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Chairman's Chat
Well the final Newsletter of 2008.

Earlier this month was our Annual Dinner
where we enjoyed a very good night in the
pleasant surroundings of the Leyland Golf
Club. A venue that we have used a couple of
times in the past and I am sure will use it
again, if we can manage to book a suitable
date.

After the dinner I had the pleasure of presenting
various awards, the opportunity to thank, on
your behalf, the committee and club members
for their effort and enthusiasm during the year
and to hand out the raffle prizes.

Awards

Ten Pin Bowling Andy Schultz
Show Your Car Off Ray & Lynda Cohen
Auto test Bill Bradshaw
Treasure Hunt Kevin & Rosie Doran
Quiz Night Alan’s Posse

Alan & Dot Fowler,
Julie & Graham Lockwood,
Carole Schultz,
Karen Sharples.

Enthusiasts Award Don Dixon
(The Sam Bennett Trophy)

• This year the committee also felt that we
should present a small gift to Carole Schultz
for allowing the club to organise events at
the Schultz estate and for looking after
those who attended the events.

Thanks

• To Bill Bradshaw & Rachel Bailey for editing
and publishing the Newsletter. Also to those
members who have contributed articles
during the year. Hopefully you have found it
interesting and useful.

• To this year’s “Lancashire Lanes” run
committee, Dave Blacklidge, Joy Hunter,
Andy Schultz, Roger Schofield, Ian
Thompson (and me) Also the club members
who helped on the day, Alan & Dot Fowler,
Elizabeth Schofield and Karen Sharples.

• To the members who had organised events
during the year;

• Bob & Carole Moore, Janet Bradshaw, and
Roger & Elizabeth Schofield for evening runs.

•Mick and Chris Bamber and Andy & Carole
Schultz for the treasure hunt.

• To all of the members who have supported
or attended our events during the year.

• Finally the committee, Kevin Doran, Mike
Newton, Bill Ryding, Gordon Mallett, Andy
Schultz and Bill Bradshaw for their effort
during the year.

Once I had handed out the raffle prizes I had
finished my official duties for the evening. At
this point Bill Ryding came forward to make
two presentations to retiring committee
members, Mike Newton & myself. Mike had
served this year as treasurer and had
previously served as Chairman in 2003 &
2004. This had been my eighth year on the
committee of which the last four have been as
Chairman, all of which I have enjoyed. I was
presented with a “Hot Pack” which contains a
flask, cups and various containers and I am
sure that this will be greatly appreciated by
both Karen and I when out in the MG’s.

Notes and Reminders

Please see the club Calendar for forthcoming
events, also you will see in this Newsletter a
notice confirming that the AGM agenda will
be held on Tuesday the 27th January (as
initially planned) as we have had volunteers /
nominations for all of the positions on the
committee. 

Finally on behalf of the committee I would like
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and best
wishes for the New Year.

Tony



Secretary's Scribbles
Well the building work on my house started in
earnest towards the end of last month.  In no
time at all, the footings were dug and the
concrete base was laid and before long the
walls were built and everything was watertight
(of sorts – there was tarpaulin covering the roof
where they hadn’t had time to complete the
job that day) and they’d knocked through into
our back room.  At this stage we paid 75% of
the total cost of the job as per the original
agreement - unfortunately, this was also the
point that the builders stopped coming.

The day after I paid the 1st instalment, I rang
the builders asking them to remove the skip
that had been on the bottom of my drive.  I
came home to find that the skip that had
been removed, but they had left half of it’s
contents on the drive – you can imagine how
impressed I was.  Several promises from them
over the next few days to turn up proved to
be fruitless and so for the last 10 days we’ve
had a freezing extension (covered in
tarpaulin), we’ve paid ¾ of the cost of the
complete job and never seen a workman.
Well, that’s not entirely true, they did send a
workman round to the house to put an
advertising board (which we had never agreed
to) in the front garden.  To say that relations
between myself and builders have broken
down is something of an understatement.  I
was very tempted to name and shame this
company within this newsletter, but that’s not
what our club is about, however, if any of you
are thinking about having a conservatory or
orangery built by a company that advertises
comprehensively in the local press, give me a
ring and I’ll tell you which company it is that
you should avoid.  Oh, the advertising board

that was put in my front garden has been
ripped down and is lying broken around the
back of the house.   Rant over for this month.

