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Wine Tasting at the Palace

Chairman's Chat
OK…OK you can all stop panicking, The Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club have a new
Chairman and Treasurer so you can all come out from behind the sofa.
Tony managed to twist my arm into standing as Chairman. I did have a few reservations having
been on the committee as Secretary before Kevin, but Tony advised me that being Chairman was
much easier than being the Secretary as I’d be able to delegate jobs. So, with this in mind, I am
delegating the task of writing the March’s edition of the Chairman’s Chat to Godfrey Dennis,
delegating the task of planning the St George’s Run to Ray Cohan and delegating to Jeff Reid
the job of buying the first round of drinks at February’s Quick Quiz night at the Welcome Tavern.
After all, Jeff proposed me for the position of Secretary in 2006, 2007 and I’ve just noticed he’d
proposed me for the Chairman’s position in 2009.
On a more serious note, I can now confirm that most of the 2009 calendar has been finalised.
There are a couple of events still to plan, but they are much later in the year so no need to worry
just yet. Besides, I can always delegate!!! If you refer to the back of the newsletter, you’ll see
what I mean.
The Wine Tasting evening was a major success with 22 people enjoying the varying different
types of Red and White wines from South America, Australia and Europe. Whilst the majority of
people ordered many cases of wine from our guide, I am still at a loss as to how my recycle bin
finished up with several cans of Guinness in. The Ireland trip isn’t until July!!!
Sunday morning was spent clearing away the aftermath of the party. 8 people stayed at “The
Palace of Glistening Delights” to avoid spending money on taxis. Why spend money on a taxi
when you can save it and buy another case of wine? A full English cooked breakfast was served
to the guests, once they managed to crawl out from our varying sleeping locations. Julie and I
would like to thank all of those who attended for making the effort of wearing something Red.
We thoroughly enjoyed the evening.
The Thwaite & Swaledale weekend is proving very popular. We’ve already filled the Keaton Hotel
with an additional two couples staying in a Bed & Breakfast close by. We need to start planning
now for our 30th anniversary weekend, so if there are any members out there in MG Land with
ideas for areas still unexplored, please let a committee member know. We can then start
investigating possible venues.
The 2009 Ireland trip now has 6 MG cars, sorry, 5 MG cars and a cheap imitation of a “MG
Concept 4x4” setting off on the 19th July. It’s not too late to join the team. We will be spending
5 days in County Kerry region visiting places such as the town of Cork and the Titantic Dock and
Museum, Blarney Castle and no doubt an Irish Whiskey distillery. There will be plenty of
opportunities to drive the MG’s, exploring the Irish countryside, and we may even spend an hour
shopping. (After all we also have to cater for the wives!)
Don’t forget the Lancashire Lanes this year is on the 20th September and will include a buffet
and a prize giving for the longest travelled to attend the run, the car you’d most like to take
home and a presentation of the funds raised to the “St Catherine’s Hospice” at the end of the
run. Your support is much appreciated.
Well, that’s all from me this month, I’m off to delegate the washing up to my wife. Drive safely,
keep smiling and don’t forget that this months club night is on Tuesday 24th February and
features the “Quick Quiz” staring Kevin Doran as Quiz Master, Bill Bradshaw as your Puzzle /
Crossword Judge and me as the scrutineer for the Table Top Scalextric Grand Prix.

