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Northern national, Pateley bridge, winner of
The elbow grease trophy.

Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
I’m most apologise for this being a very short Chairman’s chat, it seems to have
been a busy month between work, a visit to the hospital for some tests, the
Northern National, a weekend trip up to Edinburgh for the Fringe Festival and
then the final preparation work for the Lancashire Lanes Run.
The trip to Edinburgh was a last minute choice for our wedding anniversary. It
was a great weekend, we walked for miles around the city and watched many of
the street performers

and three completely different shows that came in the category of Dance,
Physical Theatre and Circus. The first was a traditional and urban dance troop
telling a story of South Africa, the second was an acrobatics and aerial show and
the last was a Korean drum and percussion group, all of which were very good.
We will definitely visit the festival again and hopefully get to see the Edinburgh
Tattoo at the same time.

Events
August 7th Northern National – Pateley Bridge.
We had a good turn-out to the Northern National with about 15 cars on our club
stand, covering a wide range of models.

Announcements / reminders
·

·
·
·

Aug 28th
Sept 18th
Sept 27th
Dec 3rd

Club Night Run. (Starting @ Guys Court and finishing at the New Hall Tavern)
Canberra Club Meeting. (Samlesbury Aerospace)
Club Night.
Don’t forget to put this date in your Diary for the Annual Club
Dinner & Presentation Night.

Membership.
I would like to welcome out latest new members to the club, Jeff & Christine
Taylor and Stuart Riley, bringing our membership up to 73.
Club Business
Last month I asked if any of our club members might be interested in joining the
committee next year.
If you are, please speak to me or any member of the committee.
Well I need to get back to producing the road books for the Lancashire Lanes
run so that’s all for now and we hope to see many of you soon.

Tony

SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
Motorway Driving
Middle Lane hogging on the motorways is still rife – a year or so
after new laws were brought in to stop it. Research shows that
some 52% of motorists know that stubbornly sticking to the central
lane is illegal. Yet despite this, 59% confessed to staying there
rather than just using it for overtaking – and those aged 65 and
over are the worst offenders!
Lane hogging causes congestion, reduces the capacity of the
roads, and most crucially, can be dangerous. There is a school of
thought that suggests a large number of motorists stick to the
middle lane because of the volume of articulated traffic in the inside
lane, which constantly move in and out of lanes at slow speeds,
necessitating the car driver to avoid doing the same. But middle
lane hoggers are often seen when there is little or no traffic in the
inside lane.
The practice is of course illegal and therefore drivers could face a
£100 on-the-spot fine and three points on their licence if caught.
Motorists are risking their own safety and the safety of other road
users through their actions, so there is a need to be aware of the
other lanes around them, and in particular the other driving hazard
– the undertaker. No, not the man in the top hat – the one who
overtakes in the inside lane!
If the inside lane has space, one should move into it. The fine of
£100 + 3 points has been in place since August 2013, but so far
doesn’t seem to be making much of an impact. Where are all the
police cars these days?
---------------------

Now – who owns what in the car industry?
From literally hundreds of separate companies, the automotive
industry today has consolidated into 14 main groups. They are
BMW, Daimler-Benz, Chrysler, Fiat, Ford, General Motors, Honda,
Hyundai, Peugeot, Renault, Suzuki, Tata, Toyota & Volkswagen.
But - of the several dozen marques currently on sale in developed
markets, who owns (or controls) what? This guide should help:

BMW
Daimler-Benz
Chrysler
Fiat
Ford
General Motors
Honda
Hyundai
Peugeot
Suzuki
Tata Motors
Toyota
Volkswagen

BMW, Mini & Rolls Royce
Maybach, Mercedes-Benz & Smart
Chrysler, Dodge & Jeep
Alfa Romeo, Ferrari, Fiat, Lancia & Maserati
Daimler, Ford, Lincoln, Mazda & Volvo
Buick, Cadillac, Chevrolet, GMC, Hummer, Opel,
Pontiac, Saab, Saturn & Vauxhall
Accura & Honda
Hyundai & Kia
Citroen & Peugeot
Suzuki
Jaguar, Land Rover & Tata
Daihatsu, Lexus, Scion, Subaru & Toyota
Audi, Bentley, Bugatti, Lamborghini, Seat, Skoda
& Volkswagen

