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Newsletter Editor and new Treasurer in days of yore

Chairman's Chat
For those who couldn't make it to the AGM, we had quite a bit of a rocky start to the year for
the Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club. At the opening of the AGM it was announced (as in
last month's Newsletter) that most of last year's committee were willing to stand again, but
there were two vacancies and if anyone would like to volunteer for either of the posts let it be
known before we got to the election of committee members.
The reading of last year's AGM minutes and statement of accounts were read, both of which
were accepted by those present. Based on the club's activities last year and our good financial
status the club seems to be doing well.
So now came time to see if we had enough nominations and if so go on to elect a new
committee. At this point we still had 2 vacancies, a Secretary and Treasurer. As there had been
no volunteers at that point I had no choice but to stop the AGM and advise that the existing
committee would discuss this problem the following week to see if the club could continue. (I
have to say that I found it hard to believe that out of a membership of around 50 to 60 we
were unable to find volunteers for the vacant posts) For clarity, I briefly outlined the general
duties of each post and kept my fingers well and truly crossed. I did not look forward to
trawling though the articles of the club's constitution to check on the legality of how the club
would stand without key posts being filled.
During the hotpot supper an existing committee member and an ex chairman of the club came
forward and offered to stand for the vacant positions. The AGM was re-convened and a new
committee was duly elected, as follows:
Election of officers
Chairman Tony Sharples
Secretary Kevin Doran
Treasurer Mike Newton
Election of General
Andy Schultz Gordon Mallett Bill Ryding Bill Bradshaw -

Committee
(Technical)
(Membership)
(Events)
(Newsletter Editor)

So, I take this opportunity on behalf of all club members to thank last year's committee for
their good work and dedication to the club, especially to Graham Lockwood & Mark
Blennerhassett, who stood down due to work commitments. Also on behalf of us all, I would
like to thank the new committee, who I am sure will continue to make every effort to run the
club for the benefit of all its members.
At the new committee's first meeting, we started to look at the events calendar for this year.
We started by concentrating on our own club's organised events and will soon look at other
events that as a club we may want to visit. Where possible we will also list any other events
that may be of interest.
Planning will soon start for this year's Lancashire Lanes Run and as soon as the format is agreed
we will get the advert and booking forms in the Newsletter.

Chairman's Chat cont.
Below is the start of our calendar. More detail will be added and published as soon as possible.
Forthcoming events.
Tue 26th Feb Ten Pin Bowling, Lakeside Superbowl, Preston.
Tue 25th Mar Quick Quiz @ The Welcome Tavern.
Sun 20th Apr St Georges Day Run.
Tue 29th Apr Club Night @ The Welcome Tavern.
Thur 15th May Evening Run.
Fri 23rd May North Lakes weekend based in Cockermouth.
Tue 25th May SYCO @ The Welcome Tavern.
Thur 12th Jun Evening Run.
Tue 24th Jun Treasure Hunt @ The Welcome Tavern.
Karen and I must apologise as we will not be at
the February club night. It's that time of year
again, must go skiing. As you may be able to
guess we are off to America again, Lake Tahoe
on the California / Nevada State line. Hopefully
there will be as much sunshine and clear blue
skies as our visit to the area last autumn and
have as much snow as in previous years.

Finally a few important notes and reminders.
• Club trip to Cockermouth (North Lakes) over the (May) Spring Bank Holiday weekend. We now
have 12 confirmed bookings. There are only 15 rooms, so make sure you send in your booking
form and deposit in early to avoid disappointment. (It may be possible to book extra rooms
but only if we know very soon) See form for more details.
• Although we have received some requests for club clothing, I need a few more orders to be
able to get the best price. I am hoping to be able to place an order very soon, if you want
anything please contact myself or a member of the committee.
See you all in March.

