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Kevin & Rosie Doran’s TF Spark, parked in the Mont Blanc mountain range in
France, during July
——————————————
Forthcoming Events
Sun 18 Aug—Run & Lunch—meet at Phanton Winger (PR3 5JE) 10.00am
Tue 27 Aug—Club Night evening run. Meet at Guys Court, (T’oud Nells) A6, at 7.00pm
Sat 7 Sep—MG Oulton Park race meeting—meet Charnock Richard Services (south) 9.00am
Sat 8 Sep—Fairhaven Classic Car Show, & lunch at Chadwick—meet Ribble Pilot car park 10.00am
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT AUGUST 2013

To see the Red Arrows, it is to advantage to give the back of your headlamps a good polishing.
My opinion is that this was the best photograph taken at the Cosford visit
on the NTBHWE 2013 sent to me by e mail from a Mr John Bell who asked
me for permission to take some pictures of my car – astounding!!
Speaking of which – if you have any memorable photographs of the weekend please send them to Kevin who will add them to the Club’s Photo Show
for future reference.
THINGS WE HAVE DONE
Thanks to some good summer weather (at long last) we have all enjoyed
our planned weekend events with good turnouts on each occasion.
Sunday 30th June Townley Hall Car Show Burnley
Burnley Round Table provided a splendidly organised event at their annual
Car Show in Townley Park.
Lots of good quality Classics to see, excellent on site catering and facilities
and a well worthwhile visit around Townley Hall, the former residence of
the Townley family.
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Sunday 7th July 2013 Leighton Hall
A pleasant run up the old A6 through Lancaster and as always (except last
year when it was cancelled on two occasions because of ―global warming‖)
a very good Andrew Greenwood event.
Again a tremendous turnout of cherished Classics and lots of interesting
sales sites and I do like the Gillows back garden!
Sunday 14th July 2013 Sunday Run and Lunch
Not quite as planned because the Waddington Arms where we should have
taken lunch was fully booked until 6:00pm, therefore a quick change of plan
took us out to the coast and lunch at the Chadwick Hotel St Annes on Sea.
A self planned route was adopted with pre warning that we were not able to
avoid the inevitable congestion caused by routing with the annual Manchester to Blackpool cycling event which was taking place on the same day.
However we all managed to ―dodge‖ some of the cycle route and as far as I
am aware we were not responsible for too much ―horn blowing‖ or near
misses during our transit — and everyone enjoyed the complimentary coffee
at Barton Grange Garden Centre prior to setting off for the coast.
Sunday 21st July 2013 Fleetwood Tram Day
Once again good weather was the provider of a nice run out to Fleetwood to
join the celebration of Fleetwood Tram Day.
We joined the annual procession when directed which had an abundance of
public support who cheered us on to our reserved parking in the centre of
the town.
With lots to see and do and plenty of ―eateries‖ at hand we all enjoyed a
good day.
Tuesday 30th July 2013 Annual AUTOTEST
First and foremost a big thanks to Andy and Carol for the organisation and
provision of their estate for the Autotest and also thanks for the comfortable
accommodation and BBQ facilities provided for our use.
Andy, as always had set up a rather testing route, a good check on the driving capabilities of all the 14 Members who participated.
Once again Andy Wood would have been declared winner except for a slight
mishap at one of the gates resulting in penalty points, however in second
place we had:3

Eric Tomlinson in his MGF
And the 2013 outright winner is none other than:Archie Russell in his B Roadster.
Congratulations to Archie who will be ―trophyed‖ at the Annual Dinner and
Awards Evening on the 7th Dec. 2013.