Significant independents include Germany’s Porsche, Japan’s
Mitsubishi, Malaysia’s Proton / Lotus & Russia’s VAZ (Lada). I
should also include Aston Martin & Morgan.
Chinese manufacturers tipped for possible inclusion in this group
include Chery, China Brilliance (makers of ZhongHua cars), Geely,
Nanjing & Shanghai Automotive (Owner of South Korea & Ssang
Yong, and makers of MG).
All interesting stuff!
---------------WOMEN DRIVERS!
This morning on the motorway, I looked over to my right and there
was a woman in a brand new BMW doing 75mph with her face right
up next to her rear view mirror putting on her eyeliner. I looked
away for a couple of seconds, and when I looked back she was
halfway over in my lane, still working on that makeup. As a man, I
don’t scare easily, but she scared me so much, I dropped my
electric shaver, which knocked the bacon barm out of my other
hand. In all the confusion of trying to straighten out the car using
my knees against the steering wheel, it knocked my mobile phone
away from my ear which fell into the coffee between my legs,
splashed and burned Big Jim and the Twins, ruined the phone,
soaked my trousers, and disconnected an important call.
Bloody Women Drivers!

Now – a slight change of plans, and do take note.
There will NOT be a meeting / Natter & Noggin at the Railway this
month, i.e. Tuesday the 30th. Instead, the club will hold its last
evening run of the season, starting from Guys Court on the A6
going north from Preston (PR3 0RS) – 7.00pm onwards.
You could have your tea there before the run starts – just a thought.
The run is 36 miles long, and will finish at the New Hall Tavern,
Cuerdale Lane, Preston PR5 0XA.
Look forward to seeing you there.

And – if my body was a car, I’d trade it in for a newer model.
Because every time I cough or sneeze, my radiator leaks and my
exhaust backfires…..

GODFREY

SYCO – Picking a winner!
I’m still unclear how I came to be picked to judge this year’s entrants for SYCO night.
Still, the poison chalice has been a recurring feature throughout my working life, so
one more wouldn’t make any difference and at the very worst, I’d still have one friend
even if I succeeded in offending everyone else. To make matters worse, I would be
judging cars belonging to people I knew well.
I enlisted Elizabeth’s help. It was reassuring to know that I could share the blame,
and we talked long and hard about what we needed to take into account and what
we would need to disregard.
Would we vote for the car we would most like to take home at the end of the night?
(I’d left my own MG at home, so there was no conflict of interest!) Would we look for
the car which was most original? Would we pick the car whose owner had put the
most effort into preparing their pride and joy for the night? Has the owner
demonstrated the essence of being ‘an MG Enthusiast’ – (look at what the letters
MGEC stand for). Decisions; decisions.
If we had applied the same principles as Crufts (and no I’m not saying that the cars
were ‘dogs’), we would have had a series of class winners and an overall ‘best in
show’.
When it came to the cars, we felt that a lot of people had put a lot of effort into
making their cars look as good as they possibly could (perhaps more so than we
have seen in recent years), and on any other night, a large number of them could
have earned their owner the coveted Fowler Cup.
Is there any doubting that Dave (Tilley) always presents his car beautifully? I’m not
sure that there was another MG there last night which had had its tyres dressed. Or
Alan (Grindley’s) MGF Trophy – didn’t that look spotless? Then there was John
Durkin’s white B Roadster. Didn’t that look smart; surely that would give any chrome
bumper B a run for its money – and go straight to the ‘naughty corner’ if anyone has
said “wait a minute – isn’t that a chrome bumper conversion”? Now what about Bill’s
TA? Has it ever looked better. Firstly, hasn’t Andy Schultz done a fabulous job in
converting it so that Bill can continue to drive it, and didn’t Bill present it beautifully –
even more impressive considering the challenges which Bill faces. Or what about
Neil’s little Frogeye. Here is a car which not only looked great on the night, but
which had just completed the best part of 2000 miles round France. This is a wellused car which still looks like a winner
And that’s what I meant about knowing the stories behind the owners. When you
know the individuals and their stories, the job becomes that much harder.
In the event, Howard Sturrock came to the rescue exhibiting his immaculate MGA
which looked magnificent after its 16 year restoration. Disregarding personalities,
‘back stories’ and emotions, was there anyone there on the night who wouldn’t have
voted for Howard’s MGA as the winning car?
And thereby hangs the tail; Elizabeth and I got away with it whilst everyone else who
was there was probably (and rightly) left with the feeling that if Howard hadn’t
finished his restoration, they would have been in with a shout at the cup.
Roger Schofield

Mans and Little big Mans.