Graham

Ex Chairman's Last Chat
Well after 8 years on committee and the last 4 as Chairman it seems strange, it’s coming up to
the first Tuesday of the month and I don’t need to prepare for the committee meeting or think
about what needs doing, as I’ve retired from both the club committee and run committee. But I
have volunteered to run the website.
It seems like a long time ago since I suggested that the club should organise an annual run and
talked myself into volunteering to stand for committee. Since then I have been involved in all of
the “Lancashire Lanes” runs, organised a few treasure hunts and got them to be regular events
in the club diary.
On occasions, like most of the committee I have been frustrated by how hard we seem to have
to work to help make our club what it is, but most of the time I have thoroughly enjoyed my
time on committee and would like to thank the committee and club members for their support
also Karen for her help and patience.
I would like to pass on my best to this year’s committee and feel sure that Graham and Mick will
do a great job in their new roles.
So I could say that it’s time to sit back and relax, but there’s not going to be much chance of
that. First priority is to get the skis out of the attic and service them (check the bindings, sharpen
the edges and wax the bases) ready for our annual skiing trip. We are back off to Lake Tahoe,
this is an area we have visited a few times before with 4 skiing and 1 summer holiday.
When we get back it will be time to do some work in the garage, improve the insulation to keep
it warmer, have a good clear out and rearrange some cupboards and bench space. Then the real
task can start, Karen’s MGA. Since we picked it up last year I haven’t had chance to work on it
yet, but Karen and I have discussed some little changes that will hopefully make it into an
interesting car that both of us can drive and that will be suitable for local and long distance
touring. Karen has insisted that it must be easy to drive so top of the list of changes is power
steering. I want it to have reasonable performance, so a 1.8VVC MGF engine has been found,
with this it will need to have decent brakes and suspension for which I have some ideas.
During this little project I am hoping that I can keep a record of the rebuild and occasionally put
an article in the Newsletter.
Well time to finish off these ramblings and service the skis. Then see you all at club events.

Tony

Secretary's Scribbles
At risk of repeating what Graham has already
written, the committee have gone through the
feedback questionnaires that we rec’d from
our members. As a result of those comments,
we plan to tweak a variety of our annual
events such as SYCO night, Autotest and
Treasure Hunt. However, amongst the many
suggestions that we have received, by far the
most common theme from members was the
request for more club/social runs.
In the past few years a lot of our club runs
have been mid week runs which have recently
become poorly attended events. There are
likely to be a variety of reasons for this, not
least of which is likely to be the difficulty in
arriving at the start of these events for 7:00 7:30. We recognise that this is particularly
difficult if you are working and have
everything associated with dashing around,
getting your tea and so on after getting in
from work……… So, in order to try and avoid
some of these problems, we are introducing a
series of Sunday club runs, starting in April.
We are going to begin with two runs in April,
the first will be on 5th April (Palm Sunday)
setting off at 10:30. The run will take us over
towards Glasson Dock and the Smoke House
(if you like Kippers, this is the place to buy
them) followed by a lunch stop at a country
pub. Following lunch you will be able to
either make your own way home, or continue
with the second half of the run through the
Trough - you can do just as much or as little
as you want.
The second run will take place on 26th April
(Drive it Day), Graham is organising this one.
Drive it Day is always a popular day for classic
car enthusiasts, no doubt you will pass dozens
of other classic vehicles which will be out and
about on the day.
By my reckoning, this gives you all about 67wks to get all those fiddly jobs done on your
cars that you’ve kept putting off over winter
(me included), so in the words of Julie
Walters, “Get your finger out”.
Now then, were you aware that photo card
driving licences are only valid for a maximum
of 10 yrs. This was brought home to me
earlier this month when a friend of mine was
involved in a car accident.

