e-mail) let myself or
a member of the committee know if you would be interested in a “Facebook”
page or purchasing a club calendar, this would typically contain photographs of
club members and their cars at club events and cost about £10 -£12.
That’s all for now, I hope you all have a good night at the ten pin bowling and
that we will see many of you at the March club night with our guest speaker.
Tony
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Secretary’s Scribbles
I see that there is a government petition doing the rounds at the moment
which may be of interest to some us as owners of modern classic cars. The
on-line petition seeks to re-introduce the original 25 year rolling road tax
exemption, and within 4 days or so, it has gathered some 18000 signatures.
When it reaches 100,000 the petition will be considered for debate in
Parliament.
The original 25 year rolling exemption was removed by that man Gordon
Brown after he came to power in 1997 and seemed doomed forever. However,
George Osborne reintroduced it in the 2013 Budget, and it was quietly
converted to a 40 year exemption.
However, the proposed revived 25 year exemption would see cars from the
90s becoming eligible, and that would include MGFs & RV8s.
You could add your signature to the petition by going to its website:
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/119497
And while I’m on the subject of VED, there are rumours, I don’t know how true
they are, that there will be a harmonization of the VED rate in 2017. The
current VED banded system based on emissions will disappear, following the
VW scandal and all the inaccuracies associated with emission levels, and a
standard fee of £140 will be introduced across the board, irrespective of what
type of car you drive, and the size and type of engine. I suppose that would
simplify things, but the £140 won’t apply to classic cars which currently are
well over £200 a year. Those motorists currently paying no tax or the £30 /
£90 will clearly lose out. But I suppose George Osborne’s receipts from VED
have been falling for some time, and he wants the income back.
I know that the MG marque is truly an international one, and looking through
the latest MGOC magazine, I see that there are MG clubs in Argentina, New
Zealand, Japan, South Africa and MG contacts in Lebanon! Who would drive
an MG in Lebanon? Contacts also in the Bahamas, Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia.
I wonder do MGs have overheating problems in Saudi? Contacts in the
Philippines, Malaysia & Thailand. The list is endless. On a recent trip down to
Clive Wheatley’s place in the Midlands, he told me he sells car parts all over
the world – Australia, New Zealand & the USA have very active MG clubs, and
I don’t think there’s another make of car in the world that has such a popularity
and spread as the MG. I didn’t get involved with MG until I bought a non
runner MGB Roadster in 2001 for a bit of fun, and if it wasn’t for Ann holding
me back, I’d probably have a few more MGs in the garage now. I’d have a
long way to go to catch Gordon though! Is it 7 you’ve now acquired, Gordon?
Incidentally, I managed to get my B Roadster running some 6 weeks after
purchase, and I had 10 very happy fun years with the car. It now resides a

4

couple of miles away from where I live, but sadly it is firmly stuck in a garage
and never sees the light of day. Here it is in its prime on one of several
Lancashire Lanes Runs:

We have the club’s annual bowling night next Tuesday the 23rd. This is a really
good fun night, and hopefully there will be some new faces this year. We need
somebody to give Andy Schultz a good run for his money! If you are going,
make sure you are there in plenty of time before the 9pm start.
So – there is NO club night at the Railway next Tuesday.
We have a visiting speaker at the March club night on the 29th.
And – the 1st run of the year on the 10th April will probably start from Guys
Court on the A6, and finish in Lytham.
Little else for me to say at the moment, but I hope your car is all fettled and
coming out of hibernation for the glorious Spring sunshine that is just around
the corner! I wish……

GODFREY
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bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com

Iris has to go

Now that Janet and I have decided to downsize our living accommodation, we have decided
that we won’t have room for Iris, our beloved 1960 MGA coupe, though we will be able to
accommodate Grace (our TF), and our everyday Astra.
We acquired the MGA in 2005 in a sorry state and carried out a complete restoration with
the help of Andy Schultz who did all the necessary welding in of new bodywork panels and
the eventual respray in the original colour of iris blue. We have a Heritage Certificate.
After a couple of misadventures involving the AA and a free ride home, we fitted 1-2-3
electronic ignition, which has solved our early problems and made the car very reliable
indeed. Some members may remember when Iris was on Top Gear in 2009 (?)
I intend to advertise in the classic car mags – official valuation is £14 to £15,000, but am first
advising our members just in case there’s anybody in the club who would be interested in
taking her on. I’d be happy with the lower valuation.
AND…
I only had one taker for my genealogy plea, and that’s nearly finished (thanks Andrea), so
am still looking for something to do on these wet afternoons – contact me if you’re
interested (it’s free), or want a trial ride in Iris.
Bill
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MGF
Anyone interested in getting ready for the summer?

We have had our MGF for 13 years and it has now covered 57,000 miles. The
car is a VVC. It carries an MOT until October 2016 and has a separate
hardtop. Last year we fitted a new heated glass window to the soft top. We
have had great fun in this car and it took us to our wedding.
However, despite regular servicing and cambelt changes, indications are that
the head gasket may have failed. A dilemma for all MGF owners. Do we
repair and keep? Do we try to trade in to a gullible dealer? Do we scrap the
car?
Our preferred option is to see the car go to an MG enthusiast. Would anyone
in the club like to take the car on to have repaired to their standard? So,
before making a final decision on what to do we invite anyone in the club to
make an offer for the car as it stands. More and more of these now appear in
the club so the potential for someone to enjoy more MG years with it.
We are in Hellifield between Settle and Skipton if anyone would like to see the
car. It is taxed so can be given a short test drive. Happy to answer questions
by phone or email.
Contact bmoore68.bm@gmail.com or 01729 851660 or 07976215646
Bob and Carol Moore
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FOR SALE – MG MIDGET SERIES 3 GAN 5 – DUC 228J

1970 registration, 12 months MOT, 61,000 miles.
Previous MOTs, tax discs and service history (mainly Cuerden Classics)
available.
Cherished family member for sale due to medical condition (me, not the
car!)
£3,900 ono
Tel: Martyn Davidson on 01772-322507
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Club Night - possible evening run

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Autotest - Schultz Palace

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
29th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul
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Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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