David Williams

The story of Le Mans goes back to 1926 when racing on this circuit
began. The track or parts of the track are in use throughout the year
and the Le Mans classic takes place every other year.
A Morgan owning golf playing pal and I made the trip this year. I
couldn’t face the discomfort of sitting in a rock solid Morgan for five
hundred miles so took my German classic.
We boarded at Newhaven as it was conveniently close to the Morgan
owner’s house. Queuing at the docks we were surrounded by
numerous classic cars and our four days of classic car heaven had
begun.
Accommodation was provided in a restored farmhouse, Vineviers,
owned by David Williams and Monica. I met my namesake a couple
of years ago and have kept in touch. Our accommodation was
amazing; the quiet rural location contrasting sharply with the noisy
excitement of the Le Mans experience. We were both made very
welcome and thoroughly recommend it. David is an excellent cook
and offers evening meals and barbeques with wine, for a modest
sum.
Vineviers offers Bed and Breakfast accommodation with the added
benefit of David’s offer to tour in this region of France (Mayenne /
Sarthe) and he can offer an exclusive visit to the circuit at Le Mans,
the control room, Podium, Photos under the Dunlop Bridge and tour
of the museum; if a group is interested.
The website for the B and B is www.vineviers.com
The Classic event lasted for three days in scorching sunlight. We had
racing; access to the paddocks and innumerable stands.
A tour of the car parks is amazing, cars from all eras and with every
conceivable manufacturer and every conceivable and inconceivable
modification.
The paddocks deserve special mention: to stand next to exotic and
often irreplaceable cars, prepared to exceptional standards is
fascinating and the diversity of machinery is amazing. We walked
miles, saw loads but after three days I’m sure that we had only seen
half of the available sights.

Would I go again? Probably but it will have to compete with the
Goodwood revival and the amazing Angouleme adventure.
Little Big Mans?
On the second day of Classic Le Mans the children line up their small
cars for a Le Mans start. They run across the track and drive flat out
for the finish line a few hundred yards (or metres) away. It’s light
hearted, fun and it’s called: The Little Big Mans.

Typical deserted road en route to Le Mans

Ready for the off

MGB of Paddy Hopkirk and Andrew Hedges

George Phillip’s MG TC special. George Phillips was the man responsible
for promoting the development of EX135 which ultimately became the MGA.

Famous MGB with the great Barry Sidery Smith taking a well earned break

Award winning GT 40

Ferarri 275 GTB with 250 LM beside it.

Very pretty BMW 328 in the pits

Two early 1950s Aston Martin DB 2/4 battle on the track

Sparkling sun reflects off the façade of Vineviers.

We’re queuing for the ferry home when this immaculate MG J2 appeared. The owner
Is returning from Le Mans classic and tell me that he also has an M type at home!

Social Event for your diary

ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY AND XMAS DINNER
On Saturday 3rd December the club is hosting the above event at
Ashton & Lea Golf Club.
The format will be similar to the last few years insofar as the evening
will commence with a welcome drink, then dinner, followed by the
annual awards presentation. The annual awards will include the
popular Christmas Pudding awards. It will be interesting to see how
good the memory is of the organiser of these particular awards.
Immediately following the awards you will then be free to move to
the lounge, where you will be entertained by Nightshift, the same
fabulous group as last year.
The committee sincerely hope you will be able to make the above
event.
We will be contacting you later to suggest you pay for the Xmas
meal in advance. This reminder will be in the October newsletter.

Fleetwood Tram Day

SYCO NIGHT

Northern National Pateley Bridge

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Autotest - Schultz Palace

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Evening Club Run tesco buckshaw village

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night - Evening run

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
29th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul

Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q
7.30 depart 8.00

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
07930313459
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