Tony

Secretary's Scribbles
This is my first Secretary's Scribble, as I sit here
at 10:00pm with my cocoa and digestive.
Over the last 25 yrs I've had 5 MG's, (no two
models the same), and I've always run them all
year round. However, this year for the first
time I decided to put the RV8 into hibernation
over the winter. It needed one or two jobs
doing which I could do while it was laid up. I
reasoned that I probably wouldn't use it very
much anyway in the cold wet months and
being a bloke I thought that taking it off the
road over the winter might have the added
advantage of saving me a bob or two - well
now I'm not so sure.
You may think (as I did) that taking your car
off the road for 6 months was fairly straight
forward - don't you believe it!!!
After sorting out the SORN paperwork on line,
which admittedly couldn't be easier, I rang my
insurers to tell them that the car wouldn't be
going anywhere for the next 6 months and
fully expected to a reduction in my
premium…… how could I be so naïve. My
insurer told me in no uncertain terms that
because of the value of the car, the fact that it
would be laid up in my garage for the next 6
months would make no difference whatsoever
to my premium hhmmmph!!!, no saving there
then. Mental note to myself, don't go with
the same company next year.
The next problem that became immediately
apparent is how do you maintain the battery's
condition when a car is stored for extended
periods - let the battery go flat and you're likely
to end up having to buy a new one when
you're wanting to put the car back on the road.
Well, I could do without the cost of that.
However, if you're anything like me you'll soon
get cheesed off with having to put that battery
on charge every few weeks. It's tedious trying
to access the battery compartment, removing
carpet, unscrewing and lifting the lid, all this
while bending at a peculiar angle.
Solution - buy a charger that has an electronic
controller which switches off automatically
when the battery is full and switches on again
automatically when the battery voltage drops
due to spontaneous discharge. It prevents the
battery from becoming overcharged and the
unit can remain connected for months
without boiling away the electrolyte - cost of
new battery charger approx £30.00.
It wasn't long after this that I found myself
reading an article on an MG website about

problems with damp and condensation (before
you ask, I thought I had a life, but clearly I
haven't) affecting cars that have been laid up I hope you're reading this Don. Unless you
have a heated garage, you may experience
problems with condensation particularly inside
the instrument glass. As the car is parked in a
cold environment the structure and fittings on
the car become very cold too. Once moist
slightly warm air comes into contact with cold
surfaces condensation forms - basic physics
really. Evaporation depends on temperature,
humidity and airflow.
Solution - well, it was suggested that you
pIace a large desk fan in front of the car
which is attached to a time switch so that the
car gets a good blow for 20 minutes twice a
day. The bloke that suggested this obviously
has no idea how difficult it is to buy a desk
fan in the middle of winter.
Still, you've guessed it, in no time at all I
found myself toddling into town to buy a desk
fan - try explaining to your wife why you need
one of those at this time of year; and plug in
timer - cost approx £20.00
Finally, this week, I really must stop visiting
this website www.V8register.net I read
another article by an MG owner who's found
that while his MG has been off the road, mice
have been eating their way through it. By the
time he found them they had made their way
from the driver's footwell through to the boot
chewing the interior trim as they went.
Solution - well suggestions varied from leaving
baited traps around the car to using ultrasonic
devices which the mice can't tolerate.
Now then, call me shortsighted if you like, but
I refuse to have a series of mousetraps around
the garage just in case Mickey decides to take
a liking to my pride and joy.
So far it's cost me about £50.00 (don't tell my
wife) just to have the car sat in the garage for
the last 4 months. It strikes me that there's a
good case for keeping the car on the road all
year round and simply taking it out when the
weather is fine.
Oh yes, the reason that I took the car off the
road in the first place to do those jobs, well,
we are now in the middle of February and
they still need doing.
Drive carefully

Kevin

What About Your Car History?
Have you ever thought about how many cars
you've owned in your lifetime? That is,
excluding company cars.
Well, I have, and the number quite astounds
me. I can remember the number plates of
several of them, and some of them, I'm sure,
would sell for a few bob today.
I owned the following cars, in the order that I
acquired them:
• Standard 8
• Standard 8
• Berkeley 4 wheeler (the 3 wheeler was the
more popular)
• Morris Minor Convertible (WKF 720)
• Volkswagon Beetle (TBF 210)
• Sunbeam Rapier (with overdrive)
• Mini (White with a green roof) - We all
owned one of those at sometime, didn't
we?
• Triumph Spitfire 1300cc Mk 2 (GXG 360)
• Ford Cortina Mk 2 1300cc
• Ford Capri 1600GT
• Ford Cortina Mk 3
• Ford Escort Estate
• Ford Escort 1300E (ordered specially in black
paint - black cars were unheard of in the
mid 70s)
• Opel Ascona 2000SR
• Opel Ascona 1600S
• Opel Kadet
• Vauxhall Cavalier (new shape)
• BMW 318 - 1800cc
• BMW 525 SE
• Mercedes CLK 230 Komp. Convertible
Since I've been married, Ann has owned a mini,
two Fiat 500s, an Austin Allegro, & two
Fiestas.
I acquired my B Roadster in 2001 from a
Chorley owner, who'd had it laid up for nearly
6 years.
Not bad, eh?
My 1st car, a Standard, cost me sixpence and a
Christmas pudding.
You don't believe me? Well, I still have the
newspaper cutting to prove it.
I was 16, nearly 17 at the time, mad on cars,
couldn't wait to start learning to drive & pass
my test. The year? 1963 - December.
I lived with my parents in Bootle at the time,
and the local weekly paper had a column
called the 'Grapevine'. I noticed an article in the
Grapevine saying that 'Mr Quinn, owner of
Clearways Garage, Ince Blundell, was giving