She ran into the back of another car, luckily
no-one was hurt although her car had several
thousands of pounds of damage. Part of the
insurance cover included a courtesy car,
however, it was only when the courtesy car
was delivered and the delivery company asked
to see the driving licence that my friend
realised that her driving licence had expired.
Imagine the feeling, you‘ve paid your
insurance premium, and then the realisation
dawns that the insurance company is unlikely
to pay out because you no longer have a
current driving licence.
It seems that thousands of motorists are at
risk of being fined up to £1,000 because they
are unwittingly driving without a valid licence.
They risk prosecution after failing to spot the
extremely small print on their photocard
licence which says it automatically expires
after 10 years and has to be renewed - even
though drivers are licensed to drive until the
age of 70.
The fiasco has come to light a decade after
the first batch of photo licences was issued in
July 1998, just as the they start to expire.
Motoring organisations blamed the
Government for the fiasco and said 'most'
drivers believed their licences were for life.
Official DVLA figures reveal that while 16,136
expired this summer, so far only 11,566 drivers
have renewed, leaving 4,570 outstanding.
With another 300,000 photocard licences due
to expire over the coming year, experts fear
the number of invalid licences will soar,
putting thousands more drivers in breach of
the law and at risk of a fine.
At the heart of the confusion is the small print
on the tiny credit-card-size photo licence,
which is used in conjunction with the paper
version. Just below the driver name on the
front of the photocard licence is a series of
dates and details - each one numbered.
Number 4b features a date in tiny writing, but
no explicit explanation as to what it means.
The date's significance is only explained if the
driver turns over the card and reads the key
on the back which states that '4b' means
'licence valid to'.

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
Even more confusingly, an adjacent table on
the rear of the card sets out how long the
driver is registered to hold a licence - that is
until his or her 70th birthday.

Hold your mobile about a foot from your
car door and have the person at your home
press the unlock button, holding it near
the mobile phone on their end.

A total of 25million new-style licences have
been issued but - motoring experts say drivers were never sufficiently warned they
would expire after 10 years.

Your car will unlock.
Saves someone from having to drive your
keys to you.

Motorists who fail to renew their licences in
time are allowed to continue driving. But the
DVLA says they could be charged with 'failing
to surrender their licence', an offence carrying
a £1,000 fine.

Distance is no object. You could be
hundreds of miles away, and if you can
reach someone who has the other 'remote'
for your car, you can unlock the doors (or
the boot).

AA president, Edmund King said: 'It is not
generally known that photocard licences
expire: there appears to be a lack of
information that people will have to renew
these licences. People think they have already
paid them for once over and that is it. It will
come as a surprise to motorists and a shock
that they have to pay an extra £17.50.'

All just part of the service PDMGEC
provides.
And finally………
Proof that man need a woman.

Here’s something else that is worth knowing if you have ever locked your keys in your car.
If your car has remote keyless entry, then
this may come in handy someday.
Good reason to own a mobile phone: If
you lock your keys in the car and the spare
keys are at home, call someone at home on
their mobile phone from your own mobile
phone.

Kevin

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
of the Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
held on 27th January 2009 at the Welcome Tavern, Hennel Lane
Committee members present; Tony Sharples, Kevin Doran, Bill Bradshaw, Andy Shultz,
Gordon Mallett, Mike Newton.
Apologies; Bill Ryding,
Meeting commenced with opening remarks by the chairman.
Minutes of previous AGM read and agreed that they were a true & accurate record.
Financial report received from Treasurer. Club has a balance of £1285.02. It was agreed that
these accounts were a true and accurate record.
Election of committee members.
There were two vacancies on the committee - a Chairman and a Treasurer.
Graham Lockwood and Mick Bamber volunteered to fulfill these roles for the coming 12 months
and were duly elected.
The remaining existing committee members agreed to stand for a further 12 months.
A new committee duly elected as follows:Election of officers
Chairman – Graham Lockwood
Secretary - Kevin Doran
Treasurer - Mick Bamber
Election of General Committee
Andy Shultz - Technical
Gordon Mallett - Membership
Bill Ryding - Events
Bill Bradshaw - Newsletter Editor