I hope that everyone enjoyed the Christmas
meal, the committee received an e'mail from
one of our members praising the food, service
in fact the whole package.  Well I would just like
to endorse that and express our appreciation
particularly to Bill and Lilian Ryding who took it
upon themselves to arrange the majority of the
evening.  It was a huge undertaking and once
again it was a huge success – well done.

The next club event is:-
Cold Turkey Run
Sunday 28th December 2008.
Guys Thatched Hamlet, Bilsborrow

MG's at this time of the year are optional,
please come at 10:00 for 10:30 start.

Tea and coffee (and breakfasts) will be
available at the start, and we have confirmed
that lunch will be available at the finish.    

AGM - January see's our AGM, amongst the
items on the agenda for this year is the issue
of cost of membership.  Annual membership
costs certainly haven't gone up in the last 10
yrs, possibly even longer.  If you want your say
on this and any other matters, please come
and let us know your views. 

Kevin

Calendar of Events for 2008
Date Club Event At Time Meet

Sun 28 Dec Cold Turkey Run Bilsborrow 10.00 Guy's Thatched Hamlet

Tues 27 Jan AGM 20.00 Welcome Tavern

Tues 24 Feb Ten Pin Bowking Lakeside Superbowl 20.00 Lakeside Superbowl

Tues 31 Mar Kwik quiz 20.00 Welcome Tavern



Editorial
I was very pleased to see the Sam Bennett
trophy awarded to Enthusiast of the Year Don
Dixon. Don is our senior member, and has
been a very regular attendant at meetings and
events this season. In addition to his club
involvement, he is a dedicated church organist
who has demonstrated his skills at weddings,
funerals, and other church functions all over
the North West. Those of us old enough will
remember his uncle Reginald Dixon, who was
frequently on the radio playing the organ at
Blackpool Tower. Don has continually
enhanced our gatherings with his ready wit
and good humour over the many years that
he has been a member.

A huge debt of thanks is due to Tony Sharples,
our retiring chairman, for his dedication to the
job over the last four years – Tony will continue
to manage the website (www.prestonmg.co.uk),
which he has recently updated. Also thanks to
Mike Newton, our retiring (committee position
not personality) treasurer, who stepped into the
breach to fill the post at the last AGM. Their
retirements will provide some new blood on the
committee, yet to be confirmed at the AGM of
course.
The 2009 season beckons, and we all look
forward to another successful and enjoyable
year.

Bill B

Lancashire Lanes Update
Planning for the 2009 Lancashire Lanes Run is
already underway and this is (hopefully) the
first of a series of regular updates to let you
know what is happening and gain your
support for next year’s event.  The 2009 Run
Committee has been established and currently
comprises 5 members; Roy Clapham, Rosie
Doran, Julie Lockwood, Ian Thomson and
Chairman – Roger Schofield.  We met for the
first time as a committee in November.

Feedback following the 2008 Run was
exceptionally positive (see separate analysis),
but member participation in the event was
disappointing with only 15 (out of 60) PMGEC
members paying to enter the Run.  A total of
44 cars entered which was also down on
previous years.  Despite these
disappointments, and the economic
downturn, we aim to make the 2009 event a
roaring success; but we need your help.

The date for the 2009 Run is 

Sunday 13 September 2009;
put it in your diary!

There is a huge amount of work associated with
organising the event such as finding suitable
start and finish venues, planning the route,
arranging advertising, designing application
forms, looking for sponsorship – the list goes
on, and we will need to recruit additional
volunteers – both in the lead up to the Run and
on the day.  Hopefully, you will feel motivated
to support next year’s run – either by
participating as a run entrant or by getting
involved in one of the many jobs (such as
marshalling cars, taking photographs and selling
raffle tickets) which need doing on the day.

If you would be willing to get involved, please
have a word with any of the Committee
members.

Roger Schofield



Feedback for 8th Lancashire Lanes run held on
14th September 2008 (26 responses)

To make sure that our club continues to organise a good annual run, the run committee
decided to ask entrants of this year’s event to complete a questionnaire, about 60% of which
were completed and handed in.
In general the run committee has received similar comments from entrants in previous years, 
so we must be doing a good job in most areas and just need to take on board some of the
comments.



Feedback for 8th Lancashire Lanes run held on
14th September 2008 (26 responses) (cont.)

Suggestions or changes
Most of the results came from filling in tick boxes but we also received a number of comments
as can be seen below.

Suggestions

Not good that ‘F’s would have had to be segregated.

