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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
Since the last Newsletter we have had members attending a number of events such as our club
Sunday Run, Fleetwood Tram Day, club (SYCO) night and Pateley Bridge.
Events.
The run on Sunday 12th was a repeat of last year’s Cold Turkey, as on that occasion no-one could
complete it, due to black ice. This time, although the weather was not great for the middle of
summer, I think all that set off made it around the route and back to the Plough Inn for lunch.
As Karen and I had other commitments that afternoon we didn’t stop for lunch, but really
enjoyed the run.
Sunday 19th was the Fleetwood Tram Day and I know members took part, but I have no details
as to how the day went.
Tuesday 28th was our annual SYCO (show your car off) night. On this occasion we asked (so as
to maintain impartiality) a visitor from the Merseyside club to pick the car he would like to
take home and so the winner of this year’s SYCO trophy was Roy & Sue Clapham with their
Green and Cream “Y Type” as seen below at this year’s Northern National.

Sunday the 9th August was “Harrogate MG”, organised by Harrogate MG club and
incorporating the “MGOC Northern National”. We had a good showing with
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16 cars and their owners, some being new members and many who have regularly supported
the event. I would like to thank all those who replied to my e-mail regarding attendance as it
allowed us to arrange with the Harrogate club to have a stand that was large enough to fit us
all in.

It was great to see such a good turn out and it reminded me of our clubs successes at the
events some 10 years ago. In 2004, 5 and 6 we were awarded 1st place for best club stand,
the photograph below being from 2006

I think Karen and I have missed very few of the Northern Nationals since we joined the club
in about 1998. We have always enjoyed the event and on occasions made a weekend of it, along
with other club members either stopping in local B&B’s or camping on site.
I have always been of the opinion that as a club and MG enthusiasts we should support this
event and put on the best show we can to promote our club and MG’s in general. Next year, I
think Karen and I will be looking to make a
3

weekend of it again and hope that our club can put on a bigger and better display.
Newsletter.
Ever month we try to make sure that a good newsletter is sent out, but unfortunately apart
from the rare exception all of the content is from the committee. I think all of us would
appreciate being able to read articles from club members and not just the committee and
what may be our view of the club and its activities.
I would therefore like to invite anyone to put pen to paper (or these days type an e-mail and
include photos) and send to Paul Heyes for inclusion in future editions. The closing date for
articles is the 15th of each month. The articles do not have to be club related, anything you
think would be of interest, would be enjoyed by readers.
Club Regalia.
For many years now the club has had quite a large range of club regalia, most of which can be
seen on the clubs website. But more recently most of the stock has been sold and not
replenished. Generally items of clothing can be ordered and available in a week or so but
baseball caps and umbrellas for example have a minimum order quantity.
If you are interested in purchasing any of the Club regalia please let me or one of the
committee know and we will see what can be arranged.
Announcements / reminders
·
·

The Lancashire Lanes Run is on Sunday 23rd of August.
The August club night is a short run followed by noggin and natter at the Railway at
Leyland.

·

Annual Dinner. Although this may be some time off (Sat 5th Dec) please put the date in
your diary, you wouldn’t want to miss a great night.

Well that’s all for now, as I need to finish off the road book for this year’s “Lancashire Lanes
Run” ready for printing later in the week. Hopefully see you all on the runs and club night.
Tony
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Secretary’s Scribbles
There was a recent article in the Money Mail section of the Mail on Sunday, concerning a
Mr Philip Porter, now 64 and living down in Worcestershire. OK, he’s a Jaguar man,
founder of the E-Type club, and author of classic car books, but he has noticed that the
value of classic cars in general has risen substantially in recent years.
In 1976, Philip paid £500 for a 1961 E-Type Roadster that featured in the 1969 film, The
Italian Job. That Roadster is now worth around £250k. In the same year, he paid £2650 for
a 1960 prototype Fixed Head Coupe – the oldest E-Type in existence. The Coupe is
insured for £2 million. Not bad going, I have to say.
Classic cars, like ordinary cars, escape Capital Gains Tax when sold, as they are deemed
to be ‘depreciating assets’ even if they rise in value.
I was at the Northern National at Pateley Bridge last Sunday, and I saw a rubber bumper
MGBGTV8 with 65000 miles on the clock, for sale at £19000. It was in white and you could
see where it had been re-sprayed – the rear wing did not match the colour of the upper
area including the roof. £19000? Surely more like £9000? But if the owner is asking for
£19k, it does show how much classics are increasing in value. I suppose that those cars
which are tax exempt will help to bolster their worth.
And whilst on the Northern National, the club had a great turnout of 16 cars on a bright
sunny day for a change. The club igloo was up, we had two banners on display and I think
we had 4 flags flying. And a decent sized pitch for a change!
I hung around with Gordon, not quite to the end, but long enough to see that a ‘Pull Handle’
Iris Blue MGB Roadster was awarded 1st prize in the Concours competition. Now, I thought
that ‘Concours’ meant the car had to be in the same condition as when it originally left the
factory. So I was very surprised to see that the door cards were from a 1970s+ car, which
would suggest the doors were from a 1970s+ car. The inner door handles on the earlier Bs
were proper door handles on the top corner of the door, whereas the later Bs had a central
recessed inner door handle.