away a car to the first person to hand him
sixpence & a Christmas pudding on Saturday
lunchtime at 1.30pm'. I jumped up, and told
my mother & father that I was going to go for
it, and furthermore as it was Friday today, I
was going to go to the garage tonight with
my sleeping bag & a few rations. After all I
was a senior scout at the time, and I had
experience of camping out overnight etc. You
could do that sort of thing fairly safely in those
days, as you will know.
My parents hummed & haa'd, but could see
how excited I was, and agreed to drop me off
at the garage that evening. First I had to get
down to Tesco in the Bootle New Strand
shopping centre, and pick up a Christmas
pudding. No problem.
I duly arrived at Clearways garage at about
11.00pm, in my parka jacket, with small
rucksack & sleeping bag hanging over my
shoulders. I could see all these cars for sale to
one side of the main petrol forecourt, all of
course well outside my price range. I could
afford to go to the pictures on a Saturday
night, but a car? No way. But I wanted to get
the car!
I walked into a small hut where a male petrol
attendant was on duty, and he looked at me
with complete amazement. I told him I had
come to win the car next day, whereupon he
told me that, yes, it was next day, and I should
turn up then. He told me the garage would
close at 12 midnight, and I couldn't stay there.
I said that I'd be OK with a small tent &
sleeping bag nearby, and I wasn't expecting to
stay inside the hut or anywhere else for that
matter.
He clearly wasn't happy with that and he rang
the owner, Mr Quinn, who, after a lengthy
conversation told him that I could sleep in the
car overnight, rather than setting up a tent in
the cold & dark. Wow! Great! I was over the
moon, but tried not to show it too much.
And there it was. A blue Standard 8 - a 1948
model, in good condition, fully roadworthy,
with leather seats! There was no ignition key
for the car. The ignition worked with a black
switch, but I was not going to try anything
untoward, having received an element of trust
from the owner. So into my sleeping bag I
went, and I tried to sleep.
Next morning, some of the mechanics arrived
around 8am to probably work a Saturday
morning shift, and they got to know about me

What About Your Car History? cont.
turning up the night before. I was wandering
about and one of them called me over to
remind me that the rules were 'the first person
to hand Mr Quinn a sixpence & a Christmas
pudding got the car, not the first person to
arrive at the garage'. He then proceeded to tell
me that Mr Quinn would take one of the cars
on sale up the clearway/dual carriageway to
Formby for his lunch, and would return at
1.30pm on the nail. He also told me to note
which car he took, so that I would be able to
recognise it on its return pulling into the
garage, whereas anyone else would think he
was just another punter calling in for petrol.
I thanked the mechanic for his excellent advice.
And so - Mr Quinn took a black car at about
12.00, I can't quite remember the model, but it
was a Ford, and off he went in the direction of
Formby. One could see about half a mile up
the dual carriageway from the garage, so the
scene was set!
At 1.15pm, you could not move on the
forecourt, apart from the petrol area, for
people were everywhere stood around
clutching their Christmas puddings. But there
was one person who knew the score - the rest
didn't.
So at 1.25pm I ventured towards the entrance
area, and kept a quiet lookout up the clearway.