Sunday 4th August 2013 - Northern National
A very notable event in the Club’s history – WHY?
because - this is the very first time that man Tony Sharples has ever had a
mechanical problem that wasn’t readily repairable!
However the occupants of a dozen or so cars enjoyed the lovely run out to
Pateley Bridge (including Tony who joined us later) where we enjoyed everything from the cars on display to the Harrogate Brass Band and the splendid little café in the village.
AND FINALLY
We welcome home our intrepid travellers and Club Members who have safely returned from their 3000 mile plus journey to the south of France (Monte
Carlo or bust) in a variety of good old MG’s.
A good time was had by all and no doubt you will hear more about it in the
current issue.
AND FINALLY FINALLY
You will recall that in the past (during my ―windmill phase‖) that I often referred to our MPs and leaders of our governance as ―dipsticks‖ and I freely
admit that this was intended as insult.
Now, by devious means they are seeking a 15% pay rise from £66K to £75K
pa by 2015 when everyone else, because of their dealings is in the negative.
I just had a look on e-bay and find that you can purchase an average dipstick for £5 to £10.
SO what’s going on?
BILL
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES
Ann & I have been away on holiday in France for most of July, with Andy & Carole
Schultz, Kevin & Rosie Doran & Mick & Chris Bamber, and the only event I was able
to get to in the last month or so was the Northern National at Pateley Bridge last weekend, the 4th August. For a change, we were allocated a large pitch, which allowed us to
park our 12 cars, and put up the club igloo. It was a fine day, and to be fair, the event
was better than it has been in recent years.
The French holiday worked out perfectly, for most of us. Mick & Chris were already in
France when the rest of us left Bamber Bridge on a fine Thursday morning, the 4th July, heading for the Channel Tunnel at Folkestone for a 5.00pm crossing. After a stop at
Cambridge services for a coffee, and for the V8ers to fill up, we comfortably arrived at
the Tunnel depot in plenty of time. I was well impressed with a screen welcoming me
by name, stating that I was early and would I like to go on an earlier train. This number plate recognition business is very impressive! And no human beings to interfere!
The train journey took 30 minutes. Who uses the Dover Calais ferry? Unless you want
to waste time, you must be mad.
So—into France, watch the speed limits, take care at roundabouts, drive on the right,
and watch the French drivers who are notoriously impatient. Another 100 miles, and we
arrived at our first stop, the Hotel Du Golf in Arras. The soap in the rooms was in the
shape of a golf ball and the same size!
Now it was early next morning when we heard from Monsieur Bambeur that all was
not well within his camp. The BGT had started popping and missing, and was not anxious to proceed. Now this car has been all over Europe, Norway & Corsica, and it decides to call it a day. Well, Monsieur Bambeur was not pleased! Despite his fiddling and
fettling, the car was staying put. Clearly the problem was distributor related and a
dodgy rotor arm was suspected. But calamity—there was no spare rotor arm in the
boot spares. Oh Dear!
So the car was left with a garage in mid west France and a C1, yes a Citroen C1, was the
only vehicle the garage could offer Monsieur Bambeur and his dear lady wife, Chris, to
continue their holiday with! Yes—that’s them below. Are C1s about 750cc in size?
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Meanwhile, the rest of us had now set off on the 2nd leg for a stop at Balladins at Marsannay La Cote, near Dijon.
En route and Andy enters an unmanned autoroute toll booth requiring 4 euros, puts in
a 20 euro note—no change! Damned Frenchies and their machines. So a phone call to
the toll company brought out a young man, who promptly disappeared inside the
booth, came out 20 minutes later and insisted the machine was working perfectly. He
was implying that Andy was telling porkies, and refused to pay out. Well just as he was
standing there, a Frenchie rolls up in a Clio, puts some money in the machine, no
change! There you are! Put that in your pipe and smoke it! The machine is dodgy. The
Frenchie still refuses to pay out, and disappears inside the booth again. Well—we’ve
been standing about for 50 minutes now, and its not good enough. So—with voices
raised in a threatening manner, we knocked on the door of the booth and demanded a
refund of 16 euros, stating we had waited long enough, were on holiday, and wanted to
get on our way. The laddie crumbled, and 16 euros exchanged hands. Yes—one up for