Well, its good to see the price of petrol and diesel coming down. Some middlemen have
been profiteering with diesel for a long long time, and funny how it is now cheaper than
petrol – following newspaper articles on the racket. But it’s still Rip Off Britain. A holiday in
Disneyworld Paris is 20% cheaper for a French family than a British family. Why is that? A
French resident can fly from Paris to New York return for 20% less than us. Why is that?
Cars are cheaper in Europe. Why is that? Music tracks on iTunes are 99p each in the UK,
and 79p elsewhere. Why is that? And the airport shops have been ripping us off for years
with the VAT scam. Why is that? And there are many more. Excuses? Well it’s all to do
with the exchange rate fluctuations, the tax structure in the UK, the strong pound, the
cultural differences. Yes – I’ve heard it all before. Now I’ve had my say it’s back to club
matters.

The club’s flagship event, the Lancashire Lanes Run, takes place on Sunday the 23rd, and
you still have time to get a late entry form off to Michael. We meet at Dobbies Garden
Centre on Blackpool Road 9.00 to 9.30am, and all we need is good weather.
The club will do its last evening run on Tuesday the 25th, starting at 7pm sharp from the car
park at Leyland Park, Leyland, and finishing at the Railway. Being a 28 mile run, we should
be back comfortably before it starts getting dark.
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On Saturday the 12th September, we have the annual MG race meeting at Oulton Park. Tickets
for this event can be bought on-line for £10 or you can pay £14 on the gate on the day. Seniors
pay £10 on the gate. Normally there are about 12 races, the pit area and workshops are open
to browse round, and you can take your car on the circuit for 3 laps during the lunchtime break.
We will meet at 9.00am in the car park of the M6 South Charnock Richards Service Station.
Dave Tilley, who never misses, knows the way.
Regrettably we are having to cancel the Fairhaven Classic Car Show visit this year. This show
takes place on Fairhaven front on Sunday the 13th September, and we normally lunch at the
Chadwick Hotel later on. The police have ‘commandeered’ our usual parking spot at the
entrance to the show, and it means we have nowhere to park together, with safety of the cars
in mind. Apparently the police want the area for parking busses this year, and the organisers
have no say in the matter. Parking elsewhere in the area can be problematic, so we felt it right
to cancel.
And the Canberra Club Classic Car Show takes place on Sunday the 20th September from
11.00am onward, at the BAE Systems premises on the A59 at Samlesbury. This was a great
event last year, well organized, and there was a great show of cars.
September club night, Tuesday the 29th, will take the form of a ‘Garage Clearout & Spares
Sale’. Bring with you those unwanted bits & pieces that others may need, nothing too large of
course – we all are always looking for a bargain!
And there are other events going on that are not in our calendar, but are well worth a visit:
·

The Cornerhouse at Wrightington holds an informal classic car meet on the 1st Sunday
of each month 9am to 11.30am, the next being the 6th September, 4th October & the 1st
November.

·

The Merseyside MG Club has its Liver Birds Run on Sunday the 6th September. Ring
0151 531 9492 for details / entry form.

·

The 34th Hoghton Tower classic Car Show is on Sunday the 13th September. Just
turn up.