I saw the black Ford - my heart was thumping
away - it indicated to pull into the garage, and
as it stopped and the door opened, guess who
pushed a sixpence & a Christmas pudding onto
Mr Quinn's lap?
Yes - ME! I did it! Everybody else just stood
there not knowing what to do, but they all did
groan inwardly when the photographer
appeared to take my photograph with Mr
Quinn.
I haven't finished.
My photo & the story was not only in the
Bootle Herald the next week, but it was also
on Page 3 of the Daily Sketch, the Daily Mirror,
& a few other national newspapers of the day!
I received about 50 letters, some
congratulatory, some believe it or not of a
begging nature.
My mother drove the car home, and that was
my car for my first 18 months with a full
driving licence.
I passed my driving test 3 weeks after my 17th
birthday.
I also didn't go to the pictures for a wee while!
My money went on petrol at the hefty price of
1shilling & 9 pence a gallon - about 9 or 10p
in today's money!

Godfrey

Technical Tip - Andy Schultz
Have you ever removed the heater from an
MGB? Well if you have, you will know that you
have to be a contortionist to disconnect the
cable to the air flap at the base of the heater
box. The only way to it is via the drivers side
foot well air vent flap. Removing it is quite
straight forward; just loosen it and pull it out,
but trying to reconnect it is sometimes hard

work. The difficult bit is to get the cable
through the hole in the solderless nipple cos
when the nipple is in the bracket, you can't see
the hole. The tip is either to put a saw cut in
line with the hole at 90 degrees to the body of
the nipple, or dab a bit of Tippex on the top this will tell you where the hole is so you can
push it through.

'Tin snips' - from Roger Schofield
Low speed pursuit

What is it with Lincolnshire?

Hampshire police have had a 5-mile, low speed
chase along the M27 near Southampton after a
90-year old drove his mobility scooter onto the
motorway by mistake.

Last month's 'Tin Snips' talked about Whitham
Vehicle Specialists of Lincolnshire which 'turns
over' millions of pounds worth of ex-MoD
vehicles each year.

Police watchdog criticises pursuits

Well, Lincolnshire is also home to Peter Hobson
(owner of Hobson Industries) who has created a
multi-million pound industry re-cycling old army
Land Rovers in Donnington-on-Bain.

A recent report from the Independent Police
Complaints Commission (IPCC) has accused
police officers involved in high speed chases of
taking 'unnecessary risks'.
About 40 people die each year in road traffic
incidents involving the police, mostly as a result
of pursuits of young males, many of whom are
under the influence of drink, drugs - or both.

“I've got the largest Land Rover parts store
outside Land Rover” - says Hobson. And such is
the scale of the operation that Hobson
Industries has emerged as a (small) rival to Land
Rover. (Land Rover, like Volvo, is currently for
sale by Ford).

The IPCC says there is a need for strong and
clear regulation of police pursuits, and it has
called for the advisory ACPO guidelines on
pursuit driving to be made compulsory.

Hobson Industries employs 48 people, stripping
vehicles, re-conditioning parts and supplying rebuilt vehicles to armies around the world. But
Hobson's main customer remains the UK MoD.

(Call me naïve and heartless, but if someone
chooses to step outside the law, they shouldn't
subsequently expect the protection of it. When
is society going to acknowledge that if the
perpetrator of a crime chooses to drive a car
when he/she is unable to control it, and then
uses it to try and outrun a specially trained
police pursuit driver, they deserve everything
they get? If they stopped when they were told,
there would be no chase. After all, the police
cannot pursue a car that isn't moving, and a
stationery car cannot crash! Roger)

Over the years, Hobson has bought obsolete
tooling from Land Rover and now supplies
newly built Land Rovers to the MoD at _ the
price that Land Rover can supply them. And this
represents a saving to the British tax-payer as
well as the MoD.

Crackdown on drink-driving

Hobson's parts stock is massive - and valuable.
“I've more than 100 Wolf engines and they're
£7000 each”, says Hobson. “I've got well over a
thousand V8 engines and 700 diesels. Here I've
got 1100 transfer boxes at £450 each and these
gearboxes - I've got 800 of them - are worth
£2000 each.”

Government proposals could see a cut in the
drink-drive limit and the introduction of
random roadside breath testing.

All parts supplied by Hobson come with a 2 year
warranty - and that's twice what Land Rover
offers on new parts!

The measures under consultation include
reducing the blood-alcohol limit from 80mg to
50mg, bringing the UK into line with most other
European countries.

Road Safety Act 'hikes' penalties

Drink-driving is causing a growing number of
fatalities on the road, especially amongst young
people and women. Studies suggest that
cutting the limit to 50mg could save up to 65
lives per year.