the boys from Blighty!
Next day, Saturday, we set off for Grenoble, with some great mountain scenery on the
way. The MGs were drawing a lot of attention, particularly as we drove through towns
and villages on the way. Our overnight at the Campanile in Saint Egreve, nr. Grenoble
was very pleasant, and we were able to relax over a nice meal.
At this stage, I might add that none of us took a spare wheel with us, preferring to opt
for more luggage space, particularly for our female passengers. All was going well, with
our 3 cars performing perfectly. And I ask you—who gets punctures these days?
Next day, Sunday 7th July, we set off for our rendezvous with Mick & Chris at our villa
in Flayosc, where we all would stay for the next 7 days. Again, the scenery was superb,
but well into our journey and as we climbed the mountains taking on the many hairpins, we got caught by one of the most violent of thunderstorms you could imagine,
and only just managed to get our roofs up in time. Headlamps on and speed reduced
to 20 mph! On arrival at Flayosc we were greeted by Mick & Chris, who had very kindly stocked the villa with food and drinkie poos, and we settled for a meal on the patio in
the wonderful warm weather, that we had seen so little of in the UK.
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Now this villa was something special. Nice and big, with each bedroom en-suite, and a
large patio area with great country views. There was a large swimming pool with all the
trimmings, sun loungers and brollies, and a big blow up dolphin which we all had great
fun with in the pool. Carole can swim 2 lengths underwater! That takes some doing.
Flayosc is a small village with a great Monday market, the usual cafes and restaurants,
and it proved a great base for us all. It was from here that we went to St Tropez, some
40 miles south, and on to Monaco on another day. I was amazed with all the tunnels in
and around Monaco, where it is quite hilly in places, and we drove the cars through Casino Square, onto the Formula 1 circuit, and down into the tunnel by the harbour,
where we parked up in an underground car park. We walked up to Casino Square and
promptly took up some roadside tables at the Café Du Paris for an hour to watch the
world go by, with a Cappuccino in hand. Wonderful! A little bit further on we found a
great roadside pub for our lunch—and the prices weren’t as bad as you might think.
Mick was giving the C1 some jip on the autoroutes, but somehow he managed to keep
up with the rest of us. I’m sure the valve springs were bouncing.
I hope I’m not rambling on too much.
On Sunday 14th we all set off separately. Andy, Carole, Kevin & Rosie would be staying
with friends in an apartment on the lakeside at Annecy. Mick, Chris, Ann & myself
would be staying in a hotel in Aime, some 100 mile south of Annecy for 3 nights, before
we all would meet up again in Annecy for a day or so.
It was in Aime that we had arranged to meet Giulio Gambarani & his wife for dinner,
both having travelled for some 4 to 5 hours from Bergamo, nr. Milan, over the St Bernard pass, in their beautiful MGC GT. Giulio and his wife were lovely people, and we
had a great time over dinner exchanging stories about his car and the Preston & District MGEC. Ann & I are going to visit Bergamo in early December.
So we did a few runs over the Alps, visiting some of the very scenic spots high up in the
Mont Blanc ranges, where the Tour De France event was taking place. We stopped in
Val D’Isere for lunch, visited Tignes, a very elevated town with an 18 hole golf course,
before arriving at our next hotel stop in Doussard, at the south west end of Annecy
lake, and 5 minutes away from the gang. We all had a barbie evening on the apartment
balcony of Kevin & Rosie’s friends, overlooking the lake. Perfect.
Next day we all set off again in our different directions. Mick was itching to getting
back behind the wheel of his B, (you would be too if you had to drive a C1 for a week!)
which had now been fixed, with the MG Owners Club getting a new dizzy out to
France earlier in the week. So Mick & Chris headed west to their home in France.
Andy, Carole, Kevin & Rosie were off camping for 4 or 5 days, and Ann & I went north
to Verdun to visit the WW1 battlefields and museums in the area.
Our holiday went without a hitch. Our cars were perfect, even in the extreme heat in
the south, and none of us experienced a puncture during the 3000 mile trip! I won’t tell
you how much I spent on petrol, but I will tell you that I didn’t use any E10, now so
commonplace throughout France. And in Monaco, you will pay 1.85 euros a litre!
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Some Pictures
About to set off—4th July