·

Garstang Autojumble and classic car display takes place on Sunday 13th September at
Hamilton House, on the A586, off the A6, Garstang PR3 OTB. £3.50 admission.
The Footman James Classic Car Show takes place at Event City, Manchester over two
days, the 19th & 20th September. Advance tickets ordered on-line cost £12.50.

·

And – I almost forgot to mention. Roy Clapham won SYCO with his beautiful Y type. The judge
was Jerry Myers from the West Lancs Club, a visitor on the evening.
Hasn’t Roy had some fun with that car?

GODFREY
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Caption Competition
Can any one provide a suitable caption for this bout in the recent ladies ”all in” wrestling competition,
refereed by master of ceremonies, Olive. As usual the prestigious Mary Berry trophy is up for grabs
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Social Events for your Diary
BONFIRE NIGHT CELEBRATION
On Saturday 7th November the club is organising
the annual bonfire and fireworks display.
This will take place at Andy & Carole’s estate off Old School
Lane
Start time is 19.00hrs prompt. As usual there will be traditional
bonfire night fayre including several types of hotpot, red
cabbage, mushy peas and various other delicacies.
Price has been held at the same level as the previous 10 years £5.00 per person with children under the age of 12 years going
free.
ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY AND XMAS DINNER
On Saturday 5th December the club is hosting the above event at
Ashton & Lea Golf Club at 19.00 hrs, with a view to starting to
eat at 19.15hrs.
The format will be similar to the last few years insofar as the
evening will commence with a welcome drink, then dinner,
followed by the annual awards presentation.
Immediately following the awards you will then be free to move
to the lounge, where you will be entertained by Nightshift, the
same fabulous group as last year.
The committee sincerely hope you will be able to make both
events.
There is no need to book in for the bonfire, but we will be
contacting you later to suggest you pay for the Xmas meal in
advance. This reminder will be in the October newsletter.
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FLEETWOOD TRAM DAY

SUB COMMITTEE MEETING TO DISCUSS A POSSIBLE CONTRIBUTION FROM THE CLUB
TOWARDS THE COST OF STRENGTHENING ROYS TROPHY CABINET

FLEETWOOD LINE UP
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Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 24 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.30

Lakeside Preston

Sun 22 Mar

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

New hall tavern PR5 0XA

Tue 31 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 12 Apr

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

The Mill cafe

Sun 26 Apr

Drive It Day (inc. Treasure Hunt)

10.00

Booths car park Garstang

Tue 28 Apr

Club Night (inc. Quiz)

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 3 May

Club run and lunch

10 00

Start at Mitton Hall

Tue 26 May

Club Night – Evening Run

18 30

Lang's of Longton PR45BF

5/8 June

NTBHWE - Derbyshire

09.30

TBA

Sun 14 Jun

Classic Car Show – Hoghton Tower

10.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Palace

Sun 28 Jun

Classic Car Show Townley Park

09.00

B&Q Bamber Bridge

Sat 4 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars)

10.30

Gas Works Rd. Lostock H

Sun 5 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.00

Phantom Winger

Sun 12 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.00

Plough, Runshaw Ln. PR7 6HB

Sun 19 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot Car Park

Tue 28 Jul

Club Night - SYCO

Sun 9 Aug

Northern National Pateley Bridge

20.00
09.00

Railway at Leyland
Salmesbury Hotel PR5 0UL

Sun 16 Aug

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

TBA

Sun 23 Aug

Lancashire Lanes Run

09.30

Dobbies. Blackpool Road

Tue 25 Aug

Club Night – Evening Run?

19.00

Leyland Park (car park)

Sat 12 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services

Sun 13 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show/Lunch

Sun 28 Sep

Canberra Club Classic Car Show

11.00

BAE premises, Samlesbury

Tue 29 Sep

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sun 11 Oct

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger

Tue 27 Oct

Club Night

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 7 Nov

Bonfire Night + Hotpot

19.00

Schultz Palace

Tue 24 Nov

Club Night, Elizabeths xmas quiz

20.00

Railway at Leyland

Sat 5 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.00

Ashton & Lea Golf Club

Sun 27 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

10.30

TBA

Tue 30 Jun

Cancelled

UPDATED 18/7/2015
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information

Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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