The Lancashire Lanes Run committee was confirmed as follows:Chairman – Roger Schofield
Julie Lockwood
Rosie Doran
Roy Clapham
Sue Clapham
Ian Thompson
Roger Schofield provided an update on planning for the run. He confirmed that the run is
scheduled to take place on 20/09/09, starting and finishing at the Boat Yard, Riley Green. Entry
fees for the run have not yet been confirmed.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
of the Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club cont...
Membership – as at date of AGM the club had 51 paid up members.
The chairman explained that membership prices have not increased for (at least) the last 10
years. He outlined the clubs requirement for additional funds for general running, explaining
that amongst other things we have a broken printer which we are struggling to find funds to
replace. He indicated that the committee proposed that with effect from October 2009,
membership fees should be increased from £10.00 per year to £15.00 per year, with a £3.00
discount for those members that received their newsletter by e'mail.
A proposal was received from the floor suggesting that annual membership should be increased
to £15.00 across the board. This proposal was seconded and arguments for and against the
proposal were heard. Following a vote by members, it was carried that with effect from October
2009, membership will increase (for everyone) to £15.00 per year, this is for family membership.

AOB
Club members were asked to complete feedback questionnaires re activities they would like to
see repeated/dropped from the forthcoming calendar. Suggestions for fresh activities were
invited and volunteers sought to get involved in forthcoming events.
Feedback sheets were to be analysed at the following committee meeting.

Lancashire Lanes Update (2)
For those of you who missed my verbal update at last month’s AGM, the first thing you need to
know is that there has been a change of date for this year’s run. The revised date is Sunday
20th September 2009.
The decision to break with tradition and move away from the usual ‘2nd Sunday in September’
was not taken lightly, and was brought about by a number of factors including the availability of
a suitable start / finish venue and whether there were any other local events which would
compete with us and attract participants who might otherwise apply to come on the Lanes Run.
(We are keen to attract a full field this year after last year’s somewhat disappointing turnout of
44 cars.)
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will see the advertisement for this year’s run along with an
entry form. Please support the event and fill in an entry form as soon as you can. The entry fee
for a car with 2 occupants is £20 and offers remarkable value; for your money, you will receive
tea / coffee at the start and a complimentary buffet at the end, you will have a great day out in
your classic car and best of all – profits go to Charity! There will also be raffle prizes, a
memento of your day and that lovely warm glow inside that comes from doing something
worthwhile!
Once again, our nominated charity is St Catherine’s Hospice, Preston which does a truly
magnificent job providing palliative care to patients, along with support to their relatives. St
Catherine’s budget for 2008/09 worked out at over £3.7 million; (more than £7 per minute –
every minute, every hour, all day - every day, 365 days per year). St Catherine’s provides a
service which we all hope we will never need, but with only 30% NHS funding, they have to
work very hard to meet that budget from other sources – and they really do deserve your help!
Fill in an application form now and send it to Rosie Doran along with your entry fee. (Leave it
too late and you might just find that it’s full!)
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Sunday 20th Sept 2009
The 9th Annual Lancashire
Lanes Run
(“The Rivers Run”)
Come and enjoy a 90-mile tour of picturesque
Lancashire, starting & finishing at the Boat Yard canal
side public house at Riley Green, near Preston.
The entry fee of £20.00 includes: car with 2
occupants, tea / coffee at the start, route book,
classic rally plate and buffet at the end. (Additional
passengers £5.00 per person;
Children under 10 yrs old – free.)
Closing Date for Entries – 21st August.
For information and booking form please contact:Rosie Doran
Telephone: 01772 877285 or see
Web Page: www.prestonmg.co.uk
Our nominated charity this year is:
St. Catherine’s Hospice – Bamber Bridge
If you are interested, please complete a booking form.