The penalty for failing to provide driver identity
information rises from three to six penalty
points, the maximum fine for careless driving
doubles to £5000, and a 6-month ban is now
mandatory for a second 'dangerous vehicle
condition' offence within three years.

Several offences now carry tougher penalties
under the Road Safety Act 2006.

Road Rage at road workers

Who's who

Road workers have to contend with an alarming
amount of abuse from drivers.

As the latest launch date for the NAC MGTF
LE500 gets ever closer, it seems sensible to
identify the other 're-named' models, in case
you haven't kept up with the changes.

According to a survey by the RAC Foundation,
four out of five road workers have been verbally
or physical abused, whilst one third reported
having food, bottles or other missiles thrown at
them. (Some even claim to have been shot at
with air rifles.)
Bernie's millions
In what must count as 'millionaire de-cluttering',
Formula 1 supremo Bernie Ecclestone has
disposed of part of his extensive collection of
classic cars (at auction) and raised £10 million in
the process. (He sold 44 cars!)
Of note amongst the lots was Bernie's restored
1951 LHD MGTD which made a staggering
£29700 (including buyer's premium).
By
comparison, Bonhams' Harrogate auction three
weeks later also included a nicely restored 1951
ex-USA TD which had been converted to RHD in
the 1990s and which fetched £13500 - a much
fairer reflection of TD values; (£15k -£20k is
current 'top book' guide price).
The question is: will this ex-Bernie Ecclestone
TD retain this massive premium over similar
models (which do not have a celebrity lineage)
when it next comes on the market?
Learner drivers face tougher tests
The theory test for learner drivers and motorcyclists has been made longer and harder.
To pass, candidates now have to answer 50
questions and get 43 right. Previously, just 35
questions with 30 right were required. The time
allowed for candidates to complete the test has
been extended from 40 to 57 minutes. Also,
the cost of the theory test has risen to £28.50.
Thou shalt not…
The Vatican has issued a set of 10
Commandments for motorists, warning them
that driving can bring out 'primitive and sinful'
behaviour.

The MG ZR becomes the MG3, the MG ZS
becomes the MG5 and the MG7 which has been
on sale in China for several months already, is
derived from the MG ZT. These models currently
use the ZR/ZS/ZT body styles with which we are
already familiar and whilst there is no definite
information regarding when they may be
available in the UK, it is unlikely that a
Longbridge produced MG7 for the European
market will be available before the end of 2008.
UK falls down the safety league
Britain has lost its top ranking in the European
road safety league. Both the Netherlands and
Sweden now have a lower rate of road deaths
per million of population.
Other European countries have been making
faster progress in cutting casualties in recent
years. In France, there was a 35% drop in road
deaths between 2001 and 2005 compared with
just 7% in the UK.
Congestion Charge to target gas guzzlers?
Plans to link the London congestion charge to
carbon emissions could see drivers of 4x4s and
performance cars paying three times more to
enter the charging zone.
Under the proposals, the daily charge for cars
with the highest G band VED rating will increase
from £8 to £25 per day. This will affect the
popular 'school run' 4x4s such as the BMW X5
and Land Rover Discovery as well as luxury cars
such as Jaguars and Rolls Royces.
At the other end of the scale, cars with the
lowest carbon dioxide emissions - in VED Bands
A and B would be exempted from the charge.
More computer record problems!
It has been reported that the DVLA database
holds incorrect personal details for 7.8 million
people - over 18% of Britain's drivers.

Calendar of Events for 2008
Date

Club Event

At

Tue 25 Feb

Ten pin bowling

Lakeside Superbowl 20.00

Lakeside Superbowl

Sat 25 Mar

Kwik Kwiz etc.

Preston

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sun 20 Apr

St George’s Day Run

tba

tba

tba

Sat 29 Apr

Club Night possible guest speaker

Preston

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Evening Run

tba

tba

tba

Fri-Mon 23 May North Lakes Weekend
see entry form in last
month’s newsletter

Cockermouth

tba

tba

Tue 27 May

Show Your Car Off

Preston

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Thu 12 Jun

Evening Run

tba

tba

tba

Tue 24 Jun

Treasure Hunt
Andy & Carole Schultz

tba

19.30

tba

Thu 15 May

Map to Lakeside Superbowl

Time

Meet

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mike Newton

Liverpool (0151) 526 3419
m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month (Jan to Nov) in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