Maybe include places of interest as an option to view along the way.  Also thanks for
organising good ? [the rest of the comment was illegible].

Retain the standard for 09.  Thanks very much.

Really enjoyable.  Wonderful scenery.  Lots of places to stop and enjoy refreshments.  Thank
you for putting it together.

We would have liked to have been notified that the show at the finish was cancelled prior to
turning up at the run.  There wasn’t much information about pubs/cafes/restaurants on route.
Otherwise brilliant!

Prefer not to include motorway.

Found it preferable not to have to rush round route to display vehicles at classic car show.  As
we arrived back at Hoghton Tower at 3.30 it would have been somewhat pointless putting car
on display for a mere half hour. (E-mail name given.)

Add name to e-mail list (name given).

Not sure if you have an e-mail address (name given).

Indication of pubs serving food on route would be helpful.

A map of the route to give an overview would be worthwhile.



Arrangements are well under way for the
May weekend tour 2009.

Based at the Kearton Country Hotel in
Thwaite, a beautiful Swaledale hamlet, 
we will enjoy :-

FRIDAY

Route book journey out commencing at the
Trafalgar Hotel Samlesbury - a leisurely 80 odd
miles-non motorway leaving 10.00 ish. Choice
of lunch stop, arriving Thwaite late afternoon. 

SATURDAY

Route book tour of spectacular Swaledale, no
more than 80 miles total with coffee and lunch
stops , photo opportunities, and longer stays
at places of special interest (to be announced).
If anyone has visited the area previously your
comments would be appreciated.

SUNDAY

as Saturday - different route of course!!

MONDAY

Choice of Route book return journey with
lunch stop, or for those who may need to get
back to feed the cat just 20 miles to Tebay
Junction M6 and away you go!!

Our visit coincides with the Annual Swaledale
Festival so we have living entertainment on
the doorstep, and in between times I will seek
out other events or places that may be of
interest to us.

The accommodation will be at the Kearton
Country Hotel Where 10 rooms are available
including singles, and I have secured excellent
adjacent B&Bs should the numbers require it.

Bearing in mind the GLOBAL credit crunch,
GLOBAL warming and all the other pathetic
excuses our “political masters” expound, I
have somehow managed to keep the costs to
a reasonable and affordable price.
So much so, that when I have completed the
“sums” it will be cheaper than last year which
as you will no doubt remember was £360 per
couple for the three night stay.

So all you need to do now is show me your
interest in this event by  sending me a deposit
cheque  in the sum of £25 per person (made
payable to P&DMGEC to reach me not later
than 6th January 2009 and I will do the rest.

Many Thanks

Bill Ryding

“THE NOT THE BANK HOLIDAY”
THWAITE-SWALEDALE WEEKEND TOUR

MAY 29, 30, 31 - 2009



Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting
to be held at the Welcome Tavern, Preston on Tuesday the 27th January 2009

Open Meeting @ 8:30pm

Opening remarks by Chairman

Reading of minutes of 2008 AGM by Secretary

Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal & second that these
be accepted.
Matters arising

Financial report by Treasurer

Following agreement that these are a true and accurate record, proposal & second that these
be accepted.
Matters arising

Election of committee members. 

The list below shows those nominations received at the beginning of December 2008.

Election of officers
Chairman – Graham Lockwood
Secretary – Kevin Doran
Treasurer – Mick Bamber

Election of General Committee
Andy Schultz - (Technical)
Gordon Mallett - (Membership)
Bill Ryding - (Events)
Bill Bradshaw - (Newsletter Editor)

2009 events programme

Membership Renewal Fees.
The committee would like to suggest that the membership fee should be increase to £15.00 per
year, with a £3.00 per year discount for those taking their newsletter by e-mail.
Note. Our clubs fees are based on a family membership, which could include husband & wife,
boyfriend and girlfriend or partners.

Confirmation of 2009 “Lancashire Lanes Run committee”.

Any Other Business.

To All club members, it is your club and the AGM is a special chance to have your say.
PLEASE support your committee and club by attending and getting involved. 



Committee, Contacts 
& Useful Information

Committee

Chairman Tony Sharples Leyland (01772) 495417 
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary Kevin Doran Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer Mike Newton Liverpool (0151) 526 3419
m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Membership Gordon Mallett Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical Andy Schultz Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events Bill Ryding   Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor

Bill Bradshaw Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com

8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members

Andy Schultz Cuerden Classics Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth Accident Repairs etc Croston (01772) 600964