Lunch in Chalon en-Champagne, nr. Rheims

We can’t afford that. I’ve got my MG bill to think of!

The quayside—St Tropez

Andy & Carole—on the road

Casino Square, Monaco

There’s a few more on the next page
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The town of Annecy

High up in the Alps

I mention the Lancashire Lanes Run yet again, because it is only a month away. There
is an application form in this newsletter and if you are planning on taking part, please
get your entry off to Michael Hart as soon as you can.
And finally, Lyn & Kevin Mullin, club members, are involved in the organisation of a
fundraising dinner in 1940s fancy dress at Farington Lodge, Leyland, on Saturday 31st
August, 7pm for 7.30pm, in aid of the Grassroots Family Support Project.
The £25 ticket includes a 3 course meal and entertainment, and if you would like to
go, they can be contacted on 07734 593210.
Bill Ryding & Roy Clapham will be displaying their cars outside the entrance during
the evening.

GODFREY
————————————FOR SALE

MG TF 135 for sale, 53 plate with 66000 miles. 1.8 in metallic grey, with hardtop, good
condition, new exhaust, starter motor and various other bits. MOT, good tyres, and inspection welcome.
£1200 o.n.o

Ring Andy Schultz
01772 627170
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Bill Bradshaw writes:
Pictures from the Black Museum part 1
I’ve rebuilt a lot of motorcycle and car engines over the years, and have started to collect a photographic record of some of the horrors encountered during the dismantling
process.

I’ve promised Godfrey to send in a monthly newsletter contribution showing some of
these. The first is to do with rust and lime scale.
This water pump was from a Sprite from the Isle of Man (I don’t know whether they
have very hard water over there). It was completely blocked with rust and lime scale deposits, and impossible to turn – straight into the skip.
This might make us all think of investing in a tin of Radflush once in a while, and
cleaning out our waterworks – you can use it on the car as well!
Bill B
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Sunday 15th September 2013
The 13th Annual Lancashire
Lanes Run

Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
Car with Passenger

£12.50

Number of additional passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee of £12.50 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee with biscuits at
the start, rally plate, and tulip style route book.
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 90 miles starting and finishing at:
Barton Grange Garden Centre
(about 5.5miles north of Preston, M6 junction 32)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 31st August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for an acknowledgement
of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque to:

Michael Hart
30 Bexhill Road
Ingol
Preston
Lancashire
PR2 3UA
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Tel: 01772 725275

Calendar of Events for 2013
Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Tue 26 Feb

Tenpin Bowling

20.00

Lakeside Superbowl 8pm

Sun 24 Mar

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Ley Inn, Whittle Le Woods

Tue 26 Mar

Club Night (Speaker)

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat/Sun 6/7 Apr Event City Classic Car Show

TBA

Event City (nr. Trafford Centre)

Sun 21 Apr

Drive IT Day—inc. Treasure Hunt

TBA

TBA

Tue 30 Apr

Club Night

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sun 5 May

Ripon Spring Classic Car Show

09.30

Swallow Hotel, Salmesbury

Sun 12 May

Vale Royal Show—Arley Hall,
Cheshire

09.30

Charnock Richard Services M6

Tue 28 May

Club Night—evening run

19.30

TBA

7/10th Jun

NTBHWE—Much Wenlock

09.45

Withy Trees, Bamber Bridge
PR5 6LA

Sun 9 Jun

Garstang Classic Car Show

10.00

Burlingtons car park, A6

Sun 23 Jun

Hoghton Tower Classic Car Show

10.00

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Tue 25 Jun

Club Night—SYCO

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 29 Jun

Lostock Hall Carnival

TBA

Sun 30 Jun

Classic Car Show—Burnley

10.00

B&Q—Bamber Bridge

Sun 7 Jul

Leighton Hall Classic Car Show

09.30

Burlingtons car park, A6

Sun 14 Jul

Club Run & Lunch

10.30

Phantom Winger, M55 Broughton roundabout. PR3 5JE

Sun 21 Jul

Fleetwood Tram Day

09.30

Ribble Pilot car park, Preston

Tue 30 Jul

Club Night—Autotest

19.30

Schultz Estate

Sun 4 Aug

Northern National—Pateley Bridge

09.30

Swallow Hotel Salmesbury A59

Sun 18 Aug

Sunday Run & Lunch

10.00

Phantom Winger. PR3 5JE

Tue 27 Aug

Club Night evening run

19.00

Guys Court, A6

Sat 7 Sep

Oulton Park MG Race Meeting

09.00

Charnock Richard Services M6

Sun 8 Sep

Fairhaven Classic Car Show & lunch 10.00

Ribble Pilot car park

Sun 15 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

Barton Grange car park A6

Tue 24 Sep

Club Night—Guest Speaker

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sun 13 Oct

Sunday Run & Lunch

TBA

TBA

Tue 29 Oct

Club Night—Annual Quiz

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 2 Nov

Bonfire Night inc. hotpot

19.00

Schultz Estate

Tue 26 Nov

Club Night—Natter & Noggin

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 7 Dec

Annual Dinner & Awards

19.30

TBA

Sun 29 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

11.00

TBA
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Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information

Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 616877
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Tel: 01772 424797
Mobile: 07989 311790
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Plumpton House, 21 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston
PR4 5ZJ

All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com
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