The 9th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
(“The Rivers Run”)
Sunday 20th Sept 2009
Est. 1980
Driver..............................................................................................................................................
Passenger .......................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS: .......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
POSTCODE ......................................................................................................................................
TEL No: ...........................................................................................................................................
MAKE of CAR ...............................................................MODEL ......................................................
YEAR ...........................................................................REG No: ......................................................
CAR CLUB .......................................................................................................................................
e-mail address ................................................................................................................................
Car with 1 Passenger ...........................................................................................................£20.00
No. of additional passengers @ £5.00 each (Children under 10 yrs old - free)..............................
Total................................................................................................................................................
The run will be approximately 90 miles, starting and finishing at:
‘The Boat Yard’ canal side pub at Riley Green, near Preston.
Entry Fee is £20.00 per car (driver and passenger) which includes: tea / coffee at the start, tulip
style route book, rally plate and buffet at the finish. (For additional passengers, please add
£5.00 per person.)
Entry form and fee should be sent to:
Rosie Doran, 51 Cuerdale Lane, Walton-le-Dale, Preston PR5 4BP
(Enquiries:
- 01772 877285)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries 21ST AUGUST.
(Entry confirmation will be sent via e:mail. If you do not have an e:mail address, please include
a stamped, self-addressed envelope for an acknowledgement of receipt and full details of the
start venue.)

Disclaimer:
There is no timed element to this event, neither is there any penalty for mileage covered. You
therefore need no special insurance to take part. The instructions contained in the route book
which you will receive at the start act only as a suggested route that you may wish to follow.
All speed limits and other rules relating to the roads contained in the route book should be
adhered to at all times.
I declare and accept the following terms of entry:
1 I will be the driver of the vehicle identified on the application form.
2 The vehicle will be in a roadworthy condition, with a current MoT and covered by
appropriate insurance as required by the Road Traffic Act (1960) and any subsequent
legislation.
3 I, and the occupants of my car have entered at our own risk and understand that Preston &
District MGEC and the event organisers bear no responsibility for loss, damage or injury
however caused.
4 I, and my occupants shall behave in such a manner as not to cause nuisance or annoyance to
the general public.
Submission of the entry form constitutes acceptance of these conditions.

Calendar of Events for 2009
Date

Event

Location

Time

Organiser

Tues 24 Feb

Kwik quiz

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Tues 31 Mar

Ten Pin Bowling

Lakeside Superbowl

20.00

Committee

Sun 5 Apr

Weekend Run

TBA

TBA

Kevin Doran

Sun 26 Apr

St Georges Day Run

TBA

14.00

Graham Lockwood

Tues 28 Apr

Natter & Noggin

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sun 10 May

Cholmondoley Castle

Charnock Richard

09.00

Committee

Sun 17 May

Weekend Run

TBA

11.00

Janet Bradshaw

Tues 26 May

SYCO

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Fri-Mon 29 May
to 1 Jun

Twaite & Swaledale
Dales Weekend Tour

Kearton Hotel

TBA

Bill Ryding

Sun 7 Jun

Myerscough Show

TBA

TBA

Graham Lockwood

Sun 14 Jun

Lakeland Museum Run

Burlington’s Car Park

10.00

Graham Lockwood

Tues 30 Jun

Treasure Hunt

TBA

20.00

Mick Bamber

Sat 4 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

Show Ground

11.30

Committee

Sun 12 July

Leighton Hall

Burlington’s Car Park

09.00

Committee

Sun-Sat
19-25 July

Ireland Trip
Fossa, County Kerry

Ferry bookings, camping or hotels are to be booked by
the individual

Tues 28 Jul

Auto Test

Schultz Estate

19.00

Andy Schultz

Sat 1 - Sun 2 Aug

Northern National

Pateley Bridge

TBA

Committee

Tues 25 Aug

Evening Run

Welcome Tavern

19.00

Alan & Dot Fowler

Sun 20 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

Boat Yard

10.00

Committee

Tues 29 Sep

Natter & Noggin

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Tues 27 Oct

Quiz Night

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sun 1 Nov

Halloween Run

TBA

TBA

Kevin Doran

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night

Schultz Estate

18.00

Schultz Estate

Tues 24 Nov

Natter & Noggin

Welcome Tavern

20.00

Committee

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

Committee

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Graham Lockwood

Appley Bridge (01257) 253723
graham@gandjlockwood.myzen.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

mick@mcbamber.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and emailed in .pdf format or posted at the end of each month in time for club
